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Colonel Leslie W. Wright in later years
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
Trevor Brighton

If one believes in a cyclical theory of history then our Society is
not, at present, in one of its most felicitous states. Recent divi-
sions and dissentions have led to disarray and, like myself, most
members look towards some new golden age as the millenium
approaches. It may take longer!

As T see it, the inherent dichotomy in the organisation and af-
fairs of our society, that is, the operation of a Society dedicated _
to the study and pursuit of local history on the one hand and the
administration of a listed building as a museum on the other, has
become, after forty-four years, a strain. The prime interest of
some members has been the local history; others have found vol-
untary work in the Museum most satisfying; many have found
equal pleasure in both. In short, the members have been able to
support both enterprises without either being a strain. Yet vol-
untary work becomes more problematic as the average age of
our membership has risen over the years. Our membership
numbers rise slowly but their average age shows no converse
decline. _ o

At the Museum we have had success with our visitor num-
bers which have risen gradually for three consecutive years. We
have spent money on, and received grants for, conservation.
Each year we endeavour to mount new exhibitions. However,
our collections have outgrown our space and we addressed this
problem in our forward plan by seeking additional property in
Bakewell, either at rent or through partnership. We had no suc-
cess. Meanwhile the fabric of the Museum requires constant
attention.
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EMMS highlighted our storage problem in a specific report
and encouraged us to apply for a lottery grant of £100,000 (of
which the Society would be required to provide 10%) with a
view to building additional accommodation at Cunningham
Place. Two schemes were put forward but in the event, after
much agonising it was decided to pursue neither.

The upshot of all this is twofold. First, the Society must now
" reconsider its forward plan for the Museum. Secondly, the Soci-
ety will for the foreseeable future divide into two functional
parts, each with its own financial base.

The Society must now aim at restoring its unity of purpose
and renewing its old esprit de corps. The Millennium itself is no
guarantee of a happier state, no matter how many towers and
domes are erected in the new 'cool' climate we have been
promised! _

- Now let us review a happy and successful year in terms of
our activities. Qur Christmas Party at the Wheatsheaf (1997)
was a great success and 70 members attended, puiting their
minds to an antiques quiz with antique jewellery and antique
wines (8 years old) among the prizes. ‘

The 1998 Lecture Programme began on 26th March with Jan
Stetka's fascinating lecture, to a full house, on the discovery of
Edward the Elder's burh (920) in Burton meadows. Jan fol-
lowed this, two days later, by conducting members on a walk to
the archaeological site. A new, revised chapter in Bakewell's
history has been started and is pursued further in this Journal by
Jan's continuing observations on Anglo-Saxon Bakewell. Inci-
dentally, the 300 copies of Jan's paper on the burh, published
with the support of our President and a generous grant from the
Aurelius Trust, have almost sold out within the year.

T contacted our next lecturer, David Bell, by responding to
his letters in the press concerning material for his new book,
Derbyshire Privies. He rushed over 1o photograph our splendid
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Trevor Brighton: Chaisman's Reporl

Tudor and Victorian earth closets, both of which are to be in-
cluded in his book, and he agreed to speak to us as a quid pro
quo. His lecture was illustrated by prints and photos displayed
around the room. Some 65 members sat slightly on the edge of
their seats, as though in a garderobe, whilst he applied an earthy
humour 1o one of the fundamental and universal aspects of so-
cial history!

On 14th May 34 members accompanied me in search of Dru-
tds and Hermits at Cratcliff Tor and Rowtor Rocks. We readily
disposed of Druids' groves and caves despite the welter of 'his-
torical’ wriling on the subject in our area from Samuel Pegg,
Hayman Rooke and White Watson to contemporary romantics.
With the aid of William Stukeley's fter Boreale (1724) we lo-
cated the hermit's cave at Cratcliff and dated the sculptured cru-
cifixion to the 15th century. Then, with Stukeley's comments
before us, we clambered around the remains of one of England's
first natural rock gardens and pleasure parks. We also looked in
Birchover's strange little church adorned by the eccentric carv-
ings of one of its vicars and the crisp, almost clinical, stained
glass executed in the 1970s by the internationally renowned
Brian Clarke.

Our President conducted 35 members inio one of the charm-
ing and almost secret landscapes of Sheffield on 4th June.
Beauchief Abbey and Park, once part of Derbyshire, are the sub-
ject of new research based on the Beauchief Cartulary. On a

lovely evening the Abbey church was opened for us and David

Hey stood in the 17th century pulpit to give his talk. We then
investigated the Abbey grounds and walked to the gates of
Beauchief Hall, built out of the Abbey ruins.

Yet again, in July, 65 members sat within our Museum's an-
cient walls to quaff wine and dine on salmon and strawberries.
Qur thanks are due to the entirely voluntary efforts of Valerie
Smith and Joyce Steele who once more laid on the feasl.
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Including the proceeds from the raffle, £424.30 was raised lor
Museum funds.

Our annual outing in July attracted a full bus of 35 members
as we went yet again on the monastic trail. This time we began
at the mutilated Tron Age site
at  Breedon-on-the-Hill in
Leicestershire and looked at
the superb surviving stone
sculptures from the Anglo-
Saxon monastery which once
stood on this important Mer-
cian site. These sculptures are
now incorporated within the
priory church which was es-
tablished in the Norman pe-
riod and dissolved by 1540.
The church also contains the
theatrical family pew of the
Shirleys ‘whose post-
reformation monuments, in-
cluding chrysostoms and a
grisly, laid out cadaver, lie in
the north-easl aisle.

Then on to another monas- . _

. . ['he Breedon Angel,
tic site at Calke. Here nothing circa ADS0O
remains of the Norman priory
except the beautiful landscape in which nestles the large house
which the Harper-Crewes bequeathed to the National Trust. We
looked at the superb restoration of the early 19th century formal
flower gardens and then entered the amazing time-warp in which
the highly eccentric Harper-Crewes had lived.

- From Calke we travelled to Staunton Harold, the adjacent es-
tate, which once belonged to the Shirleys, Earls Ferrers. Here
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Trevor Brighton: Chairman's Report
g

we walked into another piece of frozen history—the lovely
Gothic survival church built in 1653 by Sir Robert Shirley. For
this piece of royalist Laudianism at the time of the Protectorate,
he was clapped in the Tower where he died at the age of 27, a
minor martyr of the Anglican church.

! H;Ti‘"{"z'-"’-*”mewa weoniond

Staunton Harold Church
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As I close this report of our activities 1 am preparing for the
Society's next lecture which will be my tribute (o the great Der-
byshire carver, Samuel Watson of Heanor. Its aim is to dispel,
finally, the myth that the great Grinling Gibbons worked at
Chatsworth at the turn of the 17th century and to hope that Sam-
uel's shattered monurment at Heanor may soon be restored.

Finally, 1 understand from Elizabeth Wilbur that our mem-
bership, as this Journal goes to press, stands al 241, With sad-
ness I record the deaths of Sir David Huddie and Dr Cyril
Statham,

Our recent President, Ted Mecke, is an ever-active ocloge-
narian whose whizzkiddery on the computer never ceases to
amaze. He has just presented the Society with his latest achieve-
-ment—a check-list for the Census Reports for Bakewell Town
& Holme. This is in three volumes, for 1841/51, 1861/71 and
1881/91. All may be consulied at the Old House Museum.

Thank you all for your loyalty to, and support for, the Soci-
ety and the Museum during this pasi year.
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MUSEUM COMMITTEE REPORT
George Challenger

Trevor Brighton wrote an appreciation of Joyce Tinsley in his
Chairman's report in the last Journal. Hers will be a difficult act
to follow as Chairman of the Museum Commitiee, especially as
the Council of the Society decided to widen the commiitee's
scope to include all the work related to the museum, putting into
effect the parlial separation of museum matters from other soci-
ety business, as mentioned by the Chairman. Fortunately mos(
of the people doing museum jobs who formerly reported through
the Members' Committee continued their good work. Pat Brigh-
ton continued organising party visits, Anne Turner the cleaning
and Molly Pugh the wardens' rota. We especially thank Molly
for the extra effort of covering mornings in July and August. We
urgently need someone to take over from her and for more peo-
ple to volunteer for warden duty. Without enough wardens, it
becomes impossible to open the museum when we promise it
will be open. A few wardens who took on more duties found
~ that the task changed from being a pleasure to a chore.

More recently Alan Smith agreed to take on marketing and
publicity, with the continued help of Frank Saunders and Bar-
bara and Roly Hall to advertise and to produce and circulate
leaflets. While many others helped with other tasks, no-one
agreed to take similar responsibility for co-ordinating other areas
of the committee's work, which means that the committec's
meetings have to spend time on details.

The year was dominated by the saga of the Heritage Lottery
Grant application which, though including building repairs and
other jobs, was mainly to finance an extension 1o the Old House
to enable us to store our collection properly. Council sanctioned
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an investigation of two schemes, an extension on the south side
of the Museum but detached from it, and an alternative at the
rear or north-west corner.” Preliminary work suggested that the
latter offered the best possibilities and accordingly one of our
members, Eric Mayo, who is an architect, drew up imaginative
and well thought out plans for an underground extension at that
end of the building. However, a number of issues caused unease
within the Council and the membership at large and as a result it
was finally decided to abandon the idea of an exlension alto-
gether. Unforiunately, having put a lot of work into the project,
I felt unable to continue as Chairman of the Museum
Commiitee,

We were thus left at square one with the storage problem and
getting funds for other necessary- work. One of the alternative
ways of tackling the former is to reduce the collection so that
what remains can be properly stored within the existing space
and so that we can continue to accept donations of important lo-
cal items. Before this can be pursued as a possible way forward,
two steps are necessary, One is a review of the stored cotlection.
Many items are duplicates, or are of poor quality, or have no lo-
cal significance. Before disposing of any, we would try to con-
tact the donors and would also comply with the strict rules of
our disposal policy, which include offering them to other muse-
ums. The other step, recommended by the Area Muscum Sery-
ice, is to reconsider what the museum displays and how it is
interpreted so that we do not later regret discarding anything.
With a 100% grant from the Area Museums Service we are em-
ploying consultants to advise on the better interpretation of our
collection. We hope to get a Heritage Lotiery Fund grant to im-
plement their proposals, which are being developed in close con-
sultation with us and bearing in mind how much visitors enjoy
our present displays.

12



Musewm Commiiiee Report

We also hope for a Heritage Lottery grant to carry out re-
pairs to Old House, as recommended by historic buildings archi-
tects paid for by the Area Museums Service, and other jobs
connected with the building.

Numbers of visitors and museum income increased despite
continuing falls at other museums. This was helped by the inter-
esting new display of lace by Jan Cresswell and the visit of the
Lace Guild which she organised, the display in the Tourist Infor-
mation Centre and the free open day for locals. The income is
still inadequate to enable us to tackle all ithe work needed unless
assisted with generous grants and/or many more visitors are at-
tracted. Alan Smith has some good ideas for atiracting more
visitors but would welcome more suggestions. We agreed to in-
crease the adult ticket price to £2.50: a very modest sum com-
pared with many museums which have to charge.

New donations during the year included photographic plates
ol local subjects which were in the collection of the late Edwin
Walker, a member and great benefactor.

Raye Lea, in her own time, compiled the new catalogue of
our collection to conform with modern standards and received
praise from the Area Museum Service and thanks from us for
this and ali her other work on the collection. She has been work-
ing on disaster planning—what to do to save sensitive ltems af-
ter a lire, for instance.

We complied with the requirements of several other authori-
ties. The Fire Service's recommendations for fire alarms and a
fire door cost us £200 for materials and a great deal of time io
install. Tt we had plenty of money we could allow the fire door
to stay open until it automatically closed in the event of a fire. In
the meantime it must remain shut.

We had to spend a considerable sum for East Midlands Elec-
tricity to carry out the 10 yearly inspection of wiring and fixed
electrical equipment (we ourselves inspect portable equipment).

13
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Fortunately their requirements were cheaply implemented, again
with mainly voluntary work and second hand storage heaters to
replace condemned ones. They recommended reorganising the
electrical cupboard but that will be expenswe and will have to
wait for a grant.

All non-safely glass in sheets which extend below 800mm
above floor level was coated with a safety film to comply with a
new law. Please remember this, and the ultra-violet exclusion
film on the windows, if you are tempted to clean with anything
other than soapy water and clean cloths,

Thanks are due to all who have helped to make 1988 another
successful season at the Museum. Please think how you can help
next season to keep the Museum going. Some organising jobs do
not require people to leave the comfort of their homes!

Note.

Charles and Avis Goodwin sent their best wishes to friends in
the Historical Society when Janet and I met them recently at
their home in Farnham, Surry. They are very happy in their
camfortable house, close to all the town centre facilities yet out
of range of the noise of traffic.

A recent book about Alan Turing, the computer pionecr, lea-
tures Charles, who was a colleague of Turing’s at the National
Physical Laboratory and who later became its Deputy Direclor,

Since the above note was written, Charles has undergone
major surgery for which he spent a long time in hospital. He re-
turned home just before Christmas, and is making a good recoy-
ery. We send him our best wishes for a full return to healih..

George Challenger
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Cal. Leslie W, Wrighe: The Defence of Caluts.

PERSONAL EXPERIENCE IN THE DEFENCE
OF CALAIS, MAY, 1940

Colonel Leslie W. Wright, TD, DL, MA.,

(This graphic account of Col. Wright's experiences is a sequel to
his article in the 1997 (No. 24) edition of this Journal, in which
he describes his preparatory training in the 2nd, later 4th,
Corps Signals at Bakewell. Fditor)

In early May 1940, No. I2Z Wireless Section was standing with
its parent unit, North Wesiern Expeditionary Force Signals,
ready 1o move to Norway, which had been invaded by the Ger-
mans during the previous month of April. N.-W.E.F, Signals was
the redesignated 4 Corps Signals, previously 2nd North Midtand
Corps Signals, Territorial Army. 4 Corps Signals was thus re-
designated because it had been chosen as the major signal unit to
+ join the N.W.E.F. in Norway.

On Monday, 20th May, 1940, No. 12 Wireless section took
part in a practice move-off with its parent unit. The section was
completely mobilised in all respects, and it therefore came as no
great surprise 0 its members when the section was ordered to
stand by, after return to camp from the practice move-off. Popu-
lar rumour had it that we were to proceed as an advance party to
the NW.E.F. It came as a very great surprise to us, when we
were eventually briefed that evening, (o lind that we were leav-
ing our parent unit and proceeding to France as an independent
section, moving off from camp at Minley Manor, near Alder-
shot, very soon after midnight. We hurriedly despatched home
our surplus personal kit and bade farewell to our comradcs
whom we were leaving.

15
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At approximately 0100 hrs, Tuesday, 21st May 1940, we pa-
raded in full marching order and having said goodbye to our
C.0., Colonel G.J. Underwood, TD, and other of our officers,
we moved off in our wireless vans to Dover.

Shortly after sunrise our small convoy arrived at Dover.
There had been a slight accident en route between our 3-ton
stores lorry and one of our two motor cycles; fortunately nobody
was hurt.

We had breakfast in Dover, and afterwardb paraded on the
quay. Here we were briefed by our O.C., Lieutenant Evitts, The
section had been chosen to effect wireless communications be-
tween Dover and the three channel ports, Dunkirk, Calais and
Boulogne, guarding against the event of the submarine cable be-
ing damaged by the enemy. In technical language, we were (o
'superimpose' the trans-channel ~submarine cable. We were
given frequencies and call signs by the O.C. section, Lieutenant
Evitts, and we netted' our four wireless sets, there and then on
the quay at Dover. Lance Corporal Glew and a detachment were
detailed to stay at Dover as control set and were to report to the
Vice-Admiralty.

The three detachments intended for the channel ports and the
H.Q. section embarked at Dover early in the afternoon. A sea-
man confided to me that we were Calais bound. The defence of
the ship in case of attack was partly our responsibility and we
were each issued with ammunition.

The troops on board a ship returning from France gave us a
tremendous cheer as their ship passed our ship at sea. They had
some idea of what we were going to; we had not.

We watched England disappear into the distance and beheld
France loom over the horizon. There was a deal of sea-sickness
amongst us, but nothing of importance occurred until we en-
tered Calais harbour at about 1700 hrs.
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Caol. Lestie W, Wright: The Defence of Calais

As our ship approached the jetty, three aeroplanes appeared
out of the clouds and I asked an R.A.F. sergeant whether they
were British or French. Before he had time to answer me, the
acroplanes dropped their bombs! So we had our baptism of
bombing, but fortunately the ship was not hit.

Thereafter, the vessel tied up at the jetty, but there were no
stevedores to be seen; it seems that they were either frightened
or on strike. Just after the personnel of 12 Wireless Section had
disembarked, we were again bombed. The captain of the ship
would not accept responsibility for his ship to remain in the har-
bour subject to the bombing, and so the ship untied and made
her way out to sea; on board her were our wireless sets, all our
vehicles, all our stores and much of our personal equipment. We
were left with our arms, ammunition and small kit, dodging the
flying masonry i"n the bombed Gare Maritime. The Gare Mari-
time from then on was subjected to almost incessant very hewy
bombardment

Our O.C., Lieutenant Evitts, arranged sleeping accommoda-
tion for us at GHQ in la Clinique in the boulevard Léon Gam-
betta. We eventually marched there, finding our way through
the well-nigh deserted streets of Calais.

Here we had our first meal on the continent—buily beef and
biscuits served from a discarded German helmet by Lance Cor-
poral Clarke. That night, as we were, we slept on (he stone floor
of la Clinique. Throughout the night there was bombing of Cal-
- ais, and the fifth columnists were at work, flashing lights to the
German aeroplanes.

Wednesday, 22 May 1940

Early in the morning of Wednesday, 22 May, 1940 we left HQ
at la Clinique and made our way to the docks, but the ship carry-
ing our vehicles and wireless sets had not returned to Calais.
Our O.C,, Lieutenant Evitts, had arranged accommodalion for us
at the 'rest camp' in Calais, and we marched there from the
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docks. In the meantime, since all our transport was still on
board the ship, an abandoned civil vehicle, a War Graves Regis-
tration Commission truck, had been requisitioned for the section
use, and from what I remember, it indeed proved very useful.

At the rest camp we received news of the very close proxim-
ity of the advancing German armoured units. Boulogne was
taken that day and an R.A F. airman who had retired from Bou-
logne under very exciting conditions, joined us at the rest camp.
There were here three German prisoners, who adopted an arro-
gant attitude, and a French fifth columnist who had, 1 believe,
been shot in the leg by one of our Military Police during the pre-
vious night, whilst flashing lights to the German aeroplanes.
Groaning and looking very sorry for himself, he lay in the straw.

One of our section had lost, or had had stolen, his rifle, and
thereafter we took very particular care of 'our best friends', our
rifles.

During the Wednesday afternoon, a battalion of Queen Vic-
toria's Rifles (3.V.R.) and a battalion of tanks arrived from Eng-
land, but alas, our wireless vehicles were not with them. 1 well
remember a soldier, I believe it was one of our section, being
reprimanded by a major of the tanks for failing to salute him.
This was indicative of the high state of discipline. Great diffi-
culty was experienced in unloading the Q.V.R.s and the tanks,
owing to the stevedores not working. The sappers came (o the
rescue. '

As the evening wore on, we began (o hear sounds of gun fire
from the direction of Boulogne. T wrote a letter to my wife, then
my fiancée, unable to tel! her where I was or what was happen-
ing, owing to censorship regulations. This did not matter, be-
cause the letter never reached her! I made my will in my AB 64,

as did most of us.
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Col. Leslie W. Wright: The Defence of Calais

We had a meal of tinned pincapple, rolled ourselves in bor-
rowed blankets, tied our rifles to our bodies, and slept for a few
hours.

Thursday, 23 May 1940

Very soon afler daybreak of the next morning, Thursday, 23
May 1940, we were out of our blankets, and we marched down
to the docks, Still, our wireless vehicles had not arrived!

The docks and dock area were crowded with thousands of
refugees; they were like a swarm of locusts, everywhere. It was
a pitiful sight! Men and women, old and young, and children,
even babies at their mothers' breasts, families with their entire
belongings loaded on hand carts and perambulators, all of them
crowded the dock arca and hampered the military. And then the
Geman bombers started the day's bombing, and the airmen did
not hesitate to machine gun us from the sky. Many of the refu-
gees must have been casuallties, )

So difficult did the refugees make the situation that many of
us were put on police duty. A naval officer, who will be men-
tioned later in this account, ordered me to keep back the refu-
gees from a certain part of the dock area. It was hot business on
a hot day conlrolling this swarming mob of humanity, subject al!
the time to attack from the air.

That day the 60th Riftes and a battalion of the Rifle Brigade
arrived at Calais and with them, in the afternoon, arrived our
wireless sets (No.9), vehicles and stores. As soon as the wire-
less vans had been landed, we tried to contact conirol station at
Dover. After a time, we were successful, [ believe the operators
at Dover had been calling us unsuccessfully for 48 hours, not
knowing that we had been denuded of our equipment.

By this time, it was of course impracticable to send detach-
ments 1o Dunkirk and Boulogne; the port of Boulogne had been
captured the previous day by the German panzers and Dunkirk
could not be reached.
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0.C. No.12 Wireless Section selected a good site from which
to operate, in a small wood bordering a cemetery on the outskirts
of Calais. Groups of continental soldiery passed us as we pro-
ceeded to the station site. They were in a bad state of
disorganisation.

There was attached to us a naval signaller or cipher operator,
to encipher and decipher our wireless messages; we were usmg
naval cipher.

As evening approached, the Germans advanced on Calais
and fighting began to take place in the outskirts. The Section
HQ and the two wireless detachments not actually operating
were ordered to proceed to the park opposite Calais's Hotel de
Ville. This park was also being used as a harbour area for tanks.
At nightfall the Germans started a terrific bombardment against
this area and we crouched ‘'under our vehicles to protect our-
selves from the flying shrapnel. The shelling lasted all night; it
was very concentrated. There were a number of underground air
raid shelters in this park and they were filled to overflowing
with French soldiers. I well remember being reprimanded by a
military policeman for walking about the park in the early hours
of the morning during the shelling. He told me in no uncertain
tone that 1 was taking a great risk. Further encouraged by the
shelling, my comrade and [ hastily took refuge in a ditch. |
heard cries from the tankmen for the Medical Officer. They had
apparently sustained casualties. The shelling continued thus
throughout the night.

Friday, 24 May 1940

Sometime after sunrise the third wireless detachment joined us.
They reported that during the shelling, the naval signaller had
left the wireless van, presumably for purposes of nature, and had
not since been seen. The neighbouring cemetery had been very
heavily shelled and we concluded that he had been killed. We
were now in a difficuit situation; we had been ordered under no
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circumstances to use 'clear' language and now we lacked the
means of enciphering and deciphering messages.

The tanks had now been in action for several hours and had
done a splendid job of work, Such tanks—and I understand they
were obsolete—as suffered casualties returned to harbour to ef-
fect repairs where possible, and went back into battle. The mo-
rale of the tankmen was magnificent.

At about 1000 hrs, the fighting stopped. We understood a
~ truce had been declared for an hour. During this lull we were or-
dered to immobilise all vehicles other than wireless and anti-
aircraft vehicles. I remember how very {oath was Driver Bond,
i/c of our stores lorry, to immobilise his 3-ton lorry. The immo-
bilisation was carried out.

At the end of an hour the fighting recommenced with in-
creased fury. It was quite apparent that we were out-numbered
10-1 and out-weaponed 100-1!

Very shottly after the lull had ceased, we signals personnel
drove in our wireless vans to H.Q. at la Clinique. By this time
‘the enemy had penetrated well into the town and was very close
to H.Q. The civilian population had started footing and a French
heavy tank was patrolling the boulevard [.éon Gambetia, outside
la Clinique. Owing to technical difficulties, at one stage, we had
to transmit from a set on the right-hand side of the road and re-
ceive on a set on the left-hand side of the road; the ecnemy was
machine-gunning from a position near the bridge where the rue
Léon Gambetta crosses the railway and the fire was directed
down the road. We had to run from one set to the other across
the enemy’s line of fire, in order to pass directions between the
operators.

When the enemy had penetrated very close to H.Q. at la
Clinique, I asked a British officer what he thought about the
German chances. His morale was excellent, for he replied, "1
will bet you £5 that the Germans don't capture Calais within 10
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years". About this time we received an O.U. (i.e. Most Immedi-
ate) message from Dover. Unfortunately it could not be decoded
as we had lost our naval signalman. We had, of course, to use
clear language, and I remember Lance Corporal Glew asking
me on 'speech’ from Dover "where is the naval signalman?" 1
believe Lieutenant Evitts overcame the difficulty by borrowing a
cipher operator from the marine contingent which had landed.
The O.U. message, when deciphered, was, | understand, that fa-
mous message from the War Minister, "The eyes of the Empire
are on you",

The Germans were now well into Calais and only a hundred
yards or so from HQ. Lieutenant Evitts collecied all our pro-
tected documents with a view (o destroying them. At about
three o'clock in the afterncon, we had to evacuate HQ under
very heavy fire, on Brigadier Nicholson's orders. HQ was re-
established in the dock area near the Gare Maritime, The docks
were an inferno. Vehicles and oil tanks were blazing away, and
the area was being bombed, shelled and machine-gunned, all at
the same time. _

A destroyer was in harbour, and on the quayside was a naval
officer, Admiral Sir James Somerville. He gave a radio com-
mentary some weeks later about what he saw al Calais.

Soldiers were busily unloading ammunition; I saw an heroic
padre encouraging the troops.

At this stage, Lieutenant Evitis detailed one wircless dt,ld(,h—
ment under Lance Corporal Jordan, an ex-regular, to stand by to
move to the Citadel where the brigadier was going 10 move his
HQ. The two wireless sets not being used were destroyed. The
remainder of us were attached to Queen-Victoria's Rifles and
formed into a platoon. We were now to operate as infantry,

The Germans were very close to the Gare Maritime. We
were ordered to prepare against the possibility of gas; respirators
were worn in the ‘alert' position, and gas capes worn. We (hen
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marched up the railway line into defence positions around a lake
bordering the docks, amongst the sand dunes. Whilst marching
to these positions, | fell and damaged my hands rather painfully.
Popular rumour had it that Calais was to be evacuated during the
night and that we were to be amongst the rear guard. The fight-
ing was very heavy and the enemy did not seem (o value the
lives of his own soldiers and, consequently, his casualties were
heavy, in proportion, _

-As night wore on, it became very cold. We expected to be
relieved at 0300 hrs. But as the hours passed we realised Calais
was not 10 be evacuated, and it was about 0800 hrs when we
were relieved and returned to the Gare Maritime for a respite.
We had had no sleep or proper food for a long time. We had
learned the wisdom of not standing on the sky line.

Saturday, 25 May 1940
The station (the Gare Maritime) was being very heavily bombed
and shelled; in fact the whole dock area had become a shambles.
The M.P.s were enforcing passive air defence and after we re-
turned to the station, we were continually seeking shelter in the
basement, for the Gare Maritime suffered many direct hits.
Dive-bombers dropped their load and machine-gunned us; they
were followed by another squadron and then by another; and so
it continued; it literally rained bombs. -

There was a Medical Officer al the station and he was so
overworked that he was lottering on his feet; he worked beyond
the limits of human endurance.  The cooks, in the station, de-
spite the intense bombardment and under the worst possible con-
ditions, produced a wonderful hot stew. ‘

Early in the afternoon, we went back into the line amongst
the sand dunes by the lake. |

We had to make staggered, spasmodic dashes from the sla-
tion to avoid the enemy rifle and machine-gun fire. This ad-
vance was well controlled by a Q.V.R. officer. The weather was
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so hot and we had to move with such speed that ! had te discard
my greatcoat; I threw it over the wall into the station yard; un-
fortunately it contained several packets of cigarettes and bars of
chocolate.

Here in the dunes, we were incessantly shelled and bombed
and subjected to machine-gun and small arms fire. I well re-
member seeing a soldier walking on the sky line on the sea side
of us, and a-shell bursting against him. He was spread-eagled
like a cross in the air, and then just disappeared!

Fire control became very difficult. Tt was hard at a distance
to tell friend from foe, and the matter was aggravated by fifth-
columnists. Three times that afternoon, the order 'cease fire' was
passed round to prevent firing against our own men. On one oc-
casion a few French tanks began to shell the Citadel where HQ
was. How they came to shell the Citadel it is difficult to say.

The Germans had a spy in the lighthouse which commanded
a complete view of the battle scene.

Driver Bond, en route to our positions in the line, fired at a
window from which we thought we were being sniped at; there
was no more sniping from that window.

In the course of that afternoon, two of the German dive-
bombers were shot down by a Bren gunner of the Q.V.R.'s. Thal
was a remarkable feat! On another occasion, three RAF fighters
attacked a squadron of about fourteen dive-bombers; immedi-
ately two of the fighters and two dive-bombers came down, hav-
ing apparently accounted for each other; the remarkable thing is
that the remainder of the German bombers turned tail and fled
from the one remaining British plane. A great tribule was this (o
the RAF.

At about 1800 hours, a German bi-plane came over and
dropped leaflets written in French and English. This plane also
machine-gunned us and the rim of my helmet stopped one of the
bullets, which must have ricocheted over my shoulder for I was
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not wounded; with any other type of helmet, I should have been
wounded. This demonstrated the advantage of the wide rim of
the British helmet, o

The leaflets that were dropped read to the effect that we were
to march to the north end of the town, lay down our arms and
surrender, otherwise we would be obliterated by the German on-
slaught, For all the effect they had, they might as well have
never been printed.

As dusk descended, I saw a small boat beach and out of this
charged a detachment of Royal Marines who went straight into
action. They had been seen by the Germans, though, and as they
crossed the sky-line they were shelled very heavily, but many of
them got through.

We were now. ordered to prepare for the even greater on-
slaught that was expected and (o construct small shelters by dig-
ging into the sand bank of the lake and building boulders round
the outside of the pits. Signalman Harrop and T were fifting one
of the boulders when there was a heavy bombing raid and unfor-
tunately the boulder fell on my right foot and severely contused
it. The pain was most intense, but in the excitement 1 forgot
about it. ‘

A number of us were ordered to rest in the dug-outs, but I
was amongst those ordered into the line for night defence. We
were all very, very lired, hungry and thirsty.

I was now dark and the Germans were using rockel signals
and tracer bullets. The tracer bullets were very helpful 1o us as
we were-enabled o avoid their line of fire.

So tired was I that I mistook the chimney pots of the station
for Germans mounting a machine gun on the roof, and I raised
the alarm!

The officers and a particular sergeant major of the Q.V.R's
acted splendidly in leadership; they were very, very inspiring.
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Apart from patrolling, the hours of darkness were fairly
quiet. Some time after midnight, I regretfully and reluctantly
took a last sip of the drop of water left in my water boitte. |
think the smoke of the explosives made us much more thirsty .
than we otherwise would have been.

Sunday, 26 May 1940

At about 0300 hours I was relieved and ordered to hand over my
rifle to the relief who had no rifle owing to the shortage of them.
I then went to the small dug-out and in a very crouched position
fell to sleep.

I awoke after sunrise in the midst of a renewed, terrific bom-
bardment of bombing, shelling and machine-run fire, to find that
about four of us were isolated from the rest; 1 now had no rifle,
which did not improve matters. There was at hand a quantity of
-303 ammunition in Bren gun magazines. [ spent my time ex-
tracting the bullets and fiiting them into rifle clips for the other
three to fire at the Germans. Our fire power was hopeless
against the enemy's.

Eventually an opportunity occurred for us to move, and we
crawled about two hundred vards under the cover of a wide sew-
age pipe bounding the lake. En route, I picked -up a discarded
rifle, but it was a Irench pattern and useless for my ammunition.
Near the dock station, we found an ownerless army car into
which we jumped and drove under heavy fire to le Bastion de
I'Estran, a fort above the northern breakwater which was holding
out against the Germans.

Here I found some of our section, Bond, Newmarsh, Harrop
and Kirkham, so far as | now remember. There were a number
of refugees in the fort and one, a pregnant French Jewess, calmty
handed to me a British rifle and asked me to get her to England
with her husband, as she was expecting her child any time!
Nothing could of course be done for her.
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A very small launch, marked with the Red Cross had entered
the harbour against the northern breakwater and a number of us
were ordered Lo take wounded from the fort across the beach (o
the breakwater, on foot. This was done and the small launch
was so full of wounded that it was very low indeed in the water.
At the last moment, a wounded man dashed up under his own
power, blood squirting from his leg. Just as the Jaunch was
about to move off, a naked Frenchman swam across from the
southern breakwater and tried to board it. Force had to be used
to remove him, and a naval officer told him very forcibly that
there was not room for the British wounded, et alone a perfectly
fit Frenchman. I noticed one British tommy slap his naked rear
portions to help him on his way. We handed over our pocket
field dressings for use on the launch, and it moved off into the
channel. Despite the Red Cross markings, the Germans shelled
it, without success.

We then started to make our way back to the fort, adjacent (o

“the jetty at the end of the breakwater, but before we reached it
the Germans captured it. We saw the German troops penetrate
and surround it, and the senior officer present was obliged to
surrender (heir position; a white handkerchief was raised on a
rifle. The Germans forced our men to double down the beach
with arms raised above their heads. The refugees, including the
worman who had asked me to get her to England, were rounded
up. )

We few who had not been captured were not in a good posi-
tion. The breakwater or pier, was being sprayed by small arms
fire, and attacked by mortar fire; the land-end of the jetty was in
German hands and the southern breakwater was lined by Ger-
man soldiers. We sought protection from their fire by crouching
in the piles of the breakwater. The tide was rising so (hat this
form of protection would not last very long; soon we would
have (o rise with it. About an hour later, our small party began (o
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surrender. Now I had heard false reports from several sources
that the Germans were shooting their prisoners and I was in a
frame of mind which caused me to decide that it would be as
well to be shot on that pier, as to surrender and then be shot. 1,
therefore, stayed where 1 was, although the remainder of our
party surrendered. For about a further half-hour I stayed there
by myself, but an acute sense of loneliness and helplessness
came over me and I decided to join the other prisoners by going
up to the jetty, I therefore threw my rifle, which was jammed
with sand when given to me and now useless, into the sea, to
prevent the enemy having it; I did likewise with my respirator
and made my way to the Germans,

. The Germans had hoisted their swastika flag on the fort they
had captured and this had apparently been seen by two British
destroyers in the Channel, for just as I reached the jetty our de-
stroyers began to shell the jetty and fort area.

7 This put new hope into me and aithough the enemy were

standing directly over me, on the jetty, and I was within their
~grasp, 1 decided in an instant to try to escape. Turning back
from the jetty, I dashed spasmodically from pile 1o pile of the
pier to evade the enemy [lire. Unintentionally, at the place where
the pier has been cut into two by mortar fire I fell into the sea. It
seemed a long time before I broke surface again, but I swam the
short distance to the further end of the break in the pier, and with
difficulty got back on to the piles.

" I do not think the enemy saw me emerge from the sea, for
not a shot was fired at me after T clambered back onto the piles
of the pier. I ran on to the sea end of the pier, or breakwatcr,
where 1 was overjoyed to see a small group of khaki-clad men.
To my surprise I saw their rifles pointed at me, and they were
about to shoot, when 1 was recognised by Driver Bond of 12
Wireless section who was with the party. The immersion in the
sea had turned my khaki a grey colour and my water filted
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respirator container looked like a bomb-bag; consequently our
own troops thought I was a German 'death or glory boy' trying to
attack them. It was very fortunate for me that they held their
fire, There were forty two in the party and I made forty three.
Of 12 wireless section, there was Bond, Newmarsh (our cook)

and mysell. Of the forty three, two were Royal Artillery 2nd

lieutenants, and one was a captain of Marines who was up in the

port room above our heads.

It was very cold and as I began to suffer from exposure ow-
ing to my immersion, I was stripped of my clothing and (he
other crowded round me to keep me warm. One of the Artillery
subalterns literally hugged me to counteract the cold On two
occasions, my knees gave way owing to fatigue, and as a conse-
quence our helmets clanged -together making a noise which
nearly atlracted attention.

The destroyers continued to shell the dock area, and we saw
the Germans line up our prisoners and the refugees, on the
beach, in face of the navy's shelling. This was observed by the
naval gunners and they fired over the heads of the British into
the hinterland. -

There was a grounded ship in the harbour and a plan was
made to swim across to it in the darkness, to find if there were
any small boats or a raft on board which could be used by us.
We were told that in the case of attack it would be 'every man
for himself' and just too bad for the non-swimmers.

As the tide rose and fell, we had 1o rise and fall with i,
amongst the pier beams.

The Citadel fell at about 1800 hours that night, I understand.

At about 2100 hours, when darkness had fallen, we climbed
up the iron ladder at the end of the pier and joined the captain of
Marines in the port room. Calais was lit by the burning oil tanks
and we Look off our helmets whilst climbing, lest their gleam
should betray us. The port room was blacked out, and the
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captain of Marines had some hot coffee prepared. We were so
intensely thirsty that it was most welcome and delicious out of
all proportion.

‘In my condition of nakedness I found an infaniry signaller
outside the port room flashing out to sea, by lamp, an SOS mes-
sage that we were British, hoping it would be seen by the Navy.
In my weariness, I once thought that a light, which may have
been Dover light or a light buoy, was an answer. My injured
foot had now become very blue, swollen and painful. The cap-
tain of Marines ordered me to be wrapped in a blanket inside the
port room. I remember Driver Bond wrapping me in the blanket
and rolling me under a table. This occurred at about 2300 hours.

Monday, 27 May 1940

At about 0200 hours T was roused by a cry "They are coming!"
I immediately thought the Germans were upon us, which would
have been awkward for me in my state of nakedness. Bul it was
a British launch which had entered the harbour, missing us on
the pier end. It drew up by the jetty, tried to tic up, was
machine-gunned by the Germans and immediately set out back
to sea. The captain of Marines ordered us to shout with all our
might and flash signals as soon as the boat approached. The
boat went past us out of the harbour, but on seeing and hearing
our signals, turned alongside the pier end and under heavy
machine-gun fire we jumped down on (o its deck. In an instant,
the boat was out in the Channel, not a single casualty having
been sustained. _

When T got on the boat, 1 found I could not walk owing to
the condition of my right foot, and 1 was naked except for a
blanket wrapped round me. The boat had seen our signals. ‘

We were a very sorry sight, with faces blackened by cordite,
and several days' growth of beard. A naval M.O. gave first aid to
my foot, and I was given a sea vest, pullover, old grey trousers
‘and sea stockings with which to clothe myself.
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The C.O. of the vessel was the naval officer who a few days
earlier had ordered me to police the refugees. To my as-
tonshment, the coxswain was one Jack Woodhead, who was the
brother of Dick Woodhead in my parent unit, and lived at Mat-
lock, only eight miles from my home.

We were given coffee and food, the best meal I have ever
had in my life, and we fell into an intense sleep. It was daylight .
when we entered Dover harbour. '

Bond and Newmarsh had to carry me at Dover as I could not
walk. We had a meal. The captain of Marines paraded us,
shook hands, and said good-bye to each one of us. I never knew
his name. He was responsible for our escape. He acted splen-
didly and did an excellent job of work. °

The captain of the unarmed boat which rescued us was
awarded the DSC. His name was Victor Bramall; the boat was
‘H.M.S. "Gulzar". Jack Woodhead was awarded the DSM.

After proceeding to Fleet, and from there to London en route
for Saltburn, the officer i/c of my party telephoned for an ambu-
lance as my foot had become worse, and that evening I finished
up in Queen Alexandra's Military Hospital, Mill Bank, London.

Leslie Wright has made the following addenda to. hlb
account.

- 1.. Lieutenant Austin EVITTS, commanding 12 wireless section
led the first ten men out of the fortress of the Citadel to surren-
~der to the German X Panzer Division. The German commander
accused the British of having used 'durm-dum' bullets, contrary
to the laws and usages of war, and set up execution squads. I
turned out that they were French bullets of poor quality and (he
execution squads were called down.

2 The survivors of the battle marched into captivity for five
years. Early in the march, four prisoners escaped and managed
to steal a boat in which they set sail for England, eventually
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being rescued by the Royal Navy. Two of them eventually be-
came Major-General Williams and Major-General Talbot.

3. The late Airey Neave, after escaping and being re-captured,
was eventually the first prisoner to escape from Colditz and
reach England. After the war Austin Evitts and 1 helped him
with his book The Flames of Calais. We attended the publica-
tion party in 1972 and drank more champagne than we had had
water to drink during the battle! Here I met again Lt. Com-
mander Victor Bramall, DSC, with whom I kept in contact for
the remainder of his life. An heroic man, he died in sheltered
accommodation in Hungerford. There were present, too, the
major commanders of the London Rifle Brigade, the 60th Rifles,
and the Queen Victoria's Rifles, My friend, Austin Evitts, some
ten years later, died in Bakewell War Memorial Cottage
‘Hospital. ' _

4. T have twice returned to the scene of the battle: on the 50(h
anniversary in May, 1990; and last May 20th, amongst thirty
-eight survivors of the battle, ai the re-dedication of the War Me-
morial to the Royal Green Jackets, who now embrace the Rifle
Brigade, the 60th Rifles, and the Queen Vicloria's Rifles. On
both occasions the band and bugles of the Light Division
sounded the retreat in the Place des Armes, the scene of such bit-
ter fighting. Both were very poignant and emotional occasions.
5. My own narrative is embraced in The Miracle of Dunkirk by
Walter Lord and The Flames of Calais by Airey Neave.

6. In contrast to the treatment meted out to the prisoners in the
~Citadel, let me tell you of my late friend John Penman who as a
2nd lieutenant commanding a platoon of the Argyll and Suther-
land Highlanders, held up the 7th Panzer Division at Saint
Valéry for one.and a half hours, a little later than the Calais ac-
tion. On being taken prisoner he was hauled before the German
Commander, a little man who spoke reasonably good English.
- This is what he said to John: "You are a very brave but a very
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foolish young man, to try and hold up my division on your
own!" His name was Erwin Rommel, that great and good Ger-
man soldier who later commanded the Afrika Korps and as the
Field Marshal commanding the German forces in western
Europe was forced by Hitler to commit suicide, following the at-
tempted assassination of Hitler on 20th July, 1944,

The author jn the summer of 1940, soon after his return from Calais
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A MONUMENT to
SAMUEL WATSON (1662-1715) of HEANOR

Trevor Brighton
(A further article by the present writer was published by the
Burlington Magazine in December 1998 to coincide with the V
and A's exhibition which opened on 27th October, 1998.)

The 350th anniversary of the birth of Grinling Gibbons
(1648-1721) will be celebrated this year by an exhibition of his
work and influence at the Victoria and Albert Museum. Gib-
bons, the greatest English carver, will be given his due and, one
trusts, no more than his due.' In the late seventeenth and early
eighteenth centuries England produced a number of highly com-
petent carvers who drew inspiration from Gibbons's genius and
whose work has sometimes been attributed to him. Chief among
these has been, and still is, Samuel Watson (1662-1715) of
Heanor in Derbyshire, a craftsman whose finest work is regarded
by many as the equal of Gibbons's. However, whilst Gibbons's
achievements were held in the highest regard in his own life-
time, nationally and internationally, Watson's were quietly pro-
duced at Chatsworth where he worked in stone and alabaster,
marble and wood from 1691 to about 1711, Although Samuel
Watson's name occurs regularly in the payments made by the 1st
and 2nd Dukes of Devonshire during these years, it was not until
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries that his son
and grandson, Henry and White, both of them monumental carv-
ers, revealed Samuel's drawings and accounts in a bid to honour
his achievements.®

It was the Earl of Egmont who in 1744, thirty years after
Samuel Watson's death and twenty five aftér Gibbons's, visited
Chatsworth and proclaimed:
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- "There is a handsome chapel in it painted by Vario and
Laguar and there is a good deal of fine carving in wood by
the late Grinlin Gibbons, a famous master that way." °

Egmont at least confined Gibbons's work to the chapel; Horace
Walpole in 1760 implied he had done carving throughout the
House with some assistance from Samuel Watson.® Walpole,
who drew a great deal on the notes of George Vertue
(1684-1756), found no reference to Gibbons at Chatsworth in
that source. Vertue was the first writer to give Watson his due
when he referred to "the ornaments carv'd in wood and foliages
[at Chatsworth] by Watson sculptor in wood and stone. The
boys in the Chappel and other of his works very fine...a most en-
genious artist."> Others, however, considered Walpole wrote
with authority and the myth continued. William Bray embroi-
- dered the myth to the point of fantasy in 1777 by announcing
that Gibbons fell to his death from a scaffold at Chatsworth!® It
was White Watson who strove to perpetuate his grandfather’s
name. Among his own memoranda is the following:

"My Grandfather, Mr. Saml. Watson, was Statuary at
Chatsworth 24 years, when he did the Carving in the West
Front, the Cascades, North Front, assisted Gibbon in the
Chapel. See the works of Horation (sic) Walpole, Vol. 3,
page 344. "Watson assisted chiefly at Chatsworth, where
the boys and many of the ornaments in the Chapel were
executed by him.! See several bills for Carving done by him
in W, Watson's collection. See also his estimate for the re-
building of Chatsworth in 1692, which was 81gned by Sir
Christopher Wren, Augt. 1, 1692." 7

This loosely written statement is misleading in a number of
ways and accepts without question at this point Walpole's asser-
tion that Gibbons carved in the Chapel.  Nevertheless, White
Watson had referred for the first time to the accounts in his
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possession which associated his grandfather with carving in
various parts of the house and garden. He showed these ac-
counts and a book of his grandfather's drawings to Stephen
Glover who published a number of examples of the former for
the first time in 1829.% Glover was sceptical about Walpole's at-
tributions which he concluded were based on a false tradition.
He was even less impressed by another purveyor of myth and
legend, Allan Cunningham, who in his life of Gibbons had
claimed Samuel Watson's drawings for him and concluded that

"had the real master-pieces of Chatsworth been Watson's,
Watson would not have remained in Derbyshire, to lead an
obscure life, and be buried with a doggerel epitaph".
Glover's riposte was that "there is not much argument in these
latter observations;" ®

The miscellaneous nature of Watson's collections of drawings
has confused various scholars."” This is because there are
sketches by others than Watson among them and also because
some of the drawings by Watson are of the work of his contem-
poraries at Chatsworth and beyond. He drew much inspiration
from the work of fellow artists, not least from that of Gibbons.
At least two drawings are of work executed by the latter.

The first, among the Chatsworth drawings, is of the carved
pediment on the reredos of St. James's Church, Picadilly. Gib-
bons executed this in 1684 and Watson could have seen it during
his early employment in London. His own drawings for his
lime-wood panels in the chapel at Chatsworth show how the
work by Gibbons had inspired him. His carvings of shells in the
State Rooms at Chatsworth, especially in the State Dressing
Room, derive from this source.

Secondly, in the sketchbook in Derbyshire County Record
Office is a drawing of the Ferrers monument, which was exe-
cuted about 1681, in St. Editha's church at Tamworth. However,
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the monument is not Watson's work as was once thought. If has
been shown to be by Gibbons and his Flemish assistant, Arnold
Quellin."" Again Watson must have admired it.

It was Llewellyn Jewitt who in 1872 stated that there was
"no record of Gibbons having ever even been at Chatsworth", a
view reiterated by Francis Thompson, the historian of
Chatsworth, in 1949."* Nevertheless, biographies of Gibbons
have continued to claim that he worked there.

Most recently Gervase Jackson-Stops has questioned
Thompson.”” Whilst admitting, as George Vertue had specifi-
cally stated, that the "boys in the Chappel" were Watson's work,
“he suggests Watson was Gibbons's pupil. Indeed, when the
"boys" or cherubs were restored in 1866 by W.G. Rogers, the
photographs taken of them show labels attributing them to Gib-
bons. Jackson-Stops obviously had not seen these photographs
since he states the Chapel interior was "completely untouched
since the 1st Duke's day", but his beliefs were strengthened by
the biographies of Gibbons writien in this century by Avray Tip-
ping, Green and Beard.

Jackson-Stops then turns to the drawings for the chapel carv-
~ings and, naturally, claims these for Gibbons. He does so on
two grounds; first that they resemble drawings said to be by
Gibbons, now in the Soane Museum, for the carving at Hampton
Court; second, he selects an unassociated sketch by Watson for a
garland of fishes to demonstrate that Walson was an inferior
draughtsman. This part of his argument is particularly tenuous
and shows little knowledge of the range of sketches and draw-
ings which White Watson assembled.

Moreover, Jackson-Stops did not understand the part played
by White Watson in rehabilitating his grandfather's reputation
and assembling his accounts and drawings. For instance, he
claims that White Watson was "writing within living memory"
about his grandfather when neither he (1760-1835) nor his father
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Samuel (1715-1778) nor his uncle Henry (1714-1786) ever
knew the famous Chatsworth carver.

Again Jackson-Stops refers to one of the drawings for the
Chapel in White Watson's scrap-book as "bearing an early in-
scription [which] reads 'Carving in the Chapel by Gibbons,' only
corrected in a later hand: 'Supposed by Mr Watson.' In fact, the
"early inscription" is in White Watson's hand about the early
- 1820s and the correction, which is wrongly transcribed, is not in
a later hand but is also White Watson's,

Leaving the hisioriography of the Watson versus Gibbons ar-
gument for the moment, let us turn to Watson of whom so little
is known. Among Watson's drawings at Chatsworth the present
writer identified a design for his monument by his grandson
White Watson, which is annotated with genealogical and other
interesting details.- By coincidence the writer received a letter
from Heanor Historical Society informing him that Samuel Wat-
son's monument lies broken in pieces in the vestry of St. Law-
rence’s church, Heanor and asking if he could assist in helping to
identify and reassemble the pieces. To this end he gave a lecture
to the Society on Samuel Watson. What follows are his obser-
vations made on that occasion.

Facts about the early life of Samuel Watson are as sparse as
those recorded for Grinling Gibbons. However, with the aid of
parish registers in Derbyshire Record Office and wills in the Di-
ocesan Record Office at Lichfield, together with genealogical
notes on White Watson's design for his grandfather's monument,
it is possible to draw Watson a little more from the shadows and
chatlenge some earlier assumptions.

He was the son of Ralph Watson, husbandman, and Bridget
Townsend of Heanor. They were married on 11th February
1661. Samuel was baptised at Heanor on 2nd December 1662.
Of his upbringing and early education we know nothing. His
grandson White, who probably possessed his grandfather's

39



Bakewell and Districe Historical Society Journnl Vofume 26

apprenticeship bond among the family papers, told Daniel Ly-
sons that he "was a pupil of Charles Oakey, carver, in the parish
of St. Martin's in the fields." Oakey, or Okey, has eluded the
standard dictionaries of English sculptors and furniture makers.
However, he is to be found among the craftsmen paid by the first
Duke of Beaufort during the remodelling of his house at
Badminton."” Interestingly, the London carver Charles Okey,
who is paid £15 in 1683, was working at Badminton, along-
side—or was it under?—the thirty five year old Grinling Gib-
bons to whom payments are also recorded. Watson would thus
have known Gibbons through the latter's association with his
master and may well himself have worked under Okey at
Badminton. _

When Samuel Watson's apprenticeship to Okey began and
ended is not recorded. Glover, relying on White Watson, tells us
that "almost immediately after serving his apprenticeship in
London, he was engaged in the works at Chatsworth which oc-
cupied him neatly the whole of his time." Green assumed that
Watson returned from London to Heanor after the completion of
his apprenticeship and then "came to Chatsworth.....in 1689 (he
was then twenty six) and worked almost continuously until his
death in 1715." This is highly improbable. Samuel would
hardly return to the isolation of Heanor having been trained in
London; rather he would stay there and obtain employment with
the principal patrons of the day. The proximity of Heanor to
Chatsworth is purely fortuitous and incidental.

As has been suggested, Watson may have worked at Bad-
minton. The clue to his next employment lies in the Chatsworth
accounts where on the 24th August 1691 Samuel Watson and
Thomas Young sign an agreement for the work they are to do at
Chatsworth. Young signs first, and in a second agreement on
9th September 1692 he signs as Watson's master. Now Young,
as would be expected, was an older and more experienced

40



Trevor Brighton: A Monument (o Samuel Watson

craftsman than Watson, and was based in London. He had
carved in the churches of St. Mary-at-Hill in 1672 and St. Mary
Magdalen, Old Fish Street, in 1685."° He had worked at
Burghley House for the Earl of Exeter in 1683, along with Grin-
ling Gibbons, and tells us in his 1691 agreement with the Earl of
Devonshire that "Mr. Watson and myselfe came to agree all ac-
count for all worke done at Chatsworth on my owne acct. before
Mr. Lobb was consemed and also for all worke done for me [i.e.
by Watson] for my Lord of Exeter att Burley and there was dew
to him from me 27/ and he has rec* 35/ soe the ballance being 8/
is dew to me. All by me since Dec” 1690 to this p'sant 24th of
August 1691, is dew to Mr. Wattson between Mr. Lobb and my-
selfe. Wilnesse our hands. Tho. Young, Samll Watson." 7

From this agreement we can see that Samuel Watson was
employed under Thomas Young, perhaps from as early as 1683,
when he was approaching twenty one. He, too, would have
worked at Burghley alongside Gibbons who was fourteen years
his senior.

The Earl of Exeter was brother-in-law of the 4th Earl (and
1st Duke) of Devonshire to whom he passed some of the Lon-
don carvers after they had finished at Burghley. Young and
Watson thus came to Chatsworth; Grinling Gibbons did not.
Nowhere in the Chatsworth building accounts has any reference
to him been found. The carving team was strengthened immedi-
ately by the arrival of two more London carvers, Joel Lobb and
his assistant William Davis. Joel Lobb of the White Lion, Si,
Giles-in-the-Fields, enjoyed an extensive patronage and had
worked at Hampton Court before coming to Chatsworth.'”® In
1692, by which time Thomas Young had left, Samuel Watson
and William Davis were working as his assistants, There were
other foreign carvers, too, such as Lanscroon, Nadauld and Cib-
ber. All came and went. It is noteworthy that when, in 1692,
the 4th Earl (1st Duke) dismissed Talman, his architect, and
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Jackson, the master mason, along with most of the foreign
craftsmen they had assembled, Watson was kept on. His hon-
esty and his superb skill as a carver ensured this, Indeed, when
Sir Christopher Wren was called in to give a true valuation of all
the masonry done by Jackson and his team it was. Watson who
was chosen to accompany him. The valuation is recorded in
Watson's hand and is signed "scriptum p me Samuelem Wat-
son." ¥ Thus Watson continued in employment at Chatsworth
and rose to be the principal carver there. The completion of the
carving on the north front was among his last work for the first
Duke and coincided with the latter's death in 1707, He appears
to have retired to Heanor but in 1708 was recalled by the second
Duke to do carving on the west staircase. As Thompson notes,
- the work is not of his previous standard and marks his decline.?

Watson was well and regularly paid for his long service at
Chatsworth and appears to have supported his parents in Heanor,
As was common in the building of Cavendish houses at
Chatsworth since the 1550s, craftsmen were provided with cot-
tages in the villages on the estate. Where Watson was billeted is
unclear but he married a young woman, seventeen years his jun-
ior, Katherine the daughter of George Greensmith of the estate
village of Pilsley. By 1710 he had taken her back to Heanor with
him where his three sons were born. Samuel I died in infancy in
1711 and Henry was born in 1714. Katherine was pregnant with
Samuel IT when her husband died in 1715.

Old Samuel in his 53rd year, had suffered a number of spells
of sickness and finally lay dying from palsy or a stroke. Those
famous hands could not now write or sign a a will. Daniel Grea-
torex the curate of ‘Heanor, together with two of Samuel's
friends, Francis Tantum, a clockmaker of Heanor, and Peter Ea-
ton, a butcher there, recorded and signed his nuncupated (i.e.
dictated) will. It is a strange document in that there is no men-
tion of his infant son, Henry, and there are only three bequests.
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His father had died in 1713 and Samuel had cared for his mother
to whom he left two pounds ten shillings a year for life. She
was to die in 1718. To his unborn child, should it live to the age
of twenty one, he left £100 "to be raised out of a parcel of lead
lying at Bawtry in the County of York." His wife was to receive
the interest from this sum towards bringing up the child and was
to have the capital should it not live to be twenty one. The rest
of his estate he bequeathed to his wife whom he named as his -
executrix, The inventory of his goods is interesting:

A true and perfect Inventory of the goods and chattels of
Samuel Watson of Heynor In the County of Derby, Carver,
Lately deceased viewed and apprised by us whose names
are hereunto subscribed.

£ s d

Imp: his purse and apparel 1 00

In the wheat 5 00

Garrott two beds with the beding thereunto belonging, 3 00

two boxes, three spinning wheels, 0 8 6

Lime 6 5 0

In the one bed and beding thereunto belonging, 4 0 0

Little one chest of drawers, two tables, 2 20

Chamber  one cupboard . 0 60

one chair, four boxes and one trunk 0 14 ¢

fire shovel and tongs and window curtains 0 46

Bookes and Lining and twelve Chairs 1 190

In the two Chimney pieces 2 00

Chamber  four marble tables 1 10 0

over the shopfor boxes and one bench, 0 20

two tables, two benches and one cofer, 6O 70

In the one Bacon Rack and two guns 0 130

Kitchen one warming pan 0 60
one cupboard,

two flitches of Bacon and a Childes Chair 1 16

In the Barrils and brewing vessels 2 00

Butteries ~ Bottles, a Cheese press with milk vessels 0 19 0
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A Churn, three kits a peck and sidish 0 60
brass and pewter and tocles and Coales 2 13 0
stone workt and unworkt, and sheep 20 00
Blanks, boords and wood 2 00
two Cowse one Calfe and Corne sowed 0 00
a wheel barrow and a hand barrow and jacks 6 76
a horse, a mare, a foal and lead 92 0 0

Ffrancis Tantum 59 0 0

From this we can see that Samuel, his wife and baby son
(note the child's chair) lived, perhaps with his mother, in a small
unlocated house in Heanor. It served as a small farmhouse and
workshop and may have been part of the estate which White
Watson tells us he bought on 14th October 1699.*' He sowed
corn and kept a few sheep, cows and horses. The house appears
to have been comfortably furnished and contained books. Apart
from the usual Bible and other reading matter these would no
doubt have consisted of some books of designs such as Guillim's
Heraldry together with his own books of sketches.

Above his workshop was a room containing the chimney
pieces and marble tables he had made, whilst his tools and the
materials of his craft were in the butteries.

Watson obviously dabbled in the sale of lead, an adjunct to
his carving business which he probably developed whilst work-
ing at Chatsworth. There was lead stored in his house apart
from that lying on the wharves at Bawtry.

A memorial to Samuel Watson was erected in Heanor
churchyard but how long after his death is not certain. In 1796
his grandson, White, records that he "paid....for painting and let-
tering monument to my grandfather, Heanor churchyard." This
may have been a small inscribed slab. In 1802 and 1806 we find
White making further payments for the repair of "grandfather's
monument at Heanor",

It was about this time that White considered his grandfather
merited a monument that proclaimed his fame and counteracled
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the growing belief that the Chatsworth carvings were Gibbons's
work. He designed a new monument to be placed in the chancel
of Heanor church. The present writer came upon his annotated
design for this among the drawings of Samuel Watson at
Chatsworth.” Shortly after this discovery he went to see the bro-
ken pieces of Samuel Watson's monument which lie in the ves-
try of Heanor church. They have been stored there since the
church was partially demolished and rebuilt in 1981, Prior to
this the monument was fixed to the south wall of the nave on
two corbels. A very indistinct photograph exists from which he
made the following sketch. This serves as a comparison with
White Watson's drawing, enables us to consider the monument's
chequered fortunes and lastly, by drawing attention to one inter-
esting detail, leads us back to a final discussion of the work at-
tributed to Grinling Gibbons at Chatsworth.

_ It would appear that White Watson modified his drawing and
that the monument, now in fragments, was his finished design.
His initial drawing was of a floor-based monument; the one exe-
cuted was a mural tablet. Glover described it as a "very hand-
some mural monument;" Cunningham, who had some
pretensions as a poet, sneered at White Watson's "doggerel epi-
taph" which, in his view, claimed too much for Samuel Watson.

Watson is gone, whose skilful art display'd,

To the very life whatever nature made:

View but his wondrous works in Chatsworth hall,
which are so gazed at and admired by all,

You'll say,'tis pity he should hidden lie,

And nothing said to revive his memory.

My mournful friends, forbear your tears,

For I shall rise when Christ appears.
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Drawing of "Grinling Gibbons's Masterpiece"
from L, Jewitt's Chatsworth, (1872}, p 31.
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According to Glover the monument was in the chancel in 1829
but by 1879, when Cox saw it, it had been moved to the south
wall of the nave.” Perhaps this move accounted for the loss of
the palms of glory held by the two cherubs. The cherubs and the
turtle doves survive among the fragments.

In his drawing White Watson 'illuminates' his grandfathers
tablet by an obelisk, the ancient Egyptian symbol for a sun's ray,
and crowns it with a sun in splendour. This symbolism was
omitted from the mural tablet as executed and the obelisk be-
came more triangular. More interestingly the design contains al-
ternative personal allusions to his grandfather, both to be
suspended from a seroll, inscribed 'PEACE', by a chain, The
first is a portrait medallion such as his grandfather might have
cut in lime wood. This was rejected in favour of a shield of the
Watson arms which was more prominent. This was carved on
the tablet and survives in two pieces today. It is a coat of arms
used by the Watsons of Frendbury, Kent and Walpett, Suffolk.?
White Watson probably assumed it without authority.

However, it is the portrait medallion which is of interest in
the Watson-Gibbons debate. It seems to the writer that White
Watson may have sketched the carved wooden medallion, which
survives at Chatsworth in a glass case and is attributed to Grin-
ling Gibbons. In the same case are other pieces of wood carv-
ing including a superb point-lace cravai, a dead woodcock and
fragments of flowers, closed pea-pods and leaves. The prove-
nance of these items is not known but once again Horace Wal-
pole's unacceptable atiribution has stuck. He tells us that "when

Gibbons had finished his work at that palace (Chatsworth) he

presented the Duke with a point cravat, a woodcock and a medal

with his own head, all preserved in a glass-case in the gallery.”* -

Walpole gives no source for this assertion. The strange mis-
cellany was possibly assembled in the early eighteenth century
from unrelated fragments that do not form a composition.
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Neither Gibbons nor Watson—mnor any other carver for that mat-
ter—would have made such a presentation to the Duke. The
cravat and the medallion, individually, would have been present-
able, though one would have expected the Duke's own portrait to
have been on the medallion. Horace Walpole was presumably
associating these pieces with an unlocated composition by Gib-
bons which is described by George Vertue:

A curious piece of Carving in wood by G. Gibbons being a
point Cravat; in the middle several musical instruments fruit
flowers, a Meddal hanging to a chair (chain?) all set on a
green ground and in a frame.”

This is obviously quite a different composition from the
pieces at Chatsworth. It contained musical instruments, fruit
and a chain, none of which is among the Chatsworth miscellany
where the dead woodcock is a strange intrusion. These incon-
gruities did not worry Green, who considered the composition
described by Vertue to be that now exhibited at Chatsworth
which, interestingly, has been set upon a green ground in a
boxed frame very recently.

Not only are they not the same but there is good reason to
suppose the Chatsworth pieces are by Samuel Watson. The fact
that White Watson placed what appears to be a sketch of the me-
dallion on the design for his grandfather's monument suggests
that he knew it was a self portrait of Samuel. If it is then this is
the only portrait we have of him, since the one painted by Sir
James Thornhill, which White Watson showed to Glover, re-
mains untraced.”” Portrait medals are not uncommon in baroque
wood carvings. There is another carved example and drawings
for two more by Watson at Chatsworth. The first is a portrait in-
scribed CAROLUS II DEI GRATIA, which is incorporated in
an overdoor in the State Bedroom. The two drawings for
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overdoors contain a portrait of the 4th Earl (Ist Duke) and possi-
bly his Countess.

Drawing by Samuel Watson for an overdoor at Chatsworth,
with medallion head of Charles II.

The woodcock, the flowers and leaves could be pieces bro-
ken from the panels in the state rooms; there is nothing which
- obviously identifies them as Gibbons's work. This leaves the
cravat, the finest piece in the group, which has been ascribed to
Gibbons since Walpole made his dubious assertion. Jackson-
Stops was the last in a long line who followed Walpole because,
as he says, the cravat was "always accepted as Gibbons's work."
Yet there is no reason why the cravat could not be by Watson.
The claim for him is more strongly backed by circumstantial
evidence, .

Finally, to strengthen the attribution of the cravat, medallion
and other items to Watson, (here is a_ hitherto unnoticed drawing
by him at Chatsworth for an over-door. Ii consists of a carved
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cravat and portrait medallion with an earl's coronet as central
motifs; around and behind them are wind instruments, an open
music score, cherubs' heads, drapes and two chaplets of roses
and laurel. It has more in common with the Gibbons panel de-
scribed by Vertue than the fragments surviving in the glass case
at Chatsworth. However, it was certainly drawn by Watson for
Chatsworth. The earl's coronet gives it a date before 1694 when
William Cavendish became the first Duke of Devonshire and the
portrait on the medallion, suspended on a ribbon, is surely his.

Drawing by Samuel Watson for an overdoor at Chatsworth
with cravat, portrait medallion and coronet of
William, 4th Earl and 1st Duke of Devonshire,

All earlier writers have confused Samuel's dates of birth and
death, the relationship of his sons and grandson and the length of
his working career. Thompson follows earlier writers and tells
us that he arrived at Chatsworth in 1689 "and continued to la-

‘bour with immense industry until his death in 1715",% yet
Thompson informs us that his last known payment was for work
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for the second Duke in 1708 and that Watson's hand was no
longer as sure. Watson did not stay until his death. The pay-
ment for work done in 1711 may have been his last. ™ If this is
50, then George Vertue's statement, that he "workt and lived at
Chatsworth for 20 years," is true.

He had married late a woman who was seventeen years his
junior. He retired to Heanor, not Bakewell as has been claimed,
*! and spent the last years of his life on his small farm. His three
sons were born there. However, illness soon robbed him of his
great carving skill and perhaps the only surviving item of his
work there is a blank oval mural tablet, topped with cherubs,
which is inside the west tower entrance to Heanor church. Could
this have been intended for himself and was it one of the ‘blanks'
referred to in the inventory of his goods?

The Watsons of Heanor

Ralph Watson = Bridget Townsend

of Heanor, d.3Jan-1718
husbandman
bur, 9 June 1713

Samuel Watson = Katherine

of Heanor, daughter of George Greensmith
Carver of Pilsley, near Chatsworth
bap. 2 Dec 1662 d. 21 Sept 1739 aged 60

bur, 31 Mar 1715 [

I I I
Henry Bridget John Elizabeth Ralph

'l
Sarrguel | Henry = Mary Bullock Samluel II = Deborah

bur. Heanor bap. Heanor d. 1796 bap.Heanor | White
17 Mar 1714 22 Apr 1714 8 June 1715
d. Bakewell 1786 d. Baslow
3 June 1778
f T '
Henry White = Anne

born 1760 d.Sept 151825
d.Bakewell  aged 46
8 July 1835
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Notes

The following works on Gibbons refer, to a greater or lesser degree, to

work supposedly done by him at Chatsworth and are discussed in this article.

H. Walpole 4necdotes of Painting in England, 3 vols. 1762-65
A. Cunningham The Lives of the Most Eminent British Painters,

Sculptors and Architects, London, 1829-33, Vol. II1.

9

H. Avray Tipping Griniing Gibbons and the woodwork of his age,
London, 1914

D. Green Grinling Gibbons, London, 1964

G. Beard The Works of Grinling Gibbons, London, 1989,

Neither Samuel's sons or grandson knew him. Some of his effects were
passed down to them and to their descendants, the Bradburys of
Bakewell.

Historical Manuscripts Commission. Egmont Mss. {citéd in Green p. 118)

P. Toynbee (ed.) 'Horace Walpole's Journals of Visits to Couniry Seats
etc' Walpole Society vol. XVE, 1927-28, p. 82 et seq.

Walpole Society, vol II, p 37.

W. Bray Sketch of a Tour into Derbyshire and Yorkshire, London, 1777,
p.169.

Chatsworth Mss. Collections for a History of Derbyshire, Bakewell
(compiled by White Watson and William Bateman).

S. Glover History and Gazetteer of the County of Derby, Derby, 1831,
vol. II, pp 225-226. White Watson says, "1830, June 15. Gave Mr Glover
of Derby, Publisher, an exact copy of this." Samuel Watsen's Book of Ac
counts and Drawings at Chatsworth. '

Ibid. p.227..

10 The main collection of drawings is at Chatsworth, The Derbyshire Re

cord Office at Matlock has a felio of drawings and a few are among
White Watson's papers at Alnwick Castle.

1T See R. Gunnis 'A Derbyshire Sculptor', Country Life, 9 Feb, 1951, p,393.

Gunnis thought the Ferrers monument was by Samuel Watson but it has
subsequently been shown to be the work of Gibbons and his assistant
Quellin. See J. D. Stewart, 'Some unrecorded Gibbons monuments’, Bur-
lington Magazine Vol CV, March 1963, pp. 125-126.
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12 L. Jewiit, Chatsworth, 1872 p.31; F. Thompson, Chatsworth, London,
1949, Pp-234, 136. ' :

1.3 G. Jackson-Stops, 'Duke of Creation', Country Life, 9 April, 1994,
pp 55-57.

14 D. & 8. Lysons Magna Britannia, London 1806-1822, (Volume the Fifth,
containing Derbyshire) p.153.

15 Beard op. cit p.42.

16 G. Beard and C. Gilbert (eds.) Dictionary of English Furniture Makers,
1660-1840, London, 1986, p.1015.

17 Chatsworth Mss. Watson's Book of. Accounts and drawings.
18 Beard and Gilbert, p.551.

19 T. Brighton, '‘Bakewell Stone and the Building of Chatsworth House',
Journal of the Bakewell & District Historical Society, 1997, (no.24.)

20 Thompson.op. cit. p.185.

21 Newsletter no.59, Feb, 1979 p.2. Heanor and District Local History
Society.

22 See White Watson's Cash Book, 1796-1833 (in the possession of
Mcr. P. Robinson of Bakewell).

23 Chatsworth Mss, Designs, Agreements and Bills of Carved—Work
executed at Chatsworth by Samuel Watson, 1690-1712 etc. etc. efc.
The drawings are pasted into a sketchbook of silhouette designs by
White Watson and items by Henry Watson are included, White
Watson's drawing for his grandfather's monument was extracted from his
voluminous memoranda and refers to a 'letter page 17' which has not yet
been traced.

24 J. C. Cox The Churches of Derbyshire, vol 1V, 1879, p.239.

25 Sece Burke's General Armory. White Watson is said to have used these i
arms himself, See M. Craven 4 Derbyshire Armory, Derbyshire Record
Society, 1991, pp.171-172. The arms are:- Barry of 6 argent and gules 3
crescents ermine on a chief of the 2nd 2 broken lances in saltire or.

26 Walpole p.82 ef seq.
27 Walpole Society (Vertue I) vol XVIII, 1929-1930, p.160
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28 Glover p.225, 1t may be that the medallion portrait was taken from
Thornhill's portrait of Watson. Beard {p192) believed the medallion to be
a self portrait of Gibbons, stating it is similar to the drawing of him by
Sir John Baptist Medina". Green (p119) regarded the medallion as a
puzzle "for it shows the head of a Flemish apprentice, wearing his own
hair, Just but only just conceivably could it be Gibbons before his
transformation into the bewigged master-carver of the Modena panel".

29 Thompson, p.36

30 In his book of drawings and accounis his last payment is for 29th
September 1711 when he received £78 15 2d for stone carving outside
the house. '

31 1. J. Briggs Worthies of Derbyshire, 1859, p.579
The writer wishes to express his thanks to the Duke of Devon-

shire and the Chatsworth Settlement for permission to consult
and publish material from the Chatsworth archives.
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THE DUKE of RUTLAND'S TENANTS' LIST of 1799
George Challenger -

Since the 1970s when I transcribed pre-inclosure maps of
Bakewell town and parish, I have wondered if the numbers on
them would ever be explairied. They have been, thanks to photo-
graphs taken by Dr Trevor Brighton of the 1799 terrier, or ten-
ants’ rental list, in Haddon Hall. He had the opportunity when
he was working on a survey of Haddon Park for Haddon Estate.
I transcribed the list onto a spreadsheet some twenty pages long.

The list has columns for the tenants' names (there are one
hundred and sixty nine plus thirty six potato gardens at Wicksop
as well as some 'in hand’ woods); number of the. field or part of
an open field or meadow; what Wwas rented (eg shop, house, barn,
yard, garden, orchard, piece of land or right to use common
land); and area in acres, roods and perches. The columns for
value per acre and rent were not filled in and the only sums are
£10 paid by Richard Arkwright 'For turning the course of the
River Wye to the use of his Cotion Manufactery' and 2 shillings
paid by Lord Melbourne 'For land at Burton Closes the bound-
ary unknown', In a few places decims, or hundedths of a square
chain (one tenth of an acre), are mentioned.

Most of the tenants were men but there were a few women
like ‘Bradbury, Widow Eliz. & Daughter Frances'. Widow Ann
Ridyard, besides having 16 items of her own, was joint tenant
with Robert Simpson of "The Corn Water Mill & Dwelling
house'. In some cases people with the same name are distin-
guished by their occupations eg 'Smith, William, (hatter). Over-
seers of the Bakewell Poor and the Trustees, of the Turnpike
Road were tenants, the latter of the toll bar at Ashford town end.
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George Challenger: The Duke of Rutfand's Tenants' List of 1789

The main units of land in the open ficlds were Tands', (he
strips shown on the 1799 parish map. A set of strips one chain
times one furlong came (0 one acre bul lands varied between 5
and 73 perches. (4 roods make an acre and 40 perches make a
rood.) Pikes, headlands and pieces are also mentioned in whal
were presumably still open fields worked in rotation. A pike was
a pointed strip in the angle of a field. In Little Deepdale furlong
in Stonedge Field (presumably arable land) Charles Haddock
had '5 south stints'. Stints are normally a unit of grazing on com-
mon pasture. In common pastures the unit was a gate (gait), the
right to graze one cow or an equivalent of sheep. In the common
meadows the unit is a hook, presumably referring to the imple-
ment uscd for cutting hay. This is not 1o be confused with a
piece of land called 'hook' because of its shape.

One of the longest entries is for William Hardwick who held
76 lands and various other picces in open fields, meadows and
common pastures totalling, with a little 'un-common' land, 44
acres. :

Some inclosed fields were known as '10 acres' (measured as
9. 1. 0), '4 acres' (3.1.6) and '6 acres’ (5.0.0).

There is a 'house in two dwellings', presumably a pair of
semi-detached houses or a house divided into flats. Dorothy
Wheldon had a dwelling in the Town Hall and scveral people
had housces in the "ancient Market house'. Jane Grammar paid (or
‘The liberty of putting Bow Windows to George Gould's Shop i
the Market Place'. John Greaves had 'ground to give him a Pas-
sage from his Freehold House to the Beastmarket'. Sicel Tatlow
paid for "Fhe watering place below Gilbert Flat'. James Leedham
had a 'Ropemakers Shop & Weaving Rooms, the Ropewalk' and
Henry Milward also had 'A Ropewalk & Building in Moorhall-
close’. Joshua Bingham had a bleaching ground. Slaughter-
houses, bakehouses, public houses and blacksmiths' shops are
mentioned.
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I had seen many of the place names before, notably as notes
made by Dick Allcock on visits (o Haddon Hall, but many are
new to me. I list some which may be of interest. For those who
- would like to delve more, there is interesting work putting the
place names on the maps (see an example done by Jan Stetka for
the Burton area); looking for signs of earlier fields on the ground
and analysing holdings of different tenanis.

In Stonedge Field: Milking greave, Bowling Green fur-
long, Rollingstone acre, Freestone furlong.

In Middle Field: Stocking furlong, Nether Surgy,
‘Hungerford furlong, Pit furlong, Greenhill Shutt,
Woodcock acre.

In Far Field: Gallows acre, Withers furlong, Bottomings
furlong, Goat furlong, Swindale, Cheany Lane end,
Farthings Ways.

Elsewhere: Morgan pingle, Tankards pingle, Buckton
pingle, Wren Park, Paddle orchard, Mossylea, Rye Close,
Hernshaw Knoll, Hungry Bently, Cross close, Hanging
close, Castle Meadow, Johns Bank, Appletree close,
Cheetham Meadow, Bagshaw close, Throstle Meadow,
Windy Harbour, Toddering close, Liitle Stonepit close,
Bye flat, Limekiln close, Mesne close, Joule close,
Fowlscroft, Bowling alley.
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CHARLEY DOWNES OF ASHFORD
Lillias Bendeli

At the far famed Ashford Marble Works
Upon the River Wye

Amongst a jolly company

There works my friend and I,

My friend is known as Charley Downes
By all our gallant crew

So if you'll list a little while

I'll describe him unto you.

For thirty three long years

He worked upon the place

And worked at the marble

With a smile upon his face.

But for being upright and honest
One day he got the sack,

So he started off to Sheffield

With his pack upon his back.

And though it grieved him very sore
To leave the dear old place

Dame Fortune looked on him once more
With a smile upon her lace

And when he got to Shelfield
Amidst some friends he knew

He to the New Town Hall did go
Where he got some work o do.

And so he setiled down o work
At which he did his best.
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MARBLE WORKS, ASHFORD,
DIERBYSHIIRIE,
ESTABLISHED IN 1748,

JOSEPH TWIGG, AND 0.,

Beg to announce that they have taken the above Works, and are now in full possession of ail
their pecalisr privileges, and sre prepared to supply the Trade with the varicus Marbles—for which
the neighbourhnod of Ashford-in-the.Water is ao justly celebrated—in Block, from their oxtensive
quarries,

They take this opportunity, respectfully, to inform the Nobility, Geniry, and Public generally,
thet they sontinue to carry on the menufagture, (by the ald of their very efficient water-power
machinery), of Chimney Pieces, Monuments, Tembs; Tablets, Columns, Baths, Stabs, Mortars, and
uvery other article, for the formation of which marble is applicable, on the most moderate terms.

A variety of Designs for Monuments, Tablets, &c., are kept at the works for inspection ; and,
geporally, a variety of Chimney Pieces, and other flnished work, will bo exhibited in their Show
Room. .

The most prompt attention will be given to all orders and instrnetions, with which they may
be fuvoured, for marble work of whetever kind; end in soliciting the patronage of the Trade,
and of the Nobility, and Public generaily, J. T. and Co, beg to siute that eny work which they
undertake to perform, either by contract or gtherwise, shell be executed in such & manner aa
cannot be surpassed, either as to terms or workmenship, by sny existing menufactery.

J. T. & Co. feel no hesitation or delicacy in stating that, as they are now but just scommenc-
ing Business on their own ecoonnt, their Shiow Room and Premises are not so amply stored as
they conld wish them to bej; bui they feel asgured that, by strict wasiduity and ettention—
fair and upright dealing, a very fow years will place them in such a position a3 to render the invi-
tation to their Friends and the Public to look over these sNOIENT TIMR-HONOURED Wongs, far
more satisfactory than at the present time.

ALL ARTICLES PURCHASED FROM J. T. & Co. ARE 5APELY PACEED, 4ND FORWARED TO ANT PALT OF
THE XINODOM.

Joseph Twigg's advertisement in 1855
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So alf the men did all agree
That he could stand the test:

But as he worked away the stone
He could not help but think
About the famous marble works
Upon the River's brink.

[n that busy smoky town
My friend in favour grew
And was held in high esteem
By everyone he knew.

But the hand of time changes brings
To things both old and new

And so to dear old Shefficld

He had to bid adieu.

So he started on his journcy

- To Ashford Town once more
And went to work at the marble works
As in the days of yore.

He received a hearty welcome

By all our goodly crew

For all of us look on him

As a friend both good and true.
And if [ feel a bit depressed
When the work is rather rough
I'm soon revived by the influcnce
Of a pinch of Charley's snufl.
With the snuff box in his hand
We imbibe the soothing powder -
And when we take an extra pinch
It makes us sneeze the louder,
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And when by ailments I'm attacked
Too numerous to mention

To Charley's good old snull box

I pay my best attention.

When in love affairs I'm troubled
And feel a little bluff ‘
To my friend [ fly and heave a sigh
For an extra pinch of snuff.

And in his own good natured way
He gives me good advice

Which when [ strictly [ollow
Always leads me free from strife.

And yet he keeps our shop alive
With merriment and mirth

And makes us all feel jolly

As the merriest folks on earth.

He always speaks his mind
Unto the men or boss

And [ see a twinkle in his eye
When he gets a little cross.

But to you about my friend

I have disclosed enough

And hope you will not forget him
With his little box of snuff.

This poem is one of Charlotte Downes's collection dating
from the turn of the century. She lived in Court Lane, Ashford,
with her husband, Charles, and two teenage daughters, Mary and
Jeannie.

Charles was an experienced marble mason; this had been his
trade from childhood,

"For thirty-three long years
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He worked upon the place”

In 1889 a decision was made in Sheffield to build a new
Town Hall. An architectural competition was held with Alfred
Waterhouse as the adjudicator. The design of E. W. Mountford
was chosen, unusual in being asymmetrically shaped, with the
clock tower situated at the corner of the building. Work began
in 1891, the external structure buill of stone from Stoke Hall
quarry near Grindleford. In 1893 a change was made to the
plans, to line the main staircase and corridors with marble, add-
ing £2,335 1o the cost of the building. This was not without op-
position initially and involved the personal intervention of Sir
Frederick Mappin, who demanded a second vole at & council
meeling which resulted in a reverse of an original decision
against the use of marble.

Today we see a wonderfully ornate vestibule, magnificent
staircase and 150ft long marble corridor. Fletcher, in A Descrip-
tion of Sheffield Town Hall writes,

"The walls of the vestibule are lined with polished Hopton
Wood stone, relieved by columns of Trish marble, and the
ceiling is handsomely enriched. Passing through the vesti-
bule, the grand staircase comes immedialcly into view,
and the visitor is treated to a display of perhaps the finesl
collection of British marbles to be found in any building.
The staircase hall is 40 fi. square, and, like the vestibule, is
paved with marble, and a marble staircase, 10 ft. wide, car-
ried on arches supported by marble columns leads to the
reception rooms on the first floor. Beautiful marble from
Hopton Wood (Derbyshire), the familiar Derbyshire spar,
the beautiful black lustrous marble of Ashburton (Devon),
red Devon stone and limestone from Barrow-in-Furncess,
are lavishly displayed; the rich dark greys of the latier har-
monizing richly with the alabaster and  Devonshire
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varieties. A special feature is the fine show of green Con-
nemara marble, which is most difficult to work. It runs
along the plinth and rail, and gives tone to the whole
display. '

The Corridor

Immediately at the head of the staircase mentioned previ-
ously is the grand corridor, 150 ft. long by 10 ft. wide,
with its marble-lined walls, marbie floor, and vaulted ceil-
ing, This corridor gives access to the reception rooms,
which occupy the whole length of the building facing Pin-
stone Street. 1t is lined, as is the entrance hall, with Brit-
‘ish marbles, and the floor is a rich floral mosaic, the work
of Messrs. Patterson of Manchester. The beautiful groined
cetling is left plain for future treatment. The marble is
most delicately and harmoeniously treated, and visitors will
not fail to be charmed throughout the building by the artis-
tic blending of colour. Broad bands ol Derbyshire spar
and Barrow-in-Furness limestone, intercepted by pilasters
of granite with bases of Ashburton marble, are carried
from end to end of the corridor, recalling to the mind
memories of the treasures of Chatsworth. The display of
marble, indeed, cannot be surpassed even by the Palace of
the Peak."

This vast use of marble required skilled craftsmen and [ think
it is reasonable to believe that a person of Charles Downes's ex-
perience and calibre would have been very sought after. There
is no concrete evidence, at present, that he lived and worked in
Sheffield, only the anonymous lines writlen in Charlotle's hand.
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UHTRED:
THE FOUNDER OF BAKEWELL TOWN

Jan Stetka

The booklet King Edward the Elder’s Burh (Stetka, 1997) intro-
duced Earl Uhtred as the founder of Bakewell Town, in the earty
10th century. This article attempts to trace Uhtred's ancestry
and to document his history, as an aid to understanding the foun-
dation of Bakewell Town.

But first, how shall we pronounce his name? We are helped
here by the scribes who were attempting to write Old English
names in the Latin text of the Domesday Book. They listened to
Anglo-Saxon names, such as Uhtred, and wrote down phoneti-
cally what they heard in Latin.

This was about 150 years after the {oundation of Bakewell
and the Domesday Book tells us numerous occurrences of the
name Uhired. They are concentrated in Yorkshire (37 occur-
rences), Lancashire (5), Derbyshire (3), Cheshire and Stalford-
shire. However tn cvery case the Latin scribe wrote VCTRED,
The introduced 'c' now helps us with the pronunciation as
"Uchtred" where

'w' is long as in 'cool

'ch' is guttural as in Scots 'loch’

'e" is short as in 'bet"

This form of the name Uchtred also enables us (o know
where his ancestors came from, for it is not German but it is
Dutch. In fact it is an old Friesland form, where it occurs as
Tjiich{tred). We can even locate the arca of Friesland from
which his ancestors probably came as the modern Tjeukemecer in
central Friesland.?

67



Bakewell and District Historical Sociery Journa! Yolume 20

¥ GWYNEDD

POWYS -

’

MAGONSATE

MIDDLE ANGLES

HWICCE
GWENT ¢/ MIDDLE  EASTAR
? SAXONS SAXONS

g 5 WESSEX SURREY TRIW

SUSSEX o f
CORNWALL - ey
(WEST WELSH*

? 2.0 40 0 80 100 mi les

Districts in Anglo-Saxon times
taken from Swanton, Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, 1996,

68



Jean Stecka: Uhtred, the Founder of Bukewell Town

Friesland, in the northern Netherlands, was subject to much
flooding from the North sea in the first millennium AD. Aboul
half of Friesland was lost under the Waddenzee. The old coast
can still be seen as a string of islands, the Wadden Eilanden, to
the north. It is this incursion of the sea which is thought to have
prompted inhabitants to seek new land in Britain from the 5th
century AD. Here they seem to have settled as Angles who, of
course, gave us the name England.

The Angles settled in East Anglia, Middle Anglia (the Mid-
lands) and West Anglia known as Mercia (the Borderlands).
Mercia bordered on Northumbria (North of the Mersey), Wessex
(South of the Avon), the Midlands (lo the East) and Wales (to
the West). It was populated by ancient British, of Celtic culture,
Romano-British, trying to perpetuate the Roman culture, and
ruled by the Angles.

It is in an area of Mercia called Hwicce, broadly the land east
of the river Severn, that we pick up the trail of Uhtred's ances-
tors. An Uhtred and his brother Ealdred governed Hwicce in the
8th century, as under-kings to Offa, King of all Mercia. Two
charters of AD757 and 775 record 'Ealdred, with the consent of
his brother Uhtred and of Offa, King of Mercia, granting land
near Huntingford (Gloucester)'.

Another charter of AD770 records Uhtred, under-king of 1he
Hwicee, organising 'the necessary defence of strongholds against
cnemies’. By this time Mercia had grown (o incorporate the
Midlands and receive taxes from outlying tribal areas such as
Peak Land. The people of Peak Land were an independent iribe,:
of Celtic stock, but highly influenced by Anglian culture and
paying tribute to Offa to the value of 1200 silver pennices, or five
pounds of gold, once or twice per year. Badeca, the first re-
corded resident of Bakewell, has an Anglian name.

During Offa’s time, Mercia had taken much of the Saxon
Kingdom but in AD829 the Saxon King Egbert conquercd
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Mercia and the Northumbrians acknowledged his overlordship al
Dore, near Sheffield. This was however reversed in 830 when
Wiglaf recovered the kingdom of Mercia. During the time of
Mercian supremacy in the 8th and 9th centuries, the Angles of
Northumbria often acted in concord with the Angles of Mercia.
For instance, the kings of Northumbria and Mercia were present
with their nobles at a council of 816 which forbade monasteries
to grant leases of their property to laymen for more than the term
of one life. :

It is not surprising therefore that the first mention of Uhtred,
the founder of Bakewell Town, is in Northumbria. But first we
have to set the scene with the Viking invasions of the later 9th
century.

The Great Army of the Danes entered Northumbria and oc-
cupied York in 866. The Danes appointed an Englishman as
tributary king and moved to Nottingham. The Mercian king
bought peace with the Danes who moved on to East Anglia.
Here the Anglian King Edmund was killed and subsequently
" recognised as a saint. The Danish army moved on to Reading
and King Alfred bought peace. However the Danish army took
London in 871.

By 876 most of the present Yorkshire was settled by the
Danish. By 877 the Danes had partitioned Mercia and settled in
the east, including Derby and Nottingham. By 878 King Alfred
had retreated to Athelney in the Somerset marshes.

it is at this stage that Alfred reversed the Danes’ advance by
his policy of concentrating his forces in fortified garrisons called
burhs. By this means he retook the south of England culminat-
ing in the occupation of London in 886AD. On a wider scale, he
formed alliances with the earls ruling what remained of English
Mercia and Northumbria.

To the ruler of English Mercia, Earl Ethelred, King Alfred
entrusted London, which had been part of greater Mercia during

70



Jan Stetkar Uhtred, the Founder of Bukewell Town

the period of Mercian supremacy. Also, (o cement their alliance,
Earl Ethefred married Alfred's daughter Ethelflacd in 889,

All the above history is extracted from Sir Frank Stenton's
Anglo-Saxon England.  His primary sources are the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicles and Saxon land charters. However the situa-
tion in Northumbria, where Uhtred was living, is much more dif-
ficult to reconstruct. All Northumbrian chronicles and charters
of the Viking period have been lost, probably during the ravages
of the north after the Norman conquest. Bul we do have the
writings of two authors who saw them before they were lost: the
Chronicle of Ethelweard and the Historia of Symeon of Durham,
in the mid 11th century.

Northumbria was divided into two: Bernicia, similar to mod-
ern Northumberland, and Deira, similar to modern Yorkshire.
Deira had fallen to the Danes but the English Earl Eadwull ruled
Bernicia from Bamburgh until 913.° He was much liked by
King Alfred and had two sons: Ealdred, the elder, and Uhtred.*
Notice the brothers have identical names to their ancestors in
Hwicce. '

In 899 King Alfred died and his son Edward, whom we
know as 'Edward the Elder', became king. e was already well
connected with Mercia where his brother-in-law was earl. He
formed the same bond with Ealdred of Bamburgh that their fa-
thers had.’

Ealdred was in line to become Earl of Bernicia when his fa-
ther died. Uhtred, as the younger brother, would have become
earl of the smaller province of Deira, but this was occupicd by
the Danes. In 906, there had been relative peace with the Danes
throughout England for 20 years and King Edward concluded a
treaty with the Danes of Northumbria and East Anglia.® Around
the time of this (reaty various arcas of England occupied by the
Danes were sold back o English thegns,
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In particular King Edward and Earl Ethelred commanded
Uhtred to buy most of the Peak Land from the Danes. It may be
difficult to understand why the Danes agreed (o sell their occu-
pied lands. However, forty years had passed since the Great
Army of the Danes had occupied York. During that period
Danes had seitled, intermarried and created a land market for the
first time in England. They had not evicted the Peak dwellers
from their prime agricultural land. Now the Peak dwellers paid
taxes to the Danes instead of to the Mercians. Place-name evi-
dence shows that the Danes settled in peripheral areas, e.g.
Flagg, Holme and Rowland, around Bakewell

From Uhtred's point of view he probably had an army,
craftsmen, and plenty of gold, but no prospect of his rightful in-
heritance-—Deira. Instead he settled (or the nearest equivalent—
Peak Land. From King Edward's and Earl Ethelred's points of
view they were placing English thegns in protective buffer zones
against the Danes. '

However, the Danes broke the peace and the wars began
again in 909, King Edward harried the Northumbrian Danes for
five weeks and compelled them to accept peace. However, in’
910 the Danes raided English Mercia but were pursued by Eng-
lish levies and overtaken at Tettenhall, near the present Wolver-
hampton. There the English won a conclusive viclory, the
Danish army was annihilated and three of their kings killed.

In 911 Earl Ethelred died and his wile Ethelflaed ruled Mer-
cia under the title Lady of the Mercians'. King Edward and his
sister Ethelflaed now began the best sustained and most decisive
campaign of the Dark Ages which would culminate in Bakewell
in 920. As with King Alfred, the campaign would involve the
building of many burhs. However there is a difference. King Al-
fred was retaking his own land and built his fortifications round
exisling towns, so many of Alfred's burhs are on the sites of
towns today. King Edward was taking land which neither he nor
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his family had ever owned, so he built his fortifications quickly
on land from which he could reach Danish armies. Just how
quickly he built can be judged from the following extracis from
the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles:

912 Between Rogation (late May) and midsummer (21
June), the burh was built at Witham, i.e. within a month.

913 Ethelflaed built the burh at Tamworth in early
Summer and after, before Lammas (1 August) built Staf-
ford burh, i.e. two burhs in six weeks.

914 King Edward went to Buckingham, stayed 4
weeks, and built burhs to erther side of the river.

918 Between Rogation (late May) and midsummer (21
June), King Edward built a burh at Stamford, i.e. within
a mornth.

919 King Edward went to Thelwall (in November) and
built and occupied a burh and repaired Marchester burh
{in December). '

920 Before midsummer, King Edward built a Notting-
ham burh. * After midsummer, he built and manned the
burh near Bukewell. This was probably Junc and July
judging from the above examples.

Thus the burhs of this campaign were usually buill in a
month, often achieved their objective in the following months
and were disposable thereafler,  This needs to be remembered
when examining the siight remains of the burh in the Coombus
meadows, ncar Bakewell. This burh certainly achieved its ob-
jective judging from (he Anglo-Saxon Chronicle record,
(wrongly dated therein as ADY24):

‘Then the King of the Scots and the whole Scottish na-

tion accepted him as father and lord; so also did Ragnald

73



Bakewell wnd District Historical Society Jowrnal Voluwme 20

(of York), and the sons of Eadwoll and all the inhabi-
tants of Northumbria, English and Danish. Norsemen
and others; and also the King of Strathclyde and all hlb
subjects’. :

Can you spot Uhtred? He is there in the company of kings
as the younger son of Eadwolf. As far as [ am aware this is the
first time that this has been deduced. Having held Peak Land
from about 906 to 920, in spite of the Viking wars around him,
he was reconfirming his allegiance to King Edward.

Ethelflaed had died in 918 and the Mercian Lords had pro-
posed her daughter Elfwynn as the new 'Lady ol the Mercians'".
However King Edward had her removed o a nunnery in Wessex
and ruled Mercia directly himself. You can now see the impor-
tance of Uhtred to King Edward. Edward did not trust the Mer-
cian lords and hence he chose the Northumbrian Uhtred to
govern Peak Land.

It would appear that Bakewell with its nearby burh beLame
the centre for north Derbyshire for at least the next 20 years®.
Roffe suggests that the Domesday Wapenlake of 'Hamenstan'
came into being in 920 at the culmination of Edward the Elder's
campaign of reconquest. Roffe also shows that, at least by
Domesday, Hamerstan extended from Glossop in the north to
Ashbourne in the south. The administration of through routes,
trade, justice, religion and tax collection of this area was sited at
Bakewell. Thus Bakewell came into being as a major adminis-
trative centre.

There was a Mercian rebellion in Chester in Y24AD, in con-
junction with the Welsh; King Edward suppressed the rising and
died locally a few days later. He was succeeded by his son Ath-
elstan who was far more acceptable to the Mercians, having
been brought up at his aunt Ethelflaed’s courl in Tamworth.

Ragnald, the Norse ruler of York, had died in 921 and bheen
succeeded by Sihtric. He had ignored King Edward but he
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proposed an alliance with the new King Athelstan and in 926 he
married Athelstan's sister at Tamworth.  Whilst at Tamworth
King Athelstan confirmed to Uhtred the land which Uhtred had
bought twenty years earlier. This is recorded in Birch Charter
no. 658 and reads:

'Athelstan, king of the Anglo-Saxons, (confirmation) to
Uhtred, for 300 mancuses of gold, 60 manentes of land
at Hope and Ashford, the estate he had bought from (he
Danes by order of King Edward and Ethelred for 20
pounds of gold and silver'.

The values in this charter are interesting. Uhtred had boughl
land that he could tax at 1200 silver pennies or 5 pounds of gold
p.a. for 20 pounds, i.e. he had bought it for aboul four years'
taxes and then held it for 20 years; a good reward for his serv-
ices. He now had to pay the new King Athelstan 300 mancuses
of gold; at 30 pennies to the mancuse or 8 mancuses to the
pound, this is about 40 pounds of gold. It will take him about
eight years worth of raxes to get this back. 1t looks as though
Uhtred is paying for the wedding! :

The amount of land is also interesting. A manente is a ham-

let servicing the basic unit of agriculture—the carucate of
Domesday Book. In the Domesday Book, Saxon Ashford had
22 carucates, Bakewell bad 18 carucatcs and Hope had. 10 caru-
cates. Thus the amount of land for which Uhtred is paying
stretches well past Bakewell. Other authors, such as Stenton and
Roffe, have suggested that this charter relates 1o land from (he
Hope Valley in the north to Darley Dale in the south,

What is interesting is that in 906 this was described as ‘land
at Hope and Ashford', 1.e. Ashlord was recognised as the princi-
pal scttlement of the Wye Valley. This is quite logical since the
principal Saxon trackway, the Portway, crossed the Wye at Ash-
ford. However, alter AD920, with the choice of site for the burh
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and the development of agriculture in the area, Bakewell would
have become the principal settlement.

The reality of the situation was that Uhtred needed King
Athelstan's protection for Peak Land as much as Athelstan
needed Uhtred to hold this buffer zone. During 926 Athelstan
passed laws to safeguard property and trade at his Saxon towns
such as Bakewell.

In 927 Sihtric died and the new Norse ruler would not hon-
our the alliance with King Athelstan who therefore invaded
Northumbria. The Norse ruler retreated to Ireland and Athelstan
received the submission of the King of Scotland, the King of
Strathclyde and Ealdred, Uhtred's brother, lord of Bernicia.

Uhtred at this time was termed a 'soldier and a leader’. He
was a frequent visitor to the court of King Athclstan where his
name appears in the list of witnesses (o charters. By 930 he was
termed earl, which would usually indicate being governor of a
much larger territory than Peak Land. Stenton suggests that he
was now governor of all of northern Mercia.

In 939 Athelstan died and his brother Edmund became king.
Olaf the Viking invaded from Ireland and by 940 had not only
retaken York but had moved as far south as Tamworth. In 942
King Edmund regained control of Danelaw bul in 946 he was
killed and his brother Eadred became King.

In 949 Eric 'Bloodaxe' descended on York and was aceepted
by the Northumbrians as king. The English King Eadred in-
vaded Northumbria and removed Eric from York. In this same
year King Ealdred bestowed a charter on Earl Uhtred which is
Birch charter no. 884 and reads: '

'Eadred, King of the English, ruler of the Northumbrians,
emperor of the heathen (Viking) and protector of the
Britons, to Earl Uhtred Land at Badecanwelle free of all
but the three common dues'.
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Eadred's epithets are perfectly understandable in view of his
successful remaoval of Eric the Viking from York. However,
why is Uhtred being re-granted land at Bakewell which he al-
ready holds? The clue is in the phrase 'free of all but the three
common dues’. Such granis are explained by Stenton as follows:

‘Many documents which on the surface seem to be grants
of land to laymen in the king's service were really in-
tended to free an estate from public burdens in order that
a monastery might be founded upon it. Even when a no-
ble wished to found a religious house on land already in
his possession he would usually obtain a new grant of
that land from the king. Nothing but a royal charter
coutd free land from the king's dues and services, and
defeat the claims of expectant heirs. [t is this aspect of
the charter which explains the remarkable fact that an
Old English king could make charters purporting to
grant land to himself,

The king may still exact fyrd (army)-service, work on
bridges and fortifications {the three common dues) lrom
tts inhabitants, but the land shall remain thenceforward
free from all 'tribute' to king or earl. The king is, in fact,
removing every kind of secular burden from a portion of
his demesne in order that it may be devoted without en-
cumbrance to the service of religion’,

Thus the form of this charter confirms:
(a) Earl Uhtred already owned land at Bukewell, as
we suspectled.
(b)  He now wishes to grant the proceeds of this
land (o a religious housc.
The charter refers to a 'coenubium' at Bakewell. This is a -
church including a monastery. It is a 'minster' or monastery

77




Bakewell and District Historical Society Journal Volume 26

church for the area. Thus Bakewell had become a town and
Uhtred could be considered to be its founder.

In 955, King Eadred granted a charter to Earl Uhtred's suc-
cessor, 'Uhtred Cild', which is Birch charter no. 911 and reads:

'Eadred to pedisequus Uhtred Cild. Land at Chesterfield'.

The title 'pedisequus’, literally foot follower, means a royal
attendant and the title 'Cild', literally child, a young person of
noble birth. So by 955 Earl Uhtred had died and his successor
was in place.

I would guess that Uhtred was born in the mid 880s so that
he would be in his early 20s when he bought most of Peak Land
from the Danes in 906 or soon thereaflter. Thus he would be in
his mid 40s when he became an earl in 930 and in his mid 60s
when he endowed the minster church at Bakewell. He probably
died soon after, certainly by age 70.

His ancestors came from the land which used to be the major
sea power of the North Sea, Friesland. It was when Friesland
was conquered that the Viking nations became the major sea
power and were able, in their turn, to invade England. Uhtred
played a significant role in the absorption of many different
tribes of Anglo-Saxon, British or Viking origin into a country
ruled by one law and conforming to one religion. He witnessed
the dawn of our modern nation state. He lived up (o his name
which, in transfation, means 'wisdom of the light before dawn",

Although Uhtred became an earl, probably governing the
precursor of Derbyshire, and was frequently in the company of
kings, he wanted to be remembered at Bakewell. This I have
tried to do by reconstructing his history. I hope he would recog-
nise it.

1. B. Mitchell and F.C. Robinson, 4 Guide to Old English, (Blackwell,
1992) pages 14 and 15.
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2. Adolf Bach, Deutsche Namenkunde, (Heidelberg, 1953) Vol I1, para 368
3. A, Campbell, ed. Chronicle of Ethelweard, (London, [962) page 53,
4. T Arnold, ed Symeon of Durkam: Historia de Sancto Cuthberto,
(HMSO, 1882) page 209,
5. lbhid
6. M. Swanton, ed. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, {(London, 1997)
sub anno 906. page 94.
7. Ibid, sub anno 910, page 94.
D. Roffe,"The Origins of Derbyshire,' DAJ Vol.106, (1986), page 113.°
9. [Feilitzen, Pre-Conquest Personal Nanies of Domesday, (Uppsala, 1937).
See under 'Uht-',

Epilogue

What have we gotlelt of Anglo-Saxon Bakewell? We have two
sections of Anglo Saxon cross shafls in the c'hurchyard, and
about thirty seven pieces of sculptured stone in the south porch
and western end of the church nave. This collection represents
more than half of all the Anglo-Saxon sculptured stone [rag-

ments in Derbyshire. All the fragments are important picees of

art, besides being archaeological artifacts that provide informa-
tion on settiements. "As such it is important that these monu-
ments  are accorded  treatment  worthy  not  only™ of " an
archaeological site but also of previous picces of art.

This collection is all that remains to be scen of the Saxon
minster, which to judge from the variety and calibre of its sculp-
ture must have ranked high in the land of Mercia, Most of the
cross fragments are probably associated with Bakewell. The
two sections of cross shaft in the churchyard have heen moved
there from outlying arcas but since their iconography symbolises
church and state they now belong with the established church,

Thesc two sections of cross shaft exposed to the elements are
being abraded irreparably, when compared with (he photographs
accompanying Routh's survey made in the mid 1930s. Air pol-
tution and possibly acid rain are causing dreadful deterioration
to works of art of national standing. 1t is proposed (hat:
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i) Serious consideration should be given 1o moving
the cross’ shafts into the church and to carrying out
investigations regarding their current positions.

i) Straightforward information on these cross shafts
and the fragments ol sculpture should be prepared, so
that the public can appreciate them for the treasures (hat
they are.

All the above was proposed by R. and D. Hodges twelve
years ago, and others before them, but nothing has been done.
We have been put to shame by churches such as Ilkley which
moved its three cross shafts inside in 1983, Do visit Ail Saints
Parish Church at Ilkley and see how the iconography on ils
crosses is very similar to, but much more visible than, that on
the Bakewell crosses. Nolice how they have prepared straight-
forward interpretative displays and a booklet accessible to the
public.

It can be done. llkley provides a model for doing it. Is it not
ironic that Viking Yorkshire has kept better care of its Christian
monuments than the Anglo-Saxon Royal Manor of Bakewell? In
2006 it will be the 1100th anniversary of Uhtred's acquisition of
Peak Land. Let us make sure that his monuments are still legi-
ble when his anniversary arrives.
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THE BAKEWELL STANDARD

Hilary Clarke

Friday, February 8th, 1861.
“The launching of a vessel upon the ever-surging sea of

periodical literature has become so frequent an occur-
rence that the public manifest but little interest in its
name, ils cargo or its destination; neither can they be ex-
pected to participate in the anxiety of tis builders,
whether it should prove sea-worthy or otherwise.

"The design with which we have entered upon the pre-

sent undertaking was fully announced a short time since.

It may be considered almost unnecessary 1o dilate upon
the considerations which were then suggesied; but (he
public may reasonably expect us 1o announce the opin-
ions we shall esteem it our duty to advocate in (hese
columns.

"Believing that it is not the mission of the Press simply
1o serve as the index of public opinion, but also to guide
and direct it, we shall ever remain sensible of the respon-
sibility which we thus incur, and it shall ever be our con-
stant endeavour (o advance the interests of justice and
truth,

"While therefore retaining a strong and an ardent attach-
ment to our lime-honoured national institutions, which
we belicve o be the guarantee of religion, liberty, and
truth, we shall still lend our ready and carnest assistance
lo every prudent scheme of political and social improve-
meni, which we consider is better effecled by a gradual
devetopment than radical and indiscriminate change,
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"Our columns will also contain such an amount of inter-

esting

miscellaneous information upon the leading topics
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Hilary Clarke: The Bakewell Standard

of the day, the latest foreign intelligence, reports of par-
liamentary proceedings, and an amount of local intelli-
gence such as few local journals can offer to their
readers; while the utmost care will be observed to ex-
clude therefrom anything calculated to injure the morals
or vitiate the taste of any who may favour us with their
support.

"As the Bakewell Standard will be essentially a family
newspaper, the greatest caution will be exercised to
counteract the evil and debasing tendencies of a consid-
erable portion of the periodical literature of the present
day. _ :

"With regard to religious opinions we shall as far as
practicable endeavour to be neutral; believing that bitter
polemical strife between the various sections of the re-
ligious world is but little calculated to disseminate that
'righteousness which alone exalteth a nation.’

"We trust that the sails of our vessel, thus laden and
launched, will be speedily filled with the favourable
breezes of the cordial sympathy of all, and that she will
have a prosperous and successful voyage.”

Thus ran the editorial on the 8th February, 1861, heralding,
somewhat belatedly, the launch on the 2nd January that ycar of
Bakewell's own weekly newspaper, price one penny for eight
pages—three of foreign and general news, two of local ‘intelli-
gence', two of advertisements and one of 'metropolitan gossip'.
From the high moral tone of the first editorial it was apparent
that the editor hoped to educate and inform the people of
Bakewell with news from around the world—a far cry from lo-
cal papers today and their concern only with parochial affairs,
The launch of the paper coincided with the building of the
railway line through Bakewell and many were the reporis of
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disturbances by the navvies in the local hostelries. However, a
local chaplain attempted to occupy the men by opening a night
school in the Town Hall (then in King Street). They were pro-
vided with opportunities to learn the three Rs, and a separate
reading room, furnished with newspapers, periodicals and mate-
rial for letter-writing, was gratuitously provided. The rooms
were well-warmed by good fires.

The paper reported accidents in the construction of the rail-
way and that, at the funeral of a navvy kllled on the line, up-
wards of thirty men attended: "The whole were dressed in clean

“white slops (sic) and billy-cock hats and presented a tidy though

somewhat extraordinary appearance for a funeral. ‘The men
walked in a very orderly and thoughtful manner and the Rever-
end- Cornish, who conducted the ceremony, gave an appropriate
address, but from the force of the wind we fear the effect would
in great measure be lost upon those present.”

The rest of the Bakewell news concentrated on reports of
sermons preached, Sunday School treats, cricket matches, cattle-
market trading and prices fetched, the goings-on at Benefit Soci-
ety and Lodge meetings and occasional reviews given by the
Derbyshire Volunteers, membership of which was apparently de
rigeur for all the young bucks in the neighbourhood. Local
news covered the Wirksworth, Cromford, Tideswell and Baslow
areas. Petty sessions in Bakewell, Belper, Wirksworth and Ash-
bourne were all reported, as well as County Court sessions in
Bakewell. _ ,

A full report was given of the celebrations that took place on
the occasion of the marriage of the Prince of Wales on 13th
March, 1863. Subscriptions of £160 had been received. "Flags
floated from almost every home. Churchbells rang a merry peal
all day. At 10.30 a.m. the band of the Rifle Volunteers headed a
procession of thousands of men, women and children assembled
in the Square. A quarter of a mile in length, it processed over
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the bridge to the Union workhouse. Children then assembled in
Bath Gardens to receive buns, negus, oranges etc. At 12.30 p.m.
dinner was provided in a spacious marquee situated in the Cattle
Market to accommodate 800. R W M Nesfield in the Chair pro-
posed several toasts, with a speech commenting: 'Look where
we will we cannot find a community so happy as the one over
which it will be his destiny to reign. Where shall we find a na-
tion under God's heaven like England?' At four o'oclock the
women and children to the number of 1600 sat down to tea and
sandwiches, after which dancing commenced in the marquee. (It
is assumed from this that the dinner was provided for the men
only!) Al 8 o'clock a brilliant display of fireworks took place in
Bath Gardens and closed the day, which will ever be memorable
in the history of Bakewell."

The remarks of Mr Nesfield seem singularly inappropriate
when later that year there is a report of the opening of Bakewell
Cotton Mill after standing idle almost twelve months, The mill
had been purchased by the Duke of Devonshire from the Ark-
wright family and Messrs Jones & Son were renting the prem-
ises hoping to provide employment for 300 hands: "This will be
a good thing for the working class as well as the tradespeople of
Bakewell, as trade in Bakewell for the last 12 months has been
in a depressed state, but no doubt an amendment will soon be
visible.”

Five years later the paper was reporting the disastrous fire
that swept through the mill. The watchman had been alarmed by
the smell of burning in the early hours. "The most sirenous ef-
forts that could be were made, however, to extinguish or arrest
the spread of the fire, Not only was the mill old and the wooden
floors saturated with oil, but from the same cause the machinery
itself and the material it manipulated afforded the best possible
fuel for the flames. From every window volumes of flames
poured out lighting up the neighbourhood for miles around with
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almost noon-day brightness. A strong wind was blowing and
the work of destruction was soon complete. Within very little
more than an hour after the fire was discovered the roof fell in
with a tremendous crash. The nearest place whence a fire engine
could be obtained was Chatsworth House and some hours
elapsed before it could be got to the scene of the accident. Hap-
pily the effort made by the people of Bakewell prevented the fire
from spreading. The mill, which was 5 storeys high, was built
in 1779 and was insured with the Notts and Derbys Fire Office
for £3000, the working plant being insured by the Manchester
Fire Office for £7000. The loss is estimated at £10000. The to-
tal destruction of the mill, where about 150 poor people were
employed and who are now, in the worst part of the year, thrown
idle has cast quite a gloom on the neighbourhood."

It is to be hoped that some form of relief was afforded the
mill workers. In a previous year when there was a severe frost
and a heavy fall of snow there was little employment in Bakew-
ell for the poorer classes and much distress prevailed. A soup
kitchen was opened in Bath Street, the soup being sold at 1d a
quart. Coals were given to aged widows and others and the
church wardens distributed the Hulman donation of one peck of
oatmeal for almost every needy family in town.

On a happier note, the 5th Exhibition of the Bakewell Horti-
cultural Society was reported on the 18th August, 1869. The
event took place in Bath Gardens (lent for the occasion by the
President, R W M Nesfield). "The Gardens wore a very gay as-
pect and the ‘elite' of the neighbourhood were present. The
Chesterfield Prize Band, under the leadership of Mr Slack, per-
formed a selection of music during the afternoon. The show of
fruit was good, some excellent specimens of grapes, apricots,
peaches etc being supplied from the greenhouses of the gentry
and nobility of the neighbourhood. The potatoes were much
commended—the specimen would lead to the opinion that good
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crops may be anticipated. Turnips and carrots looked healthy
and onions were in advance of former years. Beans were large
and in good condition. Gooseberries, currants and strawberries
were large and well-ripened. The street was crossed with gar-
lands and arches. In the evening there was display of fireworks
conducted by Mr Cope of Sheffield."

These exiracts were taken from copies of the newspaper on
microfiche at the Local Studies Library, Matlock, supplied as a
complete run from the British Library in 1996. The last edition
is dated 28th August, 1869 and as far as known is the last of this
short-lived venture. It would seem there were always circulation
problems, with frequent variation in format and price. After a
few weeks, when these changes did not solve the problem, the
size and cost were reduced and the paper was circulated gratis to
the 'gentry, tradespeople, solicitors and innkeepers,' but this
move only delayed the inevitable for a short time. Ultimately it
was simply that a worthy enterprise on the 'ever-surging sea of
periodical literature’ weni down because a town the size of
Bakewell could not support its own newspaper-—7he Bakewell
Standard.

(The paper was printed by Joseph Buckley at his Newspaper
Printing Office, Wirksworth, in the County of Derby. Published
by him at the 'Standard' office, Bakewell, in the same county.)
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