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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

Trevor Brighton

[ write this report after a break of 14 years. Although I
continued a member of the Society during my stay in
Chichester, it is good to be back in my native County
and involved once more in the life and work of this
Society. T should like to thank Joyce Tinsley for ably
seeing the Socicty through a year's interregnum.

I return to find the Society struggling financially. The
continuing recession has hit the Museum in terms of its
income and the Council is striving to keep it solvent.
Museum attendances nationally are in decline, in some
cases by as much as 30%, and some small independent
museums are facing closure. The latest casualty is the
Chatterley Whitfield Mining Museum at Stoke on Trent,
one of the pioneering independent museums of the
1980s. Fortunately our Museum has not reached this
desperate situation but we cannot afford to be
complacent.

As | said after my election at the last AGM, the Society
needs to consider carefully its needs and priorities and
present a five and then a ten year plan. This year the
Society is forty years old and will be fifty in 2004.
What sort of Museum and Society will our visitors and
members expect then? We cannot stand still and await
events. There are far more museums now than there
were when our founders rescued the Old House, forty
years ago. In these competitive times other museums are
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T Brighton/Chairman's Reperi

reviewing their own image and appeal, and are striving
to attract visitors, They are particularly targeting
schools and are relating their collections to the contents
of the New Curriculum. We are attracting fewer school
parties than in past years. We need to review our collec-
tions and reconsider whether we should exhibit all that is
currently on view. In a small museum, where space is so
precious, should we pass on some items to other
museums and should we look again at our methods of
display? We need more space for storage, conservation
angd perhaps a room for school activities. Do we need to
build an extension?

This year I was elected as a Council Member of the East
Midlands Museum Society (EMMS) of which this
Society is a member. T have had an opportunity to see
how various Museums, large and tiny, are responding to
new challenges. One way is to interpret the history of
the locality in which the museum is set by having a
standing exhibition of old photographs and prints, by
producing local trails, by publishing pamphlets on local
history and by having a video display.

Such change and development will involve extra
expenditure and we must seriously consider ways of
fund raising with particular targets over the years ahead.

Some positive changes have been made during the last
year. First, we have updated our rules in agreement with
the Charity Commissioners and these were adopted
unanimously at a general meeting of members on 30th
September. Secondly, social events for members have
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T.Brighton/Chairman’s Report

been arranged by a new section, ably chaired by
Rosemary Clarke. These have been much appreciated
and very well attended. Thirdly, an effort is being made
to concentrate more on the local history of our area. To
this end the Publications Committee has been rénamed
the Publications and Local History Committee., Tt is
hoped to establish a local history group of interested
members to look at such matters as genealogy, occupa-
tions, placenames, buildings etc., in and around
Bakewell. There is much to be done and, who knows,
we might one day publish the long overdue history of
Bakewell which [ last referred to in this Journal in the
1983 editorial.

Until this last dream becomes a reality the Journal will
continue to be published, together with other material, to
raise income for the Society. First, a book of old photo-
graphs of Bakewell will be published by the Society and
printed by Ambrose of Bakewell. It is also our aim to
publish some ilustrated history trails for sale to visitors
as well as occasional pamphlets on {ocal history.

We need to widen our membership and our appeal
within the Community. This again relates to the ways of
attracting schools and young people in general - certain-
ly not an easy task but one we must continually address.
We depend so much on our members who respond
magnificently in terms of running our Museum and help-
ing organise social functions. For all this [ give the cus-
tomary thankyou on behalf of the whole Society.
However we still need new people to take on offices
within the Society. We would be lost without the
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invaluable clerical assistance of Helen Cotton and
Elizabeth Wilbur but we stil need a Secretary.
Furthermore we cannot rely indefinitely on the
unstinting services of Charles and Avis Goodwin, who
are chairman of the Members' Committee and Treasurer
respectively. Both would like to hand over these offices.
Would anyone be prepared to take on any of these
important tasks as we look to the challenges of the
future?

George Challenger, whilst remaining an indispensable
member of our Council, has resigned as Chairman of the
Museum Committee. We thank him most sincerely for
all his work in maintaining the high standards of our
Museum and its exhibits. We welcome to the Council
and to the Chairmanship of the Museum Committee, Jim
Oxley. Jim has great enthusiasm and a lovely sense of
humour. Both these virtues have already begun to prove
their worth. |

Frank Saunders has also joined the Council again and he
and I are already working together, as of old, to produce
the book of old photographs of Bakewell and the pro-
posed local trails.

After a lapse of some ten years the Society has again
taken up its representation on the Board of Trustees of
Caldwell's Mill. Tan Tyson is now our representative.

Numerically our membership has remained about the
same this year. There have been some resignations
which have been offset by new members. We were all
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C. Goodwin/Members'Commitiee Report

profoundly shocked by the sudden death of Graham
Hodgkinson. He and his wife Alma have been great
supporters of our Society. and one of Graham's last
contributions was his article in the 1993 Journal. Our
sympathies go out to Alma and her family.

On a happier note, we were all relieved when Ray
Noyce, Chairman of the Publications Committee, re-
turned home safely following a stroke whilst on holiday
in Munich. He is making a steady and successful
recovery though he has been unable to organise the
publication of this Journal. I have taken on this task
with the usual help of Elizabeth Wilbur and David
Tinsley, and we trust this Journal meets with Ray's and
your approval. Incidentally, our first Journal appeared
20 years ago in 1974,

Finally, having thanked you all for your help in so many
ways in the past, may I exhort you to further efforts in
1994, Let us make it a memorable 40th Anniversary.

MEMBERS' COMMITTEE REPORT

Charles Goodwin

Regrettably, | have to report a year in which the number
of visitors coming to the Museum has fallen dramati-
cally, the figure for adults being 13% down and that for
schoolchildren an appalling 34%. Since the visitors who
do come have nothing but praise for the Museum, it is
particularly galling that we have not been able to attract
more. The general unrest in the teaching profession
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early in the year led us to expect a fall in the number of
school parties but the drop in the number of children
coming with their parents has been just as great,
suggesting that it is the effect of the recession on top of
an already underlying downward trend. The only up
side to this sad situation is that many wardens have told
me of the very lively interest and enthusiasm of a high
proportion of their visitors.

Those members who so much enjoyed Nancy Pulley's
talk and fashion display on Victorian and Edwardian
clothing three years ago will not be surprised to hear of
the many requests for a repetition of it in some form. [
was therefore delighted when Nancy and Joyce Tinsley,
who on the last occasion had been one of Nancy's
charming models, said that they thought it would be nice
to display some of the garments in the Museum's collec-
tion that are rarely seen by the public, and chose the
happy title Frills and Furbelows for their presentation at
our October meeting.

On this occasion they divided the task of describing the
garments, which were modelled by Joyce's daughter
Rachel, Alison, daughter of our indefatigable part-time
helper Raye Lea, and Hannah Wright who had also
modelled in the 1989 fashion display. They started the
display by tracing the development of Victorian under-
garments from the mid to late 1800's - space precludes a
detailed description of all the items but the first
ensemble, dating from about 1860, comprised a Paisley
shawl, the pattern being of eastern origin based on
cypresses blowing in the wind, pocket (the sort lost by

10



C. Goodwin/Members' Commitiee Report

Lucy Locket), cage crinoline, flannel petticoat, corset
cover, corset, chemise and drawers, modesty preventing
any further revelations. Subsequent ensembles showed
how underclothes became lighter, the crinoline flattened
at the front, combinations appeared and almost all gar-
ments were beautifully embroidered. The bustle started
quite high up and gradually slid down, and displaying its
effect led naturally into the second half of the evening's
display, consisting mainly of most beautiful black capes,
usually of velvet or velour, richly trimmed and beauti-
fully embroidered. One could only marvel at the work-
manship that had gone into their production and the care
bestowed on them by their owners before they were
prcscnted to the Museum. The various, and varied
accessories that were shown culminated in an interesting
and amusing selection of hats.

Throughout the display Joyce and Nancy took turns in
reading appropriate extracts from some of the papers of
the day, such as the Girls' Own Paper, which served the
dual purpose of giving the models valuable time to
perform the far from simple task of changing from one
ensemble to the next and affording even more entertain-
ment to a large audience already enthralled by the
display.

Once again the Wheatsheaf Hotel provided an excellent
buffet supper which was much enjoyed by some 72
members and guests on November 26th. Though on this
occasion we did not have all the excitement provided at
the supper in 1990 by the launch of our authentic models
appeal, we were particularly fortunate that Trevor
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Brighton, our Society Chairman of a dozen years ago,
returned to Bakewell in the Spring and willingly agreed
to be our after-dinner speaker. His subject The Making
of History suggests a serious topic but in fact he enter-
tained us with a delightful series of stories (just ever so
slightly embellished?) about his experiences in York at
the outset of his career.

Within two months we were having to seek Trevor's help
once again. Our January lecturer was to have been Julie
Bunting, whom many will know from her lively articles
in the Peak Advertiser, but sadly she chose the very
afternoon of her lecture to fall downstairs! At very short
notice indeed, Trevor stepped into the breach and gave
an enthralling talk on Comfort, Light and Space: The
Origins of the English Country House.

The mediaeval country houses were essentially derived
from the monastery or castle, built with the possibility of
having to withstand attack very much in mind and the
need to accommodate the retainers within its walls. The
peaceful era that followed the end of the Wars of the
Roses meant the easing of such constraints. Then with
the dissolution of the monasteries a quarter to a third of
the appropriate land came on to the market, the price fell
and the parvenus who were beginning to replace the old
aristocracy were able to build lavishly, often on a hill to
give them fine prospects and to advertise their new
status. At the same time those with large, usually un-
healthy and insanitary, country houses improved and
modernised them by extension, as at Haddon, or built
new houses on an adjacent site as at Chatsworth and
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C. Goodwin/Members' Committee Report

Hardwick. Whereas carlier the household ate with the
Lord in the Great Hall, servants now in the main lived
out and the owners dined en famille. Long galleries
were built to provide for exercise and, until the arrival of
the Huguenot refugees, large quantities of glass were im-
ported to cater for the great increase in numbers and
size of windows required.

Much of the furniture for the new country houses would
be made by carpenters out of local materials. With no
upholstery or padded seats, cushions were required and
this in turn encouraged embroidery. The motifs and
much of the carving and decoration would be based on
flowers and shrubs and thus the garden was effectively
brought indoors. The Elizabethan walnut table inlaid in
marquetry with musical instruments, cards etc. at
Hardwick indicates the interest in music and board
games, for which rooms would be set aside, while
Hardwick itself is the first, and finest, English country
house to survive with furniture and furnishings almost
intact.

The pardens themselves did not lag behind in develop-
ment and Trevor's enthralling account of the changes
was well illustrated by slides of the buildings or gardens
themselves and, when these were no longer in being, of
contemporary paintings or designs.

As it happens, the first lecture of the 1993/4 season
concerned an English Country House, Eyam Hall and
the Wright family who have owned and occupied it since
it was built in 1671. The present owners Robert and
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Nicola Wright, who moved into the Hall in 1990,
decided that they must bring it and its contents back into
good repair, and that they would open the Hall to the
public. Carolyn Fooks is their Administrator (she is also
a member of our Society) and it was our good fortune to
have her address our March meeting on the history of the
House and the problems posed by the work that had been
undertaken.

The latter have indeed proved formidable and some of
the slides which Carolyn showed us, and her graphic
description of the events portrayed, made all the more
remarkable their achievement in opening in 1992 to
provide what is such an enjoyable visit. Rather than
inadequately trying to do justice to the rest of her talk, [
am fortunately able to refer readers to the entertaining
and very informative article which Carolyn wrote, en-
titled Beeswax and Bombs, for our 1992 journal.

When Lucy Clemson was asked some years ago to ident-
ify and arrange the display of lacework that had been
given to our Museum she found that she herself had
quite a good collection which had been given to her by
her mother. This led to an interest that has never waned
and we were particularly pleased to have her talk at our
April meeting on The History and Identification of Lace.
Lucy's presentation consisted of showing us examples of
different forms of lace, including some from our
Museum which has a collection the equal of any other
than those in specialist museums, and interspersing items
regarding its history. The first true lace was "punto in
aria”, so-called because it was no longer dependent on
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the use of a piece of material as a basis, previous laces
being forms of openwork embroidery. It was a needle-
point lace, using very fine buttonhole stitches. While
this was a derivative of embroidery, bobbin lace was a
development of weaving.

The extremely labour-intensive nature of lace-making by
hand meant that even in the 16th - 17th centuries it was
extremely expensive, could only be afforded by the very
rich, and would often be stolen in preference to gold or
jewelry. When laws had been passed to prohubit the
import of foreign laces, smuggling became rife; it came
into the country in coffins, with or without the bodies,
and even wound round a dog's body with the dead dog's
skin wound round it! Secrets of new processes were
closely guarded and people have been known to be put
to death for divulging them,

The advent of machine-made net and lace made an enor-
mous difference of course. The so-called "bobbin net
fever” was occasioned by a drop in the price of the net
from eight pounds to seven pence per square yard!
Machines were developed which aimed to imitate hand-
made and succeeded to the extent that correct identifica-
tion becomes difficult. And so on to the days when
designs ar¢ made by computer,

Lucy concluded her talk with an amusing reference to
Grinling Gibbons having carved in pinewood a "lace"
tie, later bought and worn by Horace Walpole of Straw-
berry Hill. The way in which her aundience then
clustered round to examine more closely the fine
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examples of different lacework that she had displayed
was eloquent proof of the extent of their fascination.

A particularly interesting evening was spent by members
of the Society when they visited the Traditional
Heritage Museum which is housed in the former church
hall of Endcliffe Methodist Church in Sheffield and I am
indebted to Betty Eales for this account of it.

The Museum forms part of the Centre for English
Cultural Tradition and Language at the University of
Sheffield, and the material displayed illustrates life and
work in Sheffield and the surrounding area in the period
1850 - 1950. The collection is displayed in retail shops
and workshops, and it recalled to the minds of many
members memories of shops and names that have long
disappeared.

There is a reconstruction of the retail shop of the Leclere
family, of Howard Street, Sheffield. The Lecleres were
master engravers and engraved silver for many of the
aristocratic families of Europe. The material displayed
is more or less as it was in the original workshops.

The things in the Victorian Cutlery Works Office came
from the Washington Works of George Wolstenholm
which was on the corner of Fitzwilliam Street and
Wellington Street, Sheffield, which was built in 1793 as
a kind of pre-factory. The early office equipment is .
particularly interesting, especially an early typewriter.
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Filemaking was a very important industry in Sheffield
before the 1950s, but has since almost disappeared. The
workshop here includes an ancient filemaker's stone
anvil on which files were cut by hand, and a large
collection of filemakers' tongs, used for inserting files
into the forge. :

The Horn Scalepressing Shop is probably the only
example on display in the couniry and certainly in
Sheffield. Horn scalepressing was the manufacturer of
knife handles from horn.

There is a reconstruction of a basketmaker's workshop,
trading under the name of E. Renwick, of Burgess
Street, Sheffield. Most of the material here is from the
Widdowson Family Collection, but also includes oak
skeps and besoms made by members of the Fisher family
in Derbyshire.

The stock in the 1930s style chemist's shop is mainly
from Elliot and Chadwick, Chemists, of Whittington
Moor, Chesterfield. Few of the items on display would
be sold by chemists today.

The knife shop, the clogmaker's shop, the Corner Shop,
the Coffee Shop, the Optician's Shop, and miscellaneous
displays, make this a unique and fascinating museum,
and one to be enjoyed with nostalgic pleasure.

Our July visit was something of a departure from the
usual since a party of 23 members went to Carsington
Water for a presentation and to be shown round by two
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of Severn Trent Water Limited's guides. Some of the
party had already been to the reservoir and its Vistor
Centre but for others it was their first trip and so, in
addition to sharing in the most impressive presentation
of Severn Trent's business and the particularly history
and relevance of Carsington Water, they were able to
appreciate for the first time the beautiful surroundings
and harmonious layout of the site.

The presentation was shared by Janet Rose and George
Lowson and started with a video Quality is the Name of
the Game, which described the scale and variety of
Severn Trent's business and was awash with impressive
statistics.” The need for another reservoir to serve the
East Midlands was apparent thirty years ago but
Carsington was not among the half-dozen sites then
examined and rejected, and the project was abandoned
for some time. When it was revived, however, it was
realised that Carsington had many of the attributes
required of an ideal site - it was a good clay valley, there
was no village to be flooded, it was outside the Peak
Park and there were plenty of nearby quarries to supply
the stone nceded. At times of high flow water would be
pumped from the Derwent at Ambergate along a six and
a half mile aqueduct to be stored in the rescrvmr and re-
leased back into the river when flows are naturally low.

When construction started, however, many very serious
difficulties were encountered and no one is likely to
forget the tragic deaths that occurred and the collapse of
the partly built dam, events which caused the abandon-
ment of the project for a couple of years.
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When projects like this are undertaken nowadays the law
requires that landscaping and amenities for the public are
provided and it is clear that Severn Trent have taken this
very much to heart. There is an excellent Education
Centre, in which projects fitting in with the national cur-
riculum are undertaken, and provision for sailing, water-
sports, bird-watching, cycling, horse-riding and walking
(the circuit of the reservoir is about eight miles) and an
excellent Visitors Centre. All these and the construction
of the site were well illustrated in the film Carsington
Story and the tour on which our guides took us. This
was followed by a slide show dealing with the treatment
of sewage and other waste material, a buffet with coffee
and a final question and answer session. All in all a
most entertaining and informative evening and a first-
rate public relations exercise.

Many of our members will know the Nelson Monument
which stands on Birchen Edge above Baslow and of the
three rocks which have the names of three of the ships
which fought at Trafalgar carved on them. That two of
these should be the flagships Victory and Royal Sover-
eign is to be expected but when Alan Pigott asked
whether our Society had any idea of the reasons prompt-
ing the choice of Defiance as the third ship to be so com-
memorated, we were unable to help. However his
enquiry did alert us to the existence of the Nelson
Society, that one of our members was taking an active
part in it and that he could no doubt be persuaded to talk
to us about its work.
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Alan started his lecture by saying that the Society's
president was, appropriately, Rt. Hon. The Earl Nelson,
that it has members from all over the world, including
descendants of Nelson and of those who fought with
him, while there are corporate members including towns,
libraries etc. Its particular interests are Nelson himself,
his contemporaries and naval history around the time of
the Napoleonic Wars. To this end members go on spe-
cialised trips of naval dockyards, have recently been
taken on a tour of the site of the Battle of Copenhagen
by a senior officer of the Danish Navy, and, on a more
social occasion, on the 200th anniversary of the day
when Nelson left his native village, Burnham Thorpe,
for the last time, celebrated this at the Inn which was
then The Plough and now, inevitably, The Lord Nelson.

Members also carry out research projects, the results of
which may be published in the Nelson Dispatch, a 24
page quarterly journal. A project that is currently being
pursued is In Search of Nelson's Men, an endeavour to
locate origins, careers and ultimate resting places of all
who served at Trafalgar.

Finally Alan described a project upon which he is him-
self engaged. The Society has decided to produce a
limited edition of Nelson's death mask of which three are
reputedly known, including the Queen's Mask, so-called
because Queen Mary obtained it and presented it to the
Royal Naval Museum, Portsmouth (which has the eyes
closed); and one in the National Maritime Museum,
Greenwich (in which the eyes are open). Since Nelson's
body was put in a barrel of brandy to preserve it very
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shortly after his death off Cape Trafalgar, and the au-
topsy was not performed until its arrival in Portsmouth
two months later, the question of when the mask can
have been taken is seriously posed. The Professor of
Forensic Surgery at Sheffield University is quite certain
that the masks cannot have been obtained after death
and, with this and other evidence before them, the
Society has accepted Alan's view that they must have
been obtained from a mask taken some four or five years
before. By a happy accident of timing, Alan had just
received No. 1 of the limited edition (taken from the
Queen's Mask) and a copy of the Greenwich mask; these
were circulated. All this and the numerous anecdotes
with which Alan salted his lecture ensured him an
amused and most attentive andience.

Finally I must as usual thank all those who, whether as
wardens, members of the monthly cleaning party,
providers of refreshments at our meetings, or in any
other way serve to enhance our relations with our own
members and the general public.

MUSEUM COMMITTEE REPORT
N. Oxley

In last year's report George Challenger mentioned the
need to display the best clothes on our collections away
from dust and damp and also to have more places with
such conditions for winter storage.  After much
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consideration of alternatives, the council plumped for
screening off part of the costume room. We were hesi-
tant about this because of the possible effect on the part
of the Old House which shows the most interesting roof
structure. Fergus Reid of the East Midlands Museum
Service (which grant-aided the work) is pleased with it
and we hope you found the result acceptable. Besides
saving exhibits from the ill effects of dust and moisture
(with the aid of a dehumidifier which was also grant-
aided), the screen also gives greater security against theft
and replaces the old case which obscured much of the
wattle and daub wall - probably the oldest visible part of
the building. When dresses were removed from the new
glass case for winter storage, they were found to be in
perfect condition and dust free.

The other main job last winter was to treat the timber
against woodworm. The clicks of death watch beetle
had been heard and surveys showed the need for
extensive treatment. The Peak Park Planning Board
kindly grant-aided the necessary work.

A weatherwatcher was fitted to reduce the consumption
of electricity by the storage heaters in mild weather and
two new heaters were bought.

In August George Challenger relinquished the Chair-
manship of the Museum Committee and was thanked
warmly for the many years he had held the office and for
his able work and leadership. Now that I have taken
over it will be difficult to follow the high standard and
devotion to the Museum set by my predecessor.
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As much of the work of putting the Museum building
into good structural order had been carried out under
George, the Committee directed its thoughts to the future
policy of the Museum. It was decided to hold modest
exhibitions each year, relating to our area; for example,
displays about.the steam railway in Derbyshire and the
DP Battery Works in Bakewell. It was felt that much
storage space was being occupied by superfluous items
and a more systematic policy of acquisition should be
adopted.

The Committee decided that the Museum could make a
strong contribution to local history studies and a
sub-committee would look into this. All these proposals
were encouraged by the new Chairman of the Historical
Society who looked to the various Committees to
provide medium and long-term proposals to further the
Society's interests. The Museum Committee in this light
felt that a more social attitude towards the public would
result in increasing interest and new members.

Through the year the Committee was supported by the
able and unremitting services of Mrs. Raye Lea. During
his recent visit, Fergus Reid of the Museum Services
remarked on the high standard of housekeeping, the
storage and cataloguing of artefacts and the general
attendance to the guidelines of the Museum Service of
the Fast Midlands. These facts are reflected in
comments made by visitors and entered in the visitors'
book. May I add a personal note of thanks to the
members of the Committee who have been unsparing in
their efforts to maintain this high standard.
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Social Activities
R Clarke

I would like to thank the gallant band who have so
willingly given their time and effort towards making this
year's social occasions such a well supported success.

Our first venture this year was a spring luncheon held at
the Museum, with homemade soup and sandwiches
washed down with a glass of good wine. There was
quite a party atmosphere in the air!

For the Carnival in July, Janet and George Challenger,
Valerie and David Sidery and Joyce Tinsley donned
period costumes and walked beside a 1930 Austin 7 car,
kindly driven by Mr. Peter Street. Coloured balloons
waved over the car to proclaim its presence. Hopefully
this brought a modicum of publicity for the Museum.

Also in July we held a wine and cheese party. Members
were very generous with their baking and 100 members
and friends enjoyed the food which looked superb and
tasted delicious.

On 30th October, we held our end-of-season coffee
morning. A cake stall in the kitchen lent an air of auth-
enticity and it was well patronised, as were the bring and
buy stall in the parlour and the raffle in the houseplace.
We were admirably entertained by three young ladies
playing the flute, clarinet and violin and by Mr. Glyn
Davies who accompanied them on the keyboard.
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WHITE WATSON'S MEMORABILIA
Trevor Brighton

White Watson was a provincial polymath. We may re-
member him chiefly as a mineralogist and one of the
pioneers of modern geology, but Watson was also an art-
ist who recorded the portrait silhouettes of his friends
and contemporaries. He had learned from his uncle,
Henry Watson, how to carve and sculpt, a family
tradition beginning in the late 17th century with Samuel
Watson, one of the principal carvers in wood and stone
working on the new Chatsworth House. Watson was
also an antiquary who made drawings and notes of the
brasses, monuments etc. in Derbyshire's churches. He
established Bakewell's first museum at the Bath House
and tried, without success, to convert his voluminous
notes and memorabilia into the first published history of
Bakewell.

All aspects of nature and natural history enthralled him
and he made notes on birds, animals and flowers. He
was a plantsman who corresponded with Paxton and
other luminaries of the horticultural world; he laid out
Bath Gardens beside his house in Bakewell and was
elected a fellow of the Linnaean Society.

The customs, superstitions, legends and dialect of the
Peak District were also among his interests and he mixed
as readily with the ordinary folk of the region as he did
with his numerous aristocratic patrons. He was a bon
viveur and socialite - easily the most interesting person
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in Bakewell at the beginning of the 19th century. In
short he was an encyclopaedia on all matters in the area
and some beyond.

[ have written elsewhere in this Journal about the sad
dispersal of Watson's books and papers at his impecuni-
ous death in 1835. William Bateman acquired some of
Watson's papers and incorporated them in his four-
volume Derbyshire Collections, now in Chatsworth
Library.

The following document is headed in pencil by Bateman
From White Watson's Manuscripts. It comprises a
sequence of miscellaneous notes which, although much
concerned with Bakewell, does not appear in the section
on the town in Volume 1. Instead it appears among
matters of general Derbyshire interest towards the end of
Volume 4 (the volumes are not paginated). I am grateful
once again to the Trustees of the Chatsworth Coilections,
and especially to Peter Day, for allowing me to tran-
scribe and publish this manuscript.

Tt relates not only to the history and customs of Bakewell
and its neighbouring villages but also provides autobio-
graphical information. So we read of Watson attending
a Christmas Day squirrel hunt at Stanton, his visit to
Lord Grosvenor's mine in Flintshire and his dalliances
with the ladies in Dove Dale, following the well-
dressing at Tissington in his 21st year.
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The Rise & Progress of the
Spar Manufacturies in Derbyshire

In the year 1743 as Lord Duncannon, and Henry Watson
of Bakewell, Statuary, were riding in Eyam Dale, his
Lordship's horse stumbled on a piece of water-icle (sic)
which lay in the road, which appearing a different nature
of stone from what they had generally seen on the road,
his Lordship asked Mr. Watson if he thought it possible
to procure a quantity of it and to make it into ornaments;
to which he replied he wished much to try it; upon
which, his Lordship in a short time sent Mr. Watson a
drawing of an urn he had brought from abroad: when
Mr. W. got a quantity of water-icle and begun making
the vase in his house (the Bath house) in Bakewell.

Robert Bradbury was the man he chiefly employed in
the business and many ingenious mechanics were
employed to make a machine to turn them in, when the
Lathe was invented and a sharp-pointed tool found the
best, having a square plug of wood put into each end of
the piece to be turned.

In September 1743, the first vase was compleated which
was sent to Lord Duncannon - as by the annexed draw-
ing (this is missing from Watson's manuscript).

The business made rapid progress and improvement for
several years; till the year 1765 when the Amethystine
Fluorspar, or Blue John, was discovered at Castleton
(some of which was sent in 1750 by Mr. Watson to the
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Marquis of Rockingham's to be laid in the gravel walks,
which Mr. W. charged 2/- per cwt. at Bakewell.

Robert Hall of Castleton was the first man who procured
a quantity of Blue John and his neighbours stiled him
blue John, who sold it to Messrs. Plotts and Co. at the
Marble works in Ashford at three pounds per ton, deliv-
ered at Ashford.

Messrs. Plotts & Co. carried on a manufactory of this
Spar for one year. Then Lady Mazareen's Agent, Mr.
Norman had the getting of it by Auction for a twelve
month, viz. from Decr. 2nd 1765 to Decr. 2nd 1766 at
forty shillings the first year, who have had a lease of it
for 100 years. The next year at forty pounds. The third
year Mr. Platts took it at ninety-four pounds. Then Lady
M., whose property the spar was, took it into her own
hands and sold it by the ton, which continues to this day.

N.B. The Marble works at Ashford were erected by
Mr. W. who obtained a patent for the same on
December the 3rd 1751,

When Mr. Watson had brought the business to great per-
fection his man, Jonathan Morton, in whom he placed
great confidence and who was the principal man in
working it, stole some of the stone and, erecting a lathe
at his house in Great Longsdon, carried on the business
unknown to his master, - feigning himself ill and
neglecting his Master's business. Ie was connected with
Richard Brown, Clerk of All Saints Church, Derby,
Stone Mason, who purchased the goods of him. One day
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he took some to Mr. Port's of Tlam Hall who was a great
friend of Mr. Watson's, and who, suspecting them, de-
tained the goods for a few days, fixing a day for Brown
to call again; - in the meantime Mr. Port invited Mr.
Watson to come on that day to [lam, which he did, and
then met Brown, - the goods were produced, Mr. Watson
declared that they were made by his man which Brown
acknowledged, saying "he had bought them of Jonathan
Morton and paid him for them." Thus, Brown begun the
business - which he stitl continues in.

Horns

In December 1832, in widening the course of the river
Bradford below Yolgrave, a great many Horns of Deer,
sculls of Goats and Cows, part of the scull of an infant
and a leg bone decidedly human were found. It is
worthy of remark that many of the bones were cut as
though with a saw.

The last Blast Hearth for smelting lead ore was at
Rowsley by White Coal (sic).

Mr. Hall of Castleton has the key to Castleton Castle

which was iron intayed with gold.
White Watson 1800
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Mines

Portawziy, in five weeks cleared 4500 pounds and odd - a
six weeks cope.

Gregory once got 900 and odd tons of ore in the quarter.
Dellend included.

Deepest Mine in Europe is at Cotteburg in Hungary -
100 yards.

At Hubberdale one lump of Galena was once got about a
load - at 4 load to a Ton - 10 tons.

Fourteen hundred and a half - 14% & 15 Cwt of lead has
been made from a Ton of Hubberdale Belland.

N.B. at Hubberdale a Pipe and Toad stone formed the
sole in some places, but the pipe was generally about
three feet above the Toad stone.

Lord Grosvenor's Mine -
Halkin Mountain, Flintshire

The usual manner by which his Lordship's Mines are
worked is by adventurers paying to his Lordship 30s pr.
Ton for every Ton of lead ore raised on his Lordship,
and 20s pr. Ton for Calamine. Somewhere about 60
Tons are weighed weekly. These works are what is gen-
erally called a Rake vein.

N.B. Mr. J. Milnes and White Watson visited these
mines in June 1805. See W. W.'s account of
their journey (this account has not been located).
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The following Singular Customs prevail in Derbyshire,

At Castleton, on Easter Sunday Morning, the people .old
and young resort to the top of the Castle and the highest
hills - and having picces of smoaked glass to look
through at the sun "to see it dance” - their eyes running -
they cry out "See! See! it's like a man! a bear” etc. - truly
ludicrous. I was witness myself on Easter Sunday morn-
ing, 1793 W.W.

N.B. This custom was formerly prevalent in most parts
of the country, as at Mottherham etc. etc.

Squirrel Hunting

At Stanton by Bakewell there is squirrel hunting every
Christmas day, when the neighbourhood assemble and
go into Hill-carr-wood to hunt for a squirrel, when so
soon as they find one they pursue it, shouting etc. till
they catch it - and then they bring it to a public house in
Stanton where there is a dinner provided for them - and
a Mayor there chosen for the ensuing year - they then
spend a joyous day, and go home. - There was a hunt on
Christmas day 1803, when White Watson visited it.

Wren Hunting

In the Isle of Man, and in some parts of England there is
a Wren Hunting by Torch light.
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Memorandum

The first use of the Iron sieve, at the Mines in Derby-
shire. In the seventh year of the reign of Queen Eliza-
beth (1565 Oct. 7th) Letters patent were granted to
William Humfrey and Christopher Shutes of Calver;
who brought it from the Mendip Hills - in Somersetshire
- appears to be first used at the Old Rake, Longstone
Lordship.

On Saturday, March the 2nd 1805, The Machine for rais-
ing water out of the Mines by a column of Water was
compleatly set to work at the mine formerly called
Crash-purse now Readymoney near Yolgrave, erected by
Mr. Trevithick, being the first of the kind in the County.

Customs

On Shrove Tuesday the boys play at Billet, or tipcat; the
girls at Battledore or Shattlecock. Pancakes are always
eaten.

On Holy Thursday they dress the wells with Flowers at
Tissington. It is done by covering boards with moist
clay, and sticking flowers in the clay so as to form
mottoes, texts of scripture, crests, pillars, wreaths, and
other devices, somewhat in the manner of a tesselated
pavement.
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At the Peak Forest - the young people on midsummer
eve assemble and go a collecting a Quantity of Rushes,
with which they make a cart - termed the rush cart - with
which they draw in procession into the Church - and
then pulling it to pieces, strew the rushes into the aisles
and seats, which remain till Midsummer eve following,
when they take the old out and bring in the new. This is
done to keep the feet warm in winter. 1 rather think
there is a service in the church on the occasion.

At Whitwell - on Midsummer-eve, the church in the
Holme farm, which is about a rood (and is now neatly
fenced out) the grass is cut and brought, (being made
into hay) into the Church on Midsummer-eve and
strewed about in the aisles where it remains for three
Sundays following, by which the aforesaid farm is
exempt from paying Tythe Hay or Clover to the Rector
of the Parish - The Farm is near 100 acres.

N.B. Probably it used to remain in the Church during
the winter season - as the rushes at the Forest.

At Tissington - on Holy Thursday they adorn the wells
with flowers, for which they formerly employed people
to go miles in collecting. In the moming the clergyman
with a large congregation go in procession to these wells
where a short prayer is read and the church singers sing
Psalms - then they proceed to the church where service
is performed, after which they retire to festivity at their
homes.
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At several of the best houses there is dancing in the
evening. | was witness to one of these joyous festivals
on Holy Thursday 1781 at Mrs. Goodwins, which was
remarkably well attended - and T was so well pleased as
to stop a week - attending the ladies to Dovedale etc. etc.
etc. - never to be forgot whilst clad in mortality.

At Bakewell it was formerly a custom to adorn the well
as Bradbury's well (in' the mill-end) cap well, near the
Bath, St. Ann's well and Mary's well - with flowers on
Midsummer day - and the people were dressed up and
kept holiday - ceased about 50 years since; now 1803.
(In Bateman's hand - 1t was revived in the year 1843 at
Bakewell and Pilsley). '

On midsummer day the same is done at Yolgrave and
other places.

On Christmas Eve, posset composed of ale and milk
sweetened and spiced is invariably eaten for supper.

On the same night Mummers, or as they were called
"guisers", go from house to house where they perform a
kind of "Act", some of the characters are St. George, a
Doctor, Gay and Beelzebub:- in the course of the per-
formance St.George kills Gay who is resuscitated by the
Doctor. Beelzebub comes in at the last with a wooden
ladle, to collect some trifle that may be given to the
company. They recite some verses which I have now
forgot.
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(Watson recites the play on the opposite page of his
manuscript; the forgotten verses - the last four lines - are
added in Bateman's hand)

Guisers! Guisers! here we come,
A room we do require:

A room! A room! a gallant room
A room to let us in.

We are not of the ragged set, but of the royal train,
If you can't believe me what I say,
Step in bold Gay, and clear thy way
(Gay enters)
Here comes Gay!

My name is Gay - from England [ am sprung.
['ve travelled the nation round and round
To see St.George I'll give ten thousand pound.
(St. George enters)
Here is Saint George a noble champion bold

With sword in hand I fought and won three Crowns of Gold
I slew the dragon and brought him to the slaughter,
And would not take three thousand pounds for the
Queen of England's daughter.

(Gay proceeds)
Stand off! stand off! you diity dog
For by my sword you now shall die
Pull out your purse for I'll have satisfaction
Before yon go away!

35



T Brighton/White Watson's Memorabitia

(St. George)

So So! poor Gay - don't talk so rash, you little think
What 1 within my hand have got:-

It will cut your body into mincemeat and
Make your blood run cold

And send you to Jamaica before you're nine days old.

(Then \says Gay)

My head is made of iron - my body's made of steel,
My knees are made of knuckle bone,

I'll surely make you feel.

Now a fight goes off in which poor Gay gets wounded and dies.
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(Then St. George)

Now poor Gay is dead! his Ghost is fled!
What will become of me?

Doctor! Doctor! five pounds for a doctor.

(Doctor enters and says)
Here I am,

Cans't thou cure this man?
Yes, that I'm sure I can!

How far has thou travelled?
From the bedside to the chamber pot - no farther?
Yes, from the door to the dungeon - no farther?

Oh yes, through Italy, Sicilly, Germany, France & Spain,
And now retumed to Old England again

I'll cure this man that here lies lame
Or I'll not have a farthing for my pains.
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What is your pay?

Ten pound - but will take 5 of such a
Shabby dog as thee. "Shabby", yes "Shabby"
Dog as thee.

What pains cans't thou cure?
All pains
What pains?

The itch, the stitch, the crump, the gout,
The pains within and the pains without,
And pains that lies all round about,
And if there's nineteen devils in him Il fetch twenty out,
Here Jack, take a little of my Bottle,
Let it ran down thy throttle,
Rise up and walk!

Upon this Gay revives. Then the Doctor says:-

Here, you see, ['ve cured this man

As safe, and sound, as any man on English ground
I've healed his wounds, T've purged his blood,

And given him that that's done him good.

Horrible, terrible - the like was never seen,
A man drove out of seven senses into seventeen,
And out of seventeen into four score,
The like was never seen in Old England before,
(Gay resumes - Taking the Doctor by the ear)
Is this the pig that tore thy wig and did ill use a stranger
I live in hope to buy a rope and tie his nose to a manger.
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(Here comes Beelzebub)
Here comes old Beelzebub, Black-nose'd King
Sword & Buckler by my side and through the world I ring
And though there's four and twenty Turks, for
None of them [ care,
And I'l begin a dancing, for none of them I fear,

Here comes four brave boys stout and cold,
Can eat a plum pudding before its half cold,
And if your plum pudding chances to fail,
Draw us a jug of your best Christmas ale,
Ladies and gentlemen sit at your ease,
Put your hands in your pockets and give what you please.
If you'll give nothing well take nothing
We'll bid you farewell and good night.

There is no Mistletoe hereabouts, but they hang up a
garland made of Evergreens and ribbons, with an orange
or an apple in the centre, which is called a kissing bunch
and answers the same purpose as Mistletoe.

At the Funerals of young unmarried females, Garlands
of white paper cut into fantastical shapes, with a pair of
white gloves in the centre, are sometimes hung up in the
Church.

38



T Brighton/White Watson's Memorabilia

Omens and Superstitions

A strange pigeon alighting and staying on the roof of a
house where anyone is il is considered a sign of death.

Pigeon's feathers are always thrown away, as if made
into a bed, any-one happening to lie dying upon it would
not be able to die easily.

Wood of the Elder Tree is never burnt - some say the
Devil would come down the chimney if it were - because
the Cross was made of that description of wood.

Horses are supposed to see Ghosts etc. before their
riders.

Proverbs

As busy as Thrap's wife - who hung herself in the
dishcloth. .

As idle as Ludlam's dog - who lay himself down to bark.
As poor as a Church mouse.

As poor as a rat. Etc.

(The following item was added by Thomas Bateman)
New Year's Day

It was formerly the custom at Middleton, Yolgrave, and
some of the neighbouring villages for an old woman to
come round on new years day with several dolls gaily
dressed within a garland of evergreens, some of the
leaves being gilt and having long pieces of ribbon
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attached = to  the
lower part.  This
ornament she
termed a "wassail"
which she exhibited
at the doors of the
Iprincipal  houses,
singing at the same
time some old
Christmas Carol
and frequently the
one on the next
page, in which she
was  accompanied

Pencil drawing of Mrs Garside's Wassail A
by T Bateman by a girl. Someth-

ing was usually
given at each house. She always used to present the
writer with one of the gilt laurel leaves before alluded to.

On New Year's Day 1849, the same old lady reappeared
after having discontinued her annual rambles for ten
years. - There was also another exhibition of the same
kind shewn by some one else consisting of wax dolls
inside a glass case, but it was not so pleasing in appear-
ance as the old woman's, which was, to us when young,
somchow suggestive of the "children of the wood"
whom the Robin Redbreast painfully did cover over with
leaves and was, consequently, an universal favourite
with the children of the neighbourhood. - The subject of
the above narrative is Anne, wife of Sam Garside, -
Ragatherer of Winster.
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All you that are to mirth inclined,
_Conuider wetl and bear in mind
What our great God for us hath done,
In sending hia beloved Son,

Lt all your songs and prnises be

Unio his heavenly Majesty,

And evermore smong your mirth,
Remember Christ our Saviour's birth,
The five and twentieth of Decemler,
Great cause have we for to remember,
In Bethlehem upen that moru,

Thera was our bless'd Mosaiah born.
Near Bethichem did shepherda keop,
Their herda and Rocks a feeding sheep,
To whom God’s angels did appenr,
Which put the shepherds in great fear,
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And that no friend upon the earth
Could ransoin thee from cruel death,

F.xcept you can some party find,

‘T'hat for your sake will be so kind,
His own heart's blocd for to dispence,
And loose his life in your defence.
Such was the lave of Christ when we
Where losl from heaven eternully,

‘I'o save us from sternal woe,

Himself did much pain undergo.
While on the earth he did remain,
He never spent one hour in vain,

[ fasting and in prayer divine,

e daily spent hia precious- time,

{1e in the temple daily taught,

And many wonders atrange he wrought,
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Propare and go, the angel said, fie gave the blind their periect sighy, Sy
'T'o Buthlchem, be not afraid, Andgmudc the lanie to walk wpright.

L There shall you see, this blessed morn, He curil tae lepers of their eriks, i
i The heavenly bube sweet Jewus born, And by his power cast out devila )
he With thankful hearts and joyful mind, He raised Lazarus from the grave, P
Bk, ‘The shepherds went this babe Lo find, And to the sick their hiealth he gave. m

i And as the haavenly angel told, Yel for thesa wonders that the wrought
F‘é‘ They did cur Saviour Christ behold, Ilsgl;mfufJewn liis ruin sought, g e
4 Treacherous Julny was the men

Within & manger he wan laid,

The Virgin Mary by him staid,
Attending on the Lord of life,

Being beth mother, maid, and wife,
If cholrs of angela did rejoice

Well ma muniind with heart and voice
Sing praises to the God of hicaven,
Who unto us his Son hath givea
Moreover lat us every one,

Call unto mind and think upen

Hin rightcoun life and how he died,
Yo have poor stnners justified,
Suppose O man that thou should'st lie
Ta frrison strong condemned to die,
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‘That with & kiss betrayed hin then,

Then he wsa led 10 the Jadginent hall,
Like eue despised amougst them all,
And had his sentence given that he
Should suffer death uppon a tree.

They nail*d our blessed Saviour sweet,
Am[vi'urdmr to puginent the amart,

With bluody spears they pierc’d his heart,
Thus have you heard and seen aright
The love ol Christ 1lie Lord of iniglt,
And how he ahed hiy precions blood,

QOuly o do puor sinners good.
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Then 1o the eross through handrand faet,

~
X

y o

Hioco agaooocesaeaconoos

8

J, France, Priate;, Mardol, Shrewabury,

Bought by T Bateman from Mrs. Garside on New Year's Day 1849
when she came round with her Wassail
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Further Local Sayings:

It is a good sign for the first Lambs you see to have the
face towards you, if they have the tail towards you,
" the contrary.

If you have money in your pocket when you first hear
the cuckoo you will not be without during the year.

It is unlucky to pare your nails on a Sunday for
"You had better never been born
Than on a Sunday pare your horn."

To lay two knives cross-wise forebodes a quarrel.

Proverh .
As bugg as bull beef

To make coals or sleck of a thing - signifies to mend or
utterly spoil as kill or cure is applied.

To rob Peter to clothe Paul.

Those who bathe in May

Shall soon be laid in clay,
Those who bathe in June
Shall sing a merry tune.

Asseverations
By the Haft - By our Lady - By the Mass - By my troth
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_ Provincialisms
A Addle eam wages
Asker - asmall Hzard
As that - who - or which
B Bowse a state for cattle or horses, hence
figuratively applied to any situation
Bellward a bearward
Batt to strike
Bugg elated by possessions
Burn a bundle - as a burn of thistles, straw etc.
Barnish to grow thick or fat
Braugh - Braughsome to quarrel or be quarrelsome
Belland poison arising from lead
Bank hill side

Basket bule handle of basket
Bede houses  alms houses

Boarson a badger

Barrer to slope or incline

Brewart first shoots of oats or wheal

Band a string

Bucker a flat broad sand hammer

Bulljub - Bulljowler a small fish, the Bullhead
- Butty a companion

C Cater corner  in an oblique direction
Cucket a footstool
Cripple gap (creeple?) ahole left in walls for sheep to go thro'
Caumpersome applied to horses

Clussomed benumbed with cold

Clam to starve through want of food

Crew a sty for pigs

Co rake a small hoe, used to scrape up cinders

Costrel a small portable barrel suited for carrying
drink out into the hayfield

Cess the square cutting in a haystack from which
trusses are formed

Cobbles middle sized coal
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Dither to shake or tremble

Dannies grey stockings

Doughy foolish

Dule the devil

Dotion, or Dashan  that which contains leaven for making oat cakes
Efi a small lizard

Fggon to encourage

Ess . ashes

Fuiry pipes small old tobacco pipes frequently found in gandens

Fairy rings bright preen circles in the grass - said to be
formed by fairies dancing there

Fourmart a polecat - fitchet - or fillimart

Fuzz ball a kind of fungus

Feeberries gooseberries

Farrantly worthy

Fause cunning

Frim tender, applied to vegetables

Ferile to clean, or set to rights, applied to horses

Fodderam a plan before the cattle in buildings where is
kept for feeding them (sic)

Fleak a hurdle in the form of a gate

Fudge mounter a travelling silk merchant

(Gate way or road

Good as Tuesday Shrove Tuesday

Goster to talk foolishly
Grindlestone  a grind stone

Groove a lead mine

Guilery deceit, falsehood

Hawm a handle

Hansel 1o use for the first time
Hut the side of a fireplace - hob
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I Jennell a narrow passage or eniry
Jagging carting for hire
Joice money paid for cows kept at grass

K Kiver twelve sheaves of com piled up to dry
Kale turn or alternation

L Lawnceing Jumping about
Lilly-lowe a large blaze or bonfire
Linn - tree a Lime Tree
Lowe a Tumulus or Barrow
Lunkstorm storms of sleet or hail during the month of April
Lungeous heavy, applied to a blow or kick

M Meer a watering place for cattle
Mittens gloves
Mammock to spoil or destroy
N Nazart a mean person
Newt : a smali lizard
None not
Nesh tender or delicate
0O Obeed a hairy caterpillar
Ortomy a skeleton
Oss to offer, or try
Over upper
P Pank a minnow
Pionet a magpie
Proud Tailor  a goldfinch
Pash a sudden overflow of water
R Raichell gravelly stone
Rink a druidical circle
Rotten arat
Risur a stalk of corn, wheat or barley
S Slicken smooth

Smock-frock  aloose carter's frock
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Smock-faced ~ smooth faced

Smush fine or smart

Shag the handle of a pot
Sneath the handle of a scythe
Snotty mean .

Spink a chaffinch

Spinney a plantation

Squab a sofa

Stale a handle

Stein-pot ~ alarge jar

Stirm to ram or wedge

Snies to abound; swarms
Smitile inflections

Sleck small coal

Suss to smell like a dog
Scaddle apt to shy - applied to horses
Sprotile to straggle

Tancel to flog

Tang to sting

Tassel an ill-behaved woman
Thrutch to push

Tir a small or low prized horse
Twiggling stone arocking stone
Tappished diseased

Urchin hedgehog

Upend to set upright

Welly almost

Whao she

Wiggy or wicky the mountain ash
Woodman a carpenter

Whute to shout

Yawney box  adonkey

Yarringle a reel to wind worsted on for spinning
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SHEILA BLAKE'S DIARIES
George Challenger

Many people will remember Sheila Blake, a sufferer
from Down's Syndrome. When her companion, Anne
Bamford, died in 1992 (20 years after Sheila), a number
of Sheila's diaries and albums were rescued from the
refuse wagon. The Blake family kindly agreed that they
should come to the Museum. They have interest both as
a glimpse of life at Castle Hill House and as a window
into the mind of someone whose mental age never grew
beyond the early teens but who was a sensitive, happy
and perceptive person,

She lived 52 years and William Blake, her cousin, points
out that most sufferers from her condition never reach
30. He thinks this may have been partly due to the tre-
mendous care given to her all her life. She had constant
companions; "Star" (Clara Starbuck, ladies' maid and
later housekeeper), Florence Young (governess) and fi-
nally "Emilykin" (Anne Bamford).

The diaries record the pleasure she found in her many
activities: meeting relatives and many friends, going for
long walks, gardening, playing games, doing needle-
work, listening to the radio and going to church, plays,
concerts and particularly films. Only occasionally does
unhappiness creep in when she suffered pains and ill-
nesses; when people seemed to come only to see
Florence and when Emily did not take her to meetings.
There is no diary for when her mother, an invalid, died
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G. Challenger/Sheila Blake's Diaries

in 1940 but she later recalled how grief-stricken she was
when the loss sank in. She visited the grave frequently.
When her father died in 1947 she simply recorded,
"Father passed over to Mother".

After his death the household moved to 1, Castle Street.
Florence and Star retired in the early 1960s (but kept in
touch). Sheila's cousin, Anne Bamford, then looked
after her.

The first diary is for 1933. Apart from the usual records
of weather and events, she saw the King and Queen pass
the gates, saw a cart drawn by oxen in Bakewell, noted
equinoctial gales and "England's worst fog" and saw
wrecks of a submarine and a destroyer at Filey.

The war passed with hardly a mention except to record a
friend killed in Libya and the coughlng of the military in
church.

She opens her diary for 1952 with a pledge to "try to
make it more eventful and interesting for other people to
read ... make it like a well-written story of my life ... as I
live each day I hope to make it different. 1 am going to
be 42 ... and I must remember that I am a gentlewoman
and a lady. To behave properly like a grown up. To be
loyal, faithful, tolerant, patient, kind, gentle and under-
standing".

Although her diaries appear to be labours of love, she
looked forward to giving up daily entries at the end of
1952. Then for 6 years she would make monthly entries.
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Then "all my diaries will be put away in a box in my
ottoman. 1933 - 1958, Finis".

In fact she wrote intermittent diaries in 1966-68. In
1959 she says she tore up "essays, Happy Tales, old
letters and letters to nature".

Her spelling is excellent, sentence construction good but
writing untidy. She occasionally refers to herself as
"Sheila" instead of "[". In 1952 she quoted what people
said in inverted commas - perhaps in her efforts to make
the diary more interesting.

Other books include descriptions of older films; nature
notes (second volume 1949-54); a sketch pad with some
quite good pictures and albums of photographs which
she took on holidays and at home.

Another book is "A brief account of my early life as a
child" in which she remembers the house on the outskirts
of Sheffield where she was born and from which the
family moved to Castle Hill House in 1921. She recalls
toys which she later gave away. Then she made scrap-
books which she gave to hospitals. The book then goes
on to her "life as a woman" when she "got onto a higher
level and improve as | grow old and matronly" and then
"The real woman"; "I am still unmarried, what we call a
maiden lady". "My life really started when I was thirty
and 1 really felt it had started with a vengeance" (when
her mother died). In the same book she classifies people
into 4 types: Ultra modern, Modern, Oldfashioned and
Common. She likes the middle two but describes Ultra
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H

Modern people as those who "wear too many colours
~ and high heeled shoes, trousers and no stockings. They
pluck their eyebrows, use too much lipstick and rouge
and powder. Their hair is always untidy. They paint
their toenails. They are horrid and ugly. They live only
for pleasure, have far too much money. "Common
people are not always clean. They throw their arms
around people and kiss on the mouth, talk to much about
things that are not supposed to be mentioned”.
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DISCOVERIES AT BIRCH LYNN
Made during building work in South Church Street
Trevor Brighton

Bakewell churchyard appears to have been preserved
largely within its present bounds, perhaps since Saxon
times. So far no significant signs of burial have been
found outside the walls which, since the middle ages,
had been maintained in 13 sections by the chapelries of
the huge parish. The south wall which tops a rocky out-
crop along South Church Street was largely maintained
by the parish church. On the opposite side of the road
housing had gradually extended up the hill from the old
civic and market centre around the old town hall to the
vicarage and beyond along the Monyash Road.

It is not the intention here to trace this architectural
development but to place a piece in the puzzle of its
growth. The piece in question is a small cottage called
Birch Lynn, alterations to which were undertaken by the
Bakewell builder, Alan Cartledge, in 1993.

Birch Lynn is a two-bayed cottage of two storeys, of
random limestone with gritstone quoins and a roof of
Welsh slate. It is set back from the road behind a
hedged front garden and is next door to and downhill
from Holly House.

It is obvious from the north face of the cottage that it had
been adapted, probably late in the last century or early in
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this, from what had been an early 19th century barn. Its
original door on the north face has been blocked and a
variety of windows and a new door, all with gritstone
jambs, sills and lintels, have been inserted. The east
gabled end, along the passage to the rear of the property,
has been rendered and a small kitchen extension in
gritstone has been added at the rear.

The building had once stood separated by a similar
passage, along the north gable end, from Holly House.
This gap had been closed about the mid 19th century by
an extension which is now part of Holly House.

Alan Cartledge was employed to take up the floorboards
downstairs and put in new concrete floors and damp
proofing as well as to carry out repairs in the roof. The
findings confirmed that the cottage was originally a
barn.

1. Under the east floor at the front of the house a com-
plete flagged gritstone floor was discovered supporting
the later joists and floorboards. He photographed this
before its removal and deposited the records in the Old
House Museum.

2. Under the floorboards in' the west room was an earth
floor with a central, undressed limestone cyst and
evidence of a drain. This was not, as he first thought,
the site of a grave.

3. Tn the west gable a blocked aperture, now concealed
from the outside by the infill between Birch Lynn and

54



T. Brighton/Discoveries at Birch Lynn

Holly House, had been an upper entrance to the original
hay loft. Evidence of hay and straw remained in the
rafters beneath what Alan Cartledge considers is a later
slate roof. The original thatch or stone slated roof was
removed when the fireplaces and chimney stacks were
mnserted.

A number of finds, contemporary with the building, was
uncarthed during excavations. These are recorded here;
all are cheap artefacts from the 19th century.

The remains of the two knives discovered are of the type
which was developed between about 1825 and 1850;
both have a flat tang to which are rivetted two scales of
bone. The decoration on both knives appears to have
been scored on a grinding wheel or by a file, the larger
having simple parallel grooves cut lengthwise, the
smaller is more densely engraved with a central chevron
panel between close cross-hatching, '

A late 19th century manicure implement (c.1880s) has
the number 147 lightly scratched on either side of its
bone handle.

Less remarkable are the remains of a clay-pipe, five
graduated cylindrical, blue glass beads and two marbles.
All are now deposited in the Old House Museum.

The carly 19th century date of the barn appears to be
confirmed by the fact that the building is not shown on
the 1799 map of Bakewell. Certainly more documentary
research needs to be done on the development of this site
and on South Church Street as a whole.
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MORE ABOUT WHITE WATSON
E. R. Meecke

There have been many articles in earlier issues of this
Journal about White Watson (1760 - 1835) who was one
of the few residents of Bakewell who acquired fame
beyond the county boundary.

Trevor Brighton recently discovered from Chatsworth
that the archives of the Duke of Northumberland at
Alnwick contain four volumes of Watson's manuscript
notes. From these, his diaries in the Sheffield Archives
and his Cash Book, which belongs to Mr. Peter
Robinson of Bakewell, it has been possible to obtain a
much better picture of this interesting character,

It is now clear as to what relatives he had and why there
was none in the district at the time of his death. His
father married twice but there were no children of the
first marriage. His second wife, Mrs, Barker (née
White) was the widow of George Barker of Edensor.
She already had three children of whom a son Alexander
and a daughter Mary survived. Mary later married a
local surgeon, Mr. E. Buxton, and had at least two
daughters.

At first the Watsons lived at Edensor where White's
elder brother, Samuel, was born and also a daughter who
died in infancy. The family then moved to Whitely
Woods. It is often claimed that White and his younger
brother Henry were born at the Hall. As the ownership
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of the Hall is well recorded it scems more probable that
it was at one of the other adjacent houses. Watson re-
cords t.oih births as at Whitely Woods in the list of his
relatives in Memorabilia, but at a later date he interlined
Hall in both cases. It may be that this was to indicate
Whitely Wood Hall district as opposed to Whitely
Woods which is a little distance from the Hall in the
valley of the Porter. In any event the stay was short
being just before White's birth in 1760 and his mother's
death at Baslow in 1764. The Hall was far too grand a
place for a grindstone merchant and records clearly show
that he never owned it.

Henry died childless in London a year or two before
White. Sam had several children; a daughter Elizabeth
was Watson's niece "Chivers" who lived in London and
acted for White there. Sam had several sons but only
Sam and John, who was White's godson, survived him or
had children themselves. They too lived in London. It
is therefore difficult to see how and if the Bradburies are
descended from the Watsons as they claim.

The following are interesting autobiographical details
gleaned from his various writings and arranged chrono-
logically.

1774 White came to Bakewell to live with his uncle and
aunt who had no children. They had recently moved
from Ashford to Bakewell and were tenants of the Bath
House. White lived there the rest of his life except for a
short period when he lodged with the Goulds. (See under
the year 1790 below)
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1777 Being afflicted with chilblains on his heels he was
counselled by his father to whip them with a holly bush,
which he did. It effected a cure but he was then struck
with a cough so bad that the doctor thought that he was
in the last stages of consumption. He himself thought
that he was near to death but his uncle and aunt
counselled him to smoke a pipe of tobacco. This he did
and it effected a speedy cure.

1779 He joined the Sick Club at Baslow. He attended a
series of plays at the Theatre, Bakewell, in which the
Keebles performed. An epidemic of sore throats at
Bakewell; 71 dicd in the year, Cotton spinning in the
town was thought to be the cause.

1780 He began to keep diaries, of which 27 survive.
Some may have served more than one year but his Cash
Book indicates that several which were bought have now
been lost. He visited Wakefield market and recorded the
prices of various commodities, later comparing them
with the Bakewell market prices of 1800.

1781 A Ball at Haddon to celebrate the Peace. Watson
attended. 35 couples danced.

1785 Watson attended 12 lectures in Bakewell on
Natural Philosophy. He took over a small shop in the
Town Hall. His uncle died and he continued his
business, advertising in a Birmingham paper. He
became a Burgess of Derby. l
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1787 Visited Tutbury. Became Treasurer of the
Bakewell Assembly.

1790 Began to board at Mr. Gould's for 7/6 a week.
Watson to provide his own sugar and tea for breakfast.
Was ill of measles.

1791 Made an elaborate "grotto" for Mr. Davis at
Windsor to celebrate the King's recovery to health.

1794 Became a member of the Association for the
Prosecution of Felons in Bakewell.

1795 Became a Fellow of the Linnaean Society of
London.

1796 Visited Nottingham

1797 Visited Wedgwood at Eturia. Drew sketch for
Duchess of Devonshire's grotto at Chatsworth, which
was completed in 1798

1798 A member of the Bakewell Card Club .

1799 Made a memorial at Sandbach for Dr. Jackson.
Attended the Duke of Rutland's coming of age party at
Haddon. Spent several weeks in London arranging the
Duchess of Devonshire's collection of fossils and min-
erals at Chiswick and the dowager Lady Bessborough's
at Cavendish Square. He also cured Lord Bessborough's
smoking chimney. The rest of the time was spent paying
his respects to several learned societies and attending a
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play at Drury Lane in which the Keebles, Mrs. Jordan
and Mrs. Siddons performed. Member of Haddon Bowls
Club. Struck by lightning and again struck in 1807.

1800 Nominated by the Duchess of Devonshire as a
member of the Derby Philosophical Society. Was one of
the Overseers of the Poor at Bakewell. Attended Mr.
Clifford's lectures at Bakewell. Having bathed three
times in one day in the Wye he was covered with spots
as if flea-bitten. Next day his face and body was swollen
and he had erysipelas. Was bled and purged to no effect
and had no sleep for two nights in spite of a strong
sleeping draught. Doses himself with salts but blotches
appeared larger than before and the rash lasted six
months. He consulted eleven physicians of Sheffield,
Chesterficld, Derby, London and Edinburgh. The
Professor of Medicine at Edinburgh University gave him
a prescription. '

1801 Lady's Bridge erected over the Wye at the
meadows; later, in 1808, moved to the top of the
meadows. Sold one ton of Blue John for five pounds.
Attended ball at Chatsworth. The Duc d'Orleans was
present. Peace celebrations at Bakewell forty pounds
subscribed. Five sheep were divided between 150
families to whom were also given a quart of ale and half
a peck of potatoes each. Many other events in celebra-
tion of the Peace of Amiens.

1802 Became a corresponding member of the British
Mineralogy Society. Obtained three barrels of oysters
for the Oyster Club of which he was a member.
Philosophical Society meeting at Bakewell.
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1803 Mr. Fillingham laid foundation stone of the
Rutland Arms.

1804 Watson became a member of the Sheffield Society
for the Promotion of Useful Knowledge. This was "the
little Society" referred to by Hunter in his description of
Watson whom he states was a fellow member. The
Sheffield Literary and Philosophical Society was formed
later and Watson was not a member of it, although he
sold specimens to its members. The Hunter Society was
created much later,

Became a Free Mason at Doncaster (1st degree only).

1805 Was paid to arrange a collection of minerals to be
sold by auction at the Rutland Arms. Spent 48 days on
the task. The auction seems to have lasted three days.

1807 Gunpowder stored at the Town Hall by Volunteers.
One of them struck his flint over a half filled barrel
which exploded. They managed to move the rest to
Haddon. Watson and John Farey spent two days in a
chaise checking Watson's Strata before its publication.

1808 Member of a small Philosophical Society formed at
Chesterfield to mect there and at Sheffield and Bake-
well. He married Ann Thorp. Wedding ring and hoop
cost 19/-. Visited Lichfield.

1810 Ann ill and went to "the pure air of Bolsover” to
convalesce. Delineation of the Strata of Derbyshire
published.

62



E. R. Meeke/More about White Watson

1811 Executed Sir Sitwell Sitwell's monument in Eck-
ington Church (his best work). Ann's step-mother and
step-sister came to live at the Bath House. Attended
oratorio by Burnett at Bakewell.

1813 Made Matlock Strata with pamphlet on limestone,

1815 Carved the ducal achievement for the Rutland
Arms at Bakewell in Hopton stone and was paid ten
pounds by the Duke of Rutland.

1817 Bakewell Bath begins to be used for non medicinal
bathing by the local gentry; annual subscription one
pound. Newsroom also started at the Bath House by Mr.
Birch. Watson was paid a quarterly fee to look after it.

1819 40 loads of gravel from the Portway and 18 of
water gravel delivered for the Bath Gardens walks.

1820 Watson starts a series of public lectures at Bake-
well which were advertised in the Sheffield Independent.

1822 Agricultural Society meeting at Bakewell. Watson
was the Bakewell Secretary; Dr. Stoker the Chesterfield

Secretary.

1824 Watson states that eight times round Bath Garden
walks is the equivalent of one mile. Paid 4/- for
damaging a harmonium at Chesterfield church.

1825 Watson's wife ill. Sir Francis Dawson consulted
for a fee of two guineas. She died. Funeral "tea" - a
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barrel of porter, one pound worth of sherry and 16 1bs of
two sorts of biscuits. Thereafter his wife's step-mother
and her daughter ran the Bath House.

1826 His wife's gravestone erected. Vicar's fee 7/6. Re-
roofed grotto in the Bath Gardens with slates. Paid ten
pounds eleven shillings by the Duke of Rutland in 1830.

1832 Is selling items from his collection to raise money.

* 1833 Sale of his books to Duke of Northumberland for
fifty pounds saves him from imprisonment for debt. The
Duke of Rutland had ignored his plea to buy a cabinet of
minerals.

1835 Instructs Mr. McQueen to make his Will and write
to his nephew in London (Sam or John). He died before
this was done.

It is well known that Watson died before Mr. McQueen,
the attorney, was able to draft his will. Ttis assumed that
he died intestate and it is not known who dealt with his
affairs. He was virtually bankrupt and his goods were
sold by auction. :

Perhaps someone had acted as an “executor de son tort",
that is a person who, although he has not obtained any
grant of representation, takes it upon himself to deal
with the deceased's affairs. Where the deceased owned
no land or shares this is not difficult. However, it
seemed worth while to make a search at the Lichfield
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Diocesan Registry which was the place any grant would
be made but without any expectation of finding any-
thing.  Surprisingly, administration documents were
found. '

The documents (copies of which have been deposited in
this Society's archives) disclose that a year after Watson
died, that is August 1836, his only surviving next of kin,
namely three children of his brother Sam, all of whom
lived in London, renounced any claims. A creditor, John
Fenton, a farmer of Bakewell, obtained Letter of Admin-
istration to Watson's estate from the Dean of Lichfield
Cathedral.

James Barker and William Greaves acted as sureties for
his proper administration of the estate.

His two nephews were Sam and John and his niece was
Elizabeth Chivers.

No inventory seems to have been filed so that, unless the
advertisement of the auction sale of his effects in the
Bakewell Town Hall can be found, or the letters in the
possession of the late Charles Bradbury describing the
sale give any more information, his precise financial
state at his death will never be known.
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BAKEWELL'S ECONOMY IN 1848
A Sketch
Trevor Brighton

Not all our members and readers of this Journal may
know that Ted Meeke has published privately a book
entitled Bakewell in the 19th Century. He has generous-
ly given a copy to the Society's library which is available
to members and others on application. It is a fascinating
and useful compendium of facts and figures relating to
the town.

By the middle of the 19th century Bakewell, like Britain
as a whole, was approaching the most prosperous period
in its history. New roads had brought increased traffic
and tourists were increasing rapidly. The enclosure of
the town's fields and those of the surrounding villages,
including Haddon Park, had increased the output of
crops and cattle, Fairs and markets, including a new
corn market, bustled. Cotton was still spun and lead and
chert were still mined.

With the dawn of the railway age came prospects of
even greater prosperity. It is not surprising that when a
new railway from Matlock to Buxton was proposed the
people of Bakewell naturally expected it should pass
through their town. All seemed in order when, follow-
ing the Duke of Rutland's agreement that the line should
pass through Haddon Park, the House of Commons ac-
cepted that the railway should come to Bakewell.

66



T. Brighton/Bakewell's Econamy in 1348

However an alternative route was suggested and the MP
for the County G.H. Cavendish, who was chairman of
the Midlands Junction Railway Company and had
already backed the Bakewell route, changed his position
and supported the passage of the line along the Derwent
valley. It would leave Rowsley, enter a long tunnel
beyond the view of Chatsworth House, emerge at
Baslow and pass via Bubnell and Calver to Hathersage
and through the Hope Valley. (See Journal No. 5, 1978,

p.50)

G. H. Cavendish was not a popular MP in Bakewell for
his stance on other issues than the route of the railway.
The following letter by L. F. Bingham, landlord of the
King's Arms is a remarkable riposte to the notion of
Bakewell as a village. It is liberally spiced with sarcasm
and his plethora of facts and figures gives, in a short
space, an excellent view of what came into and went out
of Bakewell and what the townsfolk produced and
consumed. It makes a very useful addition to the facts
and figures in Ted Meeke's book.

HON. G. H. CAVENDISH, M.P.

Sir,

S Chairman, and consequently the organ of the
Company formin;{t that bedy known as the Man-
chester, Buxton, Matloc rud Midlands Junction Railway
Company, T hope I am right in assuming that you are

67



T. Brighton/Bakewell's Economy in 1848

the proper channel through showm the inhabitants ol
Bakewell should convey their sentiinents to the Cowmpany
at whose head you are placed, on a subject (to then) of
vital importance, viz.—the proposed deviation of the
fine of Railway granted by Parliament to them, and
which they cannot for one moment entertain a doubt
but that the wisdom of the Legislatnre—the consistency
of his ("race the Duoke of Rutland—their unflinching
and uncompromising integrity, coupled with the absurd
intention of making a line through a barren country,
with an almost impracticable tunnelling, will sccure to
them,

On behalf of the inhabitants of Bakewell, I feel in
duty bound to respectfully request that the few facts |
parpose laying before you in this letter, shall have their
duc weight and consideration with you.

Tt has been, and still is, frequently asked by persons
interested in diverting this important line of Railway
from its legitimate channel (to serve party and personal
purposes) What is Bakewell 2 What its importance ?
What its claims to Railway advantages aver neighbouring
places ?  And fearing that the willully blind are the
blindest of all blind, [ have at no little cost and trouble
endeavoured to light up a lamp for their guidance thro'
those mazes which their own perverted will, or disor-
dered imaginations, may have led them into. If [ am
right in believing that there still remains a few who will
not submit to the yoke of tyranny and oppression, nor
sacrifice their rights and privileres on the shrine orf
sycophancy, [ feel assured that my townsmen will join
with me in response, and reply (for pity's sake)} to so
foolish a question. What is Bakewell? Listen to faets.
And in stating them, as good and loyal subjects, we will
first recognise our Quecn and Government—placing
them on the top of the list; for be it remembered, that

68



T Brighton/Bakewell's Economy in 1848

towards the exchequer of the country, we annually pay

for Licences alone, £203 9s. 7d.; for Assessed Taxes,

£750; the 7d. Tax upon Industry, £350; for Stamps,

Inst year, we paid £650 ; for Legacy Duty, £153 0s, 6, ;

for Post-Horse Duty, £202 16s.; for Bricks, £30 6s. 0d.

We post weekly 3,525 letters, which being at the rate of
one penny each only, produce to that department £700

and upwards,  We daily receive more than 150 out of
275 mewspapers, the Government Doty on which is

£435 10s.; for Post oflice orders, £62 55; amd for Fire

Insurance and other duties, £58 10s. Here, then, we

have the sum of £3,596 2s. 70, annually paid by the 1961

inhabitants of Bakewell, towards the maintenance of
their rightful sovereign the Queen nnd the blessed insti-

tutions of our fatherland. Here, Sir, T think it would -
be ndvisable to halt a moment, and ask you whether

under gny prospect now hefore you, a probability can

arisc that Baslow, Bubnell, Calver, Hathersage, Hope,

and the swarming population of Edale, ever can possibly

contribute so much unitedly through the same channel?

We think not,

Your satellites frequently remind vs in terms of bitter
sarcasm, that we do not number 2,000, 1f so, we shall
then have manifest prool that therc must be a great
influx of persons annually into Bakewell, when I inform
you of the immense consumption therein. During the
past year there has been slanghtered in and for con- -
sumption therein 313 beasts, 1291 sheep, 186 calves,
256 pigs. We have consumed 194 hogsheads of sugar,
362 boxes of sonp, 176 chests of tea, 3,528 sacks of flour,
besides some portion of the 16,650 sacks manufnctured
at Messrs. Darwent's mill during the past year; 175 cwt.
of collee, 308 ewt. of rice, (34 puncheons of molasses,
and 830 barrels of ale and porter brought into the town,
vxclusive of Baslow and Litton agencies; and add to
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these the produce of 415 quarters of malt, brewed by
the publicans of Bakewell, and the 1844 quarters sold
amongst the private families, besides more which [ could
not correctly ascertain; and then I think you will admit
that & large portion is left after our wants have been
supplied, and rest assured little indeed will be wasted,

I must further point oul to you the insignificancy of
Bakewell, as a village, by informing you that we con-
shme 3,600 tons of coal per annum, 357 hides of leather,
independcent of any portion of the 1,050 tanned in the
place; 462 skins, also clear of the 624 prepared at home;
and that amongst other trifles we huve had come into
the place for the year, 421 bales of goads, 158 tons of
block marble; 257 cases, 3,066 parcels, 94 puncheons of
wines and spirits, 242 tons of lime, 580 tons of sand,
915 deals, 140 tons of slate, 31 casks of goods, 18 tons
Il ewt. of iron, 55 boxes of tin, other boxes i90, 16 tons
of bones, 147 tons ol earthenware, 28 tons of salt, 40%
cwt, of white lead, 910 gallons of 0il, 105 gallons of tus-
pentine, 169 hampers, 77} bags of nails 56 lbs. each,
2 tons of hemp, 220 tons of paviours, 26 tons of cement,
16 tons of pinster, 1,200 bandles of laths, 44 sacks of
linseed, 52 sacks of peas, hewn timber 20,875 eubic feet,
55 crates of glass, 17 tons of sheet lead, 32 dozen spades
and shovels, 7§ dozen scythes, 1§ dozen hay knives, 13
bundles of whips, 56 patent bazils; for roller leather at
the cotton miil, 1,236 skins; at the same place are re-
ceived 1,000 bales, or 200 tons of cotton; 106 casks of
G ewt. each, and 14 pack sheets are returned, with ma-
nufactures.

We have 26 cattle markets yearly, and & fairs, on
which days are offered for sale 6,700 head of cattle, and
8,400 sheep and upwards, with calves and pigs in great
numbers. And although (in cvidence given in the Flouse
against our title to n Railway) it was stated that * Owe
Truck” would take all the clicese that cune to Bakewell
“inayear” We really cannot believe it, and simply
for this reason.  On the last five fairs, 239 earts broaght
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250 tons, besides that made at Bakewell ; 200 tons and
upwards pass through to Chesterlield, and more than
600 to Sheflield.  Rather a large truck load; and, be-
sides this, many hundred tons are bought in the neigh-
bourhood by the Tactors, all of which would he brouglit
for transit by Railway, in the event of our having one.
More than 700 tons of pig lead is carried through Bake-
well, and 400 extra tons of coal to the Alport smelting
furnaces, 210 tons of cotton twist, 1,0 tons of caulk,
and from it 900 tons of chert,

Since the establishment of u corn market here, busi-
ness has been already done to an average annual amount
of 12,000 quarters, which with most of our cattle and
other things enumerated already, would form o part of
our Railway Traflic,

During 49 wecks of the past year, the public paid
for coach fare between Derhy, Nottingham and Man-
chester, and Bakewell and Sheflicld, the sum of
£3,861 13s. 11d., and for hired conveyances here the sum
of £1011 10s. 0d. exclusive of those hot snbject to duty.
Now, Sir, [ would ask yvou how wmany thousands of
pounds would be nnmmily prid for fares to this place,
had we a direct Railway as we ooght to have? In ad-
dition to this stream of passengers, I find on investiga-
tion that from ! to 13 hundred persons nnunually attend
the Bakewell Savings Bank. The Magistrates attend on
the Bench 29 times during the year, sta— sur—; and last
year adjudicated upon 197 out of 278 cases; 94 surveyors
of highways were appointed, and 98 constables. The
various journeys which their appointments require them
to make to Bakewell amounted to GM; 119 licensed
victuallers attend to take up their recognizances, very
frequently with them their whole families. The County
Court, embracing 58 parishes, you nre aware is held
here; during the nine wonths it has been in operation
349 plaints have been entered, 698 plaintifls and de-
fendants have appenred, nnd 446 witnesses examined
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to recover the sum of £1,375. The Doard of Guar
dians, of which you are (I believe) the chairman, com:
prises some 76 gentlemen and 9 ex-oflicers; if these at
tended regnlarly every week how much would they pay fo)
Railway fare; the collector of excise holds his sittings
here about every six weeks, and hundreds bave to visit
him ; mineral courts are sometinves held here; ecclesi-
astical visitations, and nominations of M.Ps., at this
village of represcuted desolation, bringing thousands to
it, which is sometimes increased by polling for candi-
dates; the collector of taxes sits also at the receipt of
custom, and to himn, far and wide, scores must ceme;
religious services; and (in contradistinction) various
sources of amusement draw great numbers to it.

Now, Sir, allow me to ask whether it ever occurred to
you that no wmarket is established during the whole
length of your proposed line,—that a greater amount of
capital is represented in this place than all the whole
length of your deviation,—that the people of Bakewell
will not submit tamely to lose so itmportant a boon as
their market, to please any class of speculators?  Did it
ever nccur to you that so far more important is a line of
Railway through the Wye Valley than the Derwent, that
even a line throngh the Jatter conld never induce a direct
or through traflic? Did it ever occur to you that persons
can, and would, visit Bakewell for husiness or pleasure,
but in Edale their only alternative would be sans grouse,
sans hilberrys, sans heath, sans gorse, sans everything?
Did it ever occur to you that the densely populated Valley
of Iidale and its concomitant subterranean has not, aund
never will have, a post-office at all, whilst here we have
one at which arrive and from which depart 7000 letters
weekly, and upwards of 2,100 newspeners® We transact
annuaily business by post-office orders alone to the
amount of £6000, besides two large banking establish-
ments in the place, transmitting and receiving immense
sums; and yet your deviation supporters eall Bakewel! a
Village, and your counsel ealls Calver a Town.
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Is there not an interest at stake as represented by our
capital, by onr postal, by our position, by our claims,
which demand at your hands the Railway, the whale
Railway, and nothing but the Railway? We believe
there is: and in justice to the first pledpe the Company
gave us, in justice to the absolute superiority of our claim
npon the Company, we demand the fulfilinent of your
breaking promises, to the very * pound of flesh.” = We
are not (uite so easily to be seduced into the beliel that
taking away our bread will fill our stomachs, or taking
away the main line of Railway will do us ne harm, We
know better.  We will not tamely give np onr rights to
please, we must, we will, we do demand ample justice a1
your hands. Engincering evidence proves your proposed
line almost impracticable. Why attempt it? Keep your
word—keep your goed faith with the people, and gire us
that line which you first asked for, which we supported
you in, and which Parliament granted; then, and not
until then, will you he free from imputation; then, and
not until then, will you hare redeemed the pledge given
to us, shen you first asked us for our capital and support,

I have the lionor to be, Sir,
Your very sincere and candid servant,

L. F. BINGHAM.
King's Arms Tnn,

Bakewell, March 6, 1848,

Eamman TR NI

P.8. One of your strongest supporters being unfor-
tunately so near sighted as to render it impossible for
him to see Bakewell market, ns stated in the House, |
have given him, the Company, and their council the full
advantage of any doubt upon the watter hy not in-
cluding Friday's weckly market in any of my statements.

L.F. B,
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A PROPOSED ROUTE, FOR
THE RAILWAY FROM
ROWSLEY TO MONSAL DALE, 1856.

Today one of the most hotly debated issues in Bakewell
is the proposed by-pass or relief road. There are various
suggestions as to the route it shouid take. In the mid
19th century, as is evident from the preceding letter, the
course of the proposed railway was the bumning issue.
Once it had been agreed that the line should pass through
Bakewell the debate turned to which route it should take
to avoid the environs of Haddon Hall and where the sta-
tion in Bakewell should be located.

Among the railway papers in the parish records which
were removed to the County Record Office at Matlock
(Seec Journal No. 5, 1978, pp 50-52) is the following
report by an anonymous resident of Bakewell. Tt was
printed by J. Goodwin of Bakewell and sold for a penny.
It indicates that the writer was cognisant with surveying
and leaves us to ponder what might have been if this
proposal had been successful. A more visible line from
Bakewell to Rowsley? A station in Dagnall Close? A
tunnel beneath the Old House Museum!!

The proposal was, of course, not adopted and today, as
we nole that the Peak Park Planning Authority continues
to argue for the re-opening of the line through Bakewell
which was closed in 1967, it is no longer a burning
issue.
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By an Inhabitant of Bakewell

1. A report of the course or line for a Railway commenc-
ing at Rowsley Station passing at a distance west of
Haddon Hall and continued to Monsal Dale, 1856.

Distance between Rowsley Station and Monsal Dale in a
direct line is estimated to be six miles and the proposed
line 5 furlongs greater. The line begins at the existing
railway at Rowsley at a point south of the railway bridge
that is situated under the Turnpike near the station and at
such a distance from the bridge as will allow of the
projected railway gliding out of and into the existing
railway. Then from the point just described the line
takes a coursc that leaves the Rowsley turntable and
engine house on the right hand and passes under the
embanked turnpike road about 40 yards from the present
railway bridge under the same embanked road. Then
after crossing the turnpike road there, the line takes a
curved course with a radius of about 20 chains and
passes over the adjoining flat meadow ground, and over
the Derwent,

The meadow ground here would require raising by a low
viaduct, with openings towards the river side, for the
passage of flood water. There would also be required a
viaduct over the river. From the river Derwent, the line
passes under an occupation road in Ann Severn's farm,
and through or under lands which are partly situate on
the north side of the new Chapel, and thence under the
village road, where the curve ends.
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" The length of this portion of the line, from its com-
mencement is about a quarter of a mile, and the length of
that part of it which is between the two last mentioned
roads and including the roads, is about 170 yards, some
of which, perhaps all, would require arching. The gradi-
ent of this portion of the line is ascending 1 in 200.

2. The next portion of the line passes on from the village
road in a straight direction. In the first part over lands
requiring deepish cutting but gradually onwards decreas-
ing in depth, until it reaches the margin of a shallow,
narrow valley, which is near to the boundary fence be-
. tween Rowsley and Haddon Liberties. Length of this
portion of the line is 550 yards, gradient is 1 in 110.

3. The next of the line goes in the same straight course
as before, over the valley just mentioned, where there is
"a small stream of water that would cross underneath the
rails and there is also an occupation road called "The
Park Road" that would require a viaduct over it. This
valley would have an embankment across it sufficiently
high for the Park Road to pass under the railways.
Length of this portion about 220 yds. gradient 1 in 110.
The remainder is level.

4. The next portion of the line goes in the same straight
course as before, along the Parkside closes (where the
cutting need not be very deep) until it reaches ground
level with this projected railway; which happens about
200 yds. north east of Filliford Bridge, and there the line
begins to turn westerly. The length of this portion of the
line is about 420 yds. and is nearly level.

76



Proposed Raitway jrom Rowsley to Monsal Dale, 1856

5. The next portion of the line turns westwardly from the
preceding straight course, passes over the river Wye and
over the end of the meadow ground called Ladyholme
where after going a little distance from the turnpike
Road it crosses over the same road into Haddon Stone
Quarry. This portion of the line would be embanked
sufficiently high for going over the turnpike road. The
average height of the bank may be about 16 feet. The
slopes of it should have extra width at base, say 4 or 5
wide to 1 in height that the surface may grow a green
sward not showing much contrast with the adjoining
ground when looked upon from Haddon Hall. This bank
would intercept from view at Haddon Hall all carts etc.
that pass on the Turnpike Road in the compass of the
Bank but the number of carts passing that way would be
greatly reduced if this projected railway were made. A
Viaduct over the river and another over the Turnpike
Road (a long one) are required. The length of this
portion of the line is about 660 yards. The gradient is
lin 148.

6. The next portion of the line, from the crossing of the
Turnpike Road, goes through Haddon Stone Quarry, and
thence over land called "The Furlong" in a curved
course, until it reaches a public lane leading to Over
Haddon, through Haddon Field at a point not far from
Haddon Barn, say 130 yards. This lane, or road, is upon
limestone rock and the railway should be made to pass
under it. {Better than the route through the middle of the
Wye valley and through Bakewell, as formerly was at-
tempted to be done, which the inhabitants of Bakewell as
well as the Duke of Rutland were opposed to). The

77



Proposed Raibway from was!ey to Monsal Dale, 1856

length of this portion of the line, viz - in the Furlong is
about 600 yds. The line is nearly level.

7. The next portion of the line, after passing under the
Over Haddon Road goes in a straightish course about
660 yards in extent through lands called Little Park and
Fawnsdale, where the cutting would be in limestone
about 10 or 12 feet deep. The severed land of this part
of the line may be connected by an arch over the rail-
way. There is a small stream of water near Haddon Barn
to be conducted under the railway. Length of this por-
tion 660 yards. Gradientis 1 in 132.

8. The next portion of the line goes nearly in a straight
course over lands called Broad Meadow and Burton
Field until it reaches an occupation road called
Fawnsdale Road at a point 160 yards from the Turnpike
Road. The whole of this portion requires embankment,
not high except near and over the occupation road where
it should be sufficiently high for cartloads of hay passing
under the rails. A viaduct over Fawnsdale and a culvert
under the railway for a small stream of water would be
required. Length of this portion about 580 yards.
Gradient 1 in 132.

9. The next portion after leaving Fawnsdale Road goes
in a straight direction until it reaches the ground of
William Allcard called Burton Closes. In its course it
passes through the nether end of Burton Wood and
Burton Field and goes under an occupation road called
Burton Field road and under a plantation adjoining to it.
There is in this portion of the line a short space next
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Fawnsdale Road, to be embanked; the remainder would
be cutting and at and near the Burton Field Road about
100 yards long would be a deep cutting in shale and the
whole of the same 100 yards would be to arch over, for
the purpose of conducting the road over the railway and
hide it from view in Burton Closes. Length of this por-
tion 750 yards. Gradient 1 in 832 to keep down level in
Wm. Allcard's ground.

10. The next portion goes through the ground of Wm.
Allcards, called Burton Closes, with a little curve all
through the ground. The valley bottom therein is on the
same level as the projected railway is supposed to be, or
the railway may be 1,2, or 3 feet higher. The coach road
where the line crosses it is only 12 feet higher than the
valley bottom. It will be necessary to arch over all the
railway in this ground and such parts of the arch as shall
stand above ground, should be covered with earth, in the
shape of a small rising hill for which purpose there
would be plenty of material from the adjacent cuttings.
(Two alternatives, remaking the coach road up to Burton
Closes house and removing the Lodge to a more
northerly position). About 1/3rd of the railway across
this ground will, with its arch, be under the surface of
the natural ground. A stream of water crosses the line.
Length of this portion is 300 yards. Gradient 1 in 270.

11. The next portion, after leaving the tunnel end in
Wm. Allcard's ground near the foot of a very steep bank
in Thatchholme Close, passes in nearly a straight course
over lands called Thatcholme, Drable Close, CatclifT,
Dagnall and Paddle Orchard belonging severally to the
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Duke of Rutland, James Lees, and Andrew Briitlebank,
~ until it reaches a public bridle road called Butts Road.
In this its course it would take down a cottage belonging
to the Duke of Rutland in the occupation of George
Blackwell. As the lands over which it passes here are
uneven most part would be cut and some, chiefly in
Dagnall, would be raised. There is one favourable place
in the Catcliff Close occupied by Wm. Gardom for con-
necting the lands that would be severed by a bridge over
the Rly. A small public drain crosses the line. Length
of this portion is about 680 yards. Gradient 1 in 170.
There is sufficient space not less than 150 yards long and
100 yards wide in this portion of the line for making a
first class station which would be easy of access. It is in
Dagnall Close belonging to Andrew Brittlebank together
with a part of Catcliff Close in the occupation of Wm.
Greaves. The east end of Dagnall Close adjoins the
Turnpike Rd. 20 feet lower than the proposed station and -

180 yards away.

12. The next portion of line goes in the same straight
direction as the preceding one and after passing under
Butts Road goes through the Butts Plantation (about 30
yards) and thence (about 140 yards) through some
valuable grass land belonging to James Milnes, where at
the first end, the cutting would be in shale, about 30 feet
deep, and at the other end the cutting would be 35 feet
deep, partly in limestone rock. The length of this
portion is about 180 yards. Gradient 1 in 270.

13. The next portion goes in the same straight direction
as the preceding. It first enters under the ground in
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possession of H.K. Cornish. It passes under the Turn-
pike Road (say 40 feet below its level). It goes under the
Parsonage Close belonging to Robert Arkwright, thence
under Stonedge field, belonging severally to Wm. Smith
and the Duke of Rutland and comes from underground at
Endcliff plantation end, where it is level with the former
Turnpike Road, now used as an entrance road into deep-
dale. The whole of this portion would be a tunnel - to be
cut either wholly through limestone, or partly through
limestone and partly through toadstone. The length of
this portion, all tunnel, about 930 yards. Gradient 1 in
270.

14. The next portion passes from Endcliff end with a
little curvature and goes under an occupation road and
the Turnpike Road which are near one to the other, and
from thence over several closes called Middle Field, to
the south east corner of a close occupied by James
Smith, at the edge or brink of a steep bank. All the land
belongs to the Duke of Rutland. There is a suitable site
here for a first class station, to serve Ashford, Long-
stone, Sheldon, Flagg, Monyash, Over Haddon and
Holme Chert quarries, together with Bakewell, Hassop
and Rowland. The length of this portion 500 yards.
Gradient - level.

15. The next portion passes with a curve (radius half a
mile) about 120 yards in length, from the brink of the
steep bank in Middle Field to the opposite bank in the
liberty of Ashford, and near to the nether end of
Crackendale, about 60 yards west of the Boathouse at
the dale end. The line is 32 feet above the bed of the
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river Wye and necarly 20 feet above pond bank. A
viaduct would be required over the river and the neck of
the pond.

16. The next portion goes in a straight course. Afler
entering the limestone bank side just before mentioned,
it goes through it by open cuiting, at first about 58 feet
deep, but forward gradually decreasing in depth at noth-
ing at the distance of 240 yards thence the line goes over
the dale bottom where it requires raising about 12 feet.
Thence on the slope of the hill in the right hand, where
there would be cutting in limestone; thence again over
the dale bottom, where it requires raising about 8 feet
thence through a short space of projecting rock on the
left hand; thence again over the dale bottom where it
requires raising about 6 feet; thence on the slope of the
hill in the right hand; thence on the dale bottom, until it
reaches a hill on the left hand which it will pass under by
a tunnel. Length of this portion 1100 yards. Gradient
1 in 132.

17. The next portion goes straight to a short occupation
road near the public road that leads from Longstone to
Ashford via Thornbridge from which latter place the line
is one quarter mile. Length open cutting about 700
yards. Gradient 1 in 132,

18. The next portion is by tunnel through the limestone.
It takes a curve with a radius of 30 chains passing under
the hill near to, and in front of, Rowdale House and
under the Turnpike Road leading from Ashford to
Chesterfield and comes from underground at the foot of
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a steep bank near the Turnpike Road. The length of the
tunnel is about 520 yards. Gradient 1 in 132.

19. The next portion turns a little out of the previous
direction but goes straight to Monsal Dale by tunnel
1 mile in length. Gradient 1 in 176.

If Bakewell Station should be fixed at Whiteflat or near
to the Pineapple Inn, it is more than probable that an inn
on a large scale would be built there and so the Rutland
Arms Inn would be deprived, in some measure, of the
benefit arising from the temporary abiding of travellers.
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ACTAEON IN THE OLD TOWN HALL?
Trevor Brighton

The Old Town Hall, Bakewell has served many purposes
in its three hundred year history. It is now a shop
belonging to the china specialist John Sinclair, who
bought it from Michael Goldstone. During the owner-
ship of Michael and his father, Maurice, it had served as

a showroom for their antique furniture. The sale of the
building included a carved wooden overmantel or over-
door which is now fixed inside on the south wall of the
ground floor. The late Bert Broomhead painted this
piece of furniture,

As the sketch opposite shows, it consists of a pedimental
canopy containing the crude demi-figure of a man in
Tudor - Jacobean costume between two flowering plants.
Either side the pediment are two obelisks from whose
bases two fronds extend to the centre. Below, within a
gadrooned frame, is the motto:

' DREDE : GOD : AND : HONOR : THE : KYNG

Either side of this are two lions, sejant affronté, each
holding a shield bearing three ﬂeurs—de—lys

A page of typescript beside the carving has the foIlowmg
description:

"A fifteenth century overdoor made for a porch, sculpted
by the same hand as one produced for the Luttrell Arms
in Dunster. In this case we can tie the workmanship to
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the estate of the Dukes of Rutland and it can therefore be
said to be an artefact originating to (sic) Haddon Hall.

The artist who was responsible for both was from the
Netherlands, and one can identify the shields and arms
of England and France. The central panel depicts
Actaeon of ¢lassical legend."

Immediately one can say the work is certainly not of the
15th century. At first glance it would seem to be late
16th or early 17th century in style - especially in its use
of obelisks. These ornaments, which were first used in
the tombs and gardens of ancient Egypt, were trans-
ported to imperial Rome and found their way, during the
Renaissance, into western Eurcpe. Thus they appear on
the monuments of Sir John and Dorothy Manners and
Sir George and Lady Grace Manners in Bakewell
Church.

How the male figure can be described as Actaeon I can-
not understand. The story concerning him in Greek
mythology was popularly rendered in the decorative arts
of the late 16th and early 17th centuries and may be seen
in needlework at Hardwick Hall. Actacon had offended
the goddess Artemis (known to the Romans as Diana) in
some way, either by boasting that he was a better hunter
than she or because once, while hunting, he surprised her
naked whilst bathing. Her retribution was terminal; she
transformed him into a stag and he was torn apart by his
own hounds.
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There is not the slightest reference to any of this in the
overmantel - the crudely arranged fronds and flowers
being the only tenuous links with the hunting field.

The motto is that of the Vernons and appears carved in
high relief on the oak overmantel of the parlour at
Haddon Hall. The Old Town Hall overmantel has a poor
copy of this and employs identical spelling. Its lettering
however is too sharp and employs a colon between the
words as opposed to a small scroll at Haddon Hall.

The arms on either side of the motto might have given
some clue to the meaning of the overmantel had they not
been so insensitively (over?) painted. True heraldic tinc-
tures have not been used and the shields, as they stand,
are blazoned vert (green) 3 fleurs-de-lys gules (red).
These are no one's arms! They are certainly not the
French royal arms (azure (blue) 3 fleurs-de-lys or (gold))
and the sejant lions supporting them, which are painted
silver, are not the golden lions rampant of England. In
any case on¢ would never find the French arms alone
held by a lion.

The shields have no obvious connection with either the
Vernen or the Manners family unless we mention the
first and last quarters on the Manners chief - azure 2
fleurs-de-lys or. These with the lion of England on the
2nd and 3rd quarters constitute a royal augmentation
granted by Henry VIII and derive from the Plantagenet
Arms,
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Had the shields on the overmantel been correctly painted
they could have related to any of some fifty or so
families listed in Papworth's Ordinary of Arms.

Commenting on the overmantel as a whole one con-
cludes that it does not look like work executed in the
reign of Elizabeth I or James 1. The figure is almost
comical in appearance with a strange head and crudely
carved hands. The gadrooned border is a late 17th cen-
tury motif out of place around an attempt at an early
16th century motto and benecath early 17th century
obelisks. The sejant supporters are the most amusing;
their elongated necks and small heads have the demean-
our of monkeys rather than heraldic lions.

In short the piece would appear to be an exercise in late
19th century "Jacobethanism" using decorative vocabu-
- lary as found on funeral monuments and domestic furn-
ishings between the beginning of the 16th and the end of
the 17th centuries. Its appearance has not been enhanced
by repainting in a predominance of green which extends
to its misunderstood heraldry. It certainly does not come
from Haddon Hall. Indeed, Michael Goldstone informs
me that it was acquired by his father from Little Haddon
Hall in Suffolk in the 1960s.

Nevertheless it is an interesting curiosity and is well dis-
played in the Old Town Hall.
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