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THE CHAIRHMANS REPORT

Last year Ray Noyce toock over the
preparation and sSupervision of the
Journal at very short notice and with
considerable success. Happily he did
not find +the task too daunting so that
he has continued to handle this aspect
of the Society’s activities again this
year with the assistance of a small teanm
of helpers. I commend their efforts to
you, expressing my thanks to all
concerned and assured once again that
our past success will be maintained. 1In

a " ‘recent conversation, and in
correspondence, with Her Grace the
Duchess of Devonshire requesting
contributions from the staff at
Chatsworth she willingly agreed,

congratulated the Society on past issues
and expressed the hope that any
assistance from Chatsworth would be
worthy of past standards. I am sure
they will. My thanks also to Charles
Goodwin and George Challenger for their
reports and for the excellent work done
this past year by their twe committees.

The great success this year was, of
course, our Authentic Models Appeal
which raised £4,000, twice our original
target figure. Details follow below and
I would like to +thank everyone who
contributed to this outstanding success.
We are most grateful to His Grace +the
Duke of Rutland, through his
Comptroller, Nicholas Day, who allowed
M8 to mount the exhibition at Haddon



Hall which not only raised a
considerable sum but also brought sonme
additional wvisitors +to the museum, and
to Her Grace the Duchess of Devonshire
who made a very generous donation,
attended our ‘Summer Evening at the
Museum" and has shown a c<¢lose personal
interest in our Society. The "Sunnmer
Evening at the Huseum" was a most
enjoyable evening and I am especially
grateful to all those who contributed
to this splended occasion.

In addition to the money raised by the
appeal, we have received from the East
Midlands MHuseum Service grant approval
of 50% of the total cost less Vat, a
most generous response. In addition to
the two models already in use five more
have been delivered ready for next year.

APPEAL -~ AT CLOSE 31/5/81
Donations - General £ 1,845.50
- Haddon Hall £ 1,354,37
- At HNuseun £ 93.74
Doll Competition £ 356, 50
Summer Evening Proceeds £ 570.19
Interest on money banked -
at 31-12/90 £ 15.04
at 31/5/91 (est.) £ 77.00 %
Total receipts £ 4,112.34
LESS Expenses £ 112.34
Result £ 4,000.00

¥ Assunmes an interest rate of 8%



LETTER FROM EMuUS 12¢th August 1681

Dear Brian,
PROJECT GRANT 1991,/82

I am delighted that we are able to
offer project grant towards the purchase
of additional models to improve display
of the costume collection at the 0ld
House HMuseum. A formal offer of grant
is enclosed, We are particularly
pleased to be able to offer grant on
this occasion, when your Society has
achieved so much by its own fundraising
in enabling the project to proceed.....

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

Adrian Babbidge
Director.

This Appeal, last year's Registration
preparations, and my past eight years as
Chairman of the Society have made heavy
demands upon me. 1 feel stale and tired
and therefore, with regret, shall not be
able to accept nomination as Chairman
for 1992, I wish to thank all those
whose help and friendship have made
these past years so very enjoyable. I
shall continue as a member of the
Society and will assist in such ways as
I can - the Rota preparaiion seems 10
have been especially mine! Unfortunately



this decision has brought to the fore
problems which have been lurking for
some time: we still do not have a
Secretary - Helen’s contribution as
MHinute Secretary and Elizabeth’s typing
assistance have bsen invaluable -~ but a
Society such as this needs more than
that;: the demands upon Council members
constantly increase, and several Council
Members who are actively involved in
running the Museum are also looking for
a break. In addition this year we lost
Stan Hill, a relatively new member of
the Society who quickly, along with his
wife Nancy, made a positive
contribution: a piece of electrical work
needed attention, a piece of joinery
work or painting needed to be done and
the remark "I'll ask Stan" ensured that
the work was promptly, pleasantly and
efficiently done. He 4is sadly missed
and we send our condolences to Nancy who
happily will <continue on +the Museunm
Rota.

Following upon the retirement of George
Butler as a Trustee of the 0ld House
which 1 reported upeon last year and a
previous vacancy. which existed, A4vis
Goodwin and Joyce Tinsley have bheen
appointed to join George Challenger and
nyself. A note on the role of the
Trustees, compiled by Avis Goodwin is to
be found after the reports.

BRIAN JENKINS.



TRUSTEES OF THE OLD HOUBE

In his Chairman's Report Brian Jenkins
nentioned the appointment of Joyce
Tinsley and nyself as additional
trustees. MHembers may wonder what part
trustees play in +the affairs of the
Society.
Khen the land and buildings now known as
the 0l1d House HMuseum uere donated in
1955 and 19%7 by +the previous owners,
ownership was placed in the hands of the
trustees who were given the right to
hold or =sell all or any part of the
property. The documents giving these
rights form part of the property title
deeds and,as such, would pass to future
owners if the trustees decided to sell.
However, +the +trustees cannot do what
they like with the proceeds of selling
or letting the property. Separate trust
documents ensurs that the money must be
used as directed by the Council of the
Bakewell & District Historical Society
and - that those directions must be
charitable. In the svent of a sale this
trust would continue, the documents
remaining with the Trustees; the
purchaser would have no title to then,
Stated briefly therefore, the Trustees
are the legal owners of the 0ld House
with the Society as {rent—-free)
occupier; the Society controls the use
of any proceeds of either ouwnership or
occupation. ’
AVIS GOODWIN -
We are indebted to Hr. E.R. WMeske for
his advice on the legal position.



BRIAN JENKINS

Last year our "Authentic Hodels Appeal”
raised £4,000 which was double our
original target. This excellent result
was due mainly to the hard work,
imagination and enthusiasm of our
"Chairman, Brian Jenkins. For the whle
year, Brian was full of ideas for the
appeal but equally eager to support
ideas from others. He also seemed able
to charm money out of the great and the
not so great!

It is with much regret that we have had
to accept Brian’s resignatiion but we
all know how hard hehas worked over many
years and he deserves a well earned
break. Characteristically, Brian has
agreed to continue to organise the
museum warden rota, which will make the
task of finding a replacement Chairman
somewhat easier.

Everyone will miss Brian's easy and
gfficient running of meetings, both in
committee and at Society Heetings, and
will hope that, as he has hinted, he may
be persuaded to take up the reins again
at some time in the future.

All menmbers will wish to join in
thanking Brian for the many, man hours
of unstinting work he has given to the
Bakewell Historical Socisty and all its
activities.

JOYCE TINSLEY,
Vice Chairman.



MEHBERS COHHITTEE REPORT

Though the number of adult visitoxrs to
the Museum during the past season was
only 2% less than last year, this is
most disappointing for we had every
reason to hope that the considerable
publicity that we received as a result
of the "Authentic Models Appeal" would
have led to an increase. Indeed, until
mid-June our adult attendance was
greater than last year but thereafter it
fell away. The number of booked parties
~of adults fell from 19 to 12 and I think
it ig significant that we have had more
cases than ever before of parties
booking but subsequently cancelling due
to lack of support which strongly
suggests the effect of the recession.
The schoolchildren, with boosked parties
down from 31 to 25 and the overall
attendance down 12%, merely continued a
downward trend +that is now of sesveral
years® duration. Nevertheless, as in
last vyear. many wardens freported the
lively interest .of almost all their
visitors.

The last Society meeting of the
old year was an illustrated +tfalk by
Keith Lysons on "Some Local Monuments".
Local deposits of suitable stone were of
great importance, particularly alabaster
from the great quarry at Chellaston. Too
soft for use in the open air, its ease
of working and facility for taking paint
inmediately led to very uwidespread use
indoorsa, In Elford a tomb of 1391
charmingly depicts Sir Thomas and Lady



Aderne hand in hand and a boy,John
Stanley who died in 1460, is holding a
tennis ball. The weepers that so often
adorn the sides of tombs are not
necessarily mourners but may be angels
or saints though the particularly
fascinating ones on the tomb of Thomas
Babington and his wife in Ashover are of
their children. Armour and clothes were
always very accurately carved which is
no doubt why the figures of John
Beresford and his wife in Fenny Bentley
are enclosed in shrounds since they were
carved 100 years after their death. In
the early 16th C. renaissance ideas
started to supplant the Gothic as
Italian carvers left England to be
replaced by Protestant refugees from the

continent; Anthony Gell’s tomb in
Wirksworth, for example, displays fruit,
flowers, swags etc. After 1715 good
Flemish sculptors camne over and
Palladian architecture replaced the
heavy Baroque. We now sSee that the

portrayal of the deceased iz becoming
more realistic, more with the air of a
real person. The poignant sculpture in
Ashbourne of Penelope Boothby, who died
in 1791 aged 6, also inspired Chantrey’s
famous one of the sleeping children in
Lichfield Cathedral in 1814 and Keith
Lysons ended an absorbing talk by
pointing out that by the first world war
portraits actually aped photographs.
Those members privileged to hear
Stephen Penny’'s lecture to the Society
some ten years back will no doubt have
rememnbered his remarkable ability to, as

10.



one might say, "read the landscape", an
ability again much in evidence in his
talk on "Ways old and new from
Chesterfield to Bakewell". The
documentary and field evidence that
formed the basis of his earlier talk has
been augmented, for there is evidence of
lots of change in the 17th, 18th and
19th centuries. Stephen’s talk was
concerned particularly with the
approaches to, and crossing of, the
Derwent in the wvicinity of Chatsworth,
the unravelling of the complicated area
around Pilsley, which was a crossroads

in the 18th century, and the
difficulties posed by the descent into
Bakewell from +the ridge, above the

present golf course, running south-east
from Ballcross. While some evidence is
quite tangible, such as the guidestone
where the road from Edensor meets the
Pilsley - Ballcross road clearly dated
1709, much requires a very discerning
eye to detect how an existing track or
road, now stopping abruptly or just
petering out, cowld have continued in
the past. Any regular hollowing of the
landscape is to be looked ouwt for and
the old custom of planting a row of
beech trees along a new road can prove
invaluable. At the end of a fascinating
legture, many of Stephen’s audience were
heard vowing +to be more sharp-syed when
walking in future.

I must admit that when I saw in
the Derbyshire Times the short note
about the annual dinner of the Eyam and
Stoney Middleton Association for the

1.



Frosecution of Felons, which led to ny
asking John Hancock to talk to us about
its history, I had never heard of any
such society and 1 have since been
astonished to hear of several in the
area, some even older than +this one
which was founded in 1812. In those
days when there was no proper police
force and a victim of a crime would face
the prospect of having hinself to pay
the cost of endeavours to bring the
miscreant to justice the Association was
formed to pay for the apprehension and
prosecution of criminals. From the
proceeds of a modest subscription the
members were able to print handbills and
poesters regarding the crime and the
wanted person, to  pay rewards and
compensate the victim where appropriate,
while the Home Office would match
rewards and pay for the prosecution if

it succeeded. John brought an
interesting selection of handbills,
posters, minutes of meetings and

correspondence to illustrate his talk.
The main activity of the Association i3
now its annual dinner but recently it
had been involved in one tragic case
when it assisted the police in their
attempts to track down the youth missing
from Eyam whose body was eventually
found by a pot-holer in the cave systenm
where the unfortunate boy had Dbeen
trapped.

In the past two years I have had
the daunting task of trying within the
space of a paragraph %o do even a
semblance of justice <to one of David

12.



Bostuwick's lectures. This year nct only
did he talk to us in April on "The
Restoration and Rediscovery of
Barlborough 0Oid Hall" but in May the 25
menbers to which the visit had +to be
restricted were privileged to be given a
tour of the Hall. It was bdbuilt in 1582
-~ 83 for John Savile agent of Sir
Francis Rodes for whom at about the sane
time Robert Smythson was building
Barlborough Hall. For a time it played
an important role in the running of the
Barlborough estate but in due course its
fortunes changed and, like our ouwn 01ld
House, it was subdivided and remained in
nultiple occupation until 1980 when it
was acquired and the sexterior restored
by the Derbyshire Historic Buildings
Trust.—After being on the market for
two and a half years it was purchased by
David and his wife who have now been in
occupation for four ysars.

The restoration of the derelict
interior would be a massive undertaking
in any circumstances but when carried
out by someone with such an eye for
detail and insistence on historical
authenticity as David it is of heroic

proportions. In the nidst of all the
work he notes how the coat of arms in
the plasterwork has always been

misinterpreted, observes the solecisn
perpetrated by the Historic Buildings
Trust in the restoration of a window due
.to a lack of understanding of its
original purpose and, not satisfied with
their use of =stone from a nearby ruin,
manages to find a quarry some distance

13.



away whose stone is an almost perfect
gatch. His restoration is all being
carried out in traditional materials,
such as goat hair plaster, so that the
building will breathe. An evening trip
as enjoyable as it was awvesome
culminated With much appreciated
refreshments prepared by David’s wife,
The Lumsdale Valley is one of the
top five water-powered industrial
archaeological sites in Britain and on
July 25th Roy Geale conducted a party of
our mnembers through it. Made a
conservation area in 1978, the upper
part of this valley was of interest to
the Arkwright Society because of the
connection with spinning; it leased the
area and with the aid of Hanpower
Services, local firms and many others
has improved and opened up the =site.
Of the five mills which at one time or
another operated on this stretch of the
Bentley Brook, one dates from the
1600's, others from the 18th and 19th
centuries and they had Dbeen - used for
spinning, fulling and grinding corn, bone
and paint while one became a bleach
works which did not close down wuntil
1928. The grounds were then purchased
and closed by +the landowner, became
preserved in their wild state and with
their associated ponds, all
imaginatively cleared by the Arkuright
Society, provide a fascinating and
instructive walk. The middle section is
particularly secluded and one menmber
said that it reminded her of the hidden
entrance to the Doone Valley. Not only

14.



were we indebted to Roy Geall for
showing us all this and for his
‘entertaining commentary on the problems
that had beset +them from time %o tine
but also to "Tottie" Holden who, at +the
end of the walk, welcomed us into her
home in Upper Lumsdale and entertained
us with coffee, home~made sScones and
associated goodies.

Lucy Clemson is a long-standing
member of our Society and served on its
Council until she left the district sonmne
eight years ago.It was she who was
responsible for first setting out the
. Huseunmn’s much admired lace saxhibits but
in September she came to talk to wus
about a more recent enthusiasm, the
"History of the Handkerchief", and show
us her magnificent collection. The
handkerchief has a long history, is
mentioned in +the Bible, Roman Emperors
used them in the games,we all know of
the nefarious use Jlago made of one and
in the French Revolution if you had onse
you were clearly branded as an
_aristocrat. The main wuse for many years
was to cover the head, as the derivation
of kerchief from the French couvrechef
indicates, but even wWhen the word
handkerchief implied unuch wider use,
these articles were not cheap and were
very much +the province of the gentry.
Indeed monograms wWere put on to then
less as decoration than in the hope that
if lost they would be returned to the
owner. As new materials and methods of
production became available, their use
became more widespread; a spot check by

15.



Lucy revealed that they are referred +to
44 +times in the first 200 pages of

Dickens, "Sketches by Boz". They Were
used for educational and political
purposes, brown handkerchiefs when

taking snuff, black or half black when
in mourning and on Derby Day you could
buy one on the racecourse with the
winner's name already printed in the
centre notif. Lucy’s collection
illustrated all +these and many mnore
examples, ranging from two inches to a
yard square,and, following an
enthralling lecture, her display was
besieged by an audience anxious to get a
closer look at all these fascinating
objects.

The audience for our October
lecture "Fire Fighting Past and Present
around Sheffield" was reduced to less
than half the average by the atrocious
weather. The lecture was to have been
given by Philip Walsh who uas
Fducational Resources Officer of the S.
Yorks Fire Services Museum but he had
left and the task was most ably
undertaken by Nigel Kind, with his
colleague Tony Hunter, both serving
firemen attached to the MNuseum. It was
set up in 1985 in the old West Bar Fire
Station, +the first purpose-~built (in
1900) station in Sheffield and fulfils
an important educational role with some
3000 schoolchildren a Yyear learning
about fire safety in organised visits.
Nigel started his lecture by showing us
the Home Office slides with which they
inaugurate the children’s tour, serving

16.



to remind us how relatively recent ars
fire brigades as we understand them.
These Wwere first organised hy insurance
companies and only responded to calls
from premises bearing their own firemark
but in Sheffield +the corporation took
over this organisation in the 1860's.
The next series of =slides showed us how
the fire engines developad from the
early manually operated through the
*steamers" which, +though still horse-
drawn, did provide power for the pumps,
to the modern enclosed vehicles which
meant that firemen were no longer liable
to be thrown off and injured before they
even reached the fire. Nigel also
displayed a selection of uniforms,
helmets etc., showing their development
over the vyears up to modern equipment
often developed as a by-product of
NASA's space programme. A particular
need in recent years has been for much
improved breathing apperatus. A
gripping lecture ended with a selection
of slides of often most dramatic
incidents in Sheffield and of the
impressive training establishment at
Moreton—-in—the-HMarsh.

A pleasing featurs of the year
has been the number of favourable
comments on +the condition of the Huseum
- the word immaculate has been used!
While the dry summer has no doubt helped
the main credit must go to the ladies
who form such a highly efficient
cleaning party once a month. Our thanks
go to them and to all others who,
whether in the Huseum or at our

17,



meetihgs, have helped to keep things
running smoothly.

Charles Goodwin.
HUSEUM CO¥MITTEE REPORT.

Huch of this report is again about
the conservation of our collection. We
are working towards applying for more
grants from +the East MNidlands Museum
Service (EMMS) by satisfying their two
preconditions: having professional
reports on +the conservation needs of
different +types of items and having
relative hunidity readings for different
parts of the museum over a year. While
the 014 House itself is our prime
exhibit, its all-pervading dampness in
winter, and the dust which lurks in all
the nooks and crannies, are bad for many
of our exhibits.

Raye Lea has organised changes in
the workroom (which is kept warm all
winter) +o allow maximum space for
Wwinter storage of vulnerable exhibits,
especially all textiles and paper items.
The workroom always looks well organised
now. When I go into it [ often remember
the state it was in after Mr. Rogers
ceased to be honorary curator and before
we started getting help from staff under
the various Manpower Services schemes.
It was knee deep with piles of
unaccessioned items and other things
waiting for someone to deal with. Part-
time help really is essential and Raye
carries out her duties wonderfully well.

18.



Fergus Reed of ENNS came rouncd the
museum in spring with a meter for ultra-
violet 1light - the wave length w®hich
does most damage to historic items
(though strong 1light of any type is
bad). As a result of his
recommendations, Nancy Pulley has made
muslin blinds for many windows and the
windows in the workroom are covered with
black blinds when no-one is in it. We
have a programme for renewing the ultra
violet filters on many cof the windows.

We are waiting for EHMM3 to produce
accession forms before reviewing the way
we deal with donations of items for our

collection. In +the meantime our old
ones should c¢ontinue in use. I wouid
remind wmembers that our acquisition
policy {which is a condition of

registration) limits our acquisitions to
items which relate to Bakewell and
District or improve our existing
collections. We are very grateful to
all those who have given items for our
wonderful collection but we must be more
choosy now because of this policy.
Besides which, we do not have the space
to display or store much more nor do ue
have +the ability or funds to restore
some types of items received in poor
gondition, We are still very keen,
however, to have +the opportunity to
acquire items which come within our
policy.

Notable donations since Autumn
1990 have been:— tuo local samplers, a
patchwork quilt c. 1860, a ZRussian
enbroidered smock, a silk wedding dress,

19.



cameras and photographic equipment, a
Victorian rhotographic album and
Valentine cards, souvenir programmes for
festivities, local advertising material,
and ledgers and accounts from Nelsons of
Buxton Road.

We have been very fortunate in

getting EMMS grants for nany
improvements to our displays over the
years. In the Chairman’s report you

will read how they have helped us with
a 50% grant to acquire models on which
to display clothes. Besides looking
much more authentic than our old models,
proper museum models are important for
conserving the «clothes (by avoiding
damage caused by sharp projections or by
forcing them over awkward limbs). In
future, grants for improvements to
displays will have to be justified in
terms of a marketing plan.

Members of Bakewell Photographic
Circle kindly made negatives {from our
collection of old photographs so that
the images will survive indefinitely.

Whether or not we receive grant, we
make steady improvements in our displays
each year, for instance in labelling and
lighting. In 1991 the lace display was
revamped with help from several experts.
Host notable new displays were of the
1887 ©bedspread and 1830°s dresses.
These acquisitions were recorded in the
last Journal.

Thanks are due to all those who
have helped maintain and improve our
nuseun. Hembers of the Huseum Comnittee
again bore the biggest burden, but many

20.



others helped {for instance aaking
covers for stored dresses). One of the
most willing members of the Huseunm
Committee was Stan Hill, whose sad death
occurred in September. We shall miss
him greatly.

Another sad event which occurred
during the year was the denmise of the

County Huseums Service. This was a
great help to us in the past. The
blacksuith’s forge was a notable
contribution. The headquarters at

Darley Dale has now closed and the staff
dispersed. The County Huseums Officer,
David Sorrell, has taksen early
retirement. He did so much to help the
independent museuns - of the County
without appearing at all like DBig
Brother,

George Challenger,
PUBLICATIONS®  COHMMITTEE.

Once again I wish to thank those
who have by their efforts made this
issue possible: Elizabeth Wilbur for
the unenviable task of ‘’translating’
from +the handwritten notes into the
final typed version, Eleanor Thacker and
Charles Goodwin for +the excellence of
their proof reading and of course all
the contributors without whom it would
not exist.

Ray Noyce.
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WHO DARES?
I R MEEKE

Everybody in Bakewell knows that the
Bridge was built din 1300. So that to
question this or produce evidence to the
contrary would cause the person who did so
(a) to be disbelieved (b) to be lynched.
But universal belief is no proof of fact,
only hard evidence provides 1it.

A  History of Bakewell by William

Boulsouver date un-recorded states "Holme
Bridge built in 1714 a year later than
Bakewell Bridge", see the Journal No 14

page 63, but it gives no evidence to
support this statement.

County bridges were the responsibility of
the Quarter Sessions from very early in the
seventeenth century. The County Councils
took them over late in the muineteentn
century. However the County Surveyor
states that he keeps no record of the
history of bridges or the date of their
construction,

The Quarter Sessions commissioned Cox to
go through their records and he published a
volume cataloguing them. A copy of this
volume is in the Derbyshire Record Office
at Matlock and at Chesterfield Public
Library. 1In it the only Bakewell reference
in the list of Derbyshire bridges, which
list gives the date that they were built or
first mentioned 1in the records by the
Quarter Sessions, is as follows

ad.



"Bakewell/Ashford Mic (Michaelmas Sitting)
1713, Made wider in 1823". This is in
spite of the fact that the list is very
complete and as can be seen on inspection
of the Quarter Session original records
bridges were constantly a problem. Every
time one required repair there was an entry
of the order to repair, for it was the
Quarter Sessions who levied the rate on
every parish to cover inter alia the cost
of repair of county bridges. It can also
be seen that bridges were very susceptible
to being destroyed or very badly damaged by
trees being washed against them in times of
flood and the weight of the water, held
back, breaking the arch. A great number of
Derbyshire bridges were so damaged over the
centuries. It is therefore strange that if
Bakewell bridge existed when, in about
1600, the Quarter Sessions took them over
that there is no mention of Bakewell bridge
for a hundred vyears. This is in no way
conclusive but it does cast grave doubts.

On reading the Quarter Session records,
which are alsc in the Record Office, it is
found that the bridge 1s described as
Nether Ashford. This seems to imply that
it 1s the Pack Horse bridge and Cox has
mixed the two,. But the widening can only
refer to the main bridge since the Pack
horse bridge has never been widened nor was
it a county bridge. However the date 1713
is exactly that which Bolsouver's history
quotes and there is no other reference to
Bakewell Bridge in the Quarter ©Session
records.

The Derbyshire Archaeological Journal Vol
53 reviews B Jervoise's book "The Ancient
Bridges of the Midlands and Eastern

23.



Fngland™ published by the Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings by The
Architectural Press 1932. It also reports
a talk given by the author to the Society
on Lhe subject. In the talk he gives
details of the history and dates of the
building of many of the Derbyshire bridges
hut only states ‘'history lacking' for
Bakewell Bridge. He shows that the first
reference to any stone bridge in Derbyshire
is to one in Derby in 1326 and scarcely any
others before the 1600's. All bridges over
the Wye, other than any pack horse bridges
which he does not include in his study, are
set out ag are all those over the Derwent.
He gave dates and details of their
construction. He notes that some bridges
which can be accurately dated were built in
an archaic style so that dating by style is
often inaccurate and gives Cavendish bridge
as an example of this. He obviously spent
much time visiting the bridges themselves
and researching early records including
those of the Quarter Sessions and ones at -
the National Record Office.

The National Trust Book of Bridges states
that the Bakewell Bridge is fifteenth
century i e of between 1400 and 1500 and
lists mnone earlier, the original Derby
bridge having been re-built. Pevesner
adopts local tradition and gives no
supporting evidence.

It does seem strange that there is such
resounding silence about Bakewell Bridge in
the records and for the first mention to. be
in 1713. Nor 1is there any mention Dy
visitors to the town. In 1662 Edward Brown
an undergraduate made a journey through
Derbyshire, part being from Chesterfield to
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Bakewell where he stayed the night. His
deseription of the countryside is of a very
desolare and wild area and one gathers that
he would have been most surprised to cross:
a fine stone bridge in such an uncivilised

place and would have meantioned it. He
speaks of the difficult nature of travel
un-marked; ways and raging torrents. In

1697 Celia Fiennes came to Bakewell on
norseback, not Dby coach as Journal 7
suggests, she came from Chatsworth so would
have to cross the Wye but makes no mention
of any bridge. Yet she. was a great
observer and recorder of detail such as
buildings and at that date there were not
usually stone bridges over every small
river. All very strange but mo proof one
way or the other.

Bridges have always cost a good deal of
money to build and have to be paid for.
Until the Quarter Sessions took them over
in the seventeenth century and imposed a
rate on all parishes in the county to
repair them and other county matters the
cost of building and repairing bridges was
entirely locally borne. No parish would be
able to afford to build one, They were
built either by a well-to-do borough or by

'a local magnate. They were only built if

they were badly needed to cross a deep
river which could not be forded or on a
very main route with so much traffic that
the bed of the ford could not be maintained

in a passable state. A ford would also be

inadequate on a busy all the year round
route as, in the winter, floods would make

' the route impassable. However unless the

road to it was also well maintained it
would be useless. Most Derbyshire roads
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were unusable in winter for as much as four
or five months until the turnpikes were
built around the mid eighteenth century.
There is no reason to think that the road
through Bakewell was aun all the year round
route until then. Anvone of any importance
rode and neither horses nor cattle were
worried by fording a river. The pootr got
their feet weat,. However 1f there was a
main pilgrim route a monastery might build
a bridge to encourage pilgrims to visit
their shrine. But there were no pilgrim
ways of any importance or shrines anywhere
in the district. Derbyshire was one of the
counties with scarcely a single monastery
and certainly none of any importance.

What motive was there to build a bridge
at Bakewell? Who had the money to do so0?
The Rector of Bakewell in 1300 and until
the Dissolution of the Monasteries was the
Lichfield Chapter who were extracting as
much money as they could from the Bakewell
estate to help them build their cathedral.
Nor did the Chapter own the laund on either
of the banks of the Wye. The land under
and on both sides was from the grant to the
Gernons of the Manor by King John and until
the Rutland sale of 1920 in the ownership
of the Lord of the Manor of Bakewell, It
seems that whenever and by whoever the
bridge was built it was the Lord of the
Manor of the time. The Lord of the Manor
in 1300 was a Germon who was not a great
and wealthy magnate. There seems no
possible candidate as a builder in 1300.
If we look at 1713 the Lord of the Manor
was the wealthy Duke of Rutland who owned
the land on both banks of the river at this
point.
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The first Duke of Rutland was active, at
the. end of the seventeenth century,
" building in Bakewell. Bath House was built
by him in 1697 and the Alms Houses in 1709.
The first Duke died in 1710/1 his successor
died in 1720 about when Bagshawe Hall was
built; this certainly was a Rutland
property in 1920 and presumably was also
one in 1720. Why should his Grace build the
Bath House at this time? One hundred years
later when White Watson ran it we know ‘that
it was used by persons who were ill for
treatment and that they came from a wide
local radius. These persons certainly
would not walk or ride a horse to Bakewell
since their complaints prevented this.
They must have travelled by coach, private
or public, but in 1700 the turnpikes to
Bakewell had not been built and the roads
‘to Bakewell were deplorable from the
descriptions of the travellers of the time.
The A 6 did not exist until a turnpike paid
for by the Duke of Rutland was made many
years later.

The old road was close to Haddon and the
old route from Haddon to Bakewell was via
Coombs Road. This wmay well have been
maintained muech better than the parish
roads by his Grace for his own benefit.
The 1799 map of Bakewell shows a ford at
the site of the iron bridge called Beeley
ford and the later census calls Coombs Road
Derby Gate, in other words the normal road
to Derby and the South., Roads were in 1700
beginning to be built in many parts of
England although the turnpikes to Bakewell
were all built about 40 years later than
1713, Today the main road from West to
East goes through Stoney Middleton and
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Baslow not Bakewell and also did so in the
seventeenth cenbury,

Bathing for cleanliness was not much
practised in 1600 as witness the two baths
taken in the life of Queen Elizabeth and it
is doubtful whether even in 1700 anybody
bathed regularly. Did his Grace wish to
use the Baths for medicinal purposes for
himself and his family?.

The first Duke was 72 when he died and he
would probably have given up riding a horse
and would be using a ccach for any Jjourney
from Haddon to Bakewell as would any ladies
of his family. It is generally said that
the Dukes no longer lived at Haddon after
1700 and that Haddon Hall was un-occupied
after 1700. However the Complete Peerage
Vol XI states, in a footnote to the
biography of the third Duke (1721 ~ 1779),
that he was the last Duke to live at Haddon
until modern times. Doubtless Belvoir was
the main resgidence of all the Dukes but it
would seem that Haddon was still used by
them until after 1713 so that for their own
comfort a bridge would be desirable for
carviage transport, They also owned the
market and a bridge might increase its use
and their tolls, especially in winter. The
Market Hall originates from this time and
would have been built by the Duke to
improve the market's facilities.

The Gell estate map of 1709 in the
Derbyshire Record Office at Matlock does
not extend far enough to help.

The bridge is listed by the Department of
the Environment English Heritage Denartment
as an ancient monument, as are many bridges
built after 1300, They state:- "our
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records do not appear to give any specific
date for the bridge at Bakewell, mentioning
only that it is a post-medieval structure,
dating from the late 17th - early 18th
Century" Doubtless this will surprise many
people in Bakewell who always supposed that
the Ancient Monument listing gave the 1300
date,

On the present evidence there is only one
verdict, the wuseful Scots one of "Not
Proven", One day some definitive evidence
may surface possibly from the -Rutland
Archives at Belvoir, Carrington who was
the Duke's Archivist recorded notes on the
archives . These notes are on microfilm at
the Record Office but as yet have not been
studied in detail nor catalogued; perhaps
they may one day throw some light on the
problem, Until then it certainly seems
that 1300 is most doubtful, supported only
by hearsay and 1713 secems the far more
likely date.

Before anybody dismisses the conclusions
of his article as rubbish they should ask
themselves the following question - Is it
probable that a small town in the wilder
part of England on no principal road should
“have the first stone bridge in Derbyshire
built over a shallow fordable stream on a
very un-important track ?
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J.H.NELSCN and Sons.
Pork Butchers.

The business was founded in 1842 by
Horatio Nelson (only son of John & Jane
Nelson of Manchester) in premises i
Mill Street, Bakewell, which are now
being converted to Town Houses.

After some 35 years the Dbusiness
had expanded and was taken over by
Francis Nelson, fourth son of Horatio.
He was one of twelve children and after
receiving a legacy from an aunt invested
his money(around 1880) in building the
present block of property on the site of
three old cottages. His family
consisted of two sons and two daughters
who survived infancy.

The bugsiness continued to prosper
and expanded into surrounding rural
areas with horse~drawn deliveries. One
common feature of this period was for a
farmer or smallholder to rear three or
four pigs, one for himself, to provide
salted bacon and hams during the winter,
and the remainder to be sold to Hr.
Nelson.

One son, John Henry, went into the
business with his father, finally taking
over in 1807. Until his father's death
in 1913 John paid him £1. each Monday as
rent and all Rates and Taxes.
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During the years 1914-18 shortages
and difficulties arose and lack of
control by +the Government meant that
prices of pigs rose to hitherto
unprecedented heights. The business had
no option but to pay these prices in the
open market,

After 1819 John Henry was
eventually joined by his +three song,
Francis Richard, John Henry and Horatio,
his wife and daughter also taking an
active part in the ©business. (John
Henry junior left Bakewell in 1923 +to
open a shop in Stockport).

By 1838 +the business was
flourishing and had made a name, for
outside the original area, for
specialised products such as Bradenhan
Hams and large pork pies which were sent
all over the country.

Once again difficulties arose with

the onset of World War 11. By the
sumner of 1840 meat rationing was in
force, each area being under the

jurisdiction of a 1local Food Office
which implemented Ministry instructions
and requirements. These were not
enforced quite sSo0 rigorously as was the
case wWith the general Dbutcher whose
customners were restiricted by a price per
head per week. By early 18941, however,
the once large stocks of bacon and hans
were depleted and wartine controls
started in earnest. Staff were called
up for Military Service, leaving two
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partners, staff under 18 years of age
and by now two aging parents to run the
business.

By 1942 food shortages were acute
and an article appeared in "The
Derbyshire Times" complaining that the
inhabitants of Matlock had to journey to
Bakewell to buy pork pies and sausages.

The Ministry of Food had designated
J.H. Nelson & Sons as Manufacturers of
Heat Products rather tham Butchers and
they were accordingly allowed to sell
ration-free pork pies and sausages and
some cooked meats and bacon on the
rations. Many of the supplies came fron
central depots - United States pork,
lard and fat backs from lowa, Australian
Ox hinds, all to be prepared and
processed tQ help feed a hungry
population. One ‘brother had by this
time +taken over the Ministry Contract
for =slaughtering and handling what
animals were available for local
butchers in Bakewell and Matlock.

Despite the end of the war in 1945,
controls and =shortages persisted until
the end of hoth rationing and controls
in 1854,

John Horatio HNelson, son of
Horatio, joined the business in 1948 and
went into partnership with his uncle
Francis in 1953 on +the death of his
father.
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With the return of normal supplies
in 1954 business could be resumed once
more in the traditional way, pigs being
bought locally and slaughtered on the
premises, A change in public taste
resulted in an ever-—increasing demand
for pork pies, Sausages and fresh pork,
but a decline in large joints and
traditional 18 — 20 1lbs. home-cured and
Bradenham hams of +the pre-war years.
Due +to difficulties with the postal
service +the practice of posting pork
pies etc., was discontinued, but this
was more +than compensated for by a
vastly increased local demand.

In October 1987 Francis R. Nelson
retired from the business due to ill-
health and J.H. Nelson continued in the
traditional way until his retirement in
1991,

Buxion Foad,

Batewell, 190

Bought of FRANCIS NELSON,
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WORCSWORTH IN DERBYSHIRL

by Trevor Brigaion

Derbyshire has produced a number of minor poets,
principal among them Charles Cotton. He is most celebrated
for joining with Isaac Walton in making 'The Compleat Angler’
one of the most loved works of English literature. However,
his 'Wonders of the Peake’ has gained him a place among
topographical English poets and the admiration of subsequent
romantic writers. Wordsworth, a poetic giant in comparison,
praised the works of the Peakland poet, as did his friend
Coleridge. Wordsworth, who had read much of the literature
on the Peak, ventured into Cotton’s country in November 1830
when he was sixty years old. He passed through quickly, not as
a tourist but as a traveller., Within three days he had entered
the County at Chapel-en-le-Frith and had left it beyond
Swarkeston Bridge. The intervening nights were spent in
Bakewell - almost certainly at the Rutland Arms, on Bonfire
Night - and at Derby.

November is not the best month to cross the Pennines
and view the Peak, especially on horseback; but, although not
an accomplished horseman, Wordsworth was a stalwart
countryman, used to the rigours of the Lakeland fells. Despite
his necessary haste and the brevity of his stay he was,
nevertheless, able to make some sharp observations on the
places through which he had passed and to leave us two
sonnets, one written on the spot and polished afterwards.
Significantly this was a poem on Chatsworth which Cotton
himself had extolled in verse in 1681 as one of his "Wonders of
the Peak". :

Writing after his harrowing journey, Wordsworth
explained his reason for undertaking it in a letter to William
Rowan Hamilton addressed from his destination in Cambridge
and dated November 26, 1830, '
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You tell me kindly that you have often asked
yourself, Where is Mr Wordsworth? and the question
has readily been solved for you. "He is al Cambridge’ -
a great mistake! So late as the 5th of November, I will
tell you where I was; a solitary equestrian entering the
romantic little town of Ashford-in-the-Waters, on the
edge of the wolds of Derbyshire, at the close of day,
when guns were beginning to be let off and squibs to be
fired on every side, so that I thought it prudent to
dismount and lead my horse through the place, and so
on to Bakewell, two miles farther. You must know how
1 happened to be riding through these wild regions. It
was my wish that Dora should have the benefit of her
pony while at Cambridge, and very valiantly and
economically I determined, wunused as I am {0
horsemanship, to ride the creature myself. I sent James
with it to Lancaster; there mounted; stopped a day at
Manchester, a week at Coleorton, and so reached the
end of my journey safe and sound - not, however,
without encountering two days of tempestuous rain.
Thirty-seven miles did I ride in one day through the
worst of these storms. And what was my resource?
guess again:  writing verses to the memory of my
departed friend Sir George Beaumont, whose house I
had left the day before. While buffetting the other
storm I composed a Sonnet upon the splendid domain
at Chatsworth, which T had seen in the morning, as
contrasted with the secluded habitations of the narrow
Fells in the Peak. (1)

Dorothy Wordsworth, the poet’s sister, writing to her

friend Catherine Clarkson in Suffolk, about 5th November,
says he is en route to Cambridge and hopes to meet with Mary,
his wife, and Dora, his daughter.
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- William and Mary and their Daughter returned
to us last Saturday but one - and again they have left us
- Mary and Dora are now at Manchester and William
on his travels on horse-back. They are to meet at Derby
to-morrow, and proceed thence to Coleorton, where



they will stay 1ill the end of the week, and then go to
Cambridge where they will all remain at least a month.

(2)

Wordsworth described his journey in some detail in a
letter from Coleorton to his sister Dorothy at Rydal Mount on
8th November. He had set out on Dora’s pony and she and her
mother were to follow by coach. He rode to Preston and then
himself took a coach, his friend John Cookson of Kendal
having ridden the pony to Bullock Smithy near Manchester.

I had set off from Manchester at 8 by coach,
mounted at B. Smithy, and proceeded (look, dearest D.
at the Map - Sarah I know does not matter such details -
the map 1 mean prefixed to that Book about
Derbyshire, which Chris: left) by Chapel le Frith, Peak
Forest, Tideswell, Cressbrook, and Ash-ford in the
Waters to Bakewell where I slept. This road led me
through the central Hills of Derbyshire. At Chapel,
while my Pony was baiting I strolled into the Church-
yard as usual.  There was one, and only one monument
of the Dumfries character, a white and shewy Obelisk; I
walked up towards it, commenting with too much self-
complacency upon the vanity of Man, and received a
sudden shock from these words engraven on the side
that faced me - *The Lord will deliver thee into the
hands of Death, and erclong O Reader thou shalt be
with me’. At the Village of Peak Forest I saw fields of
corn in the Sheaf, and ascending with the road to the
highest and bleakest point that it crossed, I found a
newbuilt Inn, called, as its Inscription of invitation tells
the Traveller, Mount Pleasant, ‘our first best country
ever is at home’. - A starveling field or two of corn,
intersecting stone walls without number, and few
neighbouring eminences as unatiractive, made all the
prospect of Mount Pleasant. At Tideswell is a noble
Church for its sequestered site; I regretted that my time
did not allow me to enter it. Mounted a hill, and
descended upon the Village of Cressbrook, where is a
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large Factory - but the Wey (3}, which I here first came
in sight of, is singularly beautiful both above and below
the Village. It winds between green lawny hills and
limestone steeps, through a narrow trough, and twists its
way in some places through slips of meadow-ground as
rich in verdure as Nature’s bounty can make them. I
was charmed with the mile and a half of this Stream
along which my road took me, wished for you both a
hundred times. I would gladly have continued to follow
the river, which I was told was possible, but along a
rugged track that might have lamed my Pony, and the
day was too far advanced, so 1 yielded to necessity, and
turned up the main road after halting often to look back
upon this happy and holy seclusion, for such I could not
but think it. (4) I clomb the hill, descended, and joined
the Wey again at Ashford; a pretty spot, but twilight
was coming on. - The firing of guns startled me every
now and then, for it was the fifth Nov: and I thought it
prudent to dismount, and walked most of the 2 miles
into Bakewell. - Rose early - rode down the valley with
Haddon Hall in view, and at the point where Wey and
Derwent unite, turned up towards Chatsworth - rode a
mile, and leaving my pony to bait, walked up the valley
and through Chatsworth Park to the House - splendid
and large, but growing larger every year. (3) The trees
in this valley are still in many places clothed with rich
variegated foliage - and so I found many all the way
almost to Derby. My feelings at Chatsworth as
conirasted with those which had moved me in the
higher part of the Peak Country will be best given in the
following, for which, as fresh from the brain, make such
allowance as you can;

Chatsworth! thy Park, and Mansion spreading wide
And towering high, strange contrast do present

To the plain treasures of that craggy Rent

Which late I saw, where Wey’s blue waters glide,

A Dell whose native Occupants abide

As in a dear and chosen banishment

With every semblance of entire content,
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So kind is simple Nature, fairly tried!

Yet he, whose heart in childhood gave her troth

To pastoral dales thin-set with modest Farms,
May learn, if judgment strengthen with his growth,
That not for Fancy only Pomp hath charms;

And, diligent to guard from lawless harms

The extremes of favour'd life, may honor both. (6)

In another manuscript Wordsworth headed these lines
'Composed on my solitary equestrian journey thro’ Derbyshire,
after visiting Chatsworth’. TLater he polished and aliered the
sonnet and published it as follows (the changes are underlined)
in 1835.

CHATSWORTH! thy stately mansion, and the

. pride
Of thy domain, strange contrast do present
To house and home in many a craggy rent
Of the wild Peak; where new-born waters glide
Through fields whose thrifty occupants abide
As in a dear and chosen banishment,
With every semblance of entire content,
So kind is simple Nature, fairly tried!
Yet He whose heart in childhood gave her troth
To pastoral dales, thin-set with modest farms,
May learn, if judgment strengthen with his growth,
That, not for Fancy only, pomp hath charms;
And, strenuous to protect from lawless harins
The extremes of favoured life, may honour both. (7)

What a contrast with Cotton’s lines on Chatsworth!

Wordsworth walked back to his pony which he had
probably left in, or near, Beeley and resumed his journey.

Descending Darley dale I went inlo Darley
Church yard and found by measure that its tall yew tree
_is in girth eleven times the length of my arm; but the
tree in the expression and character of its trunk and
arms is not to be compared to the best of those in
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Borrowdale. A mile below, upon an eminence to the
right 1 recognized the two Trees that gave occasion to !
my Sonnet on the parting of the two Brothers. (8)

He had read about and been moved by the story of
Oker Hill in 1828 and composed this sonnet which was

published in the following year.

A TRADITION OF OKER HILL IN DARLEY
DALE, DERBYSHIRE

“Tis said that to the brow of yon fair hill

Two Brothers clomb, and, turning face from face,
Nor one look more exchanging, griefto still

Or feed, each planted on that lofty place

A chosen Tree; then, eagerto fulfil

Their courses, like two new-born rivers,they

in Opposite directions urged their way

Down from the far-seen mount. No blast might kil
Or blight that fond memorial; - the trees grew,
And now entwine their arms; but ne’eragain
Embraced those Brothers upon earth’s wide plain,
Nor aught of mutual joy or sorrow knew

Uniil their spirits mingled in the sea

That to itself takes all, Eternity. (9)

At this point on his journey the poet appears to have
taken a passing coach, He sat outside, as he regularly did, and
tells us that "this pleasing tradition (the Oker Hill story) was
told me by the coachman at whose side I sate while he drove
down the dale, he pointing to the trees on the hill as he related
the story". In his letter to Dorothy he continues.

- T could not hear of any such tradition from the
people whom I questioned, but a little Boy told me that
the trees, two sycamores, were called Wm Shore’s trees
from the name of the man who had planted them above
200 years ago; and that a woman had been buried near
them. The same Informant told me that two very large
Willows had stood close by where we were, called
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Scotch Trees; and that the spot which he poinied o was
called” Scotchman’s Turn, from a Scotchman who had
been murthered there. (10

It is not clear whether Wordsworth remounted at
Matlock. His letter to his sister gives a brief description of the
place and the remainder of his ride through the county.

- Matlock looked charming with its hoary, dove-
coloured rocks, its ivy, its eugh-trees, its elms retaining .
much of their faded foliage, and several of its other
trees as green as in Summer. [ never saw such a
beautiful decoration of China roses and pyracanthus as
upon one cottage at the entrance of this place, The
berries were in the utmost profusion, and brilliant as
gems; I thought with regret of the poor appearance of
our tree when I left it. Dear Sara, what is the cause?
Billy’s quondam owners were delighted with news of
him. I found he is of Welch breed, and cost them 7
pound. (/1)  Incessant rain to Derby, but the rich
woods and green lawns made some amends - a high
wind also. -Started a litile after six - baited at
Swarkstone Bridge upon Trent, and halted again at
Breedon for the sake of mounting the Rock which I had
never done before, The view very confined on account
of mist and vapour, though the morning was bright.
(12) ‘

And so he continued to the house of his friend, Sir
George Beaumont, at Coleorton in Leicestershire.

Many critics maintain that Wordsworth’s powers as a
poet were in decline by this time. Certainly his lines on
Chatsworth are not especially memorable; they tell us more of
his interest in, and ability to write about, the humbler, pastoral
scenes than the "charms of pomp".
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MNotes

1. The Letters of William & Dorothy Wordsworth, 2nd

Edn. Vol. V "The Later Years"; part 11 1829-1834,

Ed. A G Hill, Oxford 1979. p353

Ibid p335

Writers of the 18th & 19th centuries sometimes refer to

the River Wye as "the Wey".

He was looking down on Monsal Dale from Monsal

Head before descending by the road into Ashford.

Wordsworth arrived half way through the period of

expansion at Chatsworth carried out by the 6th Duke of

Devonshire and his architect, Jeffry Wyatville. As

Francis Thomson says, "Constructive work started in

1820. Both inside and outside the house, it continued

without intermission for twenty years." A History of

Chatsworth, Country Life, 1949, p102

The Letters of William & Dorothy Wordsworth Vol V,

p340 _

The Poetical Works of William Wordsworth, ed E de

Selincourt & H Darbishire, OUP 1954 pp49 & 434.

Ibid p340

The Poetical Works of William Wordsworth, pp49 &

434

10.  The Letters of Wiiliam & Dorothy Wordsworth, Vol V,
p340

11, Sarah Hutchinson, referred to here, was Mary Words-
worth’s sister. Billy was Dora Wordsworth’s pony.

12.  The Letters of William & Dorothy Wordsworth, Vol V,
pp340-341
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Excavaiions a1 Alt Saints Church, Bakewell, 1930-S1

- An_interim note

' Ken Smith
Archaeoiogist
Peak National Park

For seven days in May 1990, and again for two days in
May 1991, archaeological excavations took place at the
west end of All Saints Church, Bakewell, These were
rescue excavations, needed because ground was to be
disturbed to allow a new path to be built around the west
end to allow easier access for those not able easily to
negotiate the steps. The existing path was laid in 1899.

It was decided to excavate the ground archaeologically
ahead of this development because there was a chance
that undisturbed layers relating to the development of the
west end of the church since the Norman period, or even
garlier, might remain below the existing path. it is
important to take such opportunities as developments like
this offer, to try and throw light, in this instance, on the
development of one of the most important early church
sites in Derbyshire, It was decided that the controlled
.. archaeological excavations should not extend any lower
than the depth required for the new path. In this way, if
layers did exist, they would not be damaged unnecessarily.
Controlled excavation also allowed for the sensitive
removal of the human remains that were expected to be
found, even though there were no surface markers to
indicate their presence.

In the event, the excavations did not throw any light on
the early history of the development of the west end of the
church. There are a number of reasons for this. Firstly,
the excavation was limited to that required for the new
path and this hardly bit into the underiving ground,
particularly outside the west front.
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Secondly, drains had been built immediately adjacent to
the church wall. The original late-Victorian system was °
replaced when the concrete path was laid. These drains
destroyed archaeological leveis adjacent to the church
wall. As the drains extended deeper than the excavation
limit, they were left in situ. They now lie beneath the new
path. -

The third reason suggested itself as the work progressed.
Apart from an area outside the west door, the churchyard
adjacent to the west end had been used in the past as part
of the graveyard and the ground had been completely
disturbed by earlier burials. Thus any layers that might
have existed in these areas would have been destroyed by
the digging of graves. The area devoid of burials, adjacent
to the west door, was one of dry sandy material rather
than the clay that occurred at the north end of the
excavation and the decayed limestone at the south. This
sandy material was either imported to make up the ground
for the original path or, more likely, was introduced
following the excavations made hereabouts in 1898 as part
of the restoration of the west door.

The main area of disturbance to burials in 1899 was
between the north door and the north-west corner of the
church, There appeared to have been little such
disturbance around the south-west corner of the church
because of the higher level of the path in this area. A
lead-lined coffin had obviously been uncovered during the
path works in 1899 but a decision had evidently been
made then not to disturb it and the path had been raised
over it. This explained why there were two steps up from
the South Porch to the start of the path around the west
end.

The majority of burials encountered were incomplete, This
is the result of the use of the churchyard for centuries.
New graves cut into earlier ones and thus disturbed their
contents. Also nearly all the burials had been made
without coffins. Only very occasionally was it possible to
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_and the lead coffin was re-interred immediately.

identify soil marks where a wooden coffin had decavyed or
where the remains of iron coffin furniture - handles or
corner plates - had lain. The majority of bodies had been
enclosed only in shrouds. Indeed, a number of bronze pins .
were. found associated with these burials. Unless these
pins had been backfilled when the graves had been filled
in, they must have come from shrouded burials. Two
wooden coffins were identified by soil marks in the area
beneath the 1899 path, west of the North Door. One was
only 0.6m long and obviously contained an infant. The
other contained an adult.

‘A third coHin was the one with the lead lining, mentioned

above. The presence of iron coffin furniture indicated that

the lead coffin was a lining for a wooden coffin.  The
“levels for the base of the new path were below that of the

base of the lead coffin. A new grave was therefore dug
adjacent to the original in otherwise undisturbed ground

®

~The articulated human skeletons encountered during the
- work were excavated archaeofogicaily, drawn,

photographed and lifted. The remains of each individual
are kept together, Before they are re-buried (in sanctified
ground), a superficial study will be made at Sheffield
University to try and establish some basic information such
as sex and age at death. Some ailments that people
suffered during life, like osteo-arthritis, can be identified
through the effect they have on bones. The identification
of the types of ailments suffered in the past, their
frequency and where they occurred, helps towards an
understanding of such things as diet and living and

. working conditions.

~ The excavation of the path adjacent to the South Parch

revealed part of the foundations of the buttress to the
south-west corner of the porch. The huttress above
ground level is on a slightly different alignment to the
underlying masonry. This suggests either a fairly rough
and ready laying of foundations that were never intended
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to be exposed or the presence of a structure that pre-dates
the building of the South Porch in the 15th century.
insufficient amounts of the foundations were expased
during the course of the path work to determine which
explanation is more likely. On balance the former
suggestion seems most likely at present.

Conclusions

The excavations demonstrated that the construction of the
original path in 1899 had extended laterally and vertically
down into parts of the churchyard that had been used in
the past for burial. This has resulted in the removal,
truncation and disturbance of burials. The work in 1990
and 1991 for thé new path also resulted in disturbance to
burials. The majority of these were shrouded interments,
without coffins. Using a coffin for each burial only became
common practice in the late eighteenth century, Prior 10
this the parish coffin was used for each burial (where one
was available) but was not buried with each body. It
seems likely therefore that most of the burials encountered
were made before the mid-gighteenth century, even in the
area close to the church, where burial is thought either to
reflect or confer status. Of the three coffin burials, one
was of an infant. One of the others had a lead-lined
coffin, suggesting a wealthy individual of some status.
‘None of the burials yielded any evidence to indicate when
they were made.

There were no surviving markers such a grave slabs or
headstones to indicate the location of any of the burials
excavated as part of this work. However, the lack of
markers is no real indicator of great antiquity as the
removal of old headstones, both before and as a result of
modern churchyard rationalisation, is a widespread
phenomenon. All that can be sald with certainty is that all
the burials encountered pre-date, presumably by some
years, the 1889 path.
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The excavations gave no evidence for stratigraphy
associated with any phase of past construction or
modification of the West Front., The depth limit to these
rescue excavations meant that around the West Front,
excavations did not extend sufficiently deep to be out of
ground works associated with the refurbishment of the
west door in 1898 and the construction of the path in
1899, The possibility of archaeclogical stratigraphy deeper
beneath the foundations of the new path cannot be ruled
out.
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BEESWAX AND BOMBS
The opening of Eyam Hall to the Public

C. A. Fooks

One day last winter I found a bomb .

On this particular day, I was sorting out the
china asnd glass cupboard. A few antlers, a game
and some cutliery were unexpected but not very
surprising finds. However, on unwrapping one of
the numerous newspaper-wrapped parcels, I found
an object about a foot long, about two inches
across, with a hollow tail fto which were
altached three fins and, at the other end, a
stubby "nose" through which there was a pin. I
asked the plumber, who happened to be around,
if he thought I ought Lo be worried about this.
He took several steps back and said he thought
so. I rang the local police rather
apologetically and a policeman duly turned up.
He took one look at the object and summoned the
Bomb Disposal Sguad. On their arrival, they
told usg that it was a First World War German
spigot mortar bomb. They took it away and duly
blew it up.

Although the bomb cannot be on display, we hope
to show to the public a good selection of all
the other items in the house.

I am working at Eyam Hall, helping the owhers,
Robert and Nicola Wright, to make it ready for
opening to the public in the Spring of 1882,
This involves a huge job of sorting out all the
contents of every room, cupboard, chest, box
and attic of a large house. The conlenis are
always varied: [ am as likely to Find beautiful
china, fine lace, Victorian household gadgets,
faded photographs and ilmpressive silver as [ am
to find modern brown paper and cardboard boxes
and usually there are representatives from many

48,



of these categories in the same container.

The house itself is a fascinating example of a
"manor house", which has developed throughout
its continuocus occupation by the same family,
the Wrights of Eyam, for over three hundred
yvears. Not only can one see the house in which
this family lived and still live, but it is
still full of their possessions: from all dates
since the house's building to the bicycles and
go-carts of today. The house is full of
portraits of ils previous inhabitants and has a
strong feeling of being lived in and loved over
the centuries. in this article, 1 shall sketch
the history of the house and the family with
whom it is so strongly associated and give an
outline of what is happening now. '

The present Eyam Hall is in the centre of the
village, opposite the stocks. There have been
iwo previous Halls in the village: the earlier
one has disappeared completely, and the other,
Bradshaw Hall, is but a truncated remnant and
in too poor a condition for visitors to be
allowed near it. Bradshaw Hall was first the
property of the Stafford family who had large
estates in and around Eyam and, by the time of
the plague, had passed to the Bradshaws and was
being rebuilt. When the plague came to Evam,
the Bradshaws departed forthwiih, never to
return. It has been suggested that much of the
building material for the present Eyam Hall
came From Bradshaw Hall and even that it was a
copy of the earlier building. These theories
both seem unlikely because Eyam Hall is ashlar
while Bradshaw Hall is coursed rubble. It also
ctretches credulity to imagine a wealthy
Derbyshire gentleman providing himselflf with’
building materials by pillaging the prestigious
and recently-vacated seat of an established and
influential family.

The existing Eyam Hall, despite its somewhat
carlier appearance, was largely built in 1671-2
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by Thomas Wright of Unthank for his son John
Wright who was to marry Elizabeth Knivetfton, an
heiress. The date 1678 on cone of the impressive
lead downspouts on the front of the house,
which has often been iaken as ithe date of the
building, appears to be a red herring. The
current building was not the first house on the
site, however, Thoemas Wright boughl the then
existing house and surrcunding land for £3156
from John Wilson of Eyam, yeoman, in 1671.
Wilson had himself bought it from Sir George
Savile of Thornhill, Yorks, the Lord of the
Manor at the time, for £4 10s in 1662/3, Wilson
makes frequent appearances in Eyam documents of
the period and appears to have heen speculating
in land and lead. He may well have been an
agent for Savile and buying the house as part
of a more complicated deal. It seems unlikely
that the differernce in price represented profit
for Wilson because Savile was well aware of
local prices and Wilson later died without
enough ready cash to pay his debts.

The house which Wilson owned was probably an
L-shaped early 17th century one, roughly where
the existing back and east wing are now. The
present apparently Jacobean staircase may well
derive from this house. 11 incorporated an
earlier, 16th century, house, traces of which
can still be seen on the back. The eceast wing
was substantially rebuilt by Thomas Wright when
he added the smart new front and west side in
the late 17th century.

Thomas Wright of Unthank was a younger son of
the Wrights of Great Longstione, who had been in
Great Longstone since at least the fourteenth
century. He, like his father before him, had
made money in lead-mining. MHe now wished to set
up his son by his sccond marriage, John, {who
too made his money in lead) as a landed
gentlenan, Elizabelth Eniveton, whom John was
to marry, who also had money from lead, had
been left as co-heiress and sole execulrix of
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his will by her father, who was a lawyer and
presumably knew what he was doing. His trust
seems to have been justified, for Elizabeth not
only secured a new house for herself {and
probably had her say in the design of it), but
also secured exceptional rights over her own
property even after marriage. She brought
property worlth £1500 with her into the
marriage, including lucrative shares in the
Odin mine in Castleton. She was also to hold
the house for l1life for jointure after John's
death. The portrait of Elizabeth as a girl with
her family still hangs in the hall.

The inventory taken of the house on John
Wright's death in 1693 makes fascinating
reading. It gives, in some detail, the contents
of the rooms and some idea can be gained of the
number of people the house was set up to
accommodate. Some of the furniture listed in
it, notably the "two large Cupboards" in the
hall and the "Great Table" in the kitchen, is
still in the house and will be shown to
visitors. The inventory is given in full at the
end of this article.

John and Elizabeth'se grandson was another John
{1700-17980). His father, Thomas, died when he
was three and he was pul in the care of his
uncle, Charles Potts. Charles Potts was later
accused of having misappropriated John's
father's books which were an impressive-
sounding collection of law, divinity, history,
grammar, philoscophy, clessics and Erasmus.
However, during John's minority, lead mining
went through a bad patch and Polts may well
have had to sell the books te pay the calls on
the shares. At any rate, 1f there was a
dispule, it seems not to have been a lasting
one, for John Wright remained on good terms
with Potts. John Wright was eventually to
inherit the Wright estate in Great Longstone as
well as Evam, when the Great lLongstone line
died out in 1771.
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John Wright married Jane Farewell in 1721. She
was an heiress who brought with her many
portraits of her ancestors, books (which were
no doubtlt much appreciated in the
circumstances), and a set of 17th century
bed-hangings which are still in the house. They
are made of woollen embroidered pictures of
birds, flowers, and plants sewn onto a linen
backing. The wool looks as bright as the day ll
was made, in vivid yellows, reds and greens,
but the linen is in shreds. It is unfortunately
impossible to display them in this condition,
but 1t is hoped that opening to the public will
generate funds to pay for this and other
essential work.

1t has been suggested that many of the internal
fittings of the Hall are 18th century. It secems
very likely that the Hall had fallen into
disrepair and that, with financial improvement,
a marriage with an heiress and a new family in
residence, substantial work was done. This may
well have included many doors and cupboards,
fireplaces, chimneys and a new kitchen which 1is
tacked on the side of the house, ruining its
symmetry. The original kitchen was next to the
hall, in what is now the dining room. An extira
polite room was clearly required, and the
kitchen was moved right to the edge of the
house, with only a maids' bedrooem above. The
original house had showed traces of a
medieval-style design with a central hall,
kitchen off it to the left and parlour off it
to the right, It also seems to have had a
great-chamber-type room above the hall.

It was John Wright who was living at Eyam Hall
at the time of the 1745 Jacobite Hebellion and
ilts penetration as far south into Engiland as
Derby. He answered the summons of the Duke of
Devonshire {William, 3rd Duke) to a meeting at
the George at Derby on 28th September 1745 to
discuss what meassures the gentlemen of the area
should take. He was clearly on good termns
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socially with the Cavendisbes because in 1728 a
‘group of friends, including a Henry Cavendish,
wrote their names on the drawing room window.
On the 31st October 1745, the Duke sent him a
draught for £195 9s to allow him to set up,
clothe and pay a company of volunteer foot for
four weeks., The men were to be quartered at
local public houses at a cost of 6d a day each
and the Duke would provide the privates with
arms. Pay was specified, including {daily) 8s
for the captain, 4s for the lieutenant, 2
sergeants at ls 6d, a drummer at 1s 3d and 50
privates at 1s a day. There was also an
association which raised money to pay for the
fight against the pretender, which declared its
abhorrence of the rebellion and Popery and
engaged the members to hazard their lives and
fortunes in the defence of His Majesty’s person
and government.

John Wright and Jane Farewell had a large
family and Eyam Hall is fortunate in its -
portraits of them. The eldest son, Thomas, died
in his father's lifetime and is shown as a
chubby-faced boy with thoughtful eyes,
sccompanied by his dog.

John Wright the younger, 1724-1779, was the
second son and a notable soldier. He was also
painted as a boy with his dog, but in uniform.
By 1739 {(aged 15), he had a commission as an
Ensign in Henry Ponsonby's Regiment of foot. He
wag promoted steadily. In 1742 he was lst
Lieutenant. In 1751 he became Adjutant to
Colonel Lord Loudon {John Earl of Loudon, who
had been heavily inveolved in the suppression of
the '45), in 1755 Captain of a Company in the
30th regiment of foot commanded by Lt. Gen.
John Earl of Loudon. Ultimately he became
Major. This promotion may have been dus to
military skill, but the family connection with
the Cavendishes will undoubtedly have helped.
In 1760 he appears in Germany, during the Seven
Years’® War, as an aide-de-camp to person
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unknown. A fragment of his journal has
survived, in which he notes down "Hizs Serene
Highness's" orders for the day regarding such
matters as baggage, forage and the chain of
command. John seems to have been part of a
British detachment. John finally became
aide-de-camp to General Burgoyne, a commander
of the British Forces in America. RBurgoyne led
a somewhat unproductive invasion of lhe
“rebellious states from Canada in 1777 and was
forced to surrender alt Saratoga. France
promptly allied herself with the rebels. John,
despite his involvement in this episode, 1is
also the subject of the most magnificent
portrait in the house, a large painting of him
in middle age, resplendent in uniform red coat
and tricorn hat, ornamented with gold braid,
gesturing to a battle in the background.

John too predeceased his father and the third
and fifth sons, James and William, died as
babies. The fourth son was Robert Wright,
1731-1803, a captain in the arny. He married in
1759 Elizabeth Grossett (of Bredisholm, her
family seat just outside Glasgow) whilst
stationed in Gibraltar and someone, said to
have been the lady’'s brother, drew the coats of
arms of the two families on the Drawing Room
window in 1760. They were to have 4 sons and 2
daughters. Their first children were born in
Gibraltar, in 1764 and 5, two further sons were
born at Eyam but the remaining children's
births and the death of Elizabeth took place in
Tideswell, the last in 1773. Robert and his
second wife, Mary Hodgkinson, who had
previously been his cook or housekeeper, had a
daughter Elizabeth there in 1776. Elizabeth was
apparently somewhat cold-shouldered by her
eldest half-brother, John Thomas Wright, who
had his eve on climbing up the social ladder
and was to marry Catherine Jane, daughter of
Sir Stafford Northcote of Pines, Co. Devon,
Bart. The story has a happy ending, however,
because Elizabeth, who was welcomed by the
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Wrights at Eyam, had a daughter, Georsgina, who
married bach into the family, bhecoming the wife
of her cousin James Farewell Wright. Family
tradition has it that Robert was in Tideswell
because he was breeding shire horses and the
limestone there produced strong bones. Robert
inherited the family estates at Great Longstone
on the death of his father and eventually moved
there, becoming a local magistrate.

Robert had begun his military career at an
early age. He had acguired a commission as
lieutenant as a child through the Devonshire
influence and one day at school, so the story
goes, he caused a stir because he pointed out
that the regiment passing by was his. Robert
was apparently regarded as a likeable and
trustworthy man: in 1758 a friend of his in
Gibraltar, Thomas Buckston of the Royal
Marines, was to fight a duel and Buckston wrote
to his family saying: "I have lelft everything 1
have in this part of ye world to ye care of my
very good friend Lieu: Bob Wright of Eame, who
will send everything belonging to me to you and
also pay you all ye money yt is due to me of
prize money [sic]". Luckily, however, Buchston
survived, as far as we know, unscathed.

Robert was alsoc responsible for the admiring
poem to Miss Fanny Holme of Stockport scratched
on the library window, although at what stage
in his career he did this and the role of the
voung lady are both unclear.

Fanny, ye pride of natures beauteous Powers,
Her sexes Envy, & ye Pride of Ours,
Regardless triumphs in a world of Charms,
Wins ev'ry LEye and ev'ry heart alarmsg.
Whenever she sings 'tis heaven to be near.
Words sweet as honey charm ye ravish'd Ear.
We stand attentive to her tuneful tongue,
As wondring Syrens when a Sapho Sung.

R.W,
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The portrait of Robert Wright is a maslerpiece
of the portrait restorer, Christine Kirkwood of
Bakewell. There was hardly a flake of paint on
the picture which was not cupped or loose and
she has managed to fasten them down and flatten
the surface of the picture so as Lo hide all
traces of this. Robert can now be seen in the
full glory of his red military uniform. He has
6 somewhat faraway look in his eye and a
determined set to his mouth.

Robert's eldest son, John Thomas Wright,
inherited Eyam Hall. It had been left to
Robert's elder brother, John Wright,
aide-de—-camp, but he died just before his
father. Two of John's sisters, Elizabeth
Trafford nhee Wright and Dorothy Wright, were
left with interests in the house afiter their
father's death. Many of Elizabeth Trafford's
possessions are still in the house, including
many books and a painting of the joint coat of
arms of her husband and herself. Elizabeth died
in 1796 and John Thomas began negotiating the
sale of Eyam Hall to his uncle, James Farewell
Wright, the youngest of Robert Wright's
numerous siblings. £500 secured for John
Thomas's aunt Dorcothy on the house had to be
taken into consideration in Lthe sale. John
Thomas Wright had moved to Devon, the home
county of his wife, and had expensive tastles.
He was not interested in the property in
Derbyshire; hence its sale. James Farewell
Wright, who had Been born at Eyam and was now
living nearby, bought Eyam Hall and much of the
Eyam property and James' son, Peter Wright,
bought further Wright land at Foolow. When, in
1803, John Thomas also inherited the Great
Longstone estates Trom his father, he also
tried to put those on the market but his own
son refused to lelt his father sell that part
which he regarded as his patrimony.

James Farewell Wright, 1738-1805, was tlhe
yvoungest of John Wright and Jane Farewell's
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children. His portrait emphasizes the
dif{ference between his character and that of
his brothers. He is painted in a dashing grey
cont with gold trim. There is no suggestion of
the military about him. He has a very clear
face with a high forehead and refined, straight
nose.

James TFarewell Wright spent some time living
and working in London and he married Jane
Sisum, the daughter of a London merchant or
apothecary. It was he who acquired the family
coach {now in Red House Stables), probably as a
perquisite of his job. The exact nature of his
job is not clear. The family tree, drawn up 1in
1852 by John Wright (1805-1881), says he was an
Fquerry to George III. Such documentary
evidence as we have, strongly suggests that
James himself, or someone else telling the
story, was exaggerating the importance of his
position. Windsor Castle archives have no
record of him as an Equerry. They have records
of him as an assistant rider from 17556-9 and as
an extra rider from 1759 until his retirement
on 1 April 1763 {about the date his first
children were born). On 13 November 1760, James
wrote from Kensington to his father at Eyam
referring to an easrlier request that he had
made for his father to ask his friend the Duke
of Devonshire about Jjobs, presumably at court.
This had apparently got nowhere. James now
explains that it is very likely that Captain
Burton, one of the Yeoman Riders, will give up
his place and James has an eye on this
position. He hopes he may be able to get it
through the Devonshire influence, or, failing
that, some other position. (It appears from the
Windsor records that nothing was forthcoming. )
This information does imply that the position
of an Equerry was something above James' touch.
He trained his children in practical careers:
John William was a mercer (woollen draper) in
Sheflfield (he married the daughter of the
preprietor of the business) and Peter a
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gzentleman farmer. Like many generations of his
family before him, however, Peter also owned
some shares in lead mining.

Peter Wright, 1781-1862, was the 11th and last
child and the second surviving son of James
Farewell Wrighl. Peler has left all his day
books and a set of correspondence with the
rector of Eyam, Robert Eden {later Chaplain to
William IV and Queen Victoria and Bishop of
Bath and Wells), all of which casts great light
on him as a character and the estate and life
in general in his day. He was involved with
FEden in the running of the village school. He
was a founding member of the Eyam and Steoney
Middleton Association for the Prosecution of
Felons (an association for sharing the cost of
prosecuting felons who committed crimes against
its members, in the days before the state
provided this service) and generally an acute
business man and farmer, pillar of the local
community and the "squire". Peter lived at the
Hall with his sisters Dorothy and Mary and,
while she lived, their mother, and they kept it
in good order. John William {the elder brother
who actually owned it) instructed in his will
that they should be forgiven any rent owlng in
recognition of the repairs and maintenance that
they had done. When he retired, John William
decided to move into another house in bByam,
rather than to oust his brother and sisters
from their home. There is in Eyam Hall,
however, a chest which probably belonged to
John William, which is fascinating: top, botiom
and sides are all false and the whole chestl is
lined with secret compartments. All are,
unfortunately, empty.

William Wood, in the first edition of his
"History and Antiquities of Eyam™ (1842),
writes, "Evam Hall is certainly a capacious and
massive building, with exlerior appendages
quite in keeping with the design of the
structure; and I have heard the present
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ococupant highly commended by cne skilled in
architecture, for preserving, as respects the
appendages, the uniformity of the whole. The
Wrights are a very ancient and wealthy family,
highly distinguished for equability,
consideration and punciuality."”

Peler was also heavily involved in the local
militia at the time of 1he Napoleonic Wars.
There are three High Peak Volunteer uniforms in
the house which are presumably his. He was a
Captain of a company of volunteer infantry and
his commission is still in the house, dated 11
February 1804, issued by William Duke of
Devonshire, Lord Lieutenant. There is also a
bill of 1803, settled in 1804, to a Captain
Wright (presumably Peter) from a Sheffield firm
for a scimitar sword, officer's belt, silk sash
etc. The sword in question is likely to be one
of those still hanging in the hall.

John Wright, 1805-1881, of Tamworth then of
Evam, Solicitor, was the second son of John
William Wright, Peter's elder brother and the
owner of the Hall. John Williem's elder son,
James Farewell Wright, was a surgeon in
Sheffield and, once again, the elder son who
owned the Hall did not live in it. On Peter's
death in 1862, John Wright moved in with his
wife, Mary Ann {nee Ratcliff of Burton on
Trent, from a brewing family}, and their
children. His solicitor's brass plates are
5ti1l]l in the house. Their second and only
surviving son died and was buried at Eyam iIin
1874, aged 24, leaving Margaret Jane and
Harriet Elizabeth, John and Mary Ann died in
the 18805, leaving Margaret and Harriet to live
in and look after Eyam Hall. Harriet, the last
of her branch of the family, died in 1915.
Margaret and Harriet clearly looked after the
Hall extremely well and around 1900 it featured
in Country Life and many other publications.
"Land and Water Illustrated” in 1904 recorded,
"Everything is quite spick and span, from the
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snowy white stone floors, 1o the brass handles
and plates on the doors, which are polished up
1o the highest degree of shininess. In fact,
the very brightness of everyithing within this
ideal old manor house vies with the sunshine
without, and one can well imagine that nought
save happiness and contenl musl reign suprocme
there." The Misses Wright were often taken for
the owners of the Hall and Harriet followed in
the family tradition when she wrote her
initials in the drawing room window,

Ownership of the Hall passed from James
Farewell Wright (1800-1879) to his son the Revd
Charles Sisum Wright {1840-1903) and thence to
his son the Revd William Peter Wright
(1864-1944) who moved to Eyam Hall on his
retirement in 1823. William Peter Wright was a
clergyman who worked in Yorkshire. He was
Curate to his father at Stokesley, Vicar of
Hemingborough {(1905-1915) and then of St.
Silas, Sheffield (1915-1923). It was he who
made one of the most noticable contributions to
the appearance of the house in recent times,
when he uncovered the beams in the ceilings,
leaving all these impressive timbers showing,
complete with notch-marks where the plaster
formerly covered them. He was a keen
bell-ringer and toured the country ringing
church bells. He gave two bells to Evam Church.
William Peter left Evam Hall to his son.

Charles Sisum Wright {(1894-1985) moved lo the
Hell on his retirement from teaching. He went
up to Trinity College, Oxford jusl before the
outbreak of the First World War and then joined
the Royal Welsh Fusiliers for the duration. He
seems to have served in France and Egypt before
returning to England due to dillness and serving
in this countiry for the rest of the war. His
highest rank whilst on aclive service was
lieutenant but he was made a captain in this
country. His sword hangs in the hall and it was
probably he who brought the German First World
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War spigot mortar bomb back as a souvenir. His
First World War uniform is also in the house.

After the war, he went back to Oxford to do a
shortened course and then became a teacher. He
taught for many years at King Idward VII

Grammar school in Sheffield where he was
affectionately known by many of the boys as
"Daddy Wright". He retired on his inheritance

. of the Hall. Charles had married, in 1922, his
sweetheart from their childhood in Stokesley,
Trene Yeoman (1897-1990) where he had been the
son of the clergyman and she the daughter of
the doctor. She is reported to have said, after
her first visit to the Hall, that she had just
had tea in the most beautiful house that she
had ever seen. She claimed to have fallen in
love with the house before she fell in love
with Charles. Both she and Charles were
prominent people in the village for much of
their retirement. Irene was very involved in
the W.I. and in ralising money for the Church,
holding regular open days in the house [or many
vears, and through her "tea towel fund". In
the early days they provided a lavish rent-day
tunch for their tenants and held regular
Chrisimas parties. It was only of recent years
that ill-health forced them give up many
activities and the Hall became for some people
in the village a silent and mysterious
building. Charles and Irene had no children so
the Hall passed to Robert Harold Vernon Wright
from the Great Longstone branch of the family.

Robert Wright, his wife Nicola and their
children moved into the Hall in 1990 on the
death of Robert's cousin Irene. They have
taken on the job of bringing the Hall and its
conltents back into good repair and ensuring
that 1t can stay in the family.

This has turned out to be a very large job. One
of the most drametic moments was when 1t wag
discovered that the beam supporting one of the
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first floor rooms had rotted through and the
entire weight was being taken by the panelling.
This explained why the panelling had been
bowing, Throughout the house, death watlch
beetle had been steadily attacking the timber,
especially in the lintels, leaving the wood
honeycombed and without sltrenglh and covering
everything in a penetlrating fine brown powder
when it was disturbed. Plaster was beginning to
‘come off the walls and ceilings in places: one
morning part of the kitchen ceiling collapsed
on the family having breakfast. Portraits and
tapestries were in need of conservation. All
these problems and far more are being tackled.
We are using traditional building materials and
techniques wherever possible to avoid future’
problems and consulting experts whenever
rrecessary.

Cleaning and polishing is a major undertaking.
Hunting in the attics has revealed various
interesting items; including coal hods so dirty
that polishing them began more as an act of
faith than hope, but which are now resplendent;
broken chairs which, with new wicker seats and
a little beeswax would adorn any boudoir and
flat-irons which are now without their thick
laver of rust.

The alterations being made are minimal: just
hecessary repairs and changes to allow a family
to live in the building at the same time as
opening half of it to the public. The guiding
principle has been to show the evolution of the
building and the changes made as each
generation of the family has adapted it to its
own needs. No room has therefore been
artificially transposed "back in time™: the old
rubs shoulders with the not-quite-so-old as in
any other family house. After all, Eyam Hall
remains first and foremost a family home, and
the rooms that the visitors will see will not
be fossilised, but will bhe in frequent family
use,
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S0 many people have already given so generously
of their time and experiise in this project
that it is invidious to single any out for
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* * &

Evam Hall will be open to the public on
Wednesdavs, Thursdays, Sundays -and Bank Holiday
Mondavs from March 29th to October 25th 1982,
117 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.

* ¥ *

A True and perfect Inventory of all and
singular the debts, Creditts, Goods and
Chattells of John Wright late of Eyam in ye
county of Derby Gent. deceasd. taken valued &
appraised by us whose names are hereunto
subscribed the 12 day of January in the 5th
vear of ye Reign of King William & Queen Mary
over England &c. Annoque Domini 1693 as
followeth (viz)

1 s d

Imprimis His Purse and apparrell & 20 00 00
his Watch

Ttem His Plate (viz) one sylver
Tankard two sylver Candle Cupps,
one sylver Bowle, two great
sylver salts, two sylver Porrenges
one sylver tumbler, twelve little
aylver salts, twelve large sylver
cpoons, one sylver fforke & twelve
little sylver spoons 16 00 00
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Ttem

Ttem

Ttem

ITtem

Item

ITtem

Ttem

Item
G4.

In the Hall
Two large Cupboards, two large
Tables & two littie Tables,
three forms two armed chairs, two
leather chairs a little Deske & a
clock 02 10

In the Parlour
two Tables ffiveteen leather chairs
one looking glass, a pair of Tables
ffire shovel & tonngs & Brasses
01 10

In the Pantry
Two Tables cne fform, one safe
A Cupboard, Glasse Case & voyder
00 18

In the Seller
one Table, Brewing vessells Barrells,
Napkin Presse, Bottles & other
things _ 00 10

In the Kitchin
One Great Table & two little Tables
one Cupboard, four fforms, a galt
chest spills, Pewter and Brasse, two
pair of Rackes, fire shovel and
tonngs, horse for drying of clothes,
dripping pan smoothing Irons & all
other Iron and Brasse ware 03 00

In the Brewhouse
Brewing vessells Barrells & all
other things 00 10

In the Deary
one still churn & milk vessells

0 01

In ye Kitchin Chamber
one Large Bed & slocks, hangings

o

GO

00

00

00

00

00



ltem

ITtem

item

ITtem

ITtem

JTtem

item

& Bed clothes & three Cenopy Beds

& stocks and Bed cloths, one Presse

a chest of Drawers, one Cupboard

one chest & one little Table,

Drawers two Trunks, seven chairs,

a deskh Ropes & all the Linnen 04 10

In yve Brewhouge Chamber
Two Greal Arkes, 1lwo chests & a
stool milln, a Kymnell, a Tub &

olher things 00 18

In the Deary Chamber
one Bed and Bedsztead, & Bed clothes
& 2 chests & a Deske 00 06

In yve Hall Chamber
one Large Bed & stochs, hangings
8§ Bed clothes, one Table, seven
chairs A stand & an Andiron & Tonges
02 00

In ye Parlour Chamber
cene Bed & stocks, hangings &
Bedclothes, window curtains, nine
chairs & A Table, a Looking glasse
Bellows & Andiron o1 1G

In the Green Chamber
one Canopy Bed, stocks, hangings &
Bed cloths & window curtains one
little Table, two Green chairs two
Red chairs four wooden chairs, a
looking Glasse and two Buffetts
00 156

In the Red Chamber
one Bed & Hangings for a Canopy Bed
& one armed chair 00 12

In Mrs Mortons Chamber
one Bedsted & two little Tables 00 06

00

00

00

00

00

0o

Qo
69.



ITtem

Item

Item

Item

Item

ITtem

Item

ITtem

BE6.

In ve Sadlers Chamber
one Large Bed & Bedsled, hangings
& Bed clothes, one truckle bed
Bedsted & Bed clothes one old Couch
chair & one old armed chair 00

In the Corn Chambor
one Bed, Bedstead & Bed cloths &
one chest 00

In ve Store Chamber
Two Arks & a skreen, one Cradle &
Two Wheeles 0o

In the Servant Mens Chamber
Two Truckle Beds, Bedstocks &

Bed clothes 0o
In the Stable

one Bay Gelding . 02
one old Gray Gelding 01
one yvoung Gray Gelding : 03
one sanded Gray Gelding 01
one black Gelding 00
one Black Mare 02
one Roan Gelding 00
one mare & a Fole 02
Three Hackny saddles, Bridles :

& a chest, a Tub 00

Beastes
Two Seggs six Cowes & four Calves,

six and fifty sheep 29
four voung Beastes 08
Three Piggs 01

In yve Barn

one Chest and Corn Thrashen and
unthrashen 10
Hay 05
five Carts, two Harrows, three
Ploughs, six Pack saddles five
voakes, wood, Pickforkes sives,
Riddles, Teams, Gears & all other

10

10

10

0b

0o
00
10
00
13
10
06
00

0b

00
00
00

go
00

00

00

00

00

Q0
00
0o
00
04

00
08

00

00

00
00
00

00
00



Husbhandry ware 02

Item All the Husslementls & mll other
things unapprized 06
Summ 123

apprized by
Richard Sale Gent
Robt Middleton
Thomas Wilde

Apprized more at Ashbhorn for Hay 09
By Robert Mellor ’

Thomas Alsop

Summe Toteal 132

10
01

13

00

13

B7.

0o

GO

00

08



BASLOW SHEPHERDS BOOK

Ray Noyce

in the archives of Chatsworth
House there is a small booklet printed
in 1789 by J.Bradley of Chesterfield
which records the markings used by local
shepherds to identify their sheep.
Their "Society" was formed in 1772 and
the "Shepherds Book" compiled in 1777
but not formally printed until 1789.

A number of the shepherds listed
have familiar local names and this
article may alert any of our readers who
are researching their family history to
the occupation of an ancestor.

It is interesting to note that at
a time when the enclosures were going
ahead at a great pace elsewhere there
was still a local need for the careful .
identification of flocks (the local
encliosures did not take place until the
early 1800°'s).

On the following page is a copy
of the title page which listed the very
simple rules by which the society was
run. The first page of the members of
Baslow is then reproduced followed by a
list of +the names contained in the
remainder of the book.
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BASLOW
Shepherds Book.
Made January, 1777,

At a HMEETING held at John Savage’s, on
Baflow Hoor Side, on MHonday the 30th Day
of November, 17723  the following
Conditions were agreed to by thofe whofe
Names are hereafter fet down.

FIRST, That a Meeting be held Annually
at the aforefaid Place on the 7th Day of
July, then and there +to enquire and
inform each other of any SHEEP that are
loft or wanting by any MHenmber of this
Society, or that may be of the fame.

SECONDLY, That each Perfon who fhall
enter into this Society, is required to
attend at the Time and Place asz above-
mentioned, and bring his Book, or fend
Six-pence.

THIRDLY, That if any Perfon who
belongs to +this Society, fhall find or
know of any SHEEP belonging to any other
of this Society, +that he or they fhall
iet the Ouner thereof know, either by
word or writing the firft Opportunity.

L L I R R R R R I L I T Y

. CHESTERFIELD: F.BRADLEY,PRINTER, 1789.
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Members.-of Baflow
SH'EE.:P M A R.KS,

HE\TRY WHITE. Swallow-
fork’d both ears, pitch’d with'
H W the old fheep; the lambs
W on the rump, the raddle
mark is on the near {ide from
 the thoulder to the hip, thence
down to'the flank.. mJWmQW
JOHN SAVAGE. Whole eared,
pitched on both fides with H'
The raddle mark a race from
fhoulder to the rump, on the
‘near {ide a race from that acrofs
‘the middle of the back and
down the far fide. Lambs the
" fame. B
THOMAS GARDOM.  Cropt
on the far ear, and under-caled
near, pitch’d T G on the near
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Members of Baslow continued:

Samuel Froggatt, William Marsdin,
Robert Harple, Elizabeth Bowler,
John Stafford, John Hatley,

Robert Fenestone, John Grundey,
Sampson Allsop, Joseph Broomhead,

William Kitchen of Bramley.

MEMBERS of BRAMPTON.

William Hason, Samuel Tomlinson,
Christopher Bower, Robert Turner,
George Wilcockson, Roger Wragg,
Samuel Hartley, John Lindley,
Rowland Halkin, Aaron Turner,
George Fiddler, Francis Madin,
William Gregory, Henry Peat,

John Storrs.

MEMBERS of HATHERSAGE.

Thomas Dakin, John Wilcockson,
Henry Ibotson, George Eyre,
Joseph Marshall, Thomas Hadfield,
William Eyre.

Richard Oliver and Joseph Scolfield
added in handwriting.

MEMBERS of CORBAR.

John Lea, Thomas Elliatt,
Jonathan Gregory.



MEMBERS of HOLMESFIELD.
Henry Penestone, John Goodwin.

James Gratton added in handuriting.
HEMBERS of BARLOW.

John Wheeler, John Woodward,

Acknowledgenents:

Chatsworth House Trust Ltd. kindly gave
permission for the use of the "Baslow
Shepherds Book". I also wish to thank
Tom Askey for his advice and assistance
in the preparation for this article.
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A BAEEVYELL VETERINARY SURGEON I¥ THE 11TH HUSSARS
Graham Hodgkinson

A request was recently recelved for information
about a ypung man who was born in Bakewell and had
joined the Army as a veterlinary surgeon. The date
of birth was given as 1832, The date of death 1866.

The enquirer held two medals. The first waz the
Crimean War medal. This covered the campaign of 28
March 1854 to 30 March 1856, The medal carried the
clasp for BSebastcpol. The second medal was the
Turkish Crimean Var medal in its Sardinian version.
The Sardinian medal was issued to many British
soldiers followlng the loss of the ship at sea
carrying the stocks of the British version.

TRINESLS N

TN BA GONDEN
S NRDE

/

. Turkish Crimean
Crimean War Hedal War Medal
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Lieutenant Paul Anthony

Paul was born at Bakewsll
on 8 Decenmber 1833 the son of Charles Anthony,
a blacksnmith of Bridge Street, Bakewell and his wife
HMary, The Derbyshire County Record OQffice at
Matleck produced information that Paul was baptised
on 6 January 1834 at the Parish Church, Bakewell.

The 1831 Census for Derbyshire gives a Paul Anfthony
as a blackesmith in Bath Street, Bakewell, It would
seem possible that this man was an ancestor of the
young man whose history 1 was considering. The 1851
Census confirmed Charles Anthony as a blacksmith in
Bridge Sfreet, Bakewell.

Paul Anthony qualified as veterinary surgeon 1n

London on 11 May 18853, He was accepted as
aprabaticnary veterinary surgecn  with the 1ilth

T4,



Hussars on 19 April 18%4. He was canfirmed in his
appointment as veterinary surgeon wlth the regiment
on 31 August 31857. In that  perlod of three years
service he had been with his regiment 1n the Crimea
from the early stages of the campaign to 26 July
1856, By that time, out of a total strength of 600
men the regiment had lost almost 200. Paul Anthony
returned home unscathed. :

Charles Anthony, Paul's father, died on 8 August
1859, in his ©5th year. He was buried in the
cemetery in Bakewell - cune of the first to be buried
tn the then new burial ground following the closure
of the parish church burial ground.

Paul Anthony as a veterinary surgeon was ranked as a
lieutenant. That "relative rank" gave no military
protection to the officer himself. As an officer of -
a regiment, a lieutenant would have had protection
against whatever insults a fellaw nificer levelled
at him As & veteripary officer with the "relative
rank" of lieutenant, Paul Anthony had no protection
against even the grossest insults. This led to the
position which he found himself in in 15664.

The reglment was in Dublin in the Island-bridge
Barracks having spent the previous years since 1856
in home postings.

The *"Irish Times" sets out the facts of the story in
reports which were published between 22 May and 22
June 1862.

"For conduct unbecoming the character of an officer
and a gentleman, and to the prejudice of good arder

cand mililtary discipliine, in  the  following
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lnstances: -

“First Instance -~ In having grossly and publicly
insulted Cornet Delacour of the 1ith Hussars on the
night of 29 April 186z in the mess roon of Island-
bridge Barracks, Dublin by calling him 'a liar and a
cur' or words to that effect.

"Second Instance - In having at or about the same
time and place above mentioned, grossly and publicly
insulted Cornet Delacour of the 1ith Hussars by
striking him a blow to the face.

"7 8 BROWNRIGG, Deputy—AdJutant-General."

"The court-martial on Mr Anthony, veterinary surgeon
of the 11th Hussars, comnenced 1ts proeceedings at
the Royal Barracks yesterday merning.

"the court was composed cof 15 members, Colonel
Phillpotts of the Royal Horse Artillery acting as
President, Major Darby of the 86th Regiment acted as
Deputy Judge-Advocate. Colonel Frazer of the 11th
Hussars prosecuted, ¥r Tandy, instructed by Mr
Jones, appeared on behalf of the prisoner."

"The Prosecutor said — 1 stand here today on duty to
prosecute . on the charges preferred against
veterinary surgeon Anthony of the Regiment under my
command. Mr Anthony is charged with grosaly
insulting Mr Delacour by calllng him a liar and a
cur, and further by striking him, If this charge ia
false, 1 hope with all my beart that it will prove
tg be s0; but that cannct be, for I know well that
that charge will be proved, every word, every letter
of 1%, most clearly and distinctly. For one sole
reason, I am glad to stand here today, and I
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consider I am fortunate  ©because I have the
opportunity of =saying before this honourable court,
as Lieutenant-Colonel of the Regiment, that Cornet
Delacour, who has been so grossly insulted, and of
whose honour [ am most jealous, as he ls an officer
in my regiment, has not upoa that honour, the
slightest stain or shadow for reproach.”

"Cornet John Delacour, sworn and examlned - On the
Vednesday night of 29 April 1862, I was dining at
the mess at Island-bridge Barracks. The mess was
nearly half over, and the conversation turned upon
racing. Mr Anthony made a match with Mr Saunderson
to race the next day at 2 o'clock., While that match
was being made, a mare called °'The Midge' was
brought into conversation. Mr Anthony offered to
run his horse, ‘Harloquin', with 'The Midge'. I
said that I thought that 'The Midge' would beat his
hdrse, or something to that effect, upon which he
pffered to make a match with any horse in my stable.
I said 1 thought it was a queer proceeding that his
horse ‘Harloquin', which he said belonged to him two
months previous to the regimental races, should run
and win at Bangor as the bona flde property of an
innkeepar. He offered to bet me &£ 100 that what I
had just said was not true., I refused to bet with
him and said that 1 had only heard it from the
nbjection that was made that afternoon, on which he
immediately called me a - cur and a liar, saying
that he always thought 1 was such. T also sald that
I did not believe he had a horse, in his stable, of
his own, and that no one would take his word about
me belng a cur and a liar as he was nothing more
than Captain Tempest's stud groom, upon which he
repeated the same language again, In about 5
minutes all had left, I received a blow in the face
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from someone behind me. The person who struck me at
the same time saying "Take that" and using ather
words which I could neot catch., We Jjumped up from
our chairs, when we perceived Mr Anthony 1n a
fighting attitude and callling upon me to "Come on".
1 immediately put bim under arrest. I then told
Captain Cuninghame, the =enior officer af the day,
that I had been insulted and struck by Mr Anthony."

“Tn the President - It was in about 20 minutes after
Mr Anthony called me a liar and a cur that he struck
me .

"The Prisoner - Did you early on the following
morning receive an apology from me? - I received a
letter which I consider more an insult than an

apology.

"The President read the following:- "April 30 186z,
My dear Delacour - I regret exceedingly what I said
to you last eveaing, but you should be more guarded
in your remarks. Yours very truly, FPAUL ANTHONY.

J Delacour, 1lith Hussars.,"

“Can you state in what respect +that ocopy is
inaccurate? - The ovriginal was - "Ny dear Delacour -
I hear that I insulted you last night -" 1t was
about a page and a halfl lang.

“"Did you on 1 May, receive another apuiogy from me?
- “Mr Saunderson showed me an apology in two or
three days after."

"The letter was then read and was as follows:i-
"Sir - Understanding that on Tuesday night in the
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mess 1 struck and otherwise lnsulted you, 1 beg to
say that I regret exceedingly what so happened and I
shall be only too happy to make any further apology
you may wish., Yours, P ANTHONY,

"Praesident - Did Captain Tempest tell you before ar
after Mr Anthony struck you of the apology? - He
told me after he siruck me.

"Prisoper - Did you, when asked by Captain Tempest,
refuse to apologise for the language you had used to
me? ~ Yeus.

"President - Vhen were you asked by Captain Tempest?
- Some short time afterwards. About some 20 minutes
after the blow was given.®

"Lieutenants Cole, Annesley and Verschoyle, of the
i11th Hussars and others gave evidence to
substantially the same effect.”

Although the horse in question belonged ia fact %o
Anthony, it would seem %to have been something of a
put-up affair to get rid of him - because his social
vackground was not up to that of his fellows, He
admitted he ought to have placed a restraint on his
feelings, bdut said, "It was no easy natter under
such provocation”. Those speaking in his favour all
said that for the pericds they had known him "He had
always demeaned himself as a gentleman”.

When the findings were promulgated they were that he
should be “dismissed from the service". He was:
removed from the Army list on 26 June 1862,

It is interesting to note that of those whose names
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mentioned in the newspaper report Lieutenant Colonel
Frazer had 15 years service by 1862. A1l his
promoticns up to ‘the rank of Major had been
purchased by him. Subsequently, however, he earmned
the Victoria Cross for his coolness and daring
whilst campaigning in Fepal. He also earnad the
honour of Companion of the Order of the Bath,

The main complainant, Delacour, was not with the
regiment two years before the incident. Captain
Cuninghame had seven years service at the time,
Lisutenant Annesley had four years service. Mr
Saundersaon had four years service. Captain Tempest
had five years service, It would seem therefars
that Paul Anthony, with eight years service by the
time of the ipcident, was comparably senior in his
experience. This would make 1t more difficult for
him to accept the insults of a younger man.

After 1leaving the Army, Paul Anthony set up In
practice as a veterinary surgeon in Tickhill,
Reotherham, i1in Yorkshire. He later returned to
Bakewell. Hlz death certificate indicates that he
died on 16 June 1866 in Bakewell aged 32 years. He
died after an illness of three months belng poisoned
by mushrooms, He was burled in the Bakewell
cemetery next to his father.

Paul Anthony's mother survived to the age of 67,
She died on 16 February 1879 and was buried by her
husband., The grave space is in section 6, grave
104, near the chapel on the right side of the
lsland.

Credit for much of the research in this article is
due to ¥r E J Boys of London.
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Master Robert Barnard and the Bakewell
Rebellion .

John FPierrepont

We first hear of Master Robert Barnard
in a Letter Patent dated +the 24th
January 1310. In it he is described as
a King’'s clerk. Later in another Letter
Patent he is described as the parson of
Edyth Weston a village on the south
shore of Rutland Water, In it he and
his brother Thomas are accused of
assaulting Hugh de Altifago, a fellow
monk of the abbot of St. George’s,
Baskeville, in Normandy. Be Wwas
released from Oxford gaol, where he had
been imprisoned for supporting queen
Isabella and Mortimer, on the 25th MHarch
132.. He was a chantry priest in
Lichfield cathedral and was accused of
not only neglecting his duties but also
of keeping for his own use moneys which
should have gone to the poor, and in
1332 there was a writ out for his arrest
orn suspicion of being a receiver and
maintainer of felons, about which more
" later.

Such was +the man, a Vvery unsavoury
character, whom the dean and chapter of
Lichfield saw fit in their wisdom +to
choose as the third vicar of Bakewell in
18327,

By Christmas, however, of that sane
year, the Bakewell parishoners had had
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enough of him and on Christmas Day
literally defrocked him, taking off his
mass vestments just as he was about to
celebrate mass and violently ejected him
from the church., This is referred to in
the Lichfield 'Acta Capitularia’ as the
Bakewell Rsbellion.

As may be expected, Robert was not the
man to take +this lying down. He
complained to the dean and chapter with
the result that the bishop of Lichfield
excommunicated those ‘wicked
parishoners®, whose names were it was
said, not known. This was done with all
due ceremony with the cross held high,
bells ringing, lighted candles Theing
dashed +to the ground and extinguished

and the culprits being solennly
denounced. This was to be proclaimed in
the churches of Hope, Tideswell,
Monyash, Chelnorton, Harthill,

Longstone, Wormhill and especially in
the mother church of Bakewell,

Not content with +this, however, Robert
on the .26th Decemnber 1328, with Jamnes
Coterel, Nicholas Coterel, John Coterel
and some thirty others came with force
of arms into Bakewell church and deposed
Walter de Newton, the parson who had
taken Robert's piace as vicar of
Bakewell, and took ten shillings fromn
the offerings.

It was no use Walter de Newton

complaining to the dean and chapter for
they backed Robert Barnard. He must
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have taken his case to the County Court
for on the 12th October 1331, on the
complaint of Walter de Newton a
commission of oyer amnd terminer wWas
grantedto Richard le Grey, HNicholas de
Cantilupo and others to +try Robert
Barnard and his partners in crime for
the above offences. Eventually Barnard
was caught and tried for aiding and
maintaining +the Coterel gang and was
found guilty by a Bakewell jury, but on
his pleading his clergy, he was
committed to the keeping of the officers
of the Archbishop of York, who allowed
him to purge himself by oath. That is he
swore that he was not guilty and found a
nunber, decided by the Archbishop, of
others who swore that they believed
Barnard was telling the truth, so he got
away with it.

The saga as far as Bakewell church was
concerned ended with a letter from Pope
John XXil1 from Avignon instructing the
Bishop of Lichfield to remove Barnard,
who had been put into the vicarage of
Bakewell, Walter’'s son Elias de Newton,
being ejected therefrom and to reinduct
and defend the said Walter in possession
of the same, he having been appointed to
it by papal mandate issued to the
Bishop. Unfortunately the actual letter
appears to have been lost and is not in
the Lichfield archives.

THE COTEREL GANG.

James Coterel the leader of the gang and
his brother John were probably sons of
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Ralph Coterel who ouwned land in
Taddington, Priestcliffe, Chelmorton,
Cromford and Matlock. The gang
terrorised the country side, obtaining
money by +threats, by kidnapping and
holding people to ransom and so on. And
in all this they wWere supported by many
people, some indeed quite high up. Even
Godfrey Foljambe was suspected. The
Bakewell jurors stated that the gang
rode armed by day and night and that
some fifty-seven people at Bakewell and
Mackworth supported and helped them, and
there is repeated mention of the dean
and chapter of Lichfield in connection

with the same offence. Indeed the case
came before +the King's bench and the
sheriff of Nottinghamshire and

Derbyshire was ordered to exact (that is
order to appear before the Court) no
fewer than two hundred men including the
canons of Lichfield as supporters of the
Coterel gang and the Folville gang,
another gang of the same type in
Leicestershire. Both gangs worked
together from time to time.

For further and fuller information see
HMC report on the Middleton manuscripts
relating to the Court Rolls Mi 6/179/1.
pages 272 - 283. The Coterel Gang-
Fourteenth Century Criminals by J. G.
Bellamy. There is a copy in the Matlock
Local History Library in which full
references will be found if wanted.
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