44
. L) S
"y e
LY L:: ‘,__l-'-"“ !
a s
3 e A
- i = S
g o P ]
b 1 [
I=T &
b I=2 “
i o ‘ ¥
X =
T = ]
»,

Bakewell and District
Historical Society

Journal

Volume 2 1975



-:[—
MISCELLANY

o

NO. II

r——

THEE BAKEWELL AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Editor: M. L. Knighton,
North Church Street,

Jenmary, 1975, Bakewell,



Journal of the Bakewell and District
Historical Society (Bakewell Miscellany)

January 1975

Chairman's Report ... oee

Bakewall Parsonage House and the Gells
by J. T. Brighton ..

Further Notes an Law and Order in Bakowell

by C. R. Allcock

The Railway through Bakewoll
by M. L. Knightom

Bowers Hall Murals - Reate-aticn by

B, Broomhead *

Bakewell Football Club
by C. R, Allcock.

The Sﬂuia'b:r Li'brﬂ:'}r “aw sea

A Derbyshire Custom: Biggin, 1937

b’.‘f I, Salt tee

LN

No.2

-aw

PAGE
i-14

11

17

18

19



OFFICERS AND IMEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL - 1974

President: Mr, J. Marchant Brooks
Chairmans Mr, J. T. Brighton
Viéephairman: Mr. Jo. I. Roper
Councile Mr. G. Challenger

Mr, M. Clark

Mr, M, L, Knighton
Mr, E. R. Meeke

Mr, C, Miller

Mrs. C. Miller

Mr, J. Re Pierrepont
Mr, A, H. Rogers
Mrs. A. H. Rogers
Vrs, I, Salt.

Secretarys Mrs. D. L., Rylands.

Treasurer: Mr. J. A. Hallsworth,
National Westminster Bank,
Bakewell,

Secretary of Friends: Miss M. Escritt,

7 Park Road, Ba kewell.

Trustees of the ( Mr. J. Marchant Brooks
014 House: § Mr. G. Butler
Mr. M. Goldstone




CHATRUAN'S REPCRT

Tze life of the Society becomes more involved, as a glance at the 1975
Preczramme quickly indicates. Iast year, too, was quite a busy one and was
zz0ly successful in almost every wayv. Our lectures have been well
ed and our membership continues to grow. In 1974 thiity-six new members
bringing our current membership to 136, The Council and I hope now
€rs will have a long and happy association with the Society. The Museum
Zz=is more guides for the 1975 seasm and there are places on the Council
=2 the Sub-Committees for those who would like to give a hand, In this way
IIe increasing burden of rumning the Society can be shared and new ideas will
cxsi=ntly be put forward,

Regretfully, the Council accepted Mrs. Ryland's resignation from the
Secretaryship an account of her ill-health. She has voluntarily carried out

2= work of three or more people for more than twelve years and the Council
== delighted when she accepted an honorary life membership.

The resignation of Mr and Mrs Rogers was accepted with equal regret. They
Zz=ve, between them, carried the task of organising the Museum for meny years,

The Council welcomed Miss I. Smith as new lMembership Secretary; subscriptions
szould be forwarded %o her at Iilford Wey, Bakewell, Mrs., P, Brighton tried to
.‘.‘7_

i1l the gap of Minutes Secretary when her health allowed. Mrs. Salt was elected

=z 2ember of the IMuseun Committee,

The Society lost two 0ld members in 1974. Barly in the year Mrs. Dorothea
=11lyard died. She had been a Vice-President of the Derbyshire Archaeological
Scciety and was asked by Cenan Kidson, vicar of Bakewell, to examine and
=tzlogue the Church Records. Indirectly she was helped by the Public Record
ice and the Bodleian Library and some documents were repaired by the

ish Museum. We must be +hankful for this important work of conservation,

In November 1974 Bill Sheldon of Bazlow passed away. A builder by
‘Tads, he carricd out a Tumber of repairs on the 014 House, acted as s guide,
=2 7as always intercsted in the work of the Society,

i

The two cut~tanding cocial occasicas of 1974 were undoubtedly the
Sizter Fair in Junc and the Wine and Cheese Party in September. The former,
Tz=rised by our industriocus rembers and graced by the Duchesg of Devonshire,
== = most enjoyable afiermoon and contributed substantially to the Society's
Eoct Appeal, as well as it esprit de corps. Despite the poor weather a
=it of £250 was mads.

Tre Wine and Cheese Partr attracted 80 members and friends - a record
=Xt=mdence for what is proving a very popular social occasion. The atmosphere
== zreatly improved this year by the use of candle-light and table lamps.
®e flowers, arranged by Il»s. R, Clarke and Mrs, A, Walsh, were even more
gt =r33id on this occagsiom,

+ Forbes, the wife of Bakewell's new Methodist Minister, was our
Fx=sT (2er husband hod another appointment), together with I, Malcolm Watson
TZ= Sreffield !Star! and his wife,



-  Though primarily a social occasion, we were fortunate to be able to
coantribute another £42,0 +to the Roof Appeal. This was largely due to
Mr. B, Jenking! extraordinary ability in selling raffle tickets, flowers,
cheese, biscuits - almost anything}

Alas, our innual Dinner had to be cancelled. With a short period remaining
before final confirmation of the booking only eight reople applied for tickets.

The Council has decided to discomtinue the Coffee Mbrningq/EvéningsfrfMI
1975. These pleasant little social occasims have served the Societyw=ll in
the past but, in view of our growing membership and the few who attend these
functims, it is felt that thev have outlived their usefulness, The ladies
who have so kindly organised them, wder Mrs, Clarke's guidance, are in
agreement, - '

- In the new Programme Coffee Momings and Evenings will be associated
with an event on the programme, for example, the Saturday Auction in February
In this way it is hoped that more will be able to attend, especially thaose
members who work during the week.

The Museum enjoyed its most successful year zo far in terms of wisitors,
10,650 people paid to see our fascinating house and its collections, The total
of the Society as a whole are due to Iir, Meeke who organised the guide rotas
and arranged all the party visits., Our Thanks are due again to those who
mermed the door and acted as guides. Nor muist one forget Mr, Challenger's
mgintenance of the gardenc and the many other chores ha so quietly carries

- We thank the Friends of the Scciety for their continued support: indeed
from the United States IMrs Mdrsland has supported us: year by year for over
ten years. y

Some 150 items werc domated to the Museum in 1974.

In 1975 there will be a number of changes in the arrangement of the
Museum, in the times of opening and in the admission charges, but the Council
has not finalised there in detail end the Chairman will report on them later.

‘“May I end, as T began, b referring to *he 1975 Programme. Do continue
to support the varicty of functions we " ave arranged and bring along your
friends. The two exhibiticns of documcnts end water colours will both hegin
with previewz for members and Tricnds, and more information will be sent
in due courss, ‘ '

Please send any wwenterd "entiques" end "curios" for our February sale
to Mr. Jenkins or eay of +the members of the Council, We have a number of
interesting items but nced more. Timeis shor: now,

Finally mey I wish the Societly prosperity in all its ventures in 1975.

TREVOR BRIGHTON,

Chairman,



BIEFWELL PARSOIAGE HOUSH AND THE GELIS
by J. T. Brighten,

When Mr, J. Marshall Jenkine wrobe hig articla "0ld House Maseum, Balkewell"
in 1967 he used a n'm?mj of documsntary scuceen, rrineipally the Lichfield
Cathedral mmimants, (1 However. he made ne reference e the Gell paEaTs which
had been eatalogued by the Poyal Commisaiem Historioal Manuseripts \2) and
were available Tor» inspestion ai Newnham Hall, near Daventry, and at Hoptm Hall,
near Wirksworth. The former eollectim, by fer the larger part of the Qoll papers
was deposited in the Derbyshire County Records Offise in 1969, Beth collecticna
ormtain & number of rentals and estate maps whieh heve references to the Gell.
family's holdings in Bakewell,  Thesa throw much more light en the origina of the
Parsonage House (01d Hemse luseum) than eny athep documenta,

First in importunce is the eriginal lemse of the fee farm of the parsmnage
landn in Bakewell from the Dosn and Chapter of Lichfield tn Ralf Gell of antm.(r'
This document, dated November 20th, 1534 » 1a & mich more veluable mource than the
general tranafer to Ralf -:‘Jr:l% in 1540 of the Demn and Chapter's rectarial ar
parsanage lands in the Penk,\4)

The 1534 leaso (printed in f911 In Appendix 4) tells us that the Bakewsll
parscnage laond ‘extended wall beyond the sito Just west of the Church whers the
0ld Houce Museum stenda., It jncludad niher pareals of land within the trwn and
1ts threc fields, e well es at Ashfir’

Hwever, the Jand and buildings to the wewt of the Church were the nueleus of
tha Doan and Chapter's recterinl helding fnd it 1iu interasting tn note that there
were "housen, cottages and baras there~n got and builded, vig, tho wool house and
& bame atending nigh the gams ., .0 These no doubt were the tithe hams for the
raceipt of com, hoy md waol, from the iron, A notable ominsirn 1o the mentim of
gny silzable dwelling houso of the Jyoomel typs end (ne owmeludes there was no such
house stending o thn mite dn 1554, This 44 net to say there had net been a
atrunture theve at en ecrlicr dalo, perhaps o timber-framad ractory nr paracnage
heusa, as Mr. Jancing aaggarin. He eites W, A, Potin te support his inference
that puch & building, ir cormeu with similas esiablighponta thvoughrut the country,
might have Lallen #ite dnuny Thruugh nes-onuidenca, W2

The absmoo of a cultabiy habitnhle hevse cn bha hito 41 1534 1o indisputable,
oince the Deen and Chaptesr have Ral? Gell "sovenant and grent ... te build and make
fi. the said pararnags g eorpeiat: dwelling heune Ter thab ground", This then gives
tha first torminal Zato fow vha Buildiing af the Bll Houwse - net 1481 ap Mr,Jenkina
doducen. The housa tima olmge %o the reig f Henry VIIT and sheuld net be terme
& mediaevel house of tho fiftesnilh eentury, 7"5}

Tho house wen erected Tary uoril aftew the lesie wan nealed. Tt wan ecertainly
stending by 1538 for Join Gellis Bakewsll sontel of that yonr refers to "the
parscnage houee". This decument iz entitled "A mentall of the lands belonging to
the worshipeful lfr. Jobwm Gall vithin tha Plucnege (f Bakewell for this yer of our
Lord 1538, Medewo lett by Chrigtophor Plent", (75‘



on the first page sppeers tho following entry:-

Win tho olossur (enclosure)

The Heald (Yuld) Edmond Adame £viil xs
The parsanage houae and 1losses, bomea and

othor necessarie houses to Christopher Plant Cviid

Raphe burtem the Crooc (Crowe) hille close £111 xs
jnthanye baslove moreshull (Moorhall) eloss yooxia
Lbraham shellden morshull Close yxxiiia iiiid

Tha blinde plt medowe
Thonas dughtey €111 ii1e idid
Robinsme C_lnse gid

Tythe £xvi

The title of this rental md the entry quoted show that Relph Gell settled
his third son,Joln, gt Bakewell in the firat instance, not his second son,
Thomas, as Mr. Jonking suggests. It appears that Jolm, who had property at
Wirksworth and Duffield, did not live in the house but let it to one Christopher
Plant.

The vidars of -Bakewell never resided in the house. Indead, thoy were not
alwaya resident in Trkewoll, as the lease implies and, in any case, Mr. Jonkins
nna established that the vicarage was quite soparate from the parsonage.
However, hia suggestion thnt Parsmage Cottage may imply the n%taj
of mn earlipr ¥icar's houss than the presant one is unlikely. 7 Although
the word parson had become locso in its usdge by the late geventeenth century,
the Cobtmge is so called becausa 1+ was built on the edge of the paracnfge
enclosure, nét because o parsa (i.e. vicar) ever lived there. The Farsonage
Cottage, is not ghowm on the Oell estate uep of thoe bﬂgi'rminglgs tha eighteenth
pentury, though it appears m the Pakewsll survey of 1799.

. Ralf Gell's socond son Thomas may have inherited John's Bakewell lands

ai the latter's denth; he certainly mucoeeded to them on the death of his

older brother [mtheny in 1583, Mr., Jenkins states that Thomas "wag settled in
Rakewell" in 1562, but he produces 1o aridence to suppert this, nor ls any yet
available to show thav he lived in the Parsonage House, It is interenting,
however, .that the first account of 'l:liu-, gmau'a fumiture end effects is to be
found in Thomas' inventory of 1594 11 Firat of all his goods and chattela
at Hoptenm Hall, his ohief residence, are given, Then follows o list of "Goods,
sattella md householda stuffu at Bakewell'.

Although the Paracnage iouss i not mentioned by name in the soetion cited
(See Appendix B), the Ltend 1isted cbviously belenged to what is now Lho 014
House., Having listed the livestoock, the inventory thon goos throagh the
principal dovnstairs rocms which arae still to bo seen in the 014 House - the
kitchen (i.e. the house placo, wot Pitt!s Kitchen), the parlour and the buttery -
and so gives us the first ncoount of tho House's interior fumishinga.

The bedrooms are not itemised, but this was not unusual, It was commdi
practice to move the fumiture dowgtairs for emse of nesasament.

1t ig nitable that there was nothing of great value anmg the effecta. They
are typical of those found in n yaoman's house of the pericd. Converssly, the
1ist at the beginning of the inventory for Hopton Hell centaine utensils of

2,



1642 until that date, Thomas had faithfully served hils brother Sir Johm,
ag his Iicutensnt-Colonel in the Derby foot regiment,

Even more wnasceptable is Mr. Junking assumption that Thomaa Gell was
compelled to ndapt the gardercbe in the Old House as a Ysugred Chamber"
to serve as "a hideaway during theose unsettled years". (24) The discovery
of n candlestick, candle and bottle (almg with numarous other itema) hardly
nllow one to make such n conclusicn. Nor does it allow others to suggest
the cmversien of the gardercbe into a prisst's hole, This latter assumption
is a1l the more improbsble when one realises that the Gell's wara loyal
protestants in the sixteenth century and rabld presbyterians in the sevanteanth,
They would hardly have harboured a priest on their catntes. Would it not be
too simple an snsver to suggest that the garderobe had been filled in, just
as were so many old wells, with an assortment of rubbish?

In short, it is not possible, on the evidence available at present, to ahow
that any of the Gells ever lived in the Parscnagu House for any length of tim
in the sixteenth or seventeenth centuries. Thoy are even less likely to hava
lived there in the eighteenth century, wwhen Hopton Hall itself waa being
extended mnd emballished, whilst the antiquated Parsonage House was probably
fnlling into docay. lir, Jankine wondered if the gift of a bell to the parish
church by Philip Gell in 1719 indicated that the hoyse may have been “"used as
the Bakewell House of the family at that time", (25 Again the Gell manuseripts
do not support such a hypothesis. The correspodernce concerning the bell was
caiducted botween Sir Philip Gell at Hoptan and Jolm Halten, the bell-founder,
at Wingfield Manor. Halton's correspondence is addressed

"For Sir Philip Gell

at Hopton, humbly p'sent.

Ia to bo left att Isaae Sponcers

in Wirksworth who is directed to send (26)
i1t na above directed with care"

Finally, it is interesting to refer to the oldest surviving estate map of
the Gell parsomage lands in Bakewell, This rough ﬂkatfh p was compiled for
gir Philip, eson of Sir Jolm II, vory som after 1705 . 27) It covers the tom
and the three fioclds of Bakewoll and in the section shown (Appendix C) the
"Parmidg Yard" is eloarly marked. Two footpaths traverse the field behind the
House; the me to the south is still open. The whols enclosure is marked as
being 8 acrea, O rods 20 perches in area.

As for the Parsmage House et the cast cnd of thia anglosure it is clearly
marked in a small perspective drawing which is the garlicst known illustratim
of the building, The entrance porch can be seen togather with windows and chime)
atacks and the approach to the House runs up from Church lene, perhaps a little
to the north of the present footpath beside the Parish rooma. Tha protruding
wing of the early scventoonth century extonsion is clearly vieible too. The
_ bams and cutbuildings are not clearly defined nor labelled, though the cluster
to the north may woell be the aite of the woel house and the tithe bam mentioed
in the 1534 lense.

The map compares very closely with the extracte from the Ba kewoll survey dof
1799, the Duke of Dev ashiro's survey of 1860 emd the plan accompanying the
deed of sale of the 01d House in 1861, These last three are published in
Mr., Jenkins'! article,

s
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Derbyshire Archasological Joumal: Vol,IXXXVII. pp.l130-148,
9th Report Vol. IT. 18684, (H.C.Pole Gell)
Darbyshire Record Office. Gell Ms. 35/113,
Lichfield Mmiments D26,
W.A.Pantin "Mediseval priests! houses in South VWest England".
Mediseval Archaeology I (1957) 118-146
(6) Garderobes and scereens of e similar date to those in the Parsonage House
can be seen at Haddan Hall.
7} D.R.0.0Gall Ms.38/20.

Ny

B GP- uiti F-lq-l-

9 i i F.lLlaE

mg See Appendix € and D.A:J. (op.cit) Tig,la.

11) D.R.0, Goll Ms.67/10b. (Seec Appendix B).

The fine plank cupboard at present in the parlour is not itomised
in the inventory, though it is old enough to have been In the house,

(12) inthay and John weve dead and Thomas must haye lived at Hopton as the
sole male survivor wntil his own death in 1594, lis son John had just
bean bom, whilst his son Thomas had only just been conceived,

13) Op.vit. -f. fig., 2 and pp.140-141.

14Y He had come dowm from Magdalen College, Oxford, without a degree to live
with his young wife, Blizabsth Willoughby at Kedlestan, Their
ohildren wore baptised there - Millicent in 1611, John and Willlam
in 1613 and 1615, and Bridgot and Eligebeth in 1612 end 1617, However,
his laet child, Wlesnor, wns baptised at Carsington in 1620,

(15) Numerous references in the Gell Mss., show ha was active in London in the
1620's. In the 1530's ho kept an eye on his younger nephew who was
sent to London to be apprenticed to a city merchmnt,

16) Rentals of Jon Gel at Hopton Herll, naar Wirksworth.

17) D.R.O. Gell Mso. 30/10 end 30/11.

18) The statement derives from "The Gells of Hopten" by M.Waldo,
D.A.J. XXXIV (1912) p.107.

El‘j; Hopten Iall Msa,

20) See the entricz in YZets gnd Ordinences of the Interregnum’
od, C.H.Firth end R.S.Rait, _ondon 1911,

(21) See "The Greal Civil War in Iancashire'. E.Broxap. Manchester Tniversity,

1910, A letter from Radeliffe to Sir John Gell is eited on p.15

(22) See the various clection papers in the D.R.,0. and at Hopton Hall,
Thonas had his brother's solid support throughout the campaign.

So much so that Robert Mellor, the defeated candidate, contested
the Eaault in the Committee of Privileges... See also B,M.Add.Ms.

23) Copics of his commission are in the D.R.O. and at Hopton Hall,

24) Op. cit. pp.l43-144.

25) Ibid,

26),D.R.0. Goll Ma. 40/50f.

ET D.R.0O, Gall ‘HH‘, 'EU?.IEE.
The map can ho roughly dated from intermal ev idence. The Duke
of Rutlend 4in mentimod and since the ducsl title was granted in
1703 =that g'ves us one terminal date, A pencilled date an the
map ia 1709,

5n



APPENDIX &
. IVDENTURE ERTVEEN THE DEAN AND CHAPTER OF LICHFIEID |
| AND RALPH GELL OF HOPTGN. November 20TH 1534.

1 Thys indenture made the XXth day of Hovember the yere of our lord
| moccccroaxiiii bytwyxt the Prosident mnd Chapter of the Cathedrasl Churcho
~ of Iich. on the omn party And Rauff Gell of Hopton in the countye of
- Derby en that other party. Wytnesseth that the said p'sident and chapter
¢ hath graunted and to fermo sett to the said Reuff the syte of the
. p'soage ¢f Bawkewell with all houses cotages and barmes theremm sott
and buylded; viz. the wolle house and a house atanding nygh the same,
| late in tho holdyng of John Roland and Richard Rolmd, ITtm another
burgage late in the holdyng of Mertyn Eyre and Nicholes Robyneon with
- all the Glebalmd medowe, loswys, comyna and pastures wyt'n the Towme.
md fyldes of Bawkawell to the said p'smage belonging, /And alaso a cota
¢ with a crofte sot and lying in holmes nygh wto the watar of Wy. find all
I lands, pastures, medowe snd comyng in holmea or other places w'yn the
' lordehip of Ashford mnd all othor which be, the said p'esidant and
. chapters mnd were lato in the holdyng of me Richard Hoton, late vieare
& of Bawkewell w'yn the Towne and fylde of Bawkewell and holmes. Te have
. and to hold the said p'smage place, cotages lande, medowes, pastures
" and nll other the p'misses to the said Rauff Gell and his anasignea from
. | %ho fest of the /nnuncia:im of our Indy noxt comyng, after the date
. hareoff,; unto th'end and terme of 1x yeres then next foloyng and fully to
. be complett yeldmg and paying therofore to the said p'eident and chapter,
their successors and ascignes €vii iis iiiid of lawful angl-yahe money
in this mener; that is to wytt at the said fest of the Anunciacon of our
lady next comyng-mnd the foost of soynt Ilichaell th'arcaumpell thep next
foloyg by even poreans, and so to cantymue yerely payment during the said
terms of 1x yeres; that iam, to wyt, for the said p'acnage glebe end holmes,
viz. the app'tenn'ees £vii and for the houses late in the holding of Willm
Roland xxs and for the il other cotages viiid. And the said Rauff
covenanteth and gramteth by thepo p'sents to buyld and mske on the said
p'anage a compatent dwolling house for that ground end te buere and susteyne
all man(ner of) repa(ra)oona of the arid p'sonage and cotages and burgages
during the said terme and at the end thereoff so to leve them sufficiently
repared. Jnd furthermore the oaid Rauff ecouvenmmtoth that in case there be
8 vicares Resident at Bawkewell w!yn the said terme that then hee shall bhe
lafull to the said p'sident and chaptor md their successors (yf they think
it necessary) to actt and lett to the same viesre n porcen of the p'mysses
which was'la te In the holdyng of Thomas Hyblyn. So that he pay therefor and
the said Reuff thereoff alowed ncoordyngly to the same as the said Thomas
peyd mnd for the true p'formammes of all md singular couvenents grante
and a greements on the behalf of the said truly to be p'formed md' done
during nll the said fhrecscore yures the said Rauff hath bound hymaelff
his heirs and exeoutors to the said p'sident a nd Chapter by his obligacmm
of £xo¢ bering this date. In witnes whoreoff eyther of the snid partics
to these indonturcs ent'chaungeably have set their sealls the day and yore
above said,














































