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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
Trevor Brighton

Our Council this year has a new look about it as we
brace ourselves for the challenges of the new
millennium. We have a new Minutes Secretary in
Shirley Plant, ably supported by Elizabeth Wilbur and
the redoubtable Angela Overton. Our new Treasurer,
Alan Pigott, has continued to keep a close and
cautionary eye on our finances which are steadily
improving. The Council has also benefited greatly from
the ideas of new members, Michael Plant and Alan
Smith. Ill health prompted Jim Oxley to resign as
Chairman of the Museum Committee. We thank him
for his brief but active tenure of this office during which
the Museum's roof was saved from collapse and two
exhibitions were mounted in the Museum. Joyce
Tinsley, our Vice Chairman, has taken on this office.

The Museum has four Trustees - Joyce Tinsley, George
Challenger, Avis Goodwin and Brian Jenkins. The last
two have now resigned. Avis, of course, is hoping that
she and Charles can complete the sale of their house and
by the time this Journal is published they may well have
taken up residence in their new one in Farnham. We
wish them well, thank them again for their invaluable
work for the Society and hope they will keep in touch
with us. Brian Jenkins felt he had served long enough
and we thank him for all his valuable help and advice as
a Trustee. The two vacancies are to be filled by myself
and Alan Pigott.
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We must all congratulate Molly Pugh and Barbara
Rump on the efficient way they have arranged the rota
of wardens this year. There appears not to have been a
hitch, though I know they have done more than their
fair share in deputising and filling gaps. We must
lighten their burden next year and I call on members old
and new to help us in this most important work. Our
thanks are also due to our cleaning parties ably
organised by Barbara Hall. Perhaps at this juncture it
would be useful to members to compile a Who's Who of
the Society. |

The names of the main Officers and Members of the
Council are given on the front page. Working
alongside these committee members are:

Programme Trevor Brighton
Publications and Local History Ray Noyce

Publicity Frank Saunders

Marketing Alan Smith

Social Secretary Rosemary Clarke

Rota Organisers Molly Pugh & Barbara Rump
Museum Consultant Andrew Greenwood
Cleaning Organiser Barbara Hall

Party Visits Organiser Pat Brighton

Coffee Organiser Pat Brighton

This looks promising for the future and in addition, our
membership continues to rise steadily. Last year it rose
from 216 to 224 and at the time of writing stands at
240.

Our lectures continue to be well attended, averaging 56
per meeting with a sprinkling of non-members who are
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always welcome. Our outings and our social occasions
are always fully booked. The Society's dinner was held
in the Rutland Arms Hotel and seventy members were
present to hear our guest speaker, Matthew Paris. Our
thanks must go to Rosemary Clarke who has arranged
our excellent social functions with imagination. Sadly
she will resign her office at the end of this year. Would

someone offer to take it up?

So much for all the promising news. Now for more
ominous matters. First, the attendances at our Museum,
as in Museums throughout the United Kingdom,
continues to fall. We must improve our image, aim for
a specific market and make ourselves more attractive to
visitors. In the past we have spent much money on
advertising our Museum but we are not really sure how
effective this has been. This year we intend to do some
market research into where our visitors come from and
how they found out about us.

Our lack of basic facilities for visitors - toilets, disabled
access, refreshments - continues to  cause
embarrassment. To deal with these deficiencies we
have obtained the generous services of a local architect,
Bob Adams, to address the problems. He has provided
plans which the Council has discussed with him and, in
principle, has approved. The next step is to place the
proposals before the planning authorities. If permission
is given to proceed we will then consider approaching
various grant giving bodies including the National
Lottery. '
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Finally, may I pay tribute to one of our stalwart
members who died this year. John Pierpoint was a
personal friend and fellow enthusiast in matters of local
history and especially heraldry and ecclesiology. A
retired bank manager, John, ably supported by his wife
Marjorie, took local history beyond the bounds of a
hobby - it became a passion. He taught himself latin
and palaeography so that he could read the documents
in various public archives. He was meticulous in his
research and contributed to the volume on the
Hatchments of Derbyshire. Our Journal contains a
number of his carefully written articles and at one time,
when it seemed likely to cease production, he was
largely instrumental in reviving it. The first item in this
Journal is due to the contacts he made and I am sad he
cannot read it.

The Society goes on and new members continue to join.
May I thank all who have in any way, small or great,
helped the Society and its Museum over the past year.
We need even more help next year.
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REVIEW OF LAST YEAR'S ACTIVITIES
Trevor Brighton

The 1994 programme ended with some style at the
dinner held in November at the Rutland Arms.
Matthew Paris, once our M.P., member of the Society
& columnist with The Times was our guest. He decided
to wax historical in his after-dinner speech and dealt
with one of his favourite subjects, the Conquistadors in
Mexico. This came as quite a surprise and delight to
those who had anticipated a resumé of that day at
Westminster!

The new year began with a tour-de-force from John
Leach of Buxton Museum, an authority and researcher
on the spa town. Before an audience of 65 he gave us a
rapid but enthralling sketch of the development of
Buxton from the cave men to the dilapidation of the
Crescent, His special emphasis was on the wealth of
minerals in the Buxton vicinity - particularly the
forgotten era of coal mining,

John Salt, the retired Head of the History Department at
Sheffield City Polytechnic, graphically involved his
large audience in the building and defence of motte and
bailey castles. He plotted their strategic locations on the
map of Derbyshire and South Yorkshire, clearly
indicated their importance, both before and after the
Norman Conquest, and left us pondering on the
appearance and location of the castle at Bakewell.
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From May to September, in what history will record as
one of the hottest summers in Britain, the Society
enjoyed itself. Whilst numbers visiting the Museum
dried up, like the neighbouring reservoirs, members
flocked to the Spring Lunch at the Old House. There
was more chatter and laughter than the building ever
knew in the days when it was inhabited and the old
bedrooms upstairs softly echoed the gentler baroque
strains of a wind band. '

Just as enjoyable, and oversubscribed, was the evening
repast of wine, salmon and strawberries on July 8th.
The lovely food was organised by Val Smith and Joyce
Steele. Cheek by jowl, members relished their princely
fish and thought of the days when the salmon used to
come up the River Wye as William of Worcester
recounted in the 15th century. Perhaps they, like the
otter, will one day return and we may dine on Wye
salmon. The strawberries were picked locally.

And finally to the buffet which accompanied Fashion
through the Ages' on 16th September. This
extravaganza, organised by Joyce Tinsley and Nancy
Puliey, used our fine collections of costumes and our
willing female members, young and not so young. The
result was a rustle of silks and taffeta as we were taken
from the Regency period to world of the Flappers.
Brian Jenkins attired in Victorian smoker's gear drew
the raffle with his accustomed panache.

The two visits were fully subscribed. The evening
outing to the Cutlers' Hall in Sheffield was an

10
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opportunity to view, among so many interesting items,
the world's finest collection of Sheffield silver.

On a more bucolic note, Alan and Maureen Smith
conducted us on a walking and sailing trip along the
Caldon Canal to Cheddleton Flint Mill, near Leek. A
pre-prandial glass was taken at the Holly Bush Inn
where we ate a good lunch, like bargees of old. Then
Alan, attired like captain Pugwash, set out with a full
complement of members at a soporific rate of knots.
Locks were negotiated, canal bagins defied the
helmsman's ability to go about and at one point those
waking the two-path swere they heard cries of "abandon
ship!" But Alan's canal boat, like its skipper, is made of
stern stuff and completed the return to the Holly Bush
as night fell. What a history lesson on the days of canal
transport and what an excellent talk and demonstration
by the curator of Cheddleton Mill!

Will the Iron Horse return to Bakewell? This was the
question in everyone's mind as Mick Bond and Roger
Hallatt, two enthusiastic railway restorers, gave an
illustrated talk on the reopening of the Midland Railway
from Matlock. Their excellent slides showed how, with
limited resources and much voluntary help, the railway
had been made workable to the outskirts of Rowsley, a
point the original navvies reached 135 years ago. What
will be the next step - Rowsley bridges and Haddon
Tunnel? Or is Rowsley really the end of the line?

From the shrill whistle of steam engines we turned, on
26th October, to the more euphonious sounds of the
viol. Michael Plant, a member of our Council and a

11
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craftsman who makes viols, spoke on that glorious
century of English music from the accession of
Elizabeth 1 to the Restoration of Charles II. His
illustrations were of instrumentalists and vocalists from
contemporary paintings and of musical notations from
contemporary scores. These were accompanied by
extracts of music from Tallis, Dowland etc. His wife,
Shirley, entertained us by spirited and humorous
readings from contemporary commentators. Many a
foot tapped to the thythm of the galliarde and more than.
one member was heard humming a madrigal over a
subsequent cup of coffee. What a civilised Society is
ours!

And will the winter be kind to us for our two remaining
lectures and our AGM? It was not so last year when,
for perhaps the first remembered occasion in the
Society's forty years, snow prompted a cancellation.

12
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MUSEUM COMMITTEE REPORT

Joyce Tinsley

The year started with deep concern about the main roof
beam of the Old House. We were unsure of the extent
of the problem or what a repair would cost. Fortunately
the vital roof beam was fixed in time for the opening,
helped by grants from Peak Park, Derbyshire Lottery,
the Charity Aid Foundation and most generous
donations from our own membership. The cost was
also kept down with the practical help and hard work of
members of the Museum Committee who worked
alongside the contractors.

A new show case was built into the alcove in the buttery
to protect the tool chest. This is a stronger, more
permanent case than the perspex one which needed
regular renewal. Another show case was donated by
Thornbridge Hall. This large handsome case, which can
accommodate a standing figure, proved very difficult to
move. [ would like to thank John Corbridge for his help
in transporting it to the Museum.

Our special exhibition this year was Marble, Cotton and
Batteries, illustrating manufacturing in Bakewell. The
old photographs from D.P. Batteries were of particular
interest.

The costume room featured 20th Century costumes and
included our beautiful 1920s dresses; also some recently
acquired wedding dresses.

13
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In May we had a visit from the BBC who filmed a
Bakewell pudding being made in our Victorian kitchen.
Although it took all morning to film, we were only
featured on the programme for about 60 seconds.

At the end of another sutcessful season I would like to
thank all members of the Society who have helped in
opening up the museum, keeping it clean, providing
interest throughout the season and finally for putting
exhibits away. Also my thanks go to those who have
helped to keep out the rain and ensuring that the
Museum stands secure for a few more centuries.

14
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SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
R. Clarke

Our first social event of 1995 was a Spring Lunch in
May. Members and friends enjoyed soup and a dessert,
the event raised £200.00 towards Museum funds.

In July, ninety members and friends enjoyed a Salmon
& Strawberry Evening and the gorgeous weather
enabled us to have our drinks al fresco.

Val Smith and Joyce Steele provided a splendid buffet
and baroque music was played by The Over Haddon
Wyndes under the guidance of Austen Scrivener.

In September, Nancy Pulley and Joyce Tinsley dug
deep into the archives and presented "Fashion Through
the Ages" - a fabulous display of costumes modelied by
members and friends which was a real delight. The
evening was nicely rounded off with a glass of wine and
nibbles.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Social
Committee and all those members who have worked so
hard to make the social events such happy occasions
and, as a bonus, raise a little money for the Museum.

15
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THE DP BATTERY WORKS AT
BAKEWELL 1898 - 1966

This year's exhibition in the Old House Museum was
entitled Marble, Cotton and Batteries and dealt with
local industries on the River Wye. The largest section
covered the history of the DP Battery Works from 1898
to 1966. Among the numerous photographs and
artefacts lent by the public were items loaned by Jessie
Nadin, one of our members. T am particularly grateful
to her for allowing her father's notes on the history of
the DP Battery Works to be printed here for the first
time.

First a2 word on her father, Jesse Nadin, who is an
interesting example of a local boy who made good in
his own community.

Jesse Nadin was born in Great Longstone in 1888 and
went to Lady Manners School. On leaving school he
went to work for the Midland Railway at Bakewell
station, In 1906 he was employed as a junior clerk at
the DP Battery Works and worked there full time for
the next 52 years. In the drawing office he rose to chief
draughtsman. When John Waddell retired as General
Manager in 1944 Jesse Nadin succeeded him and had a
seat on the Board of Directors. In 1956 he became
Chairman of the Company and was honoured in the
following year with the OBE. Although he retired in
1958 at the age of 70 he continued to work in the
capacity of a consultant until the Company he had
served and loved so well was compelled to close. He
died on 28th January 1982. Trevor Brighton

16
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ITEMS OF INTEREST IN THE HISTORY OF DP
J. Nadin. 31st October 1967

1888 Company established and made stationary
batteries at J. & P. Works at Charlton until:

1898 when the D.P. purchased a disused Arkwright
Cotton Mill at Bakewell which was then owned by the
Duke of Devonshire. The deal involved about 7 acres
of ground on which were situated:

The Mill itself, which is the original building as it stands today
Gas Works
Warehouse (converted now into offices)

Dwelling House Five Cottages
Water Wheels Botler

Steam Engine Shafting

Mill Gearing- Gas Plant
Heating Pipes

Use of the waters of the river Wye for working the Mill
wheels.

The price paid for the whole lot was £5,700. This
purchase covered only part of the field at the back of the
works and in 1901 the remainder of the field - about 8
acres - was purchased for £750.

Main business until 1914 was stationary batteries for
Central Stations and Country Houses. Competition then
very keen. With the price of lead varying from £10 to
£14 per ton we were at that time selling a 300 a.h. cell
in a glass box for 21/-, The price of that cell today is

17
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around £20. The cost of labour had risen in
approximately the same proportion.

1916 In 1916 the British Admiralty asked us to make
submarine batteries - up to that time a Chloride
monopoly. HGB designed the cell and 1 made all the
working drawings.

1918 Iniroduced the Glass wool separation which
increased the life of the flat plate cell very considerably.

1918—1928 From 1918 to 1928 the electric vehicle
business grew steadily but slowly, With our submarine
business established we made reasonable progress, so
much so that in 1928 Chloride made a 'take-over' deal.
We senior members of the staff were naturally
concerned as to what our status would be under the new
set up. However, we were given every encouragement
by Mr. A'W. Brown and Mr. H.V. Schofield with the
result that we settled down quite happily under the new
arrangement.

I will skip the following years, including the second
world war years, when the next important and what was
considered at that time a most unfortunate event was the
flooding of part of our works in February 1946,

1946 As a result of this serious flooding civil engineers
were called in to report on our water supply. They
informed us that our dam came under the Reservoirs
Safety Provisions Act - passed in 1931 after the
Dolgerrog Flood Disaster. We were told that any
danger of flooding from our dam could be practically
eliminated by the installation of a Tilting gate and a

18



J. Nadin/DP Battery Works 1898 - 1966

flood wall. As the Water Rights belong to the Duke of
Devonshire we tried to get him to bear the cost of this
equipment, but after prolonged negotiations my Board
agreed that we should foot the bill in return for certain
rights.

Since 1946 we have had two serious floods and
fortunately the equipment we installed worked
admirably and prevented any flooding of the works
premises.

The next important year was:

1955 1In January of that year our 128 year old large
water wheel more or less collapsed. We were very
proud of our old wheels, but damage was so great and
as repairs would have cost us at least £7,000 we decided
after very careful consideration to replace the wheels
with a water turbine at a cost of £15,000.

The water turbine was put into commission in April
1956 and has given excellent results for the past 11%
years. It is providing more than 20% of our total load at
about ONE QUARTER of the average cost of our other
three sources of supply.

Compared with the old wheels the figures are
interesting. The average yearly output from the wheels
was 300,000 k.w. whereas the turbine gives us an
average of 760,000 k.w.

1955 The cost per unit of running the old wheels was
1.09d over a period of 8 years, against the ﬁgure of 4d
for the turbine over the past 11 years.

19
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This means that the saving affected amounts to about
£2,500 per year, that is, a total saving of about £30,000
during the 11'% years the turbine has been in
commission.

Even after allowing for interest on capital expenditure
the turbine has, 1 think, just about paid for itself.

1966 1t was rather sad for some of us when D.P.
became dormant in 1966 after being in business for 78
years. However, the D.P. history book is now closed
and T sincerely hope that the Bakewell unit of E.P.S.
will continue to worthily maintain the D.P. tradition.

20
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IN SEARCH OF MEDIAEVAL
CHATSWORTH

Trevor Brighton

Chatsworth today is renowned world-wide as a great
treasure-house and as the 'Palace of the Peak’. To the
mediaeval historian Chatsworth is a mystery; it emerges
as a settlement in Domesday Book and vanishes as a
village by the Wars of the Roses. It is by no means
unique, in this regard, even in Derbyshire; the lost
village of nearby Nether Haddon is a similar case.
Chatsworth was never more than what we might call a
hamlet—a few cottages, with a manor house by the late
15th century, huddled on the east bank of the Derwent.
It was connected to Edensor on the opposite bank by a
ford and later by a bridge. Beside the bridge was a corn
mill which is mentioned as early as 1330. Backed by
high moors to the west, its most immediate link was
with Edensor to the east and also with Baslow to the
north and Beeley to the south. These three villages
possessed chapels and later churches but there is no
evidence of such a building in the hamlet of
Chatsworth.

Today the cottages, manor house, bridge and mill have
all gone. The site of the hamlet is unclear but it may
have been in the present gardens to the south of the 1st
Duke of Devonshire's baroque house. Such a location
would have lifted the settlement above the mediaeval
flood plan of the River Derwent.

21



Bakewell and District Historical Society Journal Volume 23

No archaeological evidence has yet been produced to
locate Chatsworth village; nor are we clear about the
reasons for its demise. Perhaps it suffered the
depopulation experienced by so many villages during
the Black Death after 1348 and, like _{(_)y_cL,Haddon, was
finally cleared and taken into the manorial park.
Certainly among the accounts for payment of lay
subsidies to the crown in 1448/49 Chatsworth and
Nether Haddon are among those listed as places

"devastated and laid waste",

From 1549, when Sir William Cavendish and his wife,
Bess of Hardwick, purchased the manor, little survived
apart from a house, garden and park created by the
Leche family and a bridge and mill which predated their
ownership. Thereafter, to the present, the history of
Chatsworth has been about the link with the Cavendish
family as traced in Francis Thompson's Chatsworth
(1949).

However knowledgeable Thompson was about the
post-Tudor history of Chatsworth, he knew little of its
mediacval history. The documents for the former
period were at Hardwick and Chatsworth, those for the
latter were chiefly in the libraries and muniments of
London.

In 1931 Thompson employed a research assistant, Miss
Lilian Redstone of 74, St. George's Road, London SW1.
She was paid a modest fee and given limited time by the
comptroller at Chatsworth. On 22nd September 1931
she wrote to Thompson: '

22
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"Enclosed is the report on the early history of
Chatsworth so far as | have been able to trace it,
with the notes on which my account in based. 1
have done my best within the limits to get a
straight-forward account of the history of the
place; but it has necessarily to be something of a
mosaic. | hope that it was not too complex to be
clear.

In the first instance 1 had hoped to examine all the
rolls T could find for the two honours of Peveril
and Tutbury, so as to ascertain the exact tenure of
Chatsworth and also to find, if possible, how it
was held before the time of the Leches. This, like
the typing of the manuscript, had to go to the
wall. I also decided to omit numerous
suggestions which came into my mind for solving
the different problems with which the account
bristles."”

Thompson used a little of this account which has laid
unnoticed for almost 65 years and, as far as [ know, has
never been published. Incomplete and bristling with
problems it may be, but it makes a contribution to
Chatsworth's history. The latter part, dealing with
Leche family, should be read in conjunction with more
modern work such as David Durant's Bess of Hardwick
(1977), Chapter 2 and my own Chatsworth's Sixteenth
Century Parks and Gardens in Garden History Vol.23
No. 1 (1995). I am indebted to the Duke of Devonshire
and the Trustees of the Chatsworth Settlement for
permitting its publication.
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EARLY HISTORY OF CHATSWORTH

Dependence upon one or other of the neighbouring
manors obscures the individual history of Chatsworth
until the fificenth century.

Before the Norman Conquest, it went with Edensore,
where Leofnoth (apparently a Saxon by origin) and
Chetel (seemingly a Norseman) held two carucates of
land for two 'manors’."’ Edensore was then worth 40s.
The same two co-parcenors had ten bovates of land in'a
(lost) township called 'Langeleie™ and at Chatsworth.
This holding of theirs was then valued at 20s, perhaps
counting as one-half of the Edensore holding, since
Edensore was only worth 20s. after the Conquest, when
Langeleie and Chatsworth had been separated from it.

At the Conquest, Leofnoth and Chetel were entirely
dispossessed of these lands. Edensore® was granted to
Henry de Ferrers, the greatest landholder in Derbyshire,
whose son became the first Earl of Derbyshire and
whose fief became the Honour of Tutbury.

Chatsworth, with Langeleie, on the other hand was
retained by King William, possibly as part of a
deliberate plan for rounding off his possessions in north
Derbyshire by a number of manors along the banks of
the Derwent.

(1) Domesday Book (V.C.H. Derbyshire i, 346).

* [ suggest that it may have been a long strip of meadow land on the
river bank in what is now Chatsworth. -

(2) Domesday Book (V.C.H. Derbyshire i, 333. 298).
24
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Chatsworth he put into the charge of William Peveril
who govemned it from his castle of Peveril, the head or
‘caput' of the honour of Peveril. Both the honours of
Tutbury and Peveril came at a later date to the Crown,
and were attached to the Duchy of Lancaster. As late as
1527, it was said® that the manor of Chatsworth was
held of the King in chief as of his honour of Tutbury,
parcel of the Duchy of Lancaster, by fealty and the rent
of one flower of roses. Tutbury and Peveril honours
may well have been confused by that date, and the exact
tenure of Chatsworth manor during the intervening
period has not yet been ascertained. It is, however,
certain that it lay within the Wapentake of the High
Peak, and accordingly the residents at Chatsworth
attended the courts held at Castleton to do suit at the
view of frankpledge there, and to answer for breaches
of the peace or for offences in baking and brewing
contrary to the assize.®”

The ploughed land at Langeleie and Chatsworth in 1086
was sufficient for a plough-team and a quarter (10 oxen)
to keep ploughed, and the actual residents were five
villeins and two bordars, men of a freer status. These
had two ploughs. In addition to arable land, there was
an acre of meadow. The rest was woodland a league
long and a league broad, with a little underwood. The
value of the whole had slightly decreased since 1066,
being 16s. instead of 20s.®

(3) Chancery Inquisition post mortem (ser. 2) 46 No.11.

(4) Hundred Rolls, extracted by Pym Yeatman, Feudal Derbyshire, jii,
341, 346, 356.

(5) V.CH. Derbyshire, i, 272 b.
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No one undertenant here is named in the Domesday
Survey; but a family, or families, called 'de Chatsworth'
had become landholders of importance there by the
thirteenth century. William, son of William de
Chatsworth, granted lands there to William de Vernon
at some time in the first half of the century.® These
lands had previously been held by Robert Seladon. In
1276, 300 acres of moor and pasture and 40 acres of
heath in Chatsworth were held of Richard de
Chatsworth by Ralph le Wyne, who had done fealty for
them eight years before, but had failed to do the service
of paying 20s. a year for them since.”

For feudal purposes, however, Chatsworth was blocked
with Litton and Beeley as one-eighth of a knight's fee.
Litton lying some distance to the West of the Derwent;
had been the land of William Peveril in 1086, and was
later held by a family taking their surname from the
place.”> Beeley, immediately south of Chatsworth and
on the same bank of the river, was blocked with
Chatsworth for other purposes also, for example in the
assessment of subsidies.”

(6) Charter at Belvoir Castle, cited in Derbyshire Arch.Journal XV, 193,
and tested by Sir Robert de Esseburn as Constable of the Pcak. He was
constable circa 12356 (V.C.H. Derbyshire i, 401).

(7} Assize Roll. 147 m.3, cited in Derbyshire Arch. Journal XVIII, 110;
cf. Calendar of Close Rolls 127279 p.353.

(8) V.C.H. Derbyshire i,-346.
(9) 1.Tilley, Old Halls of Derbyshire i, 263
(10) Lay Subsidy 51 No. 71. (1448—50)
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This eighth part of a fee was held jointly by two
persons, Thomas de Beeley and Richard Martel, who
were returned as the tenants in 1302 and again in
1346.MY At the earlier date they were assessed for the
payment of 55 as an aid for the marriage of the King's
daughter; at the later, for a like sum for the knighting of
the Black Prince. There seems no doubt but that
Richard Martel was identical with the bailiff of the
honour of Peveril who made a return as to suits due
from the honour in 1293.Y® His coparcenor obviously
belonged to a family which took their name from their
lands at Beeley, and may well have been descended
from one, Richard, who held Beeley of the honour of
Peverel in 1250, and from his antecedents, Warner and
Serle de Beeley, father and son, who held Beeley in the
time of Richard I'® So far, it is not clear what relation,
if any, existed between these earlier tenants of Beeley
" and the family styling themselves 'de Chatsworth'.

During the fourteenth century, there is evidence that
other neighbouring holdings also extended into
Chatsworth. In 1301 John son of Ralph de Calton
purchased from Hugh son of Henry de Northwode and
his wife Maud a messuage and ten acres of land in
Chatsworth, which were the right of Maud, and which
she and her husband sold for £10.09

(11) Feudal Aids, i, 250, 261
(12) Book of Fees, i, p.1320

{13) Survey of the Honour of Peverel in Derbyshire Arch. Journ. X1V,
52.

(14) Feet of Fines. Derbyshire 29 Edw [, 157
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This John de Calton may have been the "John de Calton
of Chattesworth" who in 1339 paid tithe in the parish of
Hope, while a Nicholas de Calton paid tithe on hay in
Chatsworth that same year."'” Rents in both Calton and
Chatsworth went with a moiety of Morton Parkehall
manor in 1373, when Alice the widow of Nicholas de
Longford was in possession by right of inheritance,'”

Her Chatsworth tenement seems to have been connected
with the family of Ingwardby, for in 1401 Sir Nicholas
de Longford (possibly her son) died seised of
threequarters of one-half of a bovate of land in
Chatsworth 'in the meadow of William de Ingwardby"
and worth 3s 4d the year, besides certain land in
Edensore.’” The Ingwardby's tenement in Chatsworth
went also with land in Parwich (Peverwych), and
consisted of two messuages, 50ac. arable land, 8ac.
meadow, 20agc. pasture, 30ac. moor and 11 marks
yearly rent in the two places, which had been settled
upon Nicholas de Ingwardby, his wife Isabella, and his
children (successively) in 1346.0

Another small tenement in Chatsworth and Parwich
with houses and land in Bakewell and elsewhere was
given by Godfrey Foljambe in 1344 for the upkeep of
a chantry

(15) Receipt Roll of Dean v Chapter of Lichfield; see Derbyshire Arch,
Soc. Journal xi, 147 - 149,

(16) Calendar of Close Rolls 1369 - 1374 p.509

(17) Chan. Inquisition post mortem 3 Hen. IV, 32; cf. the placename
'Calton’' in Edensore.

{18) Feel of Fines, Derby. 20 Edw. 111, 132.
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chaplain at the alter of the Holy Cross in Bakewell
church, where he was to celebrate for the brethren and
sisters of the Gild of the Holy Cross in Bakewell as well
as for Godfrey himself."”

There were thus still several small holdings in
Chatsworth in the fourteenth century, and the tithes paid
by the inhabitants to the Dean and Chapter of Lichfield
in 1339 give some idea of the parish as a whole.®”

There was a mill which paid 1s.8d. in tithe. Seven men
paid tithe on corn. These were William son of Raph del
Hawe, and Geoffrey del Hawe, Ralph son of Richard
and Henry son of Richard, William son of Marjorie,
Richard de Halumschire and Thomas son of Henry
Megesone. Two others, Nicholas de Calton and John de
Belers, had the meadowland, for they paid tithe on hay
only. Other residents, such as John de Calton of
Chatsworth who paid tithe in Hope, evidently tilled no
land of their own. Roger Diris of Chatsworth had lost
his wife Margaret that year, and had bought back from
the Dean the poor garment (?) (judenca) which had been
due as mortuary. Lotus Maundeville of Chatsworth had
likewise died, and so had Emma the wife of Richard de
Chattesworth, who was presumably mother of Ralph
and Henry son of Richard. Thereby the Dean and
Chapter were enriched to the amount of 25 by the sale
of her supertunic, also taken as mortuary.

(19) Calendar of Patent Rolls 1343 - 45, p.196.

(20) Receipt Roll of Peak jurisdiction of the Dean & Chapter of
Lichfield (Derbyshire Arch. Soc. Journal i, pp.146 IT.)
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It is hard to say whether any of these residents were
more than the successors of the two bordars and five
villeins who farmed the land at Chatsworth in 1086.
The most important were probably the sons of Richard
de Chatsworth and the two men taking their name from
the 'Haw', a hedged or fenced enclosure. It is not until
1441, that we have definite record of a 'manor’ of
Chatsworth. Ralph Leche then gave 100 marks for a
quitclaim of the manor of 'Chattesworth' from Thomas
Stokys the elder his wife Elizabeth and the heirs of
Elizabeth ¢ '

Elizabeth may have been widow of a former lord of the
manor, or she may have had some contingent, or feudal,
interest in it. It is said that Chatsworth Park was first
enclosed early in the 15th century.”? The Leche family
had been connected with the place for nearly a century
before Ralph Leche purchased the interest of Thomas
and Elizabeth Stokys, since in 1368 Ralph and Robert
Leche witnesed a charter relating to Chatsworth land
executed by the Martins of Baslow.”? They probably
then lived at Baslow, for an earlier charter (1357) was
attested by Ralf, Giles and Richard le Leche of Baslow
as well as by Geoffrey Leche.®®

The Ralph Leche, who held Chatsworth manor in 1441,
was presumably Ralph Leche of Wyllardesley, gentilman' who

(21) Feet of Fines, Derby. 19 Hen. VI, 32.
(22) Dr. Charles Cox in V.C.H. Derbyshire. i, 424.

(23) Charters of the Duke of Rutland cited by Pym Yeatman, Feudal
Derbyshire, 11 (3) 346.

(24) Tbid
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ten years before had a free tenement in Chatsworth,
Litton and Calton, assessed at 40s. the year.?” The
main manors of both Beeley and Litton were then in the
Rempston family of Bingham Co. Notts; and Ralph
Leche's only other tenement of importance was at
Tideswell, where he held side by side with Richard
Litton of Litton.

It seems quite probable that Ralph Leche who was of
Willardesley in 1431, sprang from the Baslow family of
that name. He seems to have purchased the rights of
Elizabeth Stokys at Chatsworth in 1441 in order to
establish himself near Baslow, and it may have been he
who enclosed the park, although so far no licence to
impark has been found. In any case, the family's former
home in Willardesley had disappeared by 1527 and its
site was then a mere 'toft' with an adjacent croft 'in the
fee of Matlock lying from Wenbroke to Derwent' with
two acres of assart reclaimed from the forest on the
banks of the Derwent.®® Philip Leche, the son of this
Ralph,®” was without doubt 'of Chatsworth' rather than
of 'Willardesley'.®¥

A good deal of confusion has arisen from attempts to
identify this Philip Leche with a knight of the name,
whose heiresses were his sisters Anne wife of John de

(25) Feudal Aids i, 281.

(26} Chan. Inquisition postmortem (ser.2). X & VI, I1.
(27) Ibid. ‘

(28) Cal. Patent Rolls 1485—94 p.363,
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Legh, Cecily wife of Sir Edward Foljambe, 1sabel wife
of Sampson Meverell, and Dionise wife of Humphrey
Acworth.?” This knight of the name died before 1421
and was the son of one Roger Leche.®? Philip Leche of
Chatsworth, the son of.the Ralph who was in possession
in 1431 and 1441, was still styled 'esquire’ in 14926V
He had succeeded his father before 1472, and perhaps
earlier, ®® and he and his son George Leche, in 1488
and 1504 respectively, apparently asserted a right to that
part of the present park which lies within Baslow parish.
Thus in 1488 Philip Leche entered Baslow moor
between Dawkynwaste and Reddebonk with his
servants, drove away certain sheep and heifers to
Chatsworth and impounded them there; while in 1504
George Leche 'diminished' the moor 'called Basselow
Moor and now called Chatsworth Moor', being part of
Baslow Moor. Whereupon they were presented and
amerced in the courts held at Baslow. ¥

In 1500, Philip Leche settled upon his son George, then
married to Anne daughter of Thomas Babington, the
manors of Chatsworth and Cromford with houses and
land at Calton, Edensore, Wardlow, Wheston,

(29) Early Chancery Proceedings bundle 6 No.180. PRO
(30) Sheriffs Accls, E199/35/5. PRO.
(31) Cal. Patent Rolls, 1485 - 1494 p.363.

(32) View of frankpledge at Castleton, see Yeatman, op.cit. iii (5) 366;
cf, the 'meres' of the Nestalles' held by Philip Leche and others in 10
Edw. IV (Duc. of Lanc. Rental 1/25 a).

(33) Views of frankpledge for Baslow (Derbyshire Arch. Soc. Journal
XX I11, 33, 38).
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Tideswell, Bakewell, Chesterfield, Dore and Beeley and
the manor of Totley (Totenley), being his entire
inheritance from his father Ralph.®? Totenley manor
subsequently became the property of Ralph a younger
brother to George Leche, and in 1526 Roger, the son
and heir of George Leche, received the watermill at
Chatsworth as a portion for his wife Anne daughter of
Robert Haselrygg.®” Roger Leche died on 23rd April,
1527, leaving as the heir to all the estate save Totenley
an infant son Francis, who was then less than six
months of age, having been born in the previous
December. @9

During the minority of this Francis Leche, his guardian
or trustee was one Ralph Leche, esquire who was in the
service of the Earl of Shrewsbury,®” and seems to have
been the Earl's confidential agent with the King's
‘Secretary, Thomas Cromwell.®® This Ralph may well
have been the great-uncle to Francis Leeche, and he
appears to have had some influence in Derbyshire,
where in 1535 he was one of the commissioners
appointed to inquire as to the tenths of the spiritualities

(34) Indenture between Philip Leche and Thomas Babingion of Dethick,
19 July 15 Hen. VII, recited in Chan. Ing. p. m. loc. cit.

(35) Deed of March 17 Tlen, VIII reciled loc. cit.
(36) Chan, Inq. p. m. (ser. 2) xlvi, II

(37) He bought horses for Shrewsbury and acted as trusice for his lands
Letters and Papers Hen. VIII vi, 1673; XII (2), 186 (40)

(38) There are several letters from Shrewsbury thanking him for
kindneses to his ‘servant’ Ralph Leche who was with Cromwell. (Letters
& Papers Hen. VIII, vi, 819, 1266, vii, 427),
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in that county, when they were transferred from the
Pope to the King.®”

In 1537, he complained of entries made upon his land in
Derbyshire and Staffordshire by Sir Henry Sacheverell,
telling Cromwell that only dread of the King's pleasure
and of his own had made him submit.“” The trouble
may have arisen from a claim which he had jointly with
Richard Cromwell, to the parsonage of Chesterfield,"”
for in 1534 one of the Secretary's scrvants, John
Brabazon, had written from Chatsworth to Ralph Leche,
as to the difficulties in making good a claim to certain
tithes. »

Ralph Leche had apparently broken his connexion with
Chatsworth by 1542, when he was styled ‘formerly' of
that place.“? The heir, Francis of Chatsworth, in 1547,
when still within 21 years of age,“Y sold both his
manors of Chatsworth and Cromford and many of his
lands elsewhere to Thomas Agard of Beckley in
Treland.“*”

(39) Letters & Papers Hen. VIII, vi, 1266, 149 (48).
(40) Letters & Papers Hen. VIII, xii (2) 568.

(41) Ibid. vi, 923 (xliv); vi, 1006, 1089.

(42) Ibid. vii, 1267.

(43) Holmesfield Court Rolls; see Derbyshire Arch. Soc. Journal XX,
82.

(44) According to the inquisition on his father, he was ‘born in
December, 1526; this sale was effecteed by an indenture of 10 May
1547, and the Final Concord in the succeeding Michaelman term.

(45) Exemplification of the Fine and Recovery, Close R. 14 Eliz. pt. 6;
indenture of 10 May 1547, recited in Close R. 3 Edw. VI, pt.3 No.37.
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Agard died within a year or two of the purchase, and on
31 December, 1549 his son and heir Francis Agard sold
Chatsworth, with all the other lands purchased from
Leche by his father to Sir William Cavendish Kat., then
Treasurer of the King's Chamber, and Dame Elizabeth
his wife,“® who are said to have begun building there in
1553.

The purchase money paid by Sir William Cavendish for
all the manors and lands which had passed to the
Agards from the Leches was £600. There were still
certain annuities due to the mother, great-aunt, and
wife, of Francis Leche” but the sale of Chatsworth to
Cavendish was definitely with occupation. Thomas
Agard had settled a life annuity of £13 65 84 upon
Francis Leche, presumably at the time of his purchase;
but Francis Agard remained responsible for this.

Some question as to the title in these manors and lands
seems to have arisen in 1572, when an exemplification
was made of the fine and recovery whereby Francis
Leche had sold to Thomas Agard.“®

None of these evidences makes any specific reference to
a park at Chatsworth, but the extents given are very
formal in character.

Lilian J. Redstone
21.9.31

(46) Close R. 3 Edw. VI, pt. 3, No, 37. .
(47) See the skelch pedigree attached.
{48) Close R. 14 Eliz. pt. 6.
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THE FOUNDATION AND THE
ACTIVITIES OF THE EARLY YEARS
OF THE BAKEWELL & DISTRICT
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Paivio Knighton

Much has been written about the fight to save the
Cunningham Place property, now known as The Old
House Museum, principally by Mr. Marchant Brooks
and Mr. Goldstone. After a demolition order was
rescinded there arose the serious question of what to do
with the house. Mr. Bradbury, builder, would have
liked to have restored it as a private residence. The
highly successful exhibition of local documents, prints,
handcrafts etc. in 1951, organised by the Business and
Professional Women, Bakewell Branch, in the Town
Hall suggested that a Museum would be a viable
proposition.

The owner of the property (Mr. Harrison), who lived in
Sheffield, had indicated that if a Historical Society was
formed to take the property over he would make a deed
of gift of the house to such a Society. With this in mind
Mr. Marchant Brooks convened a meeting, on 22nd
October 1954, of interested people which was held at
Riversdale, Castle Street, the home of Mr. & Mrs.
George Butler. Ten people were present and four other
persons had expressed their interest and sent their
apologies. The Society was founded and its aims
declared — to restore and care for the Old House and to
interest members in local history by having lectures in
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the winter and outings in the summer. Who were these
founder members? They were friends and business
associates of Mr. Marchant Brooks, those who attended
the first gathering becoming Committee (Council)
members. .

Mr. John Marchant Brooks (Chairman} was an
auctioneer and estate agent and son of an Eyam doctor.
At his own admission he came to be interested in
anything old in connection with the Old House, but had
never taken any interest in antiquity or history until the
Old House captured his imagination. For that and the
Historical Society his enthusiasm was boundless. His
wife Alice supported him; the 1951 exhibition had been
her brain child but on a smaller scale than it turned out
to be.

Mr. George Butler, an old friend of the Marchant
* Brook's, a Sheffield merchant's son and an artist of
national renown, made some delightful early drawings
and water colours of the Old House; he became one of
the Trustees of the Old House as well as Treasurer.

Mr. Maurice Goldstone had come from Sheffield
fairly recently, had restored Thompson's Chemist shop,
established in the cighteenth century, and discovered a
very early cottage at the back of the property and made
a very altractive antique shop in the old chemist's shop.
He was considered an expert in old oak in the North of
England, and became another Trustee.

Mr. Charles Bradbury was a builder with great local
knowledge; his mother had actually lived in one of the
Cunningham Place cottages and he was very proud of
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his family connection with the eighteenth/nineteenth
century antiguarian White Watson.

Mr. Reginald Broomhead was a member of an old
Bakewell family whose plumbing and glazing firm had
taken part in the restoration of Haddon Hall. His family
was musical too; his father had made violins as a hobby.
Reginald had installed a great organ in his house and
was also a church organist.

Mrs. R.M. Hughes was a daughter of a former County
Surveyor; she lived in Llandudno and had had a hand in
forming a Historical Society there.

Mrs. Rebecca Needham (formerly Mrs. White) had
been in business in Sheffield and had acquired the
Bakewell Old Pudding Shop from the Wilsons. She had
married Ben Needham electrician and garage owner in
Bakewell. Early meetings of the Society were held
upstairs in the Pudding Shop and one of her shop
windows was for a long time displayed various items
from our collections, such as the 'snake' (musical
serpent) and the rush light holders.

Mrs. Lucy Wertheim, wife of the Dutch Consul in
Manchester, had moved to Ashford and made the old
tithe barn there into an art galiery. She supplied the
society with its first official notepaper.

Mrs. Dorothea Hillyard was the wife of the
Headmaster of St. Anselm's and at this time looked after
and researched the parish church archives.
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Mr. N.D. Willis the Society's first Secretary, was a
retired insurance official.

Mr. Robert Thornhill, director of the.D.P. Battery
Company in Bakewell, lived in Great Longstone where
his home was a veritable museum. He was one of the
first of the second generation of local historians writing
and publishing his researches about the Longstones,
turnpike roads and Ashford marble. For the 1951
Exhibition he had an extensive display of this collection
on show.

Mr. Richard Allcock, local school master, was also a
keen local historian and ready to give help to whoever
went to him. He was active in the scout movement and
a veteran of the old 'B' squadron of the Derbyshire
Yeomanry in the First World War.

Mr. F. J. Morgan (the Mayor) was a retired electrical
engineer who had been employed by the London
_ Electric Railway and later the L..P.T.B.

The second Committee meeting took place on 19th
November, again at Riversdale, where it was agreed
subscriptions be 10/6d, the year to commence on 1st
January 1955. Also that 'Council' be substituted for the
word 'Committee’. Mr. Edward Walker of Eyam (who
brought the good wishes of the Sheffield Trades
Historical Society and over the years gave a miscellany
of items to the Museum) was elected a member at this
meeting.

Finally, the third Council meeting was held at The
Pudding Shop on 17th December prior to the first

40



P. Knighton/The Historical Society's Early Years

Public or General Meeting attended by some 23 people.
At this Council Meeting both Mr. H. C. Brooke Taylor,
Solicitor, and Mr. Arnold Lowcock,
Architect/Surveyor, who had volunteered their services,
becarne Hon. Solicitor and Hon. Architect to the
Society. Lord John Manners was invited to become
President and indeed presided at the occasional
meetings. Funds grew slowly with 34 members by the
third quarter of 1955 with just £34 7s Od in the Society's
coffers. Some Council members made loans from £10
to £50 each to the Society, which in most cases were
eventually waived, for essential repairs in 1956. But a
remarkable source of income came from the monthly
coffee mornings in members' houses and a great Jumble
Sale in the now vanished Primitive Methodist Bourne
Hall in Water Street, subsequently the Dairy but now
Smith's Paper Shop. Apart from gorgeous evening
dresses etc. there were many expensive items given and
sold beforehand to members for more than their real
value. '

As a result of Mr. Marchant Brook's career as an estate
agent, he had access to many manor houses and halls in
the local and wider district and now these became our
most interesting places to visit until eventually
membership grew too big. To Cartledge Hall we made
more than one visit and witnessed the progress of its
remarkable restoration.

As for myself, I joined the Society at the first public
meeting in December 1954, a generation younger than
‘most of the founders! 1 had come from Finland, a
graduate of the Helsinki University where 1 had studied
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History of Art and Architecture as well as Archaeology.
So the founding of the Society was very appealing to
me. | had been the President of the Business and
Professional Women's Club at the time of the Festival
of Britain Exhibitién in 1951, which was organised by
Mrs. Heath, Mrs. Sexton and Mrs. Marchant Brooks.

1 am proud of having played a part in the beginnings of
the Society, later as its Chairman and later still as its
President. I must say that the development and success
of the Society and the Museum would astonish its
founders.
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SIR STEPHEN GLYNNE'S NOTES ON
BAKEWELL CHURCH & HADDON HALL

Transcriptions arranged by John Pierrepont

The following extracts, published here by courtesy
of Sir William Gladstone, Bart., of Hawarden
Castle, Clwyd, are transcribed and introduced by
V and A Hopkinson of Killamarsh. The originals
are held in St. Deiniol’s Library, Hawarden, but
are accessed through Ciwyd Record Office. The
extracts are edited by Trevor Brighton.

SIR STEPHEN GLYNNE'S CHURCH NOTES

Sir Stephen Glynne of Hawarden Castle Flint, 9th and
last Baronet, brother-in-law of W.E. Gladstone, is
remembered now as the writer of notes on more than
5,500 churches in Britain, What makes his notes so
valuable to us today is that they describe churches as
they were before the so-called 'improvements' of the
later Victorian Age removed, altered or extended so
many of their interior and exterior features.

Born on 22nd September 1807, he succeeded to the title
on the death of his father in 1815. After a public school
education at Fton, he read Classics at Oxford, but his
over-riding passion, which developed from his early
teens, was for church architecture and music. Being
financially extremely well provided for, he was able to
indulge these interests. Having no understanding of
estate management, however, he was to find himself in
serious financial difficulties particularly in the late
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1840s. ' He represented Flint Borough in Parliament
from 1832—37 and the County of Flint from 1837—47.

W.E. Gladstone married Catherine, the elder of Sir
Stephen's sisters, apd through her, since Sir Stephen
never married, the estates came into the Gladstone
family which holds them to this day. Gladstone indeed
took over the management of Sir.Stephen's financial
affairs since he was clearly incapable in that respect.

Sir Stephen had a remarkable memory, both factual and
visual, and was'a painstaking and industrious antiquary.
For around fifty years he travelled the country visiting
not only churches in all the English counties except
Kent, but in Wales, the Channel Islands and a few in
Scotland, Treland and the Isle of Man. Very little
though seems to have been written or to have survived
to throw light on his itinerary.

He collapsed and died suddenly on 17th June, 1874, at
Shoreditch, after visiting churches in Essex. His in-
valuable record of over 5,500 churches may well
contain the only reference to some churches and for
others afford a valuable insight into the appearance of
the church during the critical middle fifty years of the
last century.

His first visit to Bakewell Church was as early 1823
when he was barely eighteen. His notes on that visit
were preceded by the following diary-style notes.

Sept. 8 Left Hawarden for Wynnstay, passed thro'
Whitchurch, Namptwich, ‘Sandbach, Congleton and
Buxton. Arrived at Bakewell by 9 o'clock. At
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Sandbach there are some curious ancient crosses in the
Market Place in very fine preservation and richly
wrought with figures of saints etc. One is a
representation of the Crucifixion. For a view of them
see Ormerod's Cheshire. The road from Congleton to
Buxton is very striking, in some parts very grand
sometimes dreary beyond all 1mag1nat10n Buxton is a
small assemblage of splendid buildings in the midst of a
desert. The road from thence to Bakewell is highly
romantic and beautiful.!

Bakewell is a small town situated most delightfully in a
wooded vale through which flows the river Wye. The
situation is extremely rural and delightful and highly
desirable for a residence, There is a very fine pure
spring of a chalybeate nature but not strong. The
Rutland Arms Inn is a most excellent place for lodging
being very large, well-fitted up and in every way
comfortable.

BAKEWELL (1825)

Bakewell church stands on an eminence above the town
and forms a very fine object on approaching the town.
It is a spacious and handsome structure in the form of a
cross® with an octagonal tower in the centre. The tower
was lately crowned with a lofty spire which was taken
down from the fear that its weight might hasten the
downfall of the tower, the pillars having begun to give
way and consequently they have been secured by beams
and woodwork thrown across the arches which support
the tower within.> This church contains much that is
handsome ‘and curious and appears to have undergone
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various alterations at different periods. The West end of
the nave is of Norman origin but has a Perpendicular
window inserted - there are vestiges of a range of
intersecting Norman arches with shafts and zigzag
mouldings, but they are built up and become somewhat
indistinct. There is a very good Norman doorway with
an outward moulding of the toothed ornament and two
other bands of moulding, one adorned with various
grotesque figures of animals, the other with heads of
‘beasts and birds with tongues spread over the round.
This fine doorway is now unfortunately filled up with a
most vile modern window.* At the Western extremity
of the South aisle is a narrow lancet window.” At that
of the North aisle is an Early English window. The
South aisle has windows of the same form and a
beautiful Perpendicular porch within which is a rich
Early English doorway with deep mouldings, the
toothed ornament and shafts with rounded capitals. The
North aisle has windows of the same description and a
good Early English doorway with shafts and the toothed
ornament. The clerestory of the nave has squarc
windows of Perpendicular form. On the outside of it on
the South side are the Vernon arms carved in the stone,
when it seems probable that it was added by some of
that family.® Above it is an embattled parapet. The
nave is divided from the side aisles by four plain and
rude semi-circular arches without architrave mouldings
or any ornament whatever. The piers are square and
entirely plain. The last Eastern arch on either side is of a
different form, being pointed but very low and plain and
springing from brackets with rounded mouldings. On
the South side above the main arches are two small
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semi-circular arches or windows with sloped sides and
opening into the South aisle.” The side aisles com-
municate with the Transepts by openings which are in
form half a semi-circular arch and are somewhat
singular in appearance.® The tower is octagonal, having
some decorated windows. It is strengthened by some
abutments .above the roof of the church which do not
add to the elegance or lightness of its appearance.” It is
supported upon bold and lofty Early English arches
having piers formed of shafts with rounded capitals.
The Southern arch is now filled with woodwork in
order to secure the piers which were supposed to be in
an unsafe state. The spire was octagonal and lofty - its
removal is a material injury to the external appearance
of the church. The transepts are of very dissimilar form
and extent. The Northern transept does not extend
beyond the body of the church. It has a large window
of early Decorated work and on the East side a
clerestory with a large Perpendicular window. Above
the Northern window is a circular one which appears to
be modern. The South transept is of a much greater.
extent though it seems to have been much altered from
its original plan. The windows on the West side are
Early English and of lancet form. Above them is an
elegant band of oraments containing foliage and
flowers. The original height of this transept may be
distinctly seen to have only reached as far as the
ornamental band on the West side. And it is easily
perceived that the South end had originally a pointed
gable but now a high Perpendicular battlement is raised
considerably above all this, and gives an awkward effect
to the whole from being higher than the original Early
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English turrets and pinnacles which flank the South end
and must formerly have given an elegant effect to it.
The Western turret and pinnacle are plain but good
Early English and spring from the corner buttresses of
the South and West sides. At the base of the turret
where it joins the buttresses is an elegant corbel. The
South end of the transept has a very fine Early
Decorated window and below it a rich doorway of the
same period with deep architrave mouldings and the
toothed ornament. Tt is divided into two arches by a
central pier with a fine pierced circle between the heads
of the arches. This transept has an Eastern aisle or
chapel of beautiful Decorated work which is the burial
chapel of the Vernons of Haddon by whom it was
probably erected. It has three very rich Decorated
windows with architrave mouldings and shafts with
rounded capitals. It is divided from the transept by
three fine pointed arches with deep architrave
mouldings and supported on light piers of lozenge form
composed of elegant clustered shafts with rounded
capitals. Some of the shafts are banded and are very
slender. In this chapel are some gorgeous Italian
monuments of the age of Elizabeth to some of the
Vernons and Manners family.”® Under an arch is a
recumbent figure in alabaster of a knight in chain
armour. The chancel is entirely of Early English work,
it has on the North and South sides three windows of
the form before mentioned with the internal arch
supported on shafts filleted and with rounded capitals.
The chancel windows have stilted arches. At the East
end are two long windows with a single mullion. The
chancel has a string course externally and plain
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buttresses with triangular heads and a finial. There is a
small Early English doorway on the South side. On the
South side of the altar are three sedilia of Early English
work resting upon round shafts with round mounded
capitals and a double piscina is partly filled with tracery
of Early Decorated character. Beneath there is a string
course. ' There is also a waste drain. There is some
tolerable stall work in the chancel and in the middle of
the pavement is a small altar-tomb of alabaster, on it are
represented  figures under ogee canopies. The
mnscription has lately been carefully restored and runs
thus - (blank left but inscription not added)." The nave
and transepts of the church are filled with pews and
galleries which much injure its appearance. The font is
at the West end of the North aisle and is octagonal
omamented with figures of saints beneath crocketed
canopies.”” At the West end of the nave is a gallery
with a good organ. The tower contains a clock and a
very fine peal of bells. In the churchyard is a beautiful
ancient cross in excellent preservation, ornamented with
the twisted rope and various figures. The font is of .
Decorated character with very bold figures of saints and
the canopies crocketed.

The situation of Bakewell Church is remarkably
beautiful on steep ground above the town and
commanding a lovely view.

1864

The church of Bakewell was much repaired many years
ago when the central steeple and the transepts were
rebuilt, the nave and chancel remaining substantially in
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their original condition. The octagonal tower with its
lofty spire has been faithfully reproduced and the
curious arrangement of the transepts retained.” The
remarkable disproportion of the two transepts causes a
puzzling irregularity of appearance externally. The
South transept has an Eastern aisle and is equal in
length to the chancel while the North transept scarcely
extends in width beyond the nave. The transepts and
steeple were quite reconstructed about 1842 and the
stone looks too new.

1868

The restoration and improvement of the church was in
progress several years from 1840. The nave and
transepts have been filled with uniform new seats but
with doors and a large new organ erected in the North
transept. It is to be regretted that the ancient arcades of
the nave have been removed and replaced with some of
a lighter kind, though certainly the arrangement is thus
far from more convenient.” One of the original plain
Norman arches is retained at the West end on either side
but the rest of the arcades have pointed arches with
circular columns of light proportions and with octagonal
capitals. Two Norman plain arches as of doorways are
seen internally in the West wall at the end of each aisle.
The South porch is full of fragments of ancient
sculptured gravestones. The South doorway has Early
English mouldings much worn. In the South aisle of
the nave against the East wall (doubtful if in situ) is a
curious mural monument to Galfridus Foljambe and
(blank) his wife with an inscription and the two figures
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merely busts under corbelled canopies enriched with
flowered mouldings, temp. Edw. III In the same tablet
below the inscription are two aumbrys. '

'The new tower and spire are supposed to be of the same
proportions as the original steeple.”” The chancel is
untouched, its buttresses have pedimental heads." The
South transept has been rebuilt and the original features
not retained. The last aisle of the South transept is
spacious and divided from the transept by three very
fine pointed arches on clustered piers of advanced Early
English character, some of the shafts being banded.
This aisle is screened off by ancient wood screens and is
full of sepulchral remains and fine monuments to the
Vernon and Manners family.”” Its windows have
flowing Decorated tracery of three lights.

(Addition to account of 1825 ifisit)

HADDON HALL AND CHAPEL

We went after morning church to examine the curious
mansion called Haddon House about two miles distant
which is kept up in a state of complete repair although
neither furnished nor inhabited. It is a very extensive
pile of buildings, having two courts, the principal of
which is entered by a handsome embattled gateway with
a turret. The age of the greater part of the building is
about Henry VIII with some later portions and others
said to be earlier. On the south side of the Great Court
is the chapel in which there are some very early parts.
It much resembles a small parish church and consists of
a nave with a North and South aisle and a chancel. The
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arches which divide the nave from the aisles are
pointed, the piers on the North side are octagonal and
purely Early English. On the South they are cylindrical
and have Norman capitals. Above them is a
Perpendicular clerestory. The West window is curious
and it is difficult to assign a period to it - it somewhat
resembles the windows of Wressle Castle but is most
probably a transition from Early English to Decorated.
In the South aisle are some Early English lancet
windows. The chancel has Perpendicular windows, the
eastern one is of five lights and beautiful tracery. There
is a black-letter inscription which may be put together
from scraps of painted glass in the chancel windows,
bearing the date 1427. There is much painted glass in
the chancel windows, but mutilated. The pews have the
appearance of having been formerly gilt and painted.
The font is semi-circular and plain and Norman.

The Great Hall has Decorated windows and handsome
Perpendicular panelled wainscoting. The Vernons'
drawing room is also wainscoted and has a long window
with square head and eight plain lights. Over the grate
is an inscription in Lombard letters cut in wood:
"Dreade God and honor the Kyng”. The rooms are very
numerous and have, many of them, some extremely fine
old tapestry. There are also pictures in several rooms.
In some portions of the building are some square
windows with very elegant Decorated tracery; in
several of the apartments are some elegant oriel
windows. On the South side of the second court is a
very fine long gallery, 38 yards in length. This bears
the date 1585, has the large square-headed windows of
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that period with a fine bow window about the centre.”
The panelling about this gallery is ornamented in the
Italian style® In another bedroom is a very
magnificent crimson velvet state bed worked by one of
the ladies of the Manners family. There is a tower on
the N.E. side of this court which seems in its base to be
of the age of John, but the top appears later. This
ancient mansion is particularly interesting from being
the only one in England of that period which is perfect
and kept up in repair. The situation is very fine in a
valley close under a finely wooded hill. There are good
views of it in Lysons Magna Britannia, Derbyshire.”

NOTES

1. The use of the word romantic is interesting in this
context. Glynne was writing in 1825 as the Romantic
Movement was approaching its climax in England. One
of the earliest uses of the word in the English language -
and certainly its earliest use in the literature of the Peak
- also concerned Bakewell. It appears 100 years earlier
than Glynne's diary in the travel writing of the famous
antiquary, William Stukeley ({tinerarium Curiosum, -
London 1724. Vol.Il Iter Boreale (a northern journey)
1725 p. 26). '

This town (i.e. Bakewell) stands in a flat valley,
where the river passes in meanders; and the
prospect every way is romantic.

2. The church is not really cruciform; its northern
"transept" barely protrudes beyond the north aisle of the
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nave and in no way is symmetrical with the south
transept. Glynne noted this disparity in his 1868 visit.

3. A hundred years earlier Stukeley (op. cit.) had
remarked that "the church is a large, handsome
building, but in very bad repair ... the south transept (is)
in a ruinous condition".

From as early as 1515 and through the 17th century
repairs and repointing are mentioned and before
Glynne's arrival the belfry was so decayed that the bells
could no longer be rung. In 1817 the architect William
Wilkinson had reported that "the awkward unsightly
and clumsy-looking wooden apparatus that is fixed in
the fine Gothic Arch leading into the New Work part of
the church, appears to be of no use whatsoever as it is
quite loose from top to bottom".

By 1824, the architect Francis Goodwin advocated the
removal of the tower, octagon and spire. In 1825, just
before Glynne's visit, the spire was removed. (See J.T.
Brighton, 'The Architects’ Debate' Journal of the
B.D.H.S. 1V, 1979),

4. Glynne's writing is confused here. The Norman door
had been earthed up to its capitals. The 'vile window' is
probably a reference to glass in the Perpendicular
window mentioned 8 lines earlier. The window now in
the west above the door is in the geometric style with
~glass by Clayton and Bell. Both the tracery and the
glass were inserted shortly after the restoration of the
nave in 1860.
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5. The narrow lancet has vanished and was perhaps
blocked after 1850.

6. In fact the arms of Vernon are beside those of Pype.
They refer to Sir William Vernon who, in 14335, married
Margaret Swinfen, a widow, who was daughter and
heiress ‘of Sir Robert Pype of Spernore. This gives us a
date for the embattlement of the church roofs.

7. All this Norman work, with the exception of the
westernmost bay on each side of the nave, was removed
by Weightman and Hadfield of Sheffield in their
gothicisation of the nave in 1850. The south side, as
described here by Glynne, is shown in Weightman &
Hadfield's sections and details, plan No. 3, now in the
County Record Office. See J.T. Brghton,
'Architectural Drawings for the Restoration of All
Saints Church, Bakewell', Journal of the B.D.HS., 1V,
1977 p.39.

8. A water colour painting in -the parish church
illustrates this curiosity. The painting is a copy of a
water-colour by John Louis Petit (1801—68).

9. He is referring to the broaches or sloping half
pyramids at the base of the four oblique faces of the
octagonal tower. These effected the transition from the
square tower to the octagon. The octagon was taken
down soon after Glynne's visit.

10. The monuments are, of course, all of English
mamufacturer. He uses the word Italian here to denote a
renaissance style (The Wendesley monument (1403)
and that of John Vernon (1477) are gothic).
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11. White Watson re-cut and black-lettered the
inscription.

12. The font is in fact hexagonal. The six figures
around the font are not all saints. They are Christ in
Majesty, the crowned Virgin holding a lily, St. Peter
holding keys, St. Paul holding a sword, a bishop and a
priest.

13. Since Glynne's last visit the architect William
Flockton of Sheffield had rebuilt the tower, octagon and
spire of the church together with both transepts.

14. TFlockton's plans were drawn in 1840 and the work
was completed by 1852.

15. The word "from" is out of place here. Glynne
meant that the new arrangement was more convenient
for the congregation.

16. The inscription is by Thomas Blore (1764 - 1818),
antiquary and solicitor at Derby and later at Hopton. He
was a friend of White Watson.

17. In fact they are, together, about 16 feet shorter. -

18. The chancel was eventually restored (1879 - 82) by
George Gilbert Scott, the younger.

19. These had been rearranged by Flockton. See I.T.
Brighton "The Newark of Bakewell Church and its
Chapels', Journal of the BDHS, V. 1978.

20. The date in the stained glass is 1589 not 1585. The
central bay window is square not bowed.
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21. See note 10 above regarding the use of the word
"Ttalian".

22. The plate Haddon Hall was engraved by S.
Middiman (May 15, 1817) from a drawing by Joseph
Farrington, R. A. Farrington drew 32 Derbyshire scenes
for part: VI of Britannia Depicta (London 1818) as an
accompaniment to Magna Britannia V (Derbyshire) by
D. and S.L. Lysons (London 1817). Bakewell Church
drawn and engraved by Thomas Hearne FSA (May 8,
1817) was also included. Hearne's original drawing is
in Buxton Art Gallery.
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BAKEWELL TOWN HALL
E. R. Meecke

If you asked anybody in Bakewell to direct you to the
'Old Town Hall' they would send you to Sinclair's shop
in King Street and it is very possible that you would
have been misdirected and you should have been sent to
the Market Hall.

A town hall is a building in which the administrative
business of a town is conducted. Bakewell is a very old
town and existed in Saxon times. Then the older
inhabitants would meet to deal with the affairs of their
community in the open.

When William conquered England he became the owner
by conquest of the whole country. He apportioned out
much of the land to his followers on knight's tenancies.
Every inhabited place became part of a manor with the
owner as the Lord. Each lord was responsible for the
government of the manor and established Manorial
Courts of the Court Leet and Court Baron. All {ree men
of the manor had to attend the courts which were
presided over by the Lord's steward. Even in White
Watson's day he attended the annual court in Bakewell
and paid a fee of one penny. Many inhabitants of a
manor would be serfs and tied to the land and so were
not members of the manorial court. It would be
necessary to have a Court House to hold the Courts and
keep the Court Rolls. In those days it would be of
wooden structure.
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The manorial courts dealt with the transfer of tenancies
of land which transfers were recorded in the Rolls of the
Manor. This was called copyhold tenure which became
rare but was not abolished until 1926. Unlike
Holmesfield the copyholds were transformed into
freehold in 1820 on the common's enclosure.

The Courts also had criminal jurisdiction, were even
able to impose the death penalty and the Bakewell Lord
claimed the right to maintain a gallows. They looked
after roads, the sanitary conditions, consumer matters
and even employment. They imposed fines for
breaches of their regulations. Disputes between the
inhabitants were also adjudicated upon. Only Church
affairs were outside their remit.

As time went on the system had become inefficient and
royally appointed Justices of the Peace and other Crown
officials began to take over some of the duties. By the
time of the Tudors the Justices of the Peace had
acquired a very wide jurisdiction. They were unpaid
gentry appointed by the Crown for each county.

Four times a year the whole bench sat in Quarter
Sessions dealing with the major crimes, settling a
County rate which paid for the maintenance of main
roads and bridges, gaols, houses of correction and many
other matters. Two magistrates also sat more often in
various centres to deal with lesser crimes and local
administrative matters. They certainly sat in Bakewell,
presumably in the Town Hall, as did the Quarter
Sessions until the Bakewell Riot.
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Other local affairs were settled by the Parish Vestry. As
all citizens were in law members of the Church of
England and Jews, Catholics and Non Conformists were
deemed unfit to deal with government matters it was
reasonable for the incumbent of the parish to be the
chairman and all communicant ratepayers to be
members of the vestry which met in the church. In the
Derbyshire Record Office are notices of the meetings in
the Vestry Room of the parish church. This body
functioned in Bakewell until the 1860s very efficiently.
It had to levy a parish rate to provide for the town's
share of the county rate, the church expenses and those
of the Overseers of the Poor. The local Highway
Surveyor and the Parish Constable were nominated by
the vestry and appointed by the Justices who had a duty
to ensure that the vestry did its work properly.

How then did the 'Old Town Hall' become so known?
This probably arises from the creation of St. John's
Hospital by the Manners family. In 1597 the Countess
of Shrewsbury obtained a Royal Patent to enable her to
establish a charity whose object was to create alms
houses in Derby and Bakewell. The Derby one was
built but not that at Bakewell, The intention had been
to create an alms house at Bakewell for the foundation
of John Manners and the endowment was to include the
mansion house in Bakewell where the warden and three
poor men then lived. The warden and three brethren are
named in the Patent so the charity must have been in
being at that date.

Where was this mansion house? In around 1215 the
Vernons endowed a Chantry of Our Lady in Bakewell
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Church. This was one of the two Chantries in the
church the other being created later and which owned
Chantry House. Around 1540 chantries were abolished.
In the enquiry then taken the deputy chantry priest of
Our Lady's chantry reported that the chantry had no
mansion but that he had a chamber in one of the
properties of the endowment. This is considered to have
been at the corner of Church Alley and South Church
Street.  When the chantries were dissolved the
endowments reverted to the settlers descendants who
would then be the Manners family as the descendants of
the Vernons. The deputy priest would have been
allowed to stay on in the chamber and have a pension
from the endowment but by 1597 he would have died
and the building would be available for the Manners
family. Probably it was used as a mansion for their
charity for poor men,

In 1602 John Manners executed a deed in which he
mentioned his newly erected Town Hall under which
the four poor men were to be housed as the Charity of
St. John's Hospital. In 1605 there was a further
endowment enabling the poor men to be increased to six
and a dining hall was provided for their governor and
the poor men.

However the 'Old Town Hall' was not built until 1707.
So where was the newly erected building of 16027 Was
it on the present site of the Old Town Hall or was it a
rebuild by the Lord of the Manor of his wooden Court
House? John Manners was the Lord of the Manor of
Bakewell. The Market Hall existed on its present site
and is shown on the Bakewell 1799 map long before
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any market was held in front of it. It seems most likely
that it was a re build of the wooden Manorial Court
House.

If the new building was on the site of the Old Town
Hail it raises several questions which are difficult to
answer. Why were the alms houses not merely erected
adjoining the 1602 building? Why pull the fairly new
town hall down leaving the town's business homeless as
well as the poor men? In those days of slow setting
mortar a building such as the Old Town Hall was a long
job, probably taking most of a year. Also if the town
business was moved in 1603 for what was the Manorial
Court house used? If it was demolished why build the
Market Hall again before 1799 when there was no
market there?

The Haddon accounts before 1707 have several
references to work on Bakewell Town Hall. The most
intercsting is one which records the alteration to the
roof inserting dormers. The Market Hall still has
dormers in the roof on the north side.

As is well known Lady Manners school was first held in
what is now the two cottages which had earlier been the
chantry endowment. As it belonged to the Manners
family it was available for the school when the poor
men moved to the new Town Hall in 1602, f

It is well recorded that the school moved to the upper
floor of the Old Town Hall but not when. However
White Watson wrote that when in 1774 he came to
Bakewell there was a good free school in the town with
upwards of 50 scholars under the Rev. Moses Hudson
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who was much esteemed as a master. The Rev. Hudson
died in the following year and is buried in the church. It
is difficult to imagine fifty scholars and their master
being able to be housed in the small building which
later became the two cottages. Did the school move in
1707 into a purpose made building erected by the
Manners family? The area was marked on the 1799 as
the corn market and the building is exactly that which
would be needed as a school. Upstairs the main room
was most suitable for a schoolroom of the times and the
little room at the rear a master's room and below with
its open front a market hall.

The first documentary evidence that the school used the
upper floor is contained in the vestry minutes of 1828
when having considered the church unsafe it was
decided to hold services in the Rev. Brown's school
room. The Rev. Brown had in 1806 announced that he
was taking over the school in succession to the vicar,
the Rev. Chapman, who presumably had taken over on
Hudson's death. However no place is mentioned in the
notice as the school. '

Whilst it is impossible to decide the point beyond all
reasonable doubt on the balance of probabilities it
seems most likely that the Market Hall was always the
Town Hall until the present Town Hall was built in
1900.

Watson makes several mentions of the Town Hall
including taking possession of the small shop in the
Town Hall but gives no clue as to its whereabouts. The
~census returns of 1861 and later expressly call the
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Market Hall the Town Hall and the Old Town Hall
various names, once the Market Hall and School, at
another time just a school.

At a supper for the workmen at the completion of the
New Town Hall in January 1901 the chairman of the
building Company Mr. Brook Taylor in his speech,
which is fully reported in the newspaper, discusses
future uses for the then old town hall. Mr. Glossop, the
Bank manager, had written suggesting it be used as a
market hall on Mondays and he agreed with this but
suggested it could also be used as a dmll hall or
gymnasium. He disagreed with the proposal that it be
demolished. He spoke of its long use as a town hall and
the desire for many years for a better one.

It is obvious that the St. John's Hospital only became
known as the Old Town Hall in the twentieth century
probably owing to a reading of the 1602 document.
However it is likely to remain the Old Town Hall for
the population of Bakewell for the rest of time.
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THE BATTLE FOR THE HADDON
FOOTPATHS IN 1924

Trevor Brighton

Since the Spring of 1995, ramblers on the footpaths
through Manners Woods and other walks on the
Haddon Estate will have noticed the rather splendid
royal blue notices. Well designed, with the peacock in
its pride standing on a cap of maintenance - the ducal
crest of the Manners family - the notices bear the
following courteous greeting:

WELCOME ]
Haddon Estate Woodland Walk

We hope you enjoy your walk
Please respect the wild life you may be
lucky enough to observe on your walk.

Dogs must be kept on a lead at all times.
This is a concessionary footpath and
may be closed occasionally.
This is not a public right of way.
No horses or bicycles.
Please follow the way-marked path only.

The 4th sentence may irk some ramblers in the present
climate of claim and counter-claim between the
Landowners' & Ramblers' Associations.  Veteran
ramblers who walked these paths seventy years ago may
recall the clash that occurred between the Marquess of
Granby and the joint forces of the Bakewell Urban and
Rural District Councils.

65



Bakewell and District Historical Society Journal Volume 23

Tn 1924 the Marquess was putting the finishing touches
to his painstaking restoration of Haddon Hall. The
building had not been lived in by his family for two
centuries and he had spent considerable sums in what
became his life's work to make the Hall his home.
Naturally, he wanted privacy and to this end planted the
thick belt of trees beside the A6 road in order to screen
the house from view.

What especially annoyed him was the fact that the
public had established what he considered were illegal
rights of way through Haddon Park and about the Hall.
He was intent on reclaiming these as part of the private
estate. His task was not made easier by the sale in 1920
by his father, the Duke of Rutland, of much of the
Haddon estate up to and including Bakewell. The
remaining Park and the Hall had been granted to him by
his father in the following year and he began to contest
the public right of way on the following footpaths,
bridleways and roads.

1. Two paths from the iron footbridge in Bakewell, the cne
running through the meadows between the fishponds and
the river; the other through the 'Twenty Acres' and past
the other side of the fishponds. Both these joined to form
one track before reaching the Sheepbridge. Continuing
across the road at that point and along the river bank as
far as the big bend in Haddon Park, it emerged on to the
A6 road at Haddon Barn near the Dovecote.

2. A highway along Coombs Road and along the ridge to the
right down Park Lane to the main road to Rowsley near

Wye Farm.
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3. A footway from the road past Rowsley Church along the
track through Bouns Commer Wood and Cunnery Lane to
Coombs Road.

4. A bridleway from the four ways ends at the top of
Coombs Road up through Manners Wood and through the
gate at the top leading into the bridleway over Calton
Pastures to Edensor.

6. ‘A road from Winster Road Bridge to Haddon Barn
7. A bridieway from Coalpit Bridge to Haddon Barn
8. A road form the lower gate at Haddon Barn past Haddon

Hall to the top of Bowling Green Lane. I S

T ST

9. Part of a footway from Haddon Bridge to Fillyford.

10. From Fillyford by the gate there along the upper part of
the Park & through Houseley Wood.

The Marquess placed notices on some of these ways,
restricting access and reserving the right to close them
one day a year; across others he erected fences and
stone walls. He maintained it was impossible for him to
enjoy privacy in Haddon Hall with so many paths
crossing his park and some proceeding by his very
gardens. His objection, he said, was not to the presence
of local people from Bakewell and district with whom
he primarily had no quarrel at all. However, he-could
not tolerate people who had nothing to do with the place
coming in vast numbers by charabancs and trains. They
did not keep to the paths but trespassed everywhere.

The public reaction to his notices had been to tear them
down together with gates, fences and walls. This
spurred him to consider taking the matter to law. His
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opponents forced his hand. The Peak District and
Northern Counties Footpaths Preservation Society took
the matter up and pressed the Bakewell Urban & Rural
District Councils to act. They formed a joint committee
to take action concerning three of the footpaths:

a) the bridle road from Youlgreave to Calton 7

b) The footpath from Winster Road t¢ Alport Road
through Shiningbank Wood to the junction w1th a)
(above) near Haddon Hall.

}ﬁ Tw

¢) the footway from Bakewell to Rowsley Road by way
of the meadows on the left bank of the Wye, past the
back of Haddon Hall and along the bridle road to
Fillyford Bridge. yoL ok

Mr. Vernon Cockerton, clerk to the Bakewell UDC, was
given full instructions and power to act. He duly, out of
courtesy, informed Mr. Alex H. Carrington, the
Marquess's agent in Bakewell, of the Council's decision
to take physical action. The High Peak News (on lst
March 1924) recounted what happened.

The decision was put into effect on Saturday afternoon.
Although no public announcement of what was to take
place had been made, the news of what it was proposed to
-do soon circulated and by two o'clock, the time arranged
for the 'meet’, a few hundred people had assembled on
Bakewell bridge, the meeting place. Someone raised a
cheer as eight workmen of the Urban District Council,
under their surveyor, Mr. W.H. Davis, marched on to the
scene, armed with all necessary implements - pick-axes,
spades, wire cutters, crowbars, and so forth. The scene
resembled a pioneer battalion-in-miniature going into the
line.
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There was some little unavoidable delay in making a

start, but eventually the ‘procession’ wended its way
through the meadows on the banks of the Wye to Haddon
Hall. At the head were Mr. V. R. Cockerton, who
controlled the operations throughout, and Mr. Davis, and
behind followed the Council's workmen and about a couple
of hundred of the general public. As a matter of fact in the
strictly urban portion of the Marquess's estate, no obstacles
were encountered, but the Urban Council, realising that the
interests of the townspeople of Bakewell have been
affected by the Marquess's actions, have decided to give
every possible help to the Rural authority, Members of the
Urban Council present included Messrs. George Frost, I.P.
(chairman), A. Buxton, G. Allsop, H. Broughton, and A. R,
Brand, while Mr. F. B. Wildgoose (of Over Haddon)
represented the Rural District Council. Photographs of the
alleged obstructions were taken by Mr. J. R. Board, of
Hunters, Buxton.

The first met with was near the Sheepbridge in a line

with Broadmeadow gate. This was about 400 or 500 yards
- from Haddon Hall. A chestnut paling fence, surmounted
by a row of barbed wire, stopped further progress. The
wire was cut and a gap made in the fence, and the company
passed through. A couple of yards further on was notice
which read: "This footpath, which is the private property
of the Marquess of Granby, is closed to the public." The
notice was torn off the board, and the walk in the direction
of Haddon Hall resumed. At the other end of the footpath,
near the caretaker's cottage at Haddon Hall, a similar
notice was treated in a similar manner,

The next move was in the direction of the main
Bakewell-Rowsley road, over the Haddon bridge and
taking the lower road. On the opposite side of the main
road, near 'The Echo', was a notice which read;: "This
footpath, which is the private property of the Marquess of
Granby, will be closed to the public for one day in each
year." This notice was also removed from the board.
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A walk back to the sité of notice-board No. 2, and
then to the rear of Haddon Hall, was the next item, in the
afternoon's programme. It is noteworthy that nothing was
done in connection with the footpath which used to run in
front of the hall, but that the rear path was taken.

At the entrance to the wood at the back of the Hall the
following notice-board was met with, "Private. Notice.
Visitors are earnestly requested not to use this path. By
order.” In this instance the notice was painted on the
board, which was uprooted and laid on one side. Through
the wood the company went, and thence straightaway to
the gate which leads out on to the main road, near
Pickering Corner. The gate was found to be securely
locked, but the lock was broken by Mr. Davis with the aid
of a chisel, and the gate opened.

Back through the wood, in front of Bowling Green
Farm, and thence along the lane in the direction of Boun's
Corner was the next move. Up till now no sign had been
seen of any estate official or workmen, but on approaching
the comer where a green roadway branches off in the
direction of Rowsley, coming out on to the main
Bakewell-Rowsley road near Wye Farm, an estate
workman was seen. Jt is understood, however, that no
protest was offered against what the Council's workmen
proceeded to do, and the estate employee was on the spot
for the purpose of taking names. It was at this point that
the hardest manual work had to be done, for two
substantial stone walls had been built, and between them a
number of young ash and spruce trees had been planted.
Here Mr. Frank Ivinson (the highway surveyor to the Rural
District Council) was awaiting the arrival of the compay,
with three men to re-inforce Mr. Davis's little gang. A gap,

12 feet wide was cut through each wall, and twenty-eight
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trees were uprooted and placed on the side of what is
supposed to be the roadway. The way having been cleared,
progress was made to Boun's corner, where a wall on each
side of the road was similarly treated. These were the last
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obstructions dealt with and the return journey to Bakewell
was made by the Coombs Road. ,

Although some seven or eight miles must have been
covered, and from the time of the departure from Bakewell
to the arrival back again was about three hours. The
proceedings were conducted in an orderly and businesslike
smanner, practically all the necessary work being carried
out by the surveyors and their men, the general public
being -interested on-lookers. As stated there was no
opposition at the time, but the sequel to the afternoon's

~ work - if there is one - is awaited with interest.

The Marquess's response was immediate. He sued the
two Councils and the case was heard in the Chancery
Division of the High Court. Vernon Cockerton engaged
learned counsel for the defendants. The case for both
the plaintiff and the defence was not clear cut. After a
week's deliberations the former's counsel advised the
Marquess to settle on a compromise but not before it
had been demonstrated that the three contested paths
around Haddon Hall had been legally stopped up in
1799 and again in 1813. The defendant's Counsel also
advised his clients to settle the issue since they
considered they had won access in a number of the
disputed ways.

At a special meeting of the Bakewell UDC Vernon
Cockerton jubilantly announced the terms of the
settlement regarding the ten footpaths referred to above.

Re the first:  the public was entitled to both rights of
way. A diversion short of Haddon Park
had been agreed over a new footbridge to
be erected and maintained by the BUDC.
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Re the second: it was declared a public highway.
Re the third: it was declared a public footway.
Re the fourth: it was declared a public bridleway.

The two Bakewell Councils admitted that certain orders
of Justices in 1799 and 1813 validly stopped up the
remaining five ways and these were duly closed.

The Marquess also dedicated to the public a new
bridleway and footway from the bottom of Bowling
Green Lane, past the mouth of Haddon Tumnel, along
the farm road and over the Sheepbridge to the main
road. He was forbidden to erect any fence or barrier
higher than four feet along any of the ways or do
anything which would unreasonably obstruct views. He
was allowed, however, to plant trees, where necessary,
to make the new footway across the Park invisible from
the Hall.

Both parties had gained something, but the two
Councils most. The Marquess was ordered to pay all
their costs. They in turn felt some sympathy for the
Marquess on the matter of his privacy and an appeal
was made to the good sense and public spirit of all to
see that the public rights were not abused. It was
pointed out that the Duke of Devonshire, the most
indulgent of landowners towards the public, had just
cause to complain about the way trippers left litter in
Chatsworth Park. A dozen men, it was said, were
employed after a Bank Holiday in clearing up.
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In response to the terms of the settlement the following
remarks were made by the Derbyshire Times at the
special meeting of the Town Council chaired by Major
H. C. Brooke Taylor:

The Chairman: You have heard the terms of settlement
and 1T am sure we are all agreed that they are very
satisfactory indeed to this Council. Had it not been for Mr.
Cockerton's tenacity, energy and perseverance, those rights

" would no doubt have been lost to the public, rights of great
importance, rights that are such a valuable asset to this
district.  What do they mean to us? They mean that the
people will again be able to take healthy recreation in
walking through the fields amidst pleasant surroundings,
beautiful scenery and life-giving fresh air and sunshine.
What is more, they will be able to traverse the footpaths
without interference. There is just one point I should like
to make - and I should like to make it as public as possible.
It is that I beg of the general public to use these footpaths
sensibly, orderly, and in a legitimate manner, not to
wander from the footpaths or to cause any annoyance or
. damage, or anything of that kind. I am sure I personally
thank Mr. Cockerton very heartily for all he has done; for
the good work which he had undertaken. I congratulate
him sincerely upon such a satisfactory accomplishment
(hear, hear.)

Mr. Buxton suggested that the resolution of
appreciation be entered on the minutes, and the Chairman
moved this, Mr, Buxton seconding. He added: We entered
into these negotiations with great regret, and we looked
with dismay to the future if we were to be in continual
conflict with the landed proprietors. We entered into these
negotiations with no vindictive spirit, but because we were
compelled to as defenders of the rights and privileges of
the people. We hope now that this is settled that a better
feeling will prevail and that in the coming days we and
those who are landed proprietors in this district will be able
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to work more amicably together. 1 appreciate very much
the services our Clerk has rendered this Council, and I am
sure it will be very satisfactory to him and to the ratepayers
of this district,

Mr. G. Allsop, supporting, said he thought they all
felt that they owed a very great debt to Mr. Cockerton for
the able manner in which he had handled that business. He
wished to re-echo what Mr. Buxton had said with reference
to the public and landlords being more friendly towards
one another. The Council certainly did not approach this
matter in a vindictive spirit. To a certain extent it was
forced upon them, Public opinion was so strong that some
action had to be taken, If Lord Granby had only met the
Council and attempted negotiations, they would have saved
him and the public a great deal of money. They hoped that
in future they would be able to get on very much better
together, and let this business of law drop. "What
experience I have had in connection with the law is that it
is absolute waste of money," concluded Mr. Allsop amid
laughter.

Mr. E. Brooke Taylor: 1 support the resolution
although I am not quite sure that I agree with the last words
of Mr. Allsop. (Laughter.) Nobody knew better how much
time and thought a lawyer had to put in working up a case
than one of his own craft. It meant a tremendous lot of
work. (Hear, hear) As one craftsman to another, he.
congratulated Mr. Cockerton, and hoped he would now be
able to get a game of golf on Saturday afternoons.
(Laughter.) He had missed him from the links during the
past three montbs. Major Taylor went on to say that he' did
hope that they could all now bury the hatchet and live
amicably together. He who had lived in the town all his
life, and his father before him, viewed this action with
gorrow. When one thought of what Bakewell owed to the
Granby family, it was a very lamentable state of affairs.
He hoped that now everyone would do all they could to
foster the good spirit and friendly feeling that always
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existed between Lord Granby and his forbears and the
town. Lord Granby would be as welcome a visitor to the
town as ever his forbears had been before him. (Hear,
hear.) "We hope we shall continue to enjoy the friendship
of the Manners family which has always been our
heritage."

‘ Mr. Broughton also supported the resolution and
"added a personal tribute of appreciation of the work of Mr.
Cockerton.

The resolution was unanimously carried amid
applause.

Mr. Cockerton, in reply, said: [ am very much
obliged to you, sir, for the very kind way in which you
moved this resolution, and to the gentlemen who seconded
and supported it. I only did my duty in the matter and did
not really expect to receive such warm appreciation as you
have expressed to-night.

Today the problems of the rights and responsibilities of
ramblers and landowners are still being debated. New
problems have arisen as the public take to the footpaths
and bridleways on mountain bikes and motor c¢ycles.
Vehicles are now being forced along $ome narrow
tracks. Livestock, wild life, fencing and the very
surfaces of some of the tracks are increasingly
disturbed.

Presumably these problems were instrumental in
prompting the Haddon Estate to erect its present signs.

The material for this article was principally taken from the
newspapers of the lime, especially the following editions: '

High Peak News 1/3/1924 and 13/2/1924
Derbyshire Times 21/3/1924 and 14/8/1926
Sheffield Telegraph 25/2/1924

Yorkshire Telegraph and Star 19/3/1925
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NOTES AND QUERIES
WHERE WAS OGER?

1. In the last Journal, Ted Meeke suggests that Ogan,
Oger or Hogar, occupied by William Salt in the mid
19th Century, was at Ball Cross. 19th Century maps
show that it was by Bakewell Station.

In the late 1970s I tried to map Bakewell's people and
places in the mid 19th Century, using the poor rate
valuation, the 1851 census and the 1861 census. The
result is in the Museum. OQOutside the town it was easy
because of the poor rate valuation maps but these are
missing from the town area so some conjectures were
made.

Item 65 of the 1847 poor rate valuation was
Castlemeadow, with a house, garden and cowhouse all
in William Salt's tenancy. The accompanying map
shows them to be close to where the station was later
built. Further up the track towards Ball Cross were two
fields, Nether and Upper Oger. As Mr. Meeke writes,
by 1851 William Salt was listed as living at Oger and in
1861 Hogar Cottage was occupied by John Wallis,
jironmonger. Wallis is shown on the 1847 map as being
at O1d Jane Pingle, above the station.

Conclusive evidence is on the 1845 railway map which
shows Salt's house as being at what is now Rose
Cottage, now opposite the entrance to the station.

While there may have been some moving of people
between the few houses in the area, it seems more likely
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that the name Ogar wandered a little. But it was always
in the vicinity of the station.

George Challenger.

2. Upper Oger (Trevor Brighton)

Ted Meeke may have been referring to Upper Oger in
last year's Journal. In 1823 the fields bearing this name
passed, along with other parcels of land in Ashford,
Holme and Bakewell, to the Duke of Devonshire in an
exchange with the Duke of Rutland. The map in the
Chatsworth archives is labelled "The Exchange herein
set forth has been adjusted as to equivalency in value by
James Dowland of Cuckney, in the County of
Nottingharn:, and Robert Harvey Wyatt of Barton under
Needwood, in the County of Stafford, Land Surveyors,
under the direction of his Grace the Duke of Rutland,
25th March, 1823".

The fields of Upper Oger are marked on the Duke of
Devonshire's map of 'Bakewell and Holme' and
recorded in the accompanying terrier opposite:
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UNIONS FIGHT TO SAVE 300 JOBS IN
DERBYSHIRE

The following extract from the Derby Evening
Telegraph 23 February, 1970, was attached to
Jesse Nadin's notes.

Trade unionists are fighting hard to prevent the closure
in June of the Bakewell factory of Electric Power
Storage Ltd., which will put 300 employees out of
work.

But the management of the Bakewell firm, Exide and
Kathanode Batteries Division, have entered nto
negotiations with Pathe Engineers Ltd., Chesterfield, in
the hope that some of the redundant men will be
suitable for Pathe.

Mr. Jim Taylor, district secretary of the Transport and
General Workers' Union, told the Telegraph Industrial
Correspondent today that he had led a deputation to the
House of Commons where talks were held with four
local M.P.'s.

They had spoken to Mr. Eric Varley (Chesterfield),
Minister of State, Technology, Mr. Trevor Park (S.E.
Derbyshire), Mr. Peter Jackson (High Peak), and. Mr.
James Scott- Hopkins (West Derbyshire). ,

NO CONSULTATION

"We gave them information to see if they could get
pressure on someone to get the closure reversed."
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Mr. Taylor has sent a dossier of information to the
Minister of Technology and personally to Mrs. Barbara
Castle, Secretary of State for Employment and
Productivity.

Mr. Taylor said the closure (reported on February 13),
would be phased between now and June 30. The
decision had been taken without any prior union
consultation.

WORKERS' CASE

"We have tried ¢very way possible to get a reason for
the closure, or to reverse the decision, or to get an offer
of alternative employment.

"There is a case for keeping the factory open. For the
past three years the management have been mvestmg up
to £500 000 in new equipment,

"The unions and staff agreed and co-operated with
consultants whereby the labour force was reduced to
40",

As a result, said Mr. Taylor, the cost of labour per
manufactured unit was reduced.

"During the last three years our information is that out
of group profits of the three factories, the Bakewell
plant contributed slightly more than two-thirds of the
total profit,

"When you consider that at Clifton (Manchester) there
are 1,500 employees, and 1,000 at Dagenham, and only
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300 at Bakewell, then on those statistics alone Bakewell
should be very economic and viable indeed.

"There is no logical reason in the closure whatsoever.
"It will also affect the community. This factory pours a
lot of money into the area.
"In rateable value alone it could mean a 4d rate for
Bakewell."

MEETING PLANNED

Mr. Taylor said two meetings had been arranged
between union and management. The first would be at
the group's headquarters at Clifton on March 2, and the
second would be on the following day at Bakewell.

"We shall be there wanting a lot of questions answered
to see what further way can be found to keep the factory
open or get a viable alternative.

"There is also the question of tied houses. We have got
to safeguard the tenure."
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A JOURNEY THROUGH DERBYSHIRE
1788

E. R. Meeke

: The following is an account of a journey into

Derbyshire from Faversham which is included in
Bateman's collection of historical notes part of the
Bagshaw collection (No. 320), in the Sheffield
Archives.

A Journey through Derbyshire EJ & N W 1788. This
is a handwritten account of a journey from Faversham
to Derbyshire and back to Faversham. Whoever the two
were they travelled by carriage up the east side of
England and returned via Manchester and Birmingham.
The document begins with a diary of where they
breakfasted, dined and slept, together with the inns'
names and mileage. The journal starts on 3rd and ends
on 20th. June. o

The route was as follows, each night's stay being
underlined: -

Faversham, Rochester, Dartford, London, South Minns,
St Albans, Dunstable, Woburn, Newton Pagnal,
Northampton, Narborough, Leicester, Loughborough,
Derby, Matiock, Kedleston, Chatsworth, Castleton,
Buxton, Disley Dale, Manchester, Winslow, Congleton,
Newcastle, Stone, Pentridge, = Wolverhampton,
Birmingham, Knowle, Warwick, Kington, Banbury,
Crudeton, Buckingham, Whitchurch, Aylesbury,
Amersham, Hayto, London, Dartford, Faversham.
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At Derby they stayed at the King Charle's Head, at
Matlock the Old Bath, and at Castleton the Castle. At
first they managed to travel 30 miles in the day, but
Derbyshire roads slowed them down to around half that
distance. They complained that at times when
approaching Wirksworth the roads were so bad that they
had to walk rather than ride.

Here are some of their comments on Derbyshire. Derby
they visited and were impressed by the china and silk
works, also the spa manufactuory. They were interested
in the water power and the river. The inn was the
cheapest and not the least commodious that they had
stayed in. It cost 5/6 each for dinner, supper, bed and
breakfast and for a fire. Kedleston they regarded as the
most delightful of any of the houses they had seen. The
fine paintings in the house, the lake and park made them
consider it was the most perfect modern house in
England. It seems it was still being decorated when
they saw it. The roads now became far worse than any
they had experienced before. The children who ran
begging beside them more resembled savages than
Christians and uttered an unknown language to them.
The country seemed very poor and backward; even the
weather was backward in season as well.

They must have descended Cromford Hill from which
the view was sublime. As they approached Matlock
they were greatly impressed by the scenery. The hotel
there provided excellent fare and company. The road to
Chatsworth beggared description being so beautiful.
They spent quite a while in the gardens, water works
and considered the exterior very fine but inside
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disappointing. It must be remembered that whilst the
fifth Duke had then completed the gardens, the house
itself was uncompleted on the north wing and many of
the present treasures in the house were then in other
residences of the Duke. They passed through Middleton
Dale and regarded it highly. The road through
Wardlow Mires and Little Hucklow they found most
desolate. On the descent to Castleton they were struck
by the difference between the barren moor and.the
fertile Hope valley, as well as the prospect towards the
~hills. Castleton they thought a dismal place and very
poor and wretched. The inn had no great style but was
tolerable and reasonable in price. Buxton's
development was just then incompleted. The stables
(Devonshire hospital) had not been started and the
Crescent was barely finished.

By page 21 they arrive at Matlock. They then proceed
to Chatsworth (page 24). They do not seem to come to
Bakewell but stay at Castleton (page 27) on their way to
Buxton (page 35). Presumably they must have gone via
Stoney Middleton, Hucklow and over the top to
Castleton. It was June and the travellers started very
carly each morning for they usually had their breakfast
some distance from the inn at which they had slept the
night before. Each day was quite long and sightseeing
must have been limited in time, They 'do' Chatsworth
and about 20 not easy miles in the day.
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The Sheldon Duck
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THE SHELDON DUCK

B Gratton

The following tale, with accompanying photographs, was
published early this century by B Gratton, printer and

; stationer of Bakewell. Some readers may be quite happy
with his explanation of the memorial to a dead duck; others
will no doubt have a different explanation of the
phenomenon. Has anyone seen the two boards in recent
years? It would be interesting to know if they still survive
and could be examined.

A Sheldon tradition, now nearly 300 years oid, is
verified from Ashford-in-the-Water, as to a duck having
been seen flying towards an ash tree in that village,
which it entered, and from that moment mysteriously
disappeared.

Sheldon is a small hamlet lying to the west of Bakewell,
and is noted for nothing in particular but the
magnificent country which surrounds . it and the
difficulty of getting supplies up there during the long
dreary winter. The duck went into the tree in the year
1601, and the tale has been handed down from one
generation to another from that day to this. The tree
was always known as 'the duck tree' and stood near the
residence of Mr. Harry Buxton, overhanging the road.
It having become partially decayed at the bottom, it was
resolved to cut it down. Messrs. Wilson & Son, joiners,
of Ashford, becoming the purchasers. The trece was
taken from Sheldon to Ashford and operated upon. The
lower portion was thrown aside as being to a great
extent useless, but lately it was resolved to cut it up.
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Two boards taken from the centre gave unmistakeable
evidence of the genuineness of the Sheldon tradition
about the lost duck. On one side of each of these
boards, about an inch in thickness, was the perfect form
of a full-sized duck. The body measures eight inches
across, and the length from tail to beak is twenty-one
inches. The neck is five inches long. There are holes in
both boards at the point where the duck's brains would
rest, as if these agencies rotted the timber. This also
occurs where the lights and liver settled. The duck
appears to have gone head-foremost into a hole which
was known to be in the iree, and couldn't get out again.
In the course of time the parts became united and thus
there was an end of the duck. An indelible impression
of its full form was, however, left in that extraordinary
prison where the duck was confined. Mr. Samuel
" Ashton of Ashford, Bakewell, Derbyshire is now in
possession of the two boards.
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