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Ted and Betty Meeke.



CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

The millennium year arrived with a whimper and has hardly
ended with a bang—in Britain at least. The Dome and all it has
represented have hardly heralded a brave new world. Historians,
who use dates and events to chart man’s progress or otherwise,
are all too aware of the artificiality of the changing year, decade,
century or millennium. History is about the interplay of change
and continuity, the significance of which we are scarcely aware
of as we live through it. The Dome has been like almost all
those resolutions most of us make as a new year dawns, largely
abandoned before the year’s end. To most of us it does not seem
to have augured a year that has been markedly better than those
immediately preceding it. Yet, with the necessary hindsight, fu-
ture historians may reveal moments of significance we have not
yet comprehended. That is the very nature of history.

As for our little Historical Society here in Bakewell, we con-
tinue to indulge in our enquiries into the past and chose as our
‘emblem’ for the year 2000 the celebrated Bakewell pudding. It
- gave rise to an exhibition in the Old House Museum, a booklet
and articles tracing its history and authenticity, T.V. and radio
discussions and photocalls of Lord Hattersley eating puddings in
the Museum. This was history in the public eye and the town
and our society benefitted considerably. For years to come
Nancy Pulley, who made the excellent kitchen maid’s costume
and wore it for publicity photographs, will be identified as Mrs.
Ann Greaves of the Rutland Arms!

David Hey, our president, began the lecture programme in
March by reflecting on the research methodology he had used in
writing his recent book on English surnames. He then applied
this to some names peculiar to Derbyshire and our own locality.

5
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Members were surprised to discover how for centuries some
families had barely moved from a confined locality whose to-
pographical features had produced their surnames. Even today,
in an age of unprecedented fluidity and mobility, concentrations
of particular family names still remain in places where they first
arose. '

In April Sonia Preece gave us an illustrated talk on the Hard-
wick Estate and one of the oldest continuously working corn
mills in Britain, Stainsby Mill. This was followed up by a May
visit to Hardwick Old and New Halls, Stainsby Mill and Ault
Hucknall parish church—four fascinating buildings in close
proximity. The rector of Ault Hucknall gladly opened his fasci-
nating church, talked about it and served us with tea and biscuits
in it. A day which began with foul weather ended in glorious
sunshine in the charming churchyard.

Once again, in June, the annual summer party 1ook place in
the Museum. There was no music this year but the lively chatter
and the clink of crockery and cutlery brought the house to life
again, as Mrs. Greaves continued her baking undeterred.

Members will have noted, and some have readily remarked
on, the increasing cost of our outings to places of interest. The
Society makes no financial profit from these visits, nor has it
ever done so. The marked increase is in the cost of coach hire,
which in turn is governed by the rise in fuel costs. A lesser rea-
son is the late withdrawal of people who have booked a seat,
have not obtained a substitute and who do not pay the cost of the
coach fare. Thankfully there are very few such members.

Our second visit, in July, was to Lichfield to see the city’s
splendid Heritage Centre. Outside on their respective plinths are
the statues of two men who brought fame to the city, the great
Dr. Samuel Johnson and his famous friend and biographer,
James Boswell. Having paid literary homage we entered Sam
Johnson’s birthplace opposite. Now a museum and,

6



Chairman’s Report

appropriately, a bookshop, as in his father’s day, this fine Geor-
gian house splendidly tells us of the life and times of one of the
great writers and critics of the 18th century.

In contrast, in the cathedral close, we visited the equally ele-
gant Georgian house of Dr. Erasmus Darwin. This has recently
won awards as a museum of the life of Darwin, a poet, scientist,
inventor and medical practitioner. Time just allowed a quick
visit to the Cathedral. The day had been glorious and members
enjoyed foraging in pubs and teashops or picnicking by the Ca-
thedral Pool.

Resuming the Autumn lecture programme, Sue Kohler and
Meg Julian of the Friends of Sheffield Botanical Gardens, gave a
triumphant talk on the successful efforts to raise money to save
Sheffield’s once magnificent Botanical Gardens. They set the
Gardens in their early 19th century historical context, traced
their decline and then demonstrated how they, and especially the
superb glass conservatories, are being restored.

Trevor Brighton's October lecture looked at some of the
strange, eccentric, polychromatic pieces of armory that confront
us in the churches, houses and streets of Britain. He roamed
through the realms of mediaeval bestiaries and concluded in
Bakewell by highlighting the Manners Hotel. This pub displays
as its sign the arms of Cavendish. Bad manners indeed!

Unfortunately, illness prevented Clifford Mansfield from
giving his talk, The Battle of the Nile. At very short notice Shir-
ley Plant, our Secretary, retrieved the situation with a highly en-
tertaining account of what at first sight might seem a subject of
limited interest, the late 18th and early 19th century militia, with
special reference to Bakewell. Although there was no accompa-
nying slide show, she made up for this with her own brand of
histrionics. To round off the entertainment she presented some
slides of former times at the Old House Museum, which
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promoted much discussion and completed a very interesting
evening. _

The Society’s year ended with the Christmas dinner, this
time held at the Rutland Arms Hotel. There was no entertainer
this year, but the change of venue was generally appreciated and
we had the biggest turn-out of members for many years.

The Society is delighted to acknowledge the award of the
MBE to our recent Treasurer, Alan Pigott, for his services to the
community in Bakewell. Many congratulations, Alan!



MUSEUM COMMITTEE REPORT

The 2000 season saw a huge increase in the number of visitors
to the Old House Museum, with more than double our income in
comparison with the previous year. A good deal of effort and
expense went into publicity, with an entirely new full colour
brochure and a splendid poster displayed wherever possible, es-
pecially in the cafés, together with a whole window devoted to
the Museum in Baldock’s, the newsagent. In addition there
were several magazine articles, a special opening of the Museum
for local hoteliers and bed and breakfast landladies, and the
Bakewell Pudding exhibition, opened in fine style by Roy Hat-
tersley. Our special thanks for the publicity go to Diane Kettle
and Alan Smith, not to mention Nancy Pulley who appears all
over Bakewell in the guise of Mrs Greaves. All this would have
been in vain, however, without the efforts of the wardens, who
often found themselves, this year, in the unusual position of be-
ing.run off their feet by the large number of visitors. We hope
that they will have been heartened by the season’s success and
that they will help to keep up the momentum in 2001.
 The new format of our visitors’ book enables us to see
where people come from, how they learned about the museum
and which aspects particularly appealed to them, thereby helping
us to plan publicity and alterations. The general consensus is
very clearly that the museum appeals to visitors the way it is;
perhaps they appreciate the low-tech approach. It is nevertheless
our intention, as time and resources allow, to introduce improve-
ments, but without losing the museum’s essential atmosphere.
We received a Millenium grant to make a brief introductory
video for visitors. This has been in the expert hands of Frank
Parker, with Ted Shimwell speaking the text and with our

9
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faithful secretary both speaking and appearing. Also due to ap-
pear before we re-open in April is an entirely new souvenir
guide book, complete with magnificent coloured photographs
taken by Ernest Smith, who last year took the now famous pic-
ture of Nancy Pulley as Mrs Greaves. More mundanely, we plan
more information about Bakewell, including copying for inspec-
tion some of our old documents and photographs and sealing
them in plastic laminate, with improved interpretation of some
of our displays done in a similar manner. Last, but not least,
there is the long awaited exhibition of J.M.W. Turner’s peakland
sketches of 1831.

Some of this work is bemg done using a computer provided
by courtesy of Robert Robinson, with accessories purchased
with funds from various sources. Its primary use, however, is to
compile a computerised accessions register, which will be a
much more useful and flexible system than our present one.
This is likely to be a very time consuming task, so the more vol-
unteers we have to complete it the better,

 Members will remember that last Spring we submiited an
application for a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, mainly
for repairs to the building, but in order also to fund other im-
provements, especially to security and environmental conditions.
We are due to hear whether we have been successful or not on
February 9th. '

Many thanks to all who have helped to make the 2000 sea-
son so successful.

George Challenger, Alan Smith, Michael Plant.

10



EDWARD RAYMOND MEEKE
(1913-2000)

With sadness I recorded the death of Betty Meeke in the last edi-
tion of this Journal. Now the Society mourns the death of her
husband, Ted. He was buried beside her in Abbey Lane Ceme-
tery, Sheffield, on Friday, 22nd of December. This Society was
represented at his funeral service by Pavio Knighton, past presi-
dent, Peter and Janice Robinson and myself.

Ted was born at Broomhill, Sheffield, and was educated at
King Edward’s School. The son of a solicitor, he left school to
join his father’s practice and in due course succeeded him as the
city’s Registrar. During the Second World War he joined the
Royal Artillery, saw service in North Africa and was wounded
during the allied advance through Italy.

Ted was passionately interested in history, with particular
reference to architecture and vernacular buildings. He and Betty
spent most of their married life living in and restoring old
houses and cottages; he felt he could understand them better by
‘getting under their skin’. In this way he purchased, inhabited,
restored and sold properties in Hope, Hathersage, Bakewell,
Holmesfield and Greenhill. His abiding interest in photography
enabled him to record the buildings and the work he did on
them. ‘ 7

When he arrived in Bakewell and bought Ivy House in
South Church Street he immediately joined the Bakewell and
District Historical Society. This gave him a double thrill in that
he could restore two houses simultaneously—his own and the
Old House Museum. Many will recall him in the *70s, a slight,
business like figure with a quiff of carroty hair, attired in an old
grey mac and carrying a canvas shopping bag. In this were his

11
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tools and electrical equipment with which he set to work to wire
the lighting and heating in the museum. True, it was amateurish,
but it worked then and still does. The Society, in those days of
financial stringency, gladly accepted his generous contribution.

There was nothing amateurish about Ted’s legal knowledge
and he freely placed it at the Society’s disposal. Thus he ad-

- vised us on our charitable status, on the duties and obligations of
our trustees, on our insurance policies and on a variety of prob-
lems as they arose.

He supported this Journal for twenty five years, contribut-
ing numerous articles on Bakewell. Having become a computer
buff in his eighties, he scanned a variety of images into his com-
puter to allow them to be printed in the Journal.

Perhaps his lasting memorial in Bakewell will be his biog-
raphy of White Watson whom he dubbed ‘Bakewell’s most fa-
"mous man’. In addition, he has left us two most useful reference
works—-Bakewell in the 19th Century, a compendium of miscel-
laneous information on the town, and his index to the Bakewell
censuses, 1841-91.

For some twenty years he sat on the Society’s Council and
when he left Bakewell he was pleased to become our President,
an office he held from 1992-96.

We shall all miss his chuckling wit, his store of anecdotes
and information and, above all, his forthright, blunt honesty.
Ted represented to the full the generous volunteers who have
characterised the membership of this Society since its inception.

Our sincere condolences go out to his family and especially
to his daughters, Judith and Anne.

Trevor Brighton,
Christmas, 2000.
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A POSTAL HISTORY OF BAKEWELL
Stuart Smith

Introduction

Postal history is variously considered as a study of postal proce-
dures embracing transportation, routes, rates charged and postal
markings applied to the correspondence. Most commonly this
relates to activities prior to the issue of the first postage stamps
in 1840, but as is the case with many antiquarian subjects the pe-
riod is arbitrary and is frequently extended to include more re-
cent times. For the purpose of this review some reference to the
post-Victorian era will be included because of local interest.

Parchment was used universally for letters and documents
until the early part of the 16th century, when paper became
. available. French or Latin had been used in court circles as the
written language prior to 1600 but English was the citizens’ na-
tional language and was used in correspondence by this time.
Letters were written on letter sheets and the common practice
was to fold them into a suitable format and then to secure them
with sealing wax. In 1840, at the time the first postage stamps
were issued, envelopes had still not been introduced and it was
not until the following year that they first appeared as of neces-
sity, initially bearing an embossed postage stamp.

At the time of the inauguration of a General Post in 1635,
Bakewell and the surrounding villages were geographically
somewhat isolated and remained so until well into the 18th cen-
tury. It was a district of bridleways impassable to wheeled traf-
fic. Packhorses were the only means of mainstream transport
and what mail there was to other parts of the country would have
been carried by horse or pack animals to a convenient stage in

13



Bakewell & District Historical Society Journal, Volume-28

the General Post. It is known that a letter written by lead mer-
chant Edward Ashe of Tideswell to London in November, 1669,
took eleven days to arrive and was probably carried by pack-
horse to Bawtry and then by boat, along with other goods. Just
seven years later a letter from the same correspondent to the
same recipient took only three days—no doubt connecting at an
official post town stage on the north-south route.

Figure 1. Letter from Tideswell to London, 12th January, 1676. .
Postage paid 3d. Arrival, 15th January.

14



A Postal History of Bakewell

Even after the introduction of the official General Post the
private, albeit unofficial, carriage of mail within the structural
confines of this facility was frequently the most practical means.
In Bakewell, the few citizens’ letters that there were would have
been carried by servants on foot or on horseback. For correspon-
dence to more distant destinations commercial carriers played a
very important role and there is no doubt that an efficient net-
work existed, providing the link with the regulated post. The un-
official carrying of letters was widespread and in 1663 a
proclamation was issued forb1dd1ng unlicensed carriers to con-
vey mail.

General Post and Mail Routes

The post which existed prior to 1635 was for the exclusive use
of the government. As such it was a considerable burden on the
royal purse and it is not surprising, therefore, that the existing
facility was extended and made available, for a fee, to the gen-
eral public. ‘ ’

By royal proclamation on 31st July, 1635, Charles I set the -
nucleus of the modern system for the ordinary citizen with regu-
lar post roads, post houses, staff and fixed rates.

Proclamation, 31st July, 1635
“Whereas to this time there hath been no certain or
constant intercourse between the Kingdom of England
and Scotland, His Majesty hath been graciously
pleased to command his servant, Thomas Witherings
Esquire, his Majestie’s Postmaster of England for for-
eign parts, to settle a running post or two, to run, night
and day, between Edinburgh in Scotland and the City
of London, to go thither and come back again in six
days, and to take with them all such letters as shall be
directed to any post-town, or any place near any post-
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town in the said road, which letters to be left at the
post-town, or some other house...; and byposts to be
placed at several places out of the said road, to run and
bring in and carry out of the said roads...as there shall
be occasion and answers to be brought again...and to
pay port...2d. the single letter, if under fourscore
miles, and between fourscore and 140 miles 4d; if
above 140 miles, then 6d...; if there be two, three, four
or five letters in one packet...then to pay according to
the bigness of the said packet...which money is to be
‘paid upon the receiving and delivery of the said letter,
here in London... The like rule his Majesty is gra-
ciously pleased to order the said Thomas Witherings to
observe to Westchester, Hollyhead...”

As a consequence, circulation of mail was based on routes ema-
nating from London, identified as the Western Road to Bristol,
the Westchester (Chester) Road to Hélyhead, the North Road to
Edinburgh, the Yarmouth Road and the Kent Road to Dover.

Thomas Withering was Chief Postmaster and made the nec-
essary arrangements whereby post boys rode along the principal
roads from London carrying bags of letters, delivering them to
successive post towns and picking up others at the towns on the
route.

Understandably, Bakewell was not on one of the main arter-
jes. Bakewell’s link was at Towcester on the London-
~ (West)Chester and Holyhead road and was serviced to that point
by a separate horse-post via Derby and Chesterfield, later and al-
ternatively from Stone. The Derby link with Towcester ran three
times a week and twice a week beyond Derby to Chesterfield
and Sheffield, on Mondays and Thursdays.

16
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This service to the periphery of the Peak District remained in
place for over a hundred years until 1785, when mail coaches
began to replace the post boy in carrying mail. The first mail
coach from London to Sheffield, via Derby and Chesterfield,
took just twenty six hours, calling also at Northampton, Leices-
ter and Nottingham. By this time Bakewell, being situated be-
tween two London links, to Sheffield and Manchester
respectively, was served by a cross post, first introduced in 1730
from Chesterfield, via Bakewell and Tideswell, to Manchester.
This cross post was initially by horse, with further connections
on foot to Great Longstone, Ashford, Calver and Stoney
Middleton.

The Turnpike Act of 1706 had a significant effect on road
improvement and by 1817 two-wheeled carriages had been
brought into use. It is interesting to note that security was a rec-
ognised problem and a directory of that year refers to postal
services from Sheffield to Manchester as being ‘armed rides’,
whilst a notice in Sheffield’s The Iris newspaper only a year
later refers to ‘the Royal Mail coach to Liverpool...calling at
Bakewell etc.” as also carrying passengers. In 1835 a new ar-
rangement came into place, the mail coach being replaced by gig
mail. Of necessity the carrying of mail by vehicles, horses and
men continued to operate in the area long after rail link services
were established.

Prior to about 1800, outside London, Dublin and Edmburgh
the General Post Office did not provide any local services at all
and, whilst Bakewell had a recognised Post Office, the
surrounding villages, such as Ashford, Great Longstone, Calver,
Eyam, Stoney Middleton etc. were dependent on private posts
using private letter carriers. The Postmaster would run the serv-
ice as a sideline to his normal duties and this support-réle initia-
tive was both accepted and encouraged by the Post Office.

18



A Postal History of Bakewell

Only when the Post Office decided to run the service itself
did it take action to remove this private supplementary contribu-
tion to a Postmaster’s income. As far as Bakewell is concerned,
it took the form of an officially introduced penny post which
met the cost of local services to outlying villages. Effectively,
for the sum of one penny, mail could be delivered locally to a
collection point or alternatively fed into the national network.
This was introduced to regulate private charges, which varied
considerably and were often excessive.

The establishment in 1839 of a uniform postal charge, irre-
spective of distance, was a real incentive to letter writing, and
there was an immediate and very significant increase in the vol-
ume of mail. In effect, this coincided with the introduction of
the postage stamp in 1840. By this time, and following the suc-
cess of uniform postal charges, there was a general acceptance
by the postal authorities of the need to provide a delivery service
to every village and district in the country, many of which had
no Post Office at all. At the time this was impractical and illegal
private arrangements for collection and delivery still operated.
It was nearly sixty years later, in April 1897, that the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer confirmed, ‘at the present moment there
are sixteen millions of letters sent annually by the Post...which
are not delivered by the Post Office to the persons to whom they
- are addressed, but are left at the Post Office or some other house
of call until they are called for’. A month later he declared, ‘My
scheme is to make a serious effort to give a delivery to every
house in the kingdom, if not in every case a daily delivery, then
a delivery as often as may be practicable’.

The establishment and expansion of the railway system
greatly improved and speeded up communications. As early as
1838 London mail bags were brought as far as Birmingham,
whilst the link to Rowsley was established in 1849 and to
Bakewell in 1862. Throughout this period, and indeed to this
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day, mail into and throughout the Peak had to travel by road in
some way or other, initially on foot, by horse or mail coach.

Letter Rates

Until the introduction in 1839-40 of a fixed postal fee, charges
for the conveyance of mail within the General Post (1635-1839)
varied according to how many miles the letter was carried. The
charge was for one sheet of paper inclusive of the folded outer
cover, irrespective of size; two sheets were charged double that
of a single sheet, and subsequent additions were then charged
per ounce. The rates varied according to the mileage band, with
categories of up to 80 miles, 81-140 miles and those in excess of
140 miles. Letters to Scotland and Ireland carried additional lev-
ies whilst there was the additional fee to be paid to the carrier to
feed letters into the official network. To give some idea of the
cost, a summary of the charges made per sheet for letters in ei-
ther direction between Bakewell and London, a distance of ap-
proximately 152 miles, are listed below.

Period Single Double one ounce
1635-1660 6d 12d 12d
1660-1711 3d 6d 12d
1711-1784 o 4d 8d 24d
1784-1796 6d 8d 24d
1796-1812 8d 16d 32d

- 1812-1839 10d v 20d 40d

5Dec.1839  4d per Yoz
10 Jan.1840 - 1d per Y20z

Initially there was no requirement to pay in advance for the
conveyance of mail. Indeed there was a good case for not doing
so as it incurred no penalty payment and by not paying there
was a better chance of securing delivery—effectively the

20
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deliverer was rewarded when the job was done! It was not until
the cost of the time-delay in collecting the postage due was real-
ised that the need for pre-payment was implemented. Through
circumstance this requirement was an instrumental part of the
introduction of and public preference for the convenience of the
postage stamp and envelope. At the time, the Post Office’s con-
sidered alternative was the use of stamped wrappers (Mulready
letter sheets) on which postage was paid when purchased. The
design was seriously ridiculed and they were withdrawn in fa-
vour of the postage stamp and envelope.
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Figure 3. Mulready letter sheet, prepaid postage 1d
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Whilst the contents of early letters provide both fascinating and
instructive information, the manuscript and post marks are also a
source of much interest.

Postmarks

Bishop Mark

In addition to the address of the intended recipient the only
marks initially applied to the letter sheets were in manuscript
form, confirming prepaid charges or those due. This remained
the case until the time of the Restoration in 1660, when Henry
Bishop became Postmaster General. It was he who introduced
the first postmark, in effect a date-stamp, now referred to as the
Bishop mark, figure 4. This type of postmark, or stamp as it was
then called, was originally used in London only and applied on
correspondence to or in passage through London, typically as il-
lustrated in Figure 1 on the letter from Tideswell. The stamp
showed the month and day within a divided circle. The year was
not included and not added until over a century later, in 1787.
- Fortunately for the historian, it was common practice for corre-
spondents to include the year, thus enabling accurate dating.

Figure 4. ,
Bishop Mark, IA[UARIUS] 15 (January 15th).

Provincial Town Marks

Town marks, to identify the place of origin, were first intro-
duced in 1697 and by 1715 all Postmasters had been instructed
to prepare identifying marks for the town under their control.
As previously stated, a local cross post between Chesterfield and
Manchester, via Bakewell and Tideswell, was established in
1730 and therefore a Post Office must have existed in Bakewell.
However, the earliest recorded BAKEWELL stamp confirming
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its existence dates from 1738. During the following sixty years
replacements were needed and these varied marginally in size.

Ay A Fowd sad. % 2

L S oS A

Figure 5, BAKEWELL town stamp, 1738-1800

i ) : ) " b ‘

Town and mileage marks

By the early 1800s a new, smaller town mark was intro-
duced, accompanied by a number which signified the officially
recognised distance in miles from London. This enabled easier
calculation of postal charges, all of which, as we have seen, were
still based on distances to be carried. Bakewell was judged to be
152’ and the earliest recorded example is for 22nd June, 1801,
figure 6. As official routes to and from London were periodi-
cally changed, so did the mileage, and by the 1820s this numeral

- was removed from the stamp as it was no longer relevant.

BAKEWELL
152

Figure 6. Town stamp and mileage mark, 1801-1828
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Penny Post

To facilitate and regularise local delivery and collection
services, official local penny posts were introduced. Many towns
had a special stamp made which was struck onto the letter
- sheets. A typical example is illustrated in figure 7, but as yet
there is no recorded example for Bakewell—one may never have
existed. '
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Figure 7. Hathersage Penny Post stamp

The types and styles of subsequent town and dated post-
marks were similar to those adopted nationally. Tt is not in-
tended to comment on each in detail, though a few specific
points are worth mentioning.

1. It became an established practice to be able to iden-
tify both the place and time of posting, together with
any transit point en route, as well as confirmation of
receipt at the appointed destination. Consequently
any mail received from a village under Bakewell’s
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conirol, or sent beyond Bakewell’s district, should
have received several stamps and cancellations con-

Figure 8. Gt Longstone to the U.S.A. via Ashford Bakewell and

2.

firmit_lg the route it had travelled.

: SECRETARY N. Y. C. R R. Go,
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Liverpool
It was usual to cancel the stamp with one mark and

use others to confirm times and routing.
Other instructional marks were used to indicate ir-
regularities such as mis-routing or 1naccurate pay-

ment, as figure 9.
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Figure 9 - Missent to Buxton
4. Specifically dedicated town numeral stamps were in-
troduced in May, 1844. 41 was exclusive to Bakew-
ell, 42 to Baslow, 43 to Stoney Middleton and 44 to
Tideswell, which at that time was under Bakewell’s

control

Figure 10 Letter from Baslow (42) to Derby, via Chesterfield

26




A Postal History of Bakewell

Typical examples of other postmark types which were used
during the second half of the 19th century and into the 20th are
illustrated in Figure 11.
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TFigure 11 »

No history of Bakewell’s posts could be considered com-
plete without the inclusion of information on the surrounding
villages and their part in the overall picture. Listed here are
those offices under Bakewell’s jurisdiction in 1838:-

Ashford in the Water Great Longstone
Bamford Grindleford Bridge
Baslow Hassop

Bradwell ' Hathersage

Calver Litton

Castleton Monyash
Cressbrook Stoney Middleton
Derwent Taddington
Edensor "~ Tideswell

Eyam Youlgreave
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By way of summary, a diary of Bakewell events follows and
this pattern will be adopted for each of the villages which
formed part of its wider postal activities. It is anticipated that
these diary notes will be publlshed in future issues of the

Journal.

The appointment and contribution of the Greaves family as
Post Masters in the first half of the 19th century is interesting
and it is intended to feature them in an additional short article in
a later issue. '

1730

1738
1763

1785

1769

1792

1797

Outline of the Bakewell Post

Cross Post introduced from Chesterfield to Manches-
ter via Bakewell.

Distribution of mail either on foot, horseback pack-
mule or packhorse.

Earliest recorded ‘BAKEWELL’ stamp.

Wm. Mellor, Bakewell letter carrier, froze to death at
Wigley, Brampton.

Royal Mail Coach, London to Leeds via Chesterfield
and Sheffield. »

Thomas Pitcock/Pidcock recorded as Bakewell Post
Master (i.e.Deputy) at a salary of £24 per annum,
part of salary to pay for riding work of George Stani-
forth who ‘rode post’ to Chesterfield three times a
week and received 4d per letter.

Hannah Handcock delivered letters in Bakewell at
Lad per letter.

George Staniforth promoted to Postmaster at a salary
of £6, plus an allowance of over £100 for: ‘riding
work’.

George Staniforth died and was succeeded by Robert
Smith at a salary of £10 plus a riding work allowance
in excess of £100.
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1785

1805

1807

1811
1818
1831

1835

1839
1840

A Postal History of Bakewell

Introduction of the first Royal Mail Coach, i.e. stage
coaches under contract, London to Leeds via Ches-
terfield and Sheffield, 26 hours.

Wm. Greaves succeeded Mrs. Hudson (whom he had
married) as Bakewell’s Postmaster. The Post Office
was at the Rutland Arms. Bakewell has rides to
Stoney Middleton, Wirksworth and Buxton. -
Daily mail coach from Derby to Chapel-en-le-Frith
via Wirksworth, Matlock Bath, Bakewell, Tideswell

- and Buxton.

Post five days a week to Stoney Middleton.

A request that Bakewell be made an official post
town was declined.

5th July the Sheffield-Manchester mail coach cross
post link through Bakewell was introduced.

William Greaves (junior) succeeded his father as
Postmaster.

A direct horse post from Sheffield via Stoney Mid-
dleton established as the mail coach from Manchester
to Sheffield via Bakewell has ceased. The Manches-
ter to Derby mail coach serviced Bakewell, which is
identified as a forwarding office. Foot posts used to’
convey small amounts of mail to receiving houses.
Rural post messengers walked from larger offices,
e.g. Bakewell, delivering to surrounding villages .
such as Ashford and Great Longstone. -

5th December, uniform 4d post per ¥2 oz.

10th January, uniform 1d post, prepaid.

6th May, postage stamps introduced, penny black,
two penny blue and Mulready envelope and letter
sheet.
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1841

1844

1846

1871
1876
1891
1893

1902

1908
1914
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5th July, the ride from Bakewell to Sheffield and the
Derby-Manchester mail coach serving Bakewell
ceased.

The service was replaced by a mail cart linking Ches-
terfield and Buxton. All mail now arrives and is des-
patched by this means. '

Horse posts were authorised from Bakewell to Hath-
ersage via Stoney Middleton and to Castleton via
Tideswell.

Bakewell allocated Post Office no 41

(Baslow 42, Stoney Middleton 43, Tideswell 44.)
Joseph Swaine appointed Postmaster.

Post Office now at Bridge Place.

Abraham Bond appointed messenger to Pilsley and
Edensor at ten shillings a week. A gig mail to Stoney
Middleton introduced.

Joseph Swaine is still Postmaster The Office now
provides money orders and offers a savmgs bank
facility.

Telegraph facilities now available.

Delivery by letter carriers and foot messengers be-
gins half an hour after arrival.

Wall post boxes had been erected at the railway sta-
tion and at the workhouse.

Miss Pratt, daughter of the late Postmaster of Not-
tingham, appointed at a salary of £128 per annum.
S.G. Price of Widnes, sorting clerk and telegraphist,
appointed at the same salary.

Alfred Elliott appointed Postmaster at a salary of
£160 per annum.

A. Thompson appomted on 10th March

Bakewell, now described as a Head Office, had nine
sub offices and eleven postmen.
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1924 Bakewell is now a sub-office under Matlock. F.L.
Weeks is Postmaster at £185 per annum.

Acknowledgements:-
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Photdgraph of Harriet and Ben Gratton’s daughter, Marie,
sent to Elsie’s sister, Mary, in Ireland, Christmas, 1910,
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CHARLEY DOWNES'S DAUGHTER
Lillias Bendell

An article was written in the 1999 edition of this Journal about .
Charley Downes, a marble mason of Ashford. He lived in the
village all his life, apart from a brief spell recorded in a poem,
possibly written by his wife, that relates to his sojourn in Shef- -
field in the 1890s. Charlotte, his wife, gave birth to their first-
born daughter in 1875 and she was christened Jeannie Elspeth at
a ceremony in Holy Trinity Church, Ashford, on 20th October.
Elsie, as the baby became known, and her sister Mary, born two
years later, were the only children to survive within the family in
Fennel Street and they both moved on to become pupils at the
girls’ school in Ashford. By 1891 they had all moved to Court
Lane and Elsie at fifteen years had become a ‘pupil teacher’ at
the school.

School life

On February 18th, 1895, the Boys’ and Girls’ Schools
amalgamated and Elsie was employed as a member of the teach-
ing staff. That first month was quite a difficult one for the head-
master, Mr. W. R. Stubbs, and his staff. The building was still
undergoing alterations, somewhat delayed by the long, continu-
ous frost, which meant delivering the curriculum in the old
Girls’ School. The problem of having both sexes of children to-
gether for the first time combined with the apparent ‘poor grasp
- of skills and disorderly behaviour of the girls’ took its toll on the
health of the teachers, with three out of four being off sick.

By June, with Wakes and mid-summer holiday to look for-
ward to, school life became more settled. A total of 124 pupils
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attended for the visit of Her Majesty’s Inspectors, resulting in a
creditable seal of approval for school and staff. The new school
building eventually opened with a service of dedication on Octo-
ber 21st, 106 pupils being present that day.

The winter months wreaked havoc with attendance figures.
There was ‘much sickness’ recorded in the Log Book in 1896
and Elsie too was absent sometimes, suffering from throat prob-
lems. In spite of this, she and her colleagues managed to stage a
couple of theatrical productions with the children. The school
was transformed into a theatre complete with proscenium stage
for three evening performances on both occasions. Early in the
following year a measles outbreak resulted in the school being
closed for five weeks and in later months typhoid, coupled with
very cold weather, occasioned another closure.

The highlight of the summer of 1897 was the Diamond Jubi-
lee of Queen Victoria, when the school shut for a much hap-
pierreason; teachers and pupils would have been kept busy with -
the village festivities. ’ ’

During the following years, Elsie and her colleagues main-
tained a lively school, making decisions as to the wisest use of
the Government grants, taking the annual inspections in
theirstride and riding out the diseases which must have caused
frequent problems.

Excursions were arranged throughout the summer season,
taking in the sea air at Blackpool and New Brighton, local days
out to Bakewell Fair and to Taddington Dale, watching the
Automobile Club hill climbing trials, and a visit to the Yeo-
‘manry Camp at Calton.

In June, 1902, the school closed for Coronation Week and
the Log Book records that ‘Miss Downes, who taught for eight
years, left to be married’. ‘
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The Marriage

It is a mystery how Elsie and her future husband Alexander met,
as he originated from Scotland, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Alex
Little, of Dumphail, Elgin. Father and son were both foresters,
Alex junior being employed as wood steward to Lord Oranmore
of Castle McGarrett, Co. Mayo, in the west of Ireland.

Two local newspapers gave an account of the wedding at
Ashford, which was described as ‘the prettiest for many years’,
also listing the wedding presents as given here. Elsie had four
bridesmaids in attendance, two of whom were sisters to the bride
and groom respectively. The dresses are described in great detail
as to the materials and style—steel grey satin de chene, dark
fawn canvas and bodice insertions of white openwork silk and
guipure lace, with broad black or long grey velvet ribbon trims.
The bride carried a floral shower bouquet and wore a white chip
straw hat, her attendants black crinoline straw hats all trimmed
with ostrich feathers, tulle and ribbons.

Elsie had been a member of the church choir for many years
and so was honoured with a ‘fully choral’ service, the school
headmaster presiding as organist. The Luxmoores, father and
son, officiated before a distinguished congregation. After the
ceremony all the guests were entertained to a reception in the
- schoolroom, which had been decorated for the feasting, singing
and games that followed. Speeches were delivered; Mr. Stubbs
regretted the loss of such a valuable assistant teacher, and many
gifts were bestowed upon the happy couple.

Mr and Mrs Little left that evening for Ireland by the 7.45
pm train, breaking their journey to spend a few days at Chester
and Dublin. Elsie’s mother, Charlotte, had kept a newspaper ac-
count of the wedding in her scrapbook and beneath it the follow-
ing verses were aptly added:
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Linked in bonds of happy love
Joined in holy tether,

Pilgrims to the Land above,

Started we together:

Sweetheart, may we onward go,
Hand in hand through weal and woe.

Toiling upwards towards the light,
Sharing joy and sorrow,
Sometimes in the sunshine bright,
Sometimes in the shadow:

Hand in hand through weal or woe,
Sweetheart, may we onward go.

e LIST OF PRESENTS. . )
Bride to bridegroom, writing desk,.
Bridegroom to bride, dress basket.
MotHer of bride, household linen.
Parents of bridegroom, cheque.,
Bridegroom to bridesmaids, photographs.
Lady Walker (Bath),. cheque.'_'_ ’
Members of Ashford Choir,

; clock. )

School Children, dinner service.

Miss Little (Worcester), silver teipot and

_ . cabinet rack. 4 .

. The Vicarage family (Ashford), silver tgast rack.;‘

" Mr. and Mrs. Stubbs (A.shfqrci), tea service. |

Miss E. Stubbs, linen tray eloth, o i

Mr, W. Little (London), cheque, . ]

Miss A Little (Inverness), cheque. !

Miss L. Fenton (Churchdale), silver solitaires

: and lace collar. . Co !

Mrs, Wagstafl (The Tlms), &fternoow teacloth

. and paper knife, BRI TR j

Miss' Thorhley (The Elms), ‘aftelndon tes tray

. and mats,  © 7 o h T

Mr. J. Holt (Man'che‘s»te:?, satin tablé centre.

Mise Brindley (Sheffielll), fancy inats, .

Mis, Hulley and Myrs. Twigg (Ashford), silver
butter knife. ‘ :

Mrs. Raper’s children i{(Ashford), glass cream
jug and sugar basin.

Mr. J. Hawley (Ashford), silver butter knife.

Mr. and Mrs. Walker (Mansfield), clock and
brass crumb brush and tray. =

Miss Baguley (Mansfield), hand-painted glove
and handkerchief satchets,

“Mrs, Campbell, bread platter and knife.
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Miss Rowland (Youlgreave), anlimacassar and
candlesticks,

Mr. W. Leys (Edinburgh), spirit flask and cup.

Mr. and Mrs. Grant (Ireland), easy chair.

Migs Wiltshire (Ashfotd), lace curtains.

Mr, W. Wiltshire (Ashford), white counterpane.

A {riend, . teaspoons aud mats. .

Miss F. Giles (Ireland), letter rack and scent-
boltles i case. :

Miss Milnes (Ashford), white tablecloth,

Miss F. Milnes (Ashiord), set of table mats.
Mi&:_ E. Ellis (Ashford), clock, views, and egg-
imer, »

Mzs. 8, Wright (Ashford), colonved tablecloth.
Mrs. Oldfield (Ashford), coloured tablecloth and

tray. .
Miss Oldfield (Ashford), alabaster egg-ltimer and
watcli-stand. .

I Mrs. Noble (Bakewell), teapot. :
i Mrs. Harper, senr. (Ashford), view in plush
{rame, .

* Mrs. Harper, jun. (Ashford), pair of tidies.
Miss Boulsover, white tablecluth.
Mr. H. Mullins, pair of shoes,

(not a complete list)

Keeping in Touch

After spending a few days in Dublin, Alex and Elsie continued
their journey to Castle McGarrett Lodge, about three miles dis-
tant from Claremorris. This was to be their new home and
throughout the years most contact with their families in England
and Scotland was to be by picture postcard. Alex was fond of
Irish humour and in 1904 he posted ‘Pat and the Policeman’ to
his father-in-law, with the message... ‘note the effects of a good
drop o’ ‘Irish’!” That same year Elsie received a copy of Ben
Gratton’s well-known photo of the Sheldon duck from E.C. in
Ashford. (For Gratton’s story of the Sheldon Duck see the 1996
edition of this Journal, pp 87-88)

Spring of 1907 saw the arrival of a baby at The Lodge and
Elsie sent news to her Mother, ‘Am busy Spring cleaning, will
write Sunday. Alex has an awful cold, almost like influenza,
Babs and I are very well’. In August that year Elsie’s sister,
Mary, visited the family in Ireland and reported on the baby’s
progress, the poor weather and her trip to Ballina. The rail line
from Claremorris to Ballina, thirty miles away, opened in 1892
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“Now then I’at move onH"

“Arrah lave me alone, sure its only phym
the Harp I am. :

ra‘\'f\.~ e

so she probably used the train. Mary also spent the Chrlstmas
holiday of 1910 with the family, which resulted in exchanges of
postcards between Ashford and Claremorris. Her friend Sarah
‘K’ sent a view of Alport village showing a row of washing,
kitchen garden produce and a local pony and carriage waiting on
the road. On the reverse she reports that ‘it’s lively here with the
election’. Dated 8th December, this card must have referred to
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the General Election in which the Liberals met with success. A
Christmas greeting was sent to Mary on the 24th December from
. the Grattons showing their beautifully dressed toddler. The post
was perhaps swifter in those days as Mary conveyed good
wishes for the New Year to ‘my Gt. Gt. Grandmother, Mrs.
Hall,” on 30th December with a photograph of Castle McGarrett
Lodge.
Autographs

Towards the end of 1911, Elsie gave Mary an autograph book
into which she had made the first entry, a quotation by R. L. Ste-
phenson. Other autographs were collected on visits to Ireland
and, during the war years, closer to home in Derbyshire.
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First autograph in Ireland, -
Elsie, 30th November, 1911,
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Epilogue

- Ashford School closed almost 100 years later, in 1983, as the
numbers of village children had declined.
I believe Elsie ended her days in Scotland.
After 1917 Castle McGarrett estate became home to a golf
course and also a horse-racing venue. Today the house is used as
a nursing home and is well preserved.

Research for Charley Downes’s Daughter was carried out at the
Derbyshire Record Office, Matlock; Sheffield Archives; a brief
visit to the internet; and family material contributed by Mrs. Al-
ice B. Rowland and the late Mrs. Hilda I. Brown (née Thorpe),
to both of whom I am indebted.

c»ﬁeﬁm_ /’x’rw Maw /&6 Akl
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Another autograph from Ireland.
Particularly poignant so near to the First World War.
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A CIVIL WAR “TOKEN” FROM GREAT LONGSTONE
Trevor Brighton

Last September, Mr. Paul Cook of Stockport brought me a lead
“token” for identification. He had unearthed it in the summer
whilst exploring with a metal detector in Great Longstone. The
museums he had approached were unable to explain its
significance. : '

The “token” is drawn here to actual size. It has been cast in
a crude mould, not stamped out as a minted coin or medal, and
is two millimetres thick, with no reinforced rim. lts principal, or
obverse, face bears a non-heraldic shield of four quarters:

1. afleur-de-lys

2. aheart laid on its side

3. acapital P

4. acapital S

The date above the shield is 1642 and the crude inscription
around the perimeter runs:

D 0 ANDFOR*THI : KING
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The reverse depicts a crude heraldic bird with its wings close.
Around it runs this inscription: '

AJACAND:L:WIII: WINE:

A ridge runs under 1: WIJJ, which appears to be a hinge mark
from one side of the mould.

The arms distantly echo the quarterings of the Royal Stuart
Arms of Charles I, though only one lily from the arms of France
in the first quarter is used here. The heart, P and S are, at pre- -
sent, inexplicable. The whole bears some resemblance to mer-
chants’ marks of the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries. The fact that
the object is made of lead suggests a connection with a lead mer-
chant in the Peak as opposed to a local landowner. Is there a
connection with the mines on the King’s Duchy of Lancaster
lands in the Peak? The land on which it was found, Great Long-
stone, belonged to Rowland Eyre (1600-c1674) of Hassop Hall,
a prominent recusant, royalist and colonel in the King's army.
He derived a considerable income from lead mining interests
and had a 21 year lease of the lot and cope of lead ore in the
High Peak Manor from the King.

The date 1642 is of considerable interest. On August 22nd
of that year the Royal Standard was raised at Nottingham Castle.

‘The King entered Derby on 14th September and took stock of
his recruiting campaign a;mong the landowners and leadminers
in the Peak.

In this Journal in 1981 I described the activity going on as
follows:

Parliament however proved quicker in its recruitment
than the King. For all their unpopularity, Sir John Gell
and the Earl of Rutland were among the most influential
landowners in the hundreds of High Peak and Wirks-
worth and themselves could ruin the miners. The latter,
as lord lieutenant, must have been responsible for the
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three thousand miners who had enlisted for parliament
by the time the royal standard was raised.

Whilst at York the King had lifted the duty of lot and
cope, one of the most burdensome taxes paid by the min-
ers, but on his removal to Nottingham he was presented
with a petition in which they contended that tithe re-
mained, payable on lead ore. Having sought legal opin-
ion, the miners denied the validity of tithe and petitioned
accordingly. Thomas Bushell, Farmer and Master
Worker of the Mines Royal, was sent into the Peak to
seek a settlement which would appease the miners. He
negotiated a remission of tithe with the loyal Dowager
Countess of Devonshire and presumably followed this
by agreements with similar royalist tithe farmers. The
miners, however, were offered final exemption only if
they appeared at Nottingham by 10th September and en-
listed themselves for service, or sent other able-bodied
persons in their stead. Such service, moreover, would
exempt them from being pressed into future wars and the
terms of the royal proclamation of 15th August, which
had been read from Peak pulpits, still applied; namely,
that those enlisting would be paid five shillings on enrol-
ment and six shillings a week thereafter, with privileges
and provisions for widows of those who might fall in ac-
tion. How many enlisted at Nottingham is not known,
though Bushell remained in the Peak, exhorting the min-
ers. Presumably the response was disappointing, for on
15th September, the day after his arrival in Derby, Char-
les again extended his terms to the miners who should
enter their names into the register kept by the barmaster,
Richard Brock. This time it was stated explicitly that if
- anyone presumed to take tithes from any one who had
thus enrolled then the barmaster “or such officers as he
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shall appoint shall and may instantly take such legal
courses to commit to gaol or to set to bail or mainprises
any and every person or persons presumed to take or ex-
act such tithes and tenths or any portion thereof.”
Bushell, acting in conjunction with Lord Cromwell and
Christopher Fulwood of Middleton by Youlgreave, was
mustering the miners at Tideswell and now appeared to
be largely successful. ‘Suppressing three thousand min-
ers enlisted for parliament’, he enlisted four thousand for
the King and paid them a groat each upon enrolment. Of
these, however, ‘three thousand being discouraged by an
order of Parliament deserted, but one thousand stout men
were conducted to Shrewsbury and made of His Maj-
esty’s Life Guard under the Earl of Lindsay.’

Against this background one can consider further the signifi-
cance of this “token” of 1642.

The crude lettering indicates the designer’s inability to re-
verse letters in making a mould. Hence, on the obverse, he does
not reverse the E in THE (TH# ) and fails on the reverse to do
the same with the Ls in WILL (WLJd ). The W in WINE, I
would suggest, is also an error. This time he has cut the mould
for M upside down. The text should read A JA*
AND:L:WILL:MINE.

The significance of A0» and A )A are at present inexplicable,
as are the shield’s quarterings. The bird, which would normally
face the left, or dexter, heraldically, may well signify the dove of
peace. For all their propaganda, both sides in the Civil War con-
stantly maintained that their object in taking up arms was for the
peace of the realm.

So, in the early weeks of a ‘phoney war’, when the King was
issuing groats to the leadminers and the Cavendishes were issu-
ing receipts for money given or promised to the royalist cause,
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could this crude “token” signify some such pledge of support for
the King?

NOTE:
See J.T. Brighton “The Beginning of the Civil War in Derby-
shire’, JBDHS, Vol. 8, (1981).

J.T. Brighton, ‘Royalists and Roundheads in Derbyshire’,
BDHS, Vol. 10, (1983).

For the complicated issues involving the free miners of the
Peak in their dealings with the Earls of Devonshire and Rutland,
Sir John Gell, Rowland Eyre etc., see A. Wood, The Politics of
Social Conflict, CUP, 1999. Chapter 12 on ‘War and Allegiance’
is particularly relevant.
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THE WATSONS

Some further notes on Derbyshire’'s
ingenious family of Craftsmen.

Trevor Brighton

1. Samuel Watson (1662-1715) of Heanor.

The recent articles on Samuel Watson in this Journal (1999) and
in the Burlington Magazine (1999) have had a positive effect.
Not only has his place as a great craftsman been acknowledged,
but the myth that attributed his amazing work at Chatsworth to
Grinling Gibbons has finally been dispelled. On the one hand
the editors of the New Dictionary of National Biography, which
is currently being assembled by the Oxford University Press,
have requested a first-time entry for Samuel Watson; on the
other an article on Grinling Gibbons in dpollo, by comparing the
way that Gibbons and Watson carved musical instruments, con-
cludes that those at Chatsworth are the work of the latter'.

Further information can now be offered on Samuel Watson
and his intriguing Notebook in the Bodleian Library is tran-
scribed here for the first time (see Appendix I). From the jum-
bled, miscellaneous memoranda and sketches we learn more
about the carver for the years 1691-93. ’

Watson tells us he worked at Burleigh House from 16th
February, 1691, and briefly -at Sudbury Hall, Derbyshire, until
13th July, 1691. This work appears to have been carried out
whilst he had also been employed at Chatsworth, perhaps as
early as 1689 (f71), under fellow carvers Young and Davis.
Certainly Davis had arranged Watson’s board and lodging there
as early as 19th August, 1691. He was still carrying out work
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for Young at Chatsworth as late as 4th January, 1692 (f72v). On
10th September, 1692, Joel Lobb joined with Young to form a
partnership (f58v) which employed Watson. He was paid by
Lobb and James Whildon, auditor and receiver at Chatsworth
until 1693.

During this period he made small sketches for h1s own. work
and also of that of his fellow artists and craftsmén at
Chatsworth. In the first category are cartouches, scallop shells,
urns and vases, capitals, military trophies, flowers, cherubims,
satyrs’ heads, drapes, viols and a lute—all the ingredients of ba-
roque decoration, and some of which can be associated with sur-
viving work at Chatsworth. In the second category are drawings
of others’ work, for example a sphinx by Caius Gabriel Cibber
and part of the wrought iron staircase in the Painted Hall by the
great smith, Jean Tijou. There are also sketches of subjects not
readily associated with Chatsworth, including studies for
monuments. '

Of special importance are Watson’s details of what he
carved in the Chapel at Chatsworth—urns, cherubs, a scroll and
a pulpit. He tells us he ‘began the ornaments for the Chapel’ in
October, 1692. These items can still be seen; his work on the
trophy over the Great Parlour door, however, has now gone.

Watson was obviously a very careful young man with his
wages. Unmarried until late in life, he had few commitments
outside his work and was very thrifty. So much so that we find
him lending money to his fellow craftsmen at Chatsworth.
Some of these, like Young and Lobb, were initially better paid
than he. More amazing, we find him lending a pound to the Earl
of Danby.

He was obviously an affable and amusing young man who
revelled in the social round at the local inns. He appears to have
enjoyed a sing-song, judging by the number of verses and dog-
gerels he writes in his notebook—some of them no doubt, his
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own compositions. A ‘booke of songs & satyrs’ was among his
possessions and he lent it to his fellow carver at Chatsworth,
Burkett. ’ , :
The circle of artists and craftsmen at Chatsworth, English-
men and Europeans, were a loyalist, Protestant gathering who
shared the religious and political sympathies of their master,
William, 4th Earl and 1st Duke of Devonshire. He in turn was
devoted to William III. Thus we find Samuel Watson extolling
the virtues of the Dutch King and the justice of the ‘call’ to him.
- The Earls of Devonshire and Danby had contributed greatly to
that ‘call’ when they met with others at the Cock and Pinot at
Whittington. Again we find Watson rejoicing in song at the de-
feat of the Duke of Monmouth and the ‘Romish fermenters’. .. -
A literate man who was educated, to some degree, beyond
the art-of carving, Watson collected books, especially on history
and philosophy. The Siege of Londonderry would have pro-
vided a good patriotic and Protestant read! :
Apothecaries’ cures and potions appear in his notes, the
most amusing and alarming of which is the reference to curing’
canker of the mouth by rubbing it with a mixture of honey, al-
lom and gunpowder!
What an interesting person the young Samuel Watson must
have been. :
2. Henry Watson (1714 - 1786) of Heaneor,
Bakewell and Ashford-in-the-Water.

It is now established that Henry was the elder of Samuel’s two
surviving sons and was baptised at Heanor on 22nd April, 1714.
His older brother, Samuel I, had died in infancy the month be-
fore and his younger brother, Samuel II, was born in June, 1715,
after his father’s death?, '
Both the boys were brought up in the family home at
Heanor by their mother and were both living at Heanor as late as
the 1740s. Samuel, their father, appears to have made no
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bequest to his infant son, Henry, in his will but to his unborn
son, Samuel, he left £100, the interest from which his wife Kath-
erine was to use towards bringing up the child. Samuel was to
have the capital should he live to be twenty one.

The boys’ grandmother, Bridget, died in 1718, leaving a

guinea each to the two boys and her house to their mother’.
When she died in 1739 Henry and Samuel received their grand-
father’s and father’s modest inheritance.
_ They were still described as ‘of Heanor’ and may well have
lived with their mother. Of their education we know nothing,
but in a financial agreement of 3rd June, 1741, they are both de-
scribed as ‘carvers of Heanor™’. Where were they trained and by
whom? Did they, like their father, serve an apprenticeship in
London? When did they begin to work? The answers to these
quesuons are not known at present
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Rupert Gunnis made a partial study of Henry Watson as a
monumental sculptor and noted early monuments executed be-
tween 1733 and 1740°. However, the Account Book of Henry
Watson in the Bodleian Library throws very interesting light on
his work and activity during the years 1733 and 1737-39. (Ap-
pendix IT) The first fact that emerges is that his brother Samuel
worked with and under him as he assembled teams of carvers to
work on various houses. He travelled around the country on
horseback from Heanor to Oxford, London, Warwick etc. Dur-
ing this period he was employed to do and supervise the carving
on various buildings designed by the architect Francis Smith
(1672-1738). These included Wingerworth Hall and Sutton
Scarsdale in Derbyshire, Trentham Hall, Staffordshire, and Stan-
ford Hall, Northants, where he designed Sir Verney Cave’s
monument. He was also employed by James Gibbs, architéct of
the Radcliffe Library, Oxford, to carve some of its interior
features.

The 1st Lord Malton employed him to work on the interior
of Wentworth Woodhouse, designed and built by Henry Flit-
croft, where Watson assembled a team of carvers. Fireplaces
were one of Henry's specialities. In 1738 he carved a wooden
chimney-piece to the designs of Giacomo Leoni, the Venetian
architect who remodelled Lyme Hall, near Stockport. In 1749
he was working at Welbeck Abbey on a chimney-piece and in
1757 he and Daniel Sephton, a Manchester carver, executed the
fine gothick fireplace at Tissington Hall, Derbyshire’.

How long Henry and Samuel worked together is not known.
Certainly Henry was the better carver of the two, though not as
accomplished as his father. Nor is it clear when they left
Heanor, though the death of their mother in 1739 probably has-
tened their departure. As with their father, work at Chatsworth
drew them to live near the great house—Henry at Ashford and
Bakewell; Samuel at Baslow.
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Henry’s two major commissions at Chatsworth concerned
the new stables designed by James Paine in 1761 and the laying
of a marble floor in the Painted Hall.

Regarding the former, the following interesting letter from
Watson to Paine survives at Chatsworth. It concerns the fine
coat of arms which Henry carved on the pediment over the en-
trance. This was perhaps his finest example of heraldic sculp-
ture and echoes his father’s superb achievement of arms on the
west pediment of Chatsworth House.

Coppy to Mr. Paine Jan 29th 1761
in St. Martins Lane
London

Sir,

This day I recd. yours. On Saturday last Mr Booth
gave me your drawing for the Armes etc for the stables at
Chatsworth, the same day 1 opened the Case sent from
London and found the cast of the stagg in a bad condi-
tion—the Hay it was packed with was quite mouldy,
which in a little more time would have quite defaced it.
The neck, brests and shoulders of the cast is broken in a
great number of pieces, also several other parts broken. I
have got it to Ashford and exposed it to the air that the
plaster may dry and propose to repair it as well as I can.

It will be of use to modal by but I think not soficiant
to work after.

I have considered the working of them supporting
natural Horns to be put up on those intended for the
Bridge as you hinted at and expect I can do them abt.
£25 each, the armes for the stables about £60 and the
Corn Copias £10 each, these are the nearest estimations I
can think of at present. Exclusive of cariage and putting
up and expecting to have the best Park stone for the
whole.
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Drawing by Henry Watson for the original black and white
marble floor in the Painted Hall at Chatsworth.
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When I receive orders will set abt. a modal for which
his Grace pleases to have done first.
Iam Sir Yr. Most obt. servt.
Henry Watson®

This interesting letter indicates that Watson was to have carved a
stag for Paine’s bridge and a drawing for the stables by the ar-
chitect (in the Chatsworth Collections) indicates that the crest of
a trippant stag was to have adorned the entrance pediment. In
the event the Duke had the bridge’s balustrade kept plain and
agreed-to the Cavendish achievement between two cornucopiae
for the stables.

WITH Lsxercw OF " HENRY WATSON
THEFIRST VASE MADE OF ASHFORD IN THE WATER
DERBYSHIRESPAR DERBYSHIRE

White Watson’s tribute to his uncle (Derbyshire Record Office D 859Z/Z85).
The vase is reproduced in his The Strata of Derbyshire (1811), p 62.
See also JBDHS No 21 (1994) p 27.
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Henry Watson’s letter also mentions his workshop (and
residence?) at Ashford. He had moved here about 1742 follow-
ing his purchase of the marble works of John Thorpe of Bakew-
ell, carver and marble cutter. He may also have had a house in
Bakewell at this time and certainly retired to the Bath House
there in 1765°.-

Thus Henry moved into business, worked in marble and
turned vases in fluor spar on his newly invented lathe. His work
at Ashford, following the patenting of his famous cutting and
polishing machinery in 1751, has been recently recorded. The
drawing for his patent was pasted into Samuel Watson’s book of
sketches and accounts by White Watson. Also included is Hen-
ry’s sketch for the most ambitious marble project he under-
took—the floor of the Painted Hall at Chatsworth.

3. Samuel Watson (1715 - 1778) of Heanor,
Sheffield and Baslow.

How long Samuel and his brother, Henry, worked in partnership
is not certain but, like his father and his brother, he came to
work at Chatsworth and eventually lived at Whiteley Woods,
Fulwood, near Sheffield. His son, White Watson, was born
there in 1760 and went to school in Sheffield. In 1762 Samuel
moved to Baslow. :

The least proficient carver in the Watson family, we do not
know his activities after the early years when he and Henry
worked together. He next appears in 1756 when he is head of a
team of joiners and carpenters at Chatsworth. He is paid
£115/18/8d for ‘sashes for ye South Front, the Queen of Scots
apartment, the Hall, 2 windowes in ye East Front and one in ye
great apartment.’* ' '

In the following year, heading the same team at Hardwick
Hall, he is paid £121/19/4d for ‘work done to 26 sashes to West
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front and to taking down the woodwork and making good
again.’"!

Soon afterwards he had established a mill-stone cutting
business which probably accounted for his moving to Baslow.
He built up a thriving concern and passed it on to his son Sam-
uel. In 1786 we find his son sending millstones from Gainsbor-
ough to Lincoln on board the Lincoln vessel The Master."

Samuel the father regularly placed advertisements in the
Derby Mercury for the sale of his machine. It would crush
twenty bushels of malt in an hour and eight bushels of oats or
beans for cattle in the same time. It could be seen at George
Richardson’s in Irongate, Derby, and new gritstone rollers could
be purchased from Samuel Watson in Baslow for £5-5-0 a pair.
In 1779 his son; Samuel, was trying to sell his late father’s pat-
ent for the machine".

4. White Watson of Bakewell (1760 - 1835).

Thanks to Ted Meeke’s biography we have a good survey of
White’s varied activities. What concerns us here is the fact that
without his assiduous collecting and preserving of family re-
cords we should know little of the life and work of his grandfa-
ther, father and uncle. Although as a polymath he had the
widest interests of all the Watsons, he was not as fine a carver as
either his grandfather or his uncle.

We are indebted to him for saving his grandfather’s and un-
cle’s drawings and accounts. It was from White that Bateman
acquired their accounts which are now in the Bodleian Library,
(Appendices I & II). The chief collection of his grandfather’s
drawings and accounts are now in the Chatsworth Archives, the
bulk of them pasted into White’s own book containing the out-
lines of his silhouettes of relatives and friends'. The list of con-
tents is in his own hand and is pasted inside the cover as follows.
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Contents Page
1691  An agreement with Mr Young for carving
done at Chatsw. 2
1692  An agreement with the Earl of Devonshire for
Carving the Great Chamber (State apartments etc.) 4
Pattern for 4 Pannels for Dining Room above stairs 7
1698  Bill for East Front in bill S 14
1698  Agreement with Duke for Ch.piece in Gallery 14
Designs for Great Chamber (State Ap) 5t09
1699  Agreement for Urns, Mask heads etc. _ 11
1701  Bills for the Urns, Mask heads etc. 12 - 64
1701 Chapel—Bill for seats in Chapel Gallery 21-63
1701  Bill for Urn on the Alter in the Chapel 64
1701  West Front. Agreement with the Duke for West Front 13
1701  Bills for West Front . 62,65,67,69,70,72,80
Design for a Door case etc. West Stair Case 15
Mask Heads, designs 16
Arms, Design of the Arms on the West Front 19
1704  Bills for the arms. Seats in Chapel Gallery etc. 21,63,72
Design of Chapel Alter, Gallery etc. 22,23,72
Design for the Date in the West Front 32,34
1704  Queen of Scotts Apartment—Dbill for 63
Design for Beufett (Buffet) 70,71
1705  Bills for Beufett, Vases. Designs of Vases set
on the top of House etc. 42 to 54
1705  North Front. Agreement with Duke for North Front 68
Designs for oval windows North Front 57
1706  Bills for carving North Front 69
1706  Heads of Several Bills 72
1708  Cascade—bills of 73-74

1711 Bills for Scroll tops of House, Marble Cistern
4 lion heads top of Cascade, etc

1711  Lower Dining Room bill, in bill 74
1711  Cellar. bill for carving 10 cask ends 75
Gallery - Bill for 76
Mr. Watson's Observatlons on the Carvings
at Chatsworth 77
Monument to Mr. Watson 79

1760  Henry Watson carved the Arms over
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the Door way—stables
1775  Carved the ends of two Casks in the Cellar.

Of unusual interest are the references to the carving of the
Cavendish achievement on the great casks in the Chatsworth
cellars. Some of these, carved in oak, still survive in the House,
though how many there were is unclear.

White tells us in his ‘Contents’ that Samuel carved twelve
‘and Henry added (or restored?) two cask ends. However, the
Chatsworth Accounts give the following references':-

1714 Sept 6.Saml. Watson Carver bill (vizt.) Carving ye heads of
10 great vessels with his Graces Arms at 2 li each £20

Sept 24 Paid Mr. Watson, Carver in full for 2 large vessel heads
with his Graces Arms £04-0-0

So, how many cask heads were carved by the Watsons?
The 6th Duke makes the matter no clearer and wrongly states the
carvings were a gift from King William III :-

To that cellar we now descend to look at the twelve
Apostles, once a great lion, being oaken butts, with the
first Duke's arms carved upon them, and said to have
been a present from King William III. The four Judges
are plain, and so are the twelve Jurymen. The wine-
cellar is insignificant; the beer cellars an endless
labyrinth'S, '

Some of Samuel Watson’s butt ends are still in the cellars
attached to the barrels; some are in pieces, and two, reasonably
well preserved, are currently stored on the back stairs to the Din-
ing Room.

- On inspection three types of achievement are evident. The
first is the Cavendish achievement without a Garter strap; the
second includes the Garter and the third includes the Garter and
a collar of roses around both the supporting stags’ necks. Until
better inspection is carried out it would seem the first are those
of 1711 referred to by White Watson; the second and third types

58



_The Watsons

would probably be those of 1714, carved after the 2nd Duke had
become a K.G. (1710). None that can be certainly attributed to
Henry Watson has yet been discovered. ’

The other collection of family drawings collected by White
Watson is in the Derbyshire Record Office at Matlock'. It com-
prises sketches for work at Chatsworth and elswhere by Samuel;
then follow drawings for church monuments by Henry and also
by White. None is signed and it could be that there may be one
or two by White’s father, Samuel.

However, White does pay a tribute to his father by includ-
ing a silhouette of him and a drawing of the portable milling ma-
chine which he patented in 1774,

The Watsons were indeed an ingenious family.

WITH SKETCHOF HAND CORN MILL. SAMuEL WATSO
INVENTED BY HiM - OF BASLOW, DERBYSHIRE

White Watson’s tribute to his father.
Derbyshire Record Office (D589Z/Z.85).
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APPENDIX I
Bodleian Library. Ms. Eng. Misc. {383

Small leather-bound notebook with bookplate of Bateman of
Middleton Hall by Youlgrave in the County of Derby. It is enti-
tled Samuel Watson’s Notebook. In fact, ff1-73v are Samuel’s
notebook; the rest of the volume, ff74-191, which are bound in
upside down, is the notebook of his son, Henry Watson. Both
have been guillotined to a common size before being bound
together.

f2

f2v
3

f3v
f4
f4v
5
f6

fov

Samuel Watson’s Notebook.

Mpr. Cattain at ye Goolden ball Long Arow.
[Joseph Catterns {1.1678-1684. Executed the superb monument to
Sir John Finch and Sir Thomas Baines in the chapel of Christ’s Col-
lege, Cambridge, (1684); R. Guinnis, Dictionary of British Sculp-
tors, p 89.]
light pencil sketch of a vase and a festoon
Drawing of 3 putti, 2 carrying a third who holds up a tray
with 3 glasses.
Mpr. Cuttaine at ye Golden Ball in Long Arow.

Drawing of grotesque mask in the centre of a
scallop shell.
light, indistinct sketches.

Drawing of nude male figure on a pedestal beside a tree
stump. He holds a ? mirror. (Narcissus?)

Ink and wash drawing of a cartouche with alternative
sides.

Lent to John Gollin 2-6
Lent Mr. Lobb [crossed out]
Lent Mr. Berckeit 1-10-0

[Berchett, or Burkett—worked at Chatsworth in 1692; carved busts
for Great Hall; 1693 he and Finch made bases for w.terrace on
which C.G. Cibber's sphinxes now stand; 1694 executed a marble
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f7

f7-8
f8v.
9
10

f10v
11
f12
f12v
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basin for the Great Stairs, F. Thompson, 4 History of Chatsworth
(1949) pp 114, 125, 212]

Mpr. Finch for a hatt _ 0-18-6
and paid at ye inn 0-1-0
Lent to John Gollin 2-6
Myr. Young for a boke 0-14-0
[Watson’s colleague at Chatsworth]

Lent Mat. Palmer 0-1-6
Due to me from Mr. Morgin, carver 1-10-4
Mr. Walker ye Plumr. 0-04-6
The Earl of Danby: 1-0-0

[Sir Thomas Osborne, 1st Earl of Danby, Marquis of Carmarthen,
and Duke of Leeds (1631-1712). One of the plotters with the Earl

of Devonshire who are said to have met at the Cock and Pinot
at Whittington in 1688 to invite William and Mary to take the
crown]

John Rose 0-03-6
Man pour mund. (?) 0-02-6
Lent John Gell 0-02-0
Lent John Davis 0-04-0

To John Goslin 0-01-0

To Mrs Paine 0-04-0

Drawing of seated woman with flowers and cornucopia
(Ceres?)

Poem in pencil

Ink sketch of bust on plinth

illegible pencilled note

ink & wash sketches—earl’s coronet and cipher; bracket
and scallop shell (like that on f3v)

pencilled notes on growing cucumbers

Faint pencil sketch of a bust

Verses in pencil on drinking

Pen and wash sketch for a Cavendish monument bearing
an achievement with supporters.
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f15
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Pencil sketch of a tapir(?) [not by Samuel Watson]
Poem on drinking

O hapy’s he who from business free

4 bottle crowns his bliss...

ends with a reference to ng William’s good carress

~ A pencil sketch—portrait in an oval—William IIT (?)

Blank ‘
August 19th Paid Henry Painter 00-16-00
Paid Mr Davis for deald (?)

and all other accounts to ye 21st August 12-09-06
Pencil sketch of an urn and cover on a plinth

Ink sketch of an oval with measurements

££16-18Written upside down by White Watson.

Matrimonial disappointment at Bakewell

On Monday last consdly (sic) excitement was caused in
the quiet town of Bakewell by the following event. A re-
spectable tradesman of the town had formed an attach-
ment for a young lady of the same place and had
proceeded so far as to purchase the ring and enter into
other arrangements preparatory to the connubial knot
being tied. But the old proverb is ‘many a slip between
the cup and the lip’ was deemed to be verified in this in-
stance. The young man transferred his affections to an-
other fair one residing in the same town fto whom he
plighted his troth and made preparations to marry her.
The parties accordingly repaired to the parish church of
Bakewell for that purpose. On the above day, when an
obstacle to their marriage was presented, which for a
time at least doomed them to experience disappointment;
it appeared that the mother of the young lady who had
been so unceremoniously deprived of her intended hus-
band proceeded to the church with her daughter, who is
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with a host of witnesses to speak to the faithfulness of the
twain. It appeared from the scene that soon followed
that the revd. gentleman who performed the ceremony
. was not ignorant of the circumstances of the case. When
he had proceeded to that part of the ceremonial where it
is asked whether there is any just impediment etc. the
" mother stepped forward and stated her reason why it

should not proceed and the clergyman, deeming her
statement good and substantial, acceded to her wishes
and dismissed the parties. Although frustrated in their
object by so untoward an event, they did not give all up
as lost, but on retiring from the church set off with the
greatest expedition to Peak Forest in a fly which they
had previously engaged to convey them to Matlock after
the ceremony should be performed at Bakewell. Whether
the parties reached Peak Forest in sufficient time to have
their wishes gratified by their union, or whether any
other mishap occurred to them we have not heard. A
large concourse of the inhabitants of Bakewell was as-
sembled in the church yard to witness the novel
spectacle.

f18v  Pencil sketch for a monument

ff19-20Blank

f20v  Pencil sketch of mural or ceiling painting (Leda & the
swan?)

f21  Blank .

f21v. Pencil sketch of ceiling painting

222  Ditto of vase on plinth

ff22v.23 Notes on Roman numerals and how to write them,
from 100-1682

f23v. ...your warrant
18/28 day of March (2 copyof part of a letter)
at ye Hague
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Devonshire

Cleared with Mr Davis for Boarding and all other
Depts and accounts and Began again to Diate whith him
ye 19th of Aug'. 1691 at 4s per weeke. Began again to
Diate ye 27 of August. At Easter accounted with Mr.
Davis for diat and cleared to that time: except 18 shil-
lings that I ow him.
Began again ye 4th April
Jan 30 paid Mr. Davis £1-00-00
Poem in youthful hand. v
Wee’le keep ye precious minutes heve,
And prolong ye day unito a year,
If father time father time deny us,
Wee'le seize his forelock ere he can passe,
And to retain to retain him by us,
‘weele clip his wings, break his scythe and his glasse.
Pen drawing for corinthian capital encompassng a satyr’s
mask

ff25v-26 Two pencil sketches for a mural monument.

f26v.

Poem on the coming of William of Orange
..How happy are we grown,

How joyful our throne,

how sad was Charles fall

How just was William’s call.

f27  Two pencil sketches of satyrs’ heads

f28  Alist of towns and their mileage from ?

f28 A list of great ships burnt in the French fleet and the
numbers of their guns

f29 A love poem

ff29v-30 A poem

f30v  Blank
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Childlike sketches of peacocks

ff31v-33 Blank
1f33v-34 Pencilled poem about the Duke of Monmouth and the

‘Romish fermenters’.

£f34v-35 Faint pencil drawings
ff35v-36 Blank

f36v
£37
38
£38v
£39

f39v
140
f40v

Measurements for a capital

Faint sketch with measurements

Pencilled poem. Faint measurements

Faint sketch of lute

Ink sketch of part of wrought iron staircase [Detail of
Jean Tijou’s staircase in the Great Hall, Chatsworth]
Poem '

Pencil sketch for a monument

Sketch for a decorative motif with a cherub. In case of
canker in ye mouth take honey, allom, and gunpowder
and rub your mouth. '

ff41-41v Blank

142
43

f43v

44

Ink sketich of reclining nude female

Trophy over ye Great parlour dor: 8 and (?) for a back ‘
stayers ye same height as ye Lion and Unicorn
£1-10s-9d. Shields shall be close to their bellies: a Kings
armor 4 foot squ’. 5 pound. foldags (?) panells of both
side  9s per foot runing: those wrought on a ground 5s
pr foot. The Lion and Unicorn 45s each. The urns for
the alter 30s each. Ye Cherubim heads 12 each. Ye
great scrowls for  ye Alter 40s each. Impost 2 mem-
bers for ye seats 1s per foot. Ye Ballexion (bolection) for
Body of ye pullpitt 2 members a 9s per foot. Ye cornish
(cornice) for ye lip 2s 6d pr foot.

Pencil drawing of a trumpet. Moulding and
measurements

Sketch of 2 lobster pot helmets-
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f45
f45v
f46
f46v
47

f47v

48
f48v
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Loans
To Mr. Finch: Bakewell 00-00-06
To Mr Oates 00-00-06
1693
Oct ye 29 Lent Mr. Jackson 2-6
[Benjamin Jackson, Master Mason at Chatsworth]
‘Lent Mr Oates 1-0
" Mr Goodfellow 0-6
" Mr Rivers : 1-0
" Mr Lobb 2-0
[master carver at Chatsworth]
Jan 7th Lent Mr Hobb 20-0
Due to me from Mr. Finch 18-0
[see f6v above] .
Jrom Mr. Recard ' 16-0

[? James Richards, 1671-1759, who was appointed on Grinling Gib-
bons's death (1722) as Master Sculptor and carver to George L.
See Guinnis, p 319]

Blank

Drawings of sculpted heads.

Drawings of viols.

Drawing of a portrait cartouche with cherubs.
Pencil drawing of vault of apse with cherub

[For the reredos or the balcony in the Chapelat Chatsworth]
Pencil sketch for a monument :

Pencil sketch for military trophies

Note of Journeys '

From Chatsworth to Stamford li.e. to Burleigh House]
To Anstone in Yorkshire

To Chesterfield to Staveley

To Birmingham

To Spinkhill

Pencil sketch of a sphinx on a plinth
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£50

50v.

£51
f51v

The Watsons

[From C.G. Cibber’s sphinxes on Finch’s plmths in the garden at
Chatsworth; see f6y above]
Accounts
Weekly wages Sep 12 1692 - July 3 1693
December ye 16th 1692 :
Receaved of Mr Weldon the sum of 6 pounds 3
shillings and 6 pence
[{James Whildon, Auditor and Recelver at Chatsworth.
F Thompson p 33]
Receaved ye 18 July (1693) of Mr Lobb ye sum of
£19-5-6. This was all due to me from ye beginning to ye
date above written.
Sketch of urn.
» ,, finial of urn
List of numbers

ff52-58 Blank

f58v

59
59y

f60
f60v

September ye 10 1692
Memorandum
That Saml. Watson and myselfe come then to a general
Account for al workes don by him at Chatworth upon the
account of Mr Young and myselfe as parteners from the
3d of Octor. 90 to this present day and cleared him to
this day.
Witness, my hand the day and yeare above written
Joel Lobb

Blank o
September ye 10 1692
Memorandum .
That Saml. Watson and myselfe come then to a General
Account.
Blank
Lines of poetry. Faint.
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f6lvy

162

f62v
{63

f63v
f64

f64v

165
f65v

166
f66v
f67
f67v
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My Banner a barber over against the White Horse in pell
mell. Charles Deken.

Ink sketch of clarionet.

To Tom Houlbert at Mr. Browns a plasterer in London

* house yarde near st Pauls.

[?—Holbert, who was an assistant to John Nost and carved a
chimney-piece in purple marble for the long gallery at Hampton
Court in 1701. Gunnis, p 205]

John Watson at Mr Bordons a shoomaker at ye signe of
the Goolden Bookes: In high Holborne neare Druery
Lane, London.

To Henry Painter next dore to ye Angell and Cradle in
Marrowbone Street near Pickadilly.

To Mpr. Pinch at Mrs Morrises at ye Cook and Gridiron
in London House Yard at ye west end of Pauls.

John Hardy’s at Sam Browns apothecary in Leicester.
Poem :

Great reasons Rise from Beauty

More verses

Memorandum. Lent to Mr. Burket a booke of songs and
satyrs '

To Mr. Oates ye seege of Londonderry

To Henry Painter 2 Books of Beare (?)

To cure ye scurvey etc

Verses

Sketch of statue of Mars

[similar to that on the monument of William and Henry Cavendish
in Edensor Church.]

Verses

Poem to a lady

Faint sketches of flowers
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f68
f68v

169
f69v

70

f70v

71

The Watsons -

Faint sketches of cherubs and drapes

Accomp. October ye 3rd

began ye ornaments for ye Chapell

e first week. [i.e. Chatsworth]

Rd. ye 20th of Decem. 9 pounds 7s-6d

of Mr. Young and My. Lobb

March ye 27 Rd. of Mr. Lobb and M.

Young on Myr. Weldons Account 5pd

1691 Feb 16th began ye works for Burley [Burleigh]
April 20 Dun for burley

‘Began on Saturday Sidbury [Sudbury, Derbys.] works

13 July 1691.

December ye 22. Rd of Mr. Wheldon ye sume of 13
pound 16 shilling upon ye account of Mr Younge and Mr
Lobb.

March ye 3rd Rd then of Mr Weldon upon ye acct. of Mr
Lobbe and Mr Young for 5 weeks wages ended 6th Feb-
ruary £5-15-0

Accts. Sepr. ye 10 92.

Received of Mr Davis upon account of Mr Young and Mr
Lobb 26 pound 15 shilling 6d being in full for this day
1688/9 An account of what monies I had received since I
come to Chatsworth of Mr. Young and My. Davis.

Rd at time to ye 24 of June 05-00-00
Rd at ye time of Mr Young '
July ye 2nd 02-00-00
of Mr Davis Oct ye 12 10-00-00
of Mr Davis Decr.21 ' 15-00-00
of Mr Davis April ye 2nd 11-00-00
Rd of Mr Young August ye 27 02-00-00
of Mr Davis Ocbr. ye 19 ’ 05-00-00

50-00-00
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Upon Mr Youngs particular accounte before Mr Lobb
was concerned

Ink sketch of cipher within a cartouche

The work of Francis Osborne Esq.

Eighth Edition

at ye signe of St. Peeters at

ye west end of St Pauls 1682

[Francis Osborne (1593-1659), friend of Thomas Hobbes. His

works on history and philosophy were first collectd in 1673]

The first or Colection of Historys don out of french into
English by Thomas Thorleston.

My time ...... to Jan ye 4th 92, 52 weeks 2 days

On Mr Young’s 12 weeks 3%

In all 64 weeks 5 days %2

Sketch of small oval armorial lncludmg a baron’s coro-
net (a seal?)

Sketch for a corbel with 2 cherubs and a cypher within a
Garter.

Sketches for mouldings

APPENDIX II -
Bodleian Library. Ms. Eng. Misc. £383
Henry Watson’s Accounts

Bro: Sam paid to Will Owen Carver, March ye 23rd at

London £1-4-0
Paid for his tools at Northampton - £0-4-0
Wensday ye 27 1738.

Paid at London to Mr. Jno James, Carver,

to carry him into Yorkshire £1-11-6
Aprill ye 29th 1738

Paid to Mr Rob Stanton ( London) Carver  £1-3-6
Aprill ye 27th 1738
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Paid to Mr Sam: Roome, Carver» at London  £1-1-0
80  About ye chears in ye hall at Wingerworth

, Days
John Long - chairs 27
John Clay 2945
Sam Watson 31
Bagnal 31
About ye chears in ye best Parler
John Long _ 46
John Clay , 51
Sam Watson - 48
Thomas Bagnall 44
81 October ye 12 att Sutton [Scarsdale, Derbyshire]
Received of Master £5-5-0 -
183 Charlton 1733 [Charlton Park, Wiltshire?] :
August ye 29 Recd. of Mr. Hardy £2-0-0
December ye 11 Recd. of Mr. Hay £4-0-0
f84  Octoberye 1 Mr Thorpe £5-0-0
Mr Sharpe
My Sharplis

F85v Mr. Fox, Carver of Green Street, Grosvenor Square _
F86 I came to Charlton July ye 1 1733 and went to board at
James Bakers, September ye 25th
94 Jan ye 17th 1737 Saw Lord Malton at Nottingham
Set for Wentworth house Jan 21st
S. at Edensor
M. at Heanor
T. at Derby
W. at Mansfield
T. at Sr. Hardolf Vesnidges
S. Rode for Oxford.
Jan 28 at Oxford
Rode for London
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1129

133

139

144

152

f163

173
179
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- Dunstable

Market Harborough

Nottingham

Long Crofts

Wintworth

began to work

April 1738 From Wentworth

to Longcroft

Heanor

Tamworth

came to Warwick Mpr. S[mith of Warwick] ditto

8th began to model the Busto for' Sir Verney Caves
monument. [Sir Verney Caves, Bart, of Stanford Hall, Northants,
died in 1734.]

Nov 17 1738

Then fitted with John James ye Account at Lord Gowers
This day above at Winstay

Mr. Bogle, carver, came to work at Lord Gowers. May
12th 1738 [Sir John Leveson Gowers, 1st Lord Gower of Tren-
tham Hall, Staffs.]

Recd. of Lord Malton in part of carving done at
Wintworth House, of Mr. Bickerton [Francis Bickerton of
York, clerk of works. ] ,

Feb. ye 9th. Tho: Ward, Carver, came to Wintworth and
began to work Tuesday ye 21st.

Mon. March 27th. Myr. Peter Whitehead, carver, came to
work at Winitworth House.

March ye 22 1739

Abraham Butler, carver, came to work at Wintworth
House. ‘

Mpr. Robert Staunton came to W.H. to work.

May ye 8 1738

Mr. Tho: Walker came to W.H. to work
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The Wgtsons

£190v Henry Watson of Heanor in ye County of Derby, Carver,
Aprill ye 8th 1738.
f191  Rec. of Mr. Smith at Warwick in 1738 at Oxford.

NOTES

1. L. Sayce and D. Esterly. ‘He was likewise Musical. An un-
explored aspect of Grinling Gibbons’. 4pollo, June 2000.

2. See Watson pedigree in T.Brighton ‘A Monument to Samuel
Watson’, JBDHS, No.26, 1999, p.53.

3. Last Will and Testament of Bridget Watson of Heanor,
widow, 1717. Lichfield Diocesan Record Office, BC11.

4. White Watson ‘Collections for a History of Derbyshire’,

~ (n.d.), Chatsworth Library—see under Heanor.

5. R. Gunnis, Dictionary of British Sculptors 1660-1857, Lon-
don, 1951, p 414.

6. Information provided by Howard Colvin from Gibbs’s pa-
pers in the Bodleian.

7. T. Brighton, ‘The Tissington Fireplace,” JBDHS No. 22,
1995, pp 76-80).

8. Architectural Drawings drawer. Chatsworth Mss.

9. T. Brighton, ‘Marble Works on the Wye at Ashford and
Bakewell,” JBDHS no 24, 1997, p 48.

10. Chatsworth Mss. Building Accounts Vouchers L.95/7.

11.Tbid.

12.Derby City Library. Local Studies, DL 155/5 (unsorted
bundle).

13. See E.R. Meeke, ‘Notes and Queries’, JBDHS, No 22, 1995,
p 55.

14, Chatsworth Mss. Agreements and Bills of Carved Work exe-
cuted for Chatsworth by Samuel Watson, 1690-1712, etc.

15. Chatsworth Mss, C21. William Barker, Disbursemeriis on
the Building Accounts at Chatsworth, 1707. '
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16. W.S. Cavendish, 6th Duke of Devonshire, Handbook to
Chatsworth and Hardwick, (privately printed) London,
1839, p 157. :

17. Derbyshire Record Office. Samuel Watson’s Sketches,
D589Z/785

18. G. P. Challenger, ‘White Watson (1760- 1835) JBDHS no 8,
1981, p 22.

The writer wishes to thank the Bodleian Library, Oxford, the
Duke of Devonshire and the Trustees of the Chatsworth Settle-
ment, and the County Record Office, Matlock, for their help in
allowing the publication of this article.
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RAIN AT CHATSWORTH

The following is an exiract from 4 General View of the Agricul-
ture and Minerals of Derbyshire by John Farey, published in
1811, pp 99-102 (Facsimile reprint by Peak District Mines His-
torical Society, 1989). In view of the weather we have had this
autumn, I thought that it would be of some interest.

Michael Plant

By the kindness of His Grace of Devonshire, and of his Agent,
Mr Knowlton, of Edensor, I am enabled to present a very satis-
factory abstract of the Rain which fell at Chatsworth during 50
years past, ascertained by an excellent and well-attended Rain-
-Guage (sic) in the Gardens at that place, the funnel of which
‘seems to be about 18 feet above the ground, and about 60 feet
above the Derwent River at Chatsworth: the depth of Rain is
registered by the Gardener every morning, at nine o’clock,
which has fallen in the preceding Day and Night. The following
are the yearly totals, viz. in 1761, 26.525 inches; in 1762, 23.399
inches; and in

Years  Inches Years  Inches Years  Inches
- 1763...36.399 1772...30.842 1781...23.065
1764...34.262 1773...31.281 1782...39.115
1765...27.536 1774...31.522 1783...29.526
1766...25.235 1775...33.749 1784...22.976
1767...30.723 - 1776...29.892 1785...23.162
1768...39.919 1777...24.794 1786...30.676
1769...27.255 1778...29.895 1787...32.068 .
1770...29.446 1779...24.582 . 1788...19.856
1771...22.433 1780...19.443 1789...36.389
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Years Inches Years Inches Years Inches

1790...26.892 1797...30.129 1804...47.904
1791...34.698 1798...27.562 1805...22.232
1792...34.740 1799...30.995 1806...30.182
1793...24.316 - 1800...27.732 1807...27.365
1794...30.769 1801...28.345 1808...28.095
1795...23.531 1802...23.340 1809...29.911
1796...24.280 1803...24.270 1810...27.984

The total depth of Water fallen in this period, including
melted snow, being more that 119 feet, and giving a yearly aver-
age of 28.411 inches; the greatest yearly depths being 39.919 -
inches (in 1768), 39.115 inches (in 1782), 36.399 inches (in
1763), 36.309 inches (in 1789), &c.; and the least, 19.443 inches
(in 1780), 19.856 inches (in 1788), 22.232 inches (in 1805) &c.

The monthly average depths during these 50 years, appear to
be, January, 2.23 inches; February, 2.15 inches; March, 1.62
inches; April, 2.00 inches; May, 1.98 inches; June, 2.09 inches;
July, 2.70 inches; August, 2.64 inches; September, 2.77 inches;
October, 2.95 inches; November, 2.74 inches; December, 2.74
inches.

The greatest monthly depth recorded, being the first that the
guage was used, viz. September 1760, a month before the com-
mencement of the present Reign, when 7.365 inches of Rain fell
after the 14th of the Month!, 6.960 inches fell (in April 1782,
and 4.291 next Month), 6.946 inches (in December 1763, and
6.085 next Month) [with the monthly total exceeding 6 inches on
a further eight occasions]. The months in which no Rain or
Snow fell at Chatsworth, were December 1762, May 1765, Janu-
ary 1766, and September 1804: .097 inches only, fell (in June
1762), .109 inches (in October 1781), .113 inches (in December
1788, and .597 in the Month before) land no more than Yinch
on a further six occasions].
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The Weather at Chatsworth

The total number of Days, in which Rain or Snow, exceed-
ing .030 inches in depth, have fallen, in these 50 years, is 6011;
giving an average of 120 Days of Rain each year at Chatsworth;
the greatest being 166 Days (in 1782), 159 Days (in 1792), 157
Days (in 1789), 145 Days (in 1777), &c.; and the least, 71 Days
(in 1766), 73 Days (in 1765), 84 Days (1n 1762), 86 Days (in
1777), 88 Days (in 1778), &c.

The average number of Days of Rain in each Month was
nearly as follows, viz. January 9 Days, February 10, March 8,
April 9, May 9, June 9, July 11, August 10, September 11, Octo-
ber 12, November 11, and December 11 Days; which are much
nearer to an equality than might have been expected.

[Daily rainfall exceeded 2 inches on ez_'ght occasions, with a
maximum of 3.339 inches on July 22, 1779, and with more than
an inch on the following day in three cases].

If we divide the time since this important Register was first
kept, into the three largest equal periods it will admit, or of 16
years each, viz. from 1763 to 1778, from 1779 to 1794, and from
1795 to 1810 inclusive, we shall find a very remarkable de-
crease in the quantity of Rain in these three periods; the first pe-
riod giving an annual average of 30.324 inches in depth, the next
of 28.262 inches, and the last of no more than 27.079 inches!
and yet, what is more remarkable, the number of Rainy Days
have increased through these periods! having been in the 1st pe-
riod only 109 annually on the average, but amounting to 127
yearly in each of the last two periods.

[In the period September 14th to December 14th, 2000, my re-
cords show a total rainfall in Bakewell of 27 inches, with 8%
inches in October and 8 inches in November! The total for the
whole year was 53% inches. The years before that gave ftotals of
3515 inches (1997), 474 inches (1998), and 40 inches (1999).
During this period there have been 8 months with a total rainfall
in excess of 6 inches but only one with less than Vsinch. MP]
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- JOHN LOWE’S DESCRIPTION OF BAKEWELL IN 1765

The following description of Bakewell is not the earliest.
The principal accounts of the town begin with Domesday
Book (1086) and are followed by William Camden’s (Bri-
tannia, 1586), Thomas Browne’s (1662), Celia Fiennes’s
(1698), and William Stukeley’s (1723). However, this
account of 1765 was the fullest written at that time and
was known and used by White Watson in his Observa-
tions on Bakewell, (1774), published in the Derbyshire
Archaeological Journal, vol XI, (1889).

The account does not flatter the town, though it does ex-
tol its setting. I have edited John Lowe’s description in
the form of footnotes at the end (JTB).

To the author of the ROYAL MAGAZINE

SIR,
Bakewell in Derbyshire being remarkable in several respects, in-
duced me to send the following description of it; the insertion of
which, in the course of your Magazine, will be esteemed a great
favour by

Your humble servant, John Lowe

Bakewell, Nov. 4, 1765.

Bakewell, which may be properly reckoned the capital of the
hundred of High Peak in Derbyshire, lies in the 55th deg. of
‘north-latitude. The winter is not very severe here, owing in
some measure to the low situation of the place, but more to a
mist or foggy vapour that commonly arises in the morning from
the river Wye, which washes the lower parts of it. This mist

tends to mitigate the severity of the cold, which otherwise would

79



Bakewell & District Historical Society Journal, Volume 28

be intense, as may be observed by the snow lying longer in the
adjacent villages, where a greater degree of cold also prevails,
which can only be attributed to the sudden thawing of the frost
and snow here by the warmth of the above vapour. Bakewell is
situated 25 miles north north-west from Derby; 152 nearly on
.the same point from London; 34 from Manchester; and 33 from
Nottingham. It is uncertain whether there was, or was not, a
town here, so early as the time of the Romans’; but, according to
Camden, there seems to have been some vestiges of a place here
in the time of the Saxons, called by them Baddecanpell; and
Maurianus tells us, that Edward the Elder, in a tour through
these parts of the kingdom, was so well pleased with the roman-
tic and beautiful situation of this place, that he made it a
borough®. But why the name of Bakewell was substituted in the
room of that given it by the Saxons is unknown. Mr. Camden
thinks it may arise from the baths formerly here, which the an-
cient Britons called Bade; but this does not seem probable3 .How
many baths there might be here formerly, is not easy to say:
there is only one now intire, and that of a very modern date. It is
situated in the north part of the town, and has a lofty but an ele-
gant edifice’ erected over it, now. converted into a dwelling-
house; this bath is entirely covered over, and a drain conveys the
water away as it springs, to such a degree, that its design as a
bath is effectually destroyed. Its water has a tolerable degree of
warmth, with a pungent disagreeable taste, as if impregnated
with minerals®.

The town is situated partly in a vale, and partly on the de-
clivity of a hill; on the side of which the church stands. It is a
large Gothic edifice, but destitute of those barbarous, yet vener-
able ornaments so common in structures of this kind’. It is built
in the form of a cross, from the central angles of which rises a
heavy octangular tower; and from the center of this again, a very
lofty and beautiful spire, crowned with a vane, whose summit
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was, some years ago, decorated with a nest of rooks, which con-
tinued the time proper for hatching their young, where by some
accident or other, the whole nest suffered a total demolition, and
its inhabitants immediately dispersed®.

-The environs of this town are without doubt the most beauti-
ful and fertile of any in these parts; and, when viewed from the
tower of the church, exhibit a very romantic landscape’. To the
east appears a mountain, extending itself in a long chain to the
village of Rowsley, about three miles below Bakewell. The per-
pendicular height of this mountain cannot be less than a mile;
the ascent is very steep, troublesome, and fatiguing, and would
be still more so, were it not facilitated by a road which climbs
the craggy height in a winding direction, and, having gained the
top, is joined by the coach road leading to Chatsworth®. The lat-
ter road takes a large sweep, and mounts the acclivity of this
eminence slantwise, in order to render the passage up and down
more commodious and easy for carriages. The whole mountain
is very sterile and barren, except in some places, where a few
briers and small shrubs decorate the surface. On its sides are
several quarries of good free stone’; and from its summit a de-
lightful prospect of the town below, the beautiful windings of
the river, the fertile meadows, hills, vales, woods, and, in short,
of the neighbouring towns and villages for several miles distant;
and in turning to the east, you see Chatsworth, the seat of his
grace the duke of Devonshire, which reflects a most enchanting
lustre on the natural duskiness of this stupendous eminence. A
little above the town-bridge is a small round hill, whose top is
covered with a few small bushes, and nearly of a circular form.
Here the inhabitants will have it a very strong castle formerly
stood, commanding the adjacent country: but this is all mere
conjecture. Indeed the extent of the ground is so small as to be
insufficient for a fortress of this kind: besides, it is so com-
manded with hills on every side, that it would have been very
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easy to reduce it. In short, the whole is nothing more than a vain
suggestion of some fertile imagination™.

The view to the north of the town, from the tower of the
church, is terminated by Holme, an irregular Gothic structure,
the seat of John Twigg, Esq'’. This edifice, though the architec-
ture is ancient, affords a very pleasing prospect, and appears to
advantage, by being finely decorated with trees. It has also the
advantage of the river Wye flowing close by it, under a small
bridge of a very singular arch'?. This river divides itself here into
two branches, and after winding along the adjoining fields,
unites again, and flows in a single stream under the principal
bridge, at the lower end of the town. Thence continuing its
course, it enters a very large meadow, where the pleasing view
of a serpentine river is displayed, in a manner more pleasing
than words can describe. Art hath the ascendant over nature, in
some respects; but here Nature triumphs over Art, in respect to
the natural meanders, and singular curvings of this river, particu-
larly in the above meadows, where it hath almost the resem-
blance of a spiral. It continues its course serpentizing into all
manner of forms: here it appears remarkably rapid, fetching ir-
regular and rude windings, tending to strike the spectator with a
kind of pleasing horror; there it appears to slow, more compact,
and exhibits a surface as smooth as the finest canal, and winds in
a manner as if conducted by art. Its whole course, from its
source to its very disimboguement into the river Derwent, is en-
tirely serpentine; while the innumerable islands interspersed in it
contributes to render it still more pleasing and agreeable'.

Below Bakewell, at the southern exiremity of the above
meadow, on a bank rising abruptly from the river, stands Had-
don, a very capacious and irregular Gothic structure, one of the
seats belonging to his grace the duke of Rutland. This edifice
occupies a large extent of ground, but is built on no regular plan;
even the principal front is composed of dissimilar parts. In
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short, the whole wears the appearance of a Capuchine convent,
or at least a structure appropriated to religious uses, by the nu-
merous stacks of chimnies, Gothic windows, etc. while the tow-
ers, angles, and projections from the sides, give it the air of a
castle'’. An internal wretched court leads to what is called a gal-
lery, or salon, which, in its splendor, they tell you was very mag-
nificent. This salon is in a very ruinous condition, as indeed the
rest of the building is". The rooms within are dark and gloomy,
and as equally worthy of observation with the external appear-
ance. Its situation is the worst that could possibly be chosen;
commanding no view'S; and at the same time advanced so far
above the level of the river, that the communication with it, ei-
ther for ornament or use, is effectually destroyed. In every part
the marks of the corroding hand of Time are very visible; and
the barbarous ornaments patched to the sides, towers, projec-
tions, etc. are nearly reduced to a chaos of mutilation'”. The ob-
ject that principally engages the attention of a spectator is a
bowling green, situated at the end of a vistoe of trees above the
house. This, for largeness, fine turf, and level surface, may
justly vie with, if not claim a superiority above, all others in this
island. It is entirely surrounded with ever-greens, and one of the
sides is adorned with a pavilion of a more modem date, though
in as mean a taste as the original edifice®.

But to return to Bakewell: the whole (a few houses excepted)
exhibits a very wretched appearance; consisting, for the most
part, of low, smoaky, mean edifices: the streets are very dirty,
particularly the principal, where, to increase the narrowness,
which is very considerable, a whole group of shoemakers-shops,
coblers-bulks, etc. are erected on both sides, and present a rude
medly of joysts, rafters, and beams, whose craggy projections,
by thrusting themselves into the street, incomode the passengers,
destroy the vistoe, and at the same time fill a traveller with fears,
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less these ponderous fabrics should tumble about his ears, and
bury him in their ruins®.

In the principal street is a good inn, in the yard of which a
large, but cold, spring arises®; had it been hot, it would doubt-
less have been converted into a bath, which would have been at-
tended with considerable advantages, both to the town and inn
itself. The other springs in this town are almost of the same
spawish quality with the bath-spring; the hot and cold springs
are numerous, and conveyed by the drains, under ground, into
the river; so that several parts of this town, if one may believe
the inhabitants, are almost wholly excavated”. '

The number of houses cannot be readily ascertained; few are
deserving of the name of a house, so that we must not hastily ap-
ply the term to the buildings, though they are most of them in-
habited; but the whole promiscuous group of messuages,
cottages, and tenements, may amount to about 260. The ses-
sions for the peace for the northern parts of this county are held
~ in a structure not grand, but commodious®. Here is also 4 good
fairs held annually; but its market, which is on Mondays, is so
mean, that it does not deserve to be mentioned®.

Notes.

1. 18th century writers considered that because Bath and Bux-
ton were Roman towns then Bakewell, because of its warm
springs, must also have been settled by the Romans. Some
writers made similar claims for Stoney Middleton! How-
ever, in both cases the warm springs were cooler than those
at Buxton and there is no convincing archaeological evi-
dence of Roman usage in either place. The Roman altar, for
instance, found near Bakewell and now displayed in the
porch of the Great Hall at Haddon Hall, probably came from
the Roman fort at Brough-on-Noe.
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2. Edward the Elder was hardly ‘in a tour throughout these
parts of the kingdom’ and the fact the place he chose for his -
burh was in 18th century eyes ‘romantic and beautiful’
would have weighed little or nought with Edward. He was
looking for a strategic place to erect a burh against the
Danes. Bakewell was never a borough, militarily or civilly.

3. There are two errors, possibly misprints, here. First Cam-
den, (Magna Britannia, 1586), cited Marianus (not Mauria-
nus) Scolus (1028-1082), an Irish monk who wrote a Latin
chronicle.

Camden was, in fact, doubtful about Bakewell’s etymology.
He correctly gives Bakewell’s name as written in Domesday
Book—Beddacanwell, not Beddacanpell, as printed here.
He writes, ‘Now whether it borrowed this name or not if the
hot waters which the ancient Englishmen, as also the Ger-
 mans in their language termed Bade and Baden, whence

came Baden in Germany and Buda in Hungary, I know not’.
To consider the origins of Bakewell, etymologically and his-
torically, the following should be consulted:-

K. Cameron, The Place Names of Derbyshire, 1959, re-

printed 1993, part I, pp 30-31.

J. Stetka, King Edward the Elder's Burh, BDHS, 1997

J. Stetka ‘Uhtred the Founder of Bakewell Town’,

JBDHS, No. 26 (1999), pp 67-80 }

J. Stetka ‘Badeca, the Man who was Bakewell’,

JBDHS, No. 27 (2000), pp 15-22

4. In Chatsworth Library is a letter of 20th October, 1814 to
D'Ewes Coke from White Watson in which he writes notes
on Bakewell's ancient wells and their medicinal virtues.
Watson lived in the very Bath House that Lowe describes -
here and tells us that ‘though the spring which supplied the -
spacious Bath here, once of great repute, [it] now injured by
the admission of cold ones, yet the neighbourhood abounds
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with others which partake of the same nature and may proba-
" bly be of superior quality’. See J.T. Brighton, ‘Collections
for a History of Bakewell’, JBDHS, No X, (1983), pp 19-53.
. Lowe was obviously of classical inclinations and equated
gothic with the goths and barbarity. When he refers to ‘bar-
barous ornaments’ he means such features as gargoyles,
statuary, flying buttresses and pinnacles. Interestingly, when
the church was largely rebuilt in the 1840s, William Flock-
ton added examples of the first to the octagon and of the last
to the Newark.

. Considering that the old tower, octagon and spire were col-
lectively 16 feet higher than is the case now, this is an amaz-
ing ornithological observation. The nesting habit appears to
be that of the European stork rather than the Bakewell rook!
Lowe says he was told this story ‘some years ago’ and one
wonders if he heard it in the pub!

. The word ‘romantic’ had been used before and after to de-
scribe Bakewell. William Stukeley had used it in 1725 and
Sir Stephen Glynne exactly a hundred years later.

See ‘Sir Stephen Glynne’s Notes on Bakewell Church and
Haddon Hall’, JBDHS, No 23, (1996), p 53. _

. Notice the exaggerated description here, which is typical of
the period. The word ‘mountain’ was still readily used in
- English prose and verse. Doctor Johnson used the same hy-
perbole and would not have accepted today s view that there
are no mountains in the Peak.

The road over Ball Cross was the old packhorse track which
perturbed Celia Fiennes when she looked down on Bakewell
in 1698. The coach road is that which goes to Pilsley and
Edensor.

. Bess of Hardwick’s Chatsworth House, (built 1551-c1582),
was built from Bakewell stone, as was its successor, the 1st
Duke of Devonshire’s baroque palace, (built 1689-1707).
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The 6th Duke’s extensions (built 1820-1840) were faced
with ashlar from the Ball Cross quarry.

See J.T. Brighton, ‘Bakewell Stone and the Building of
Chatsworth House’, JBDHS, No. 24, (1997), pp 11-26

A castle indeed once stood on Castle Hill and not Edward
the Elder’s burh as some historians, even down to our day,
have maintained. John Lowe probably assumed all castles
were large fortresses of stone when, in fact, many Norman
motte and bailey castles, unlike that at Castleion, were con-
structed largely of timber and were of modest proportions.
This was borne out by the excavations of 1969 as described
by M.J. Swanton, ‘Castle Hill, Bakewell’, Derbyshire Ar-
chaeological Journal, XCII, (1972), pp 16-27.

John Twigge, who became sheriff of the county, was a ten-
ant of the Eyres at this time. The oldest part of the house is a
late mediaeval or early 16th century wing, built by the New-
ton family, masked behind an 18th century facade with

- gothic dormers. The main house was erected in 1626 by

Bernard Wells, a Gloucestershire lead merchant. It may be
the work of the local architect, John Smythson.

For information on Holme Hall see:-

12.

13.

J. Tulley, The Old Halls, Manors & Families of Derby-
shire, Vol. 1, (1892), pp 23-26.
M. Craven & M. Stanley, The Derbyshire Count?jy
House, vol. 1, (1982), p 41.
J.T. Brighton, ‘An Early 18th century Landscape and
Garden in the Peak District’, Journal of Garden History,
vol. 4 no. 4, (1989), pp 259-385.
Holme Bridge (c1664) has 5 arches. He is referring here to
the overall span.
Sadly the Wye has lost this serpentine aspect south of the
town, a ribbon of meanders which Stewkeley admired from
the tower of All Saints church. Inadvisable and ill planned
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building, not least since global warming has become a threat,
has interfered with the river’s natural flood plain.

The word ‘disimboguement’ would appear to be a typo-
graphical error; it does not appear in any standard dictionary!
His grim description of what is today regarded as one of
Britain’s most venerable houses need not surprise us follow-
ing his comments on the parish church. Again he reveals his
dislike of gothic and his preference for classical symmeiry.
His disparaging reference to a Capuchin Convent bears com-
parison with the engraving of 1782, which makes Haddon
Hall appear like a prison or a military barracks. (See E.
King, ‘Observations on ancient castles’, Archaeologia VI,
1782.

Haddon’s celebrated Long Gallery is referred to here. This
room, along with much of the rest of the house, was in a sad
condition. Indeed, the Duke of Rutland had been considering
pulling‘the house down. In 1722 John Eyre of Holme Hall
wrote to his brother, William (Eyre) Archer, that ‘Haddon
Park is all demolished but ye H[ouse], which goes next.’
(Bagshawe Ms 313, Sheffield City Library).

The state of the house appeared little better in 1789 when
John Byng, Viscount Torrington, called. ‘I cross’d over a
bridge to the house, of awful and melancholy look, as if de-
ploring its forlorn state; the river, below, finds tears... The

- poor abandoned place is deserted...and uninhabited, because

then not subject to the window tax!.. The gallery is very no-
ble, tho’ not of the grandeur or length of that of Hardwick,
being but 110 feet long; yet it is full state of antiquity, finely
wainscotted, finely window’d, with much stain’d glass; and
to my great surprise, a modern table spread with eating
preparations—as. cold ham etc. etc.” (The Torrington Dia-
ries, ed C.B. Andrews, 4 vols, London, 1934, vol I, pp

42-43)
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Again he is considering Haddon’s location in terms of -the
18th century English landscape movement, as does Byng.
Another reference to gargoyles and rain water heads.

This is not the Elizabethan bowling green which once occu-
pied the top terrace of the gardens but is the site now known
as Bowling Green Farm, just to the south east along an ave-
nue of trees. The ‘pavilion’, now a house, bears the date of
1696 under an earl’s crown on its lead rainwater heads.

For a discussion of Haddon’s bowling greens see J.T. Brigh-
ton, ‘Haddon Hall Gardens; Facts and Fancies’, Journal of
Garden History, vol 6, no 3, pp 232-264.

This group of ramshackle buildings was cleared away by
1804 when the Rutland Arms was built and the Square laid
out. The 1799 Map of Bakewell in the Haddon Estate Office
shows the layout of these buildings

The reference here is to the White Horse of which the old
stables survive (now a fish and chip shop) at the foot of
North Church Street. White Watson tells us that ‘in sinking
the foundations for the Rutland Arms in 1804 at the depth of
5 or 6 yards, a bind being cut through, a spring issued up that
appeared to be combined with sulphurated Hydrogen, had
the taste of Harrogate water, but from its disagreeable smell,
it was immediately conducted into the main sough and cov-
ered. Several similar springs have been observed to the south
of this.” (op. cit. See note 4 above).

When, exactly, the wells were finally culverted is uncertain.
Some still appear in fields and gardens when the water table
is high. Perhaps the streets of the town in the 17th century
bore some resemblance to Wells in Somerset where water
flows in gullies beside the pavements.

The Old Town Hall is referred to here. For hundreds of
years magistrates have dispensed justice in Bakewell. Sadly,
as I write, the courts in Bakewell, Matlock and Ashbourne
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are being closed as part of the Lord Chancellor’s legal

reforms. ,

23. Bakewell is proud of its ancient stall market, which today
faces possible decline. The market was not always extolled
and Byng referred to ‘the dirt and gloom of Bakewell’...
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EARLY CATALOGUES FOR THE BAKEWELL SHOW
Trevor Brighton

At the beginning of 2000 Robert Grigor Taylor of the Lathkil
Hotel, Over Haddon, generously gave this Society five early
catalogues for the Bakewell Show for the years 1857, 1878,
1896, 1898 and 1899. In addition there was a copy of the cata-
logue for 1851, the earliest known to survive, and a plan of the
Showground for 1975. All the catalogues were printed for the
Bakewell Farmers’ Club, then the principal funding organisation
of the Bakewell Show.

As L.M. Ward has shown, the Show first met in 1819 in a
field beside the Angel Inn in Chesterfield. It was organised by
the newly founded Scarsdale and High Peak Agricultural Soci-
ety. The Duke of Devonshire was the Society’s first patron and
it was decided to alternate the Show’s venue between the Angel
Inn and the surrounds of the Rutland Arms at Bakewell, where
the second Show was held in 1820, and when Sir George Sitwell
of Renishaw was patron. In those days the cattle and stall mar-
kets were held in the town’s streets (until 1826, when they were
removed to a croft beside the Peacock), so the penning and judg-
ing of sheep and cattle in the public spaces of the town were
quite acceptable and must have enlivened the journey of many a
traveller whose coach rattled in and out of the Rutland yard. The
inn itself would have been thronged with the local aristocracy,
gentry and farmers, who gathered there for the annual Show din-
ner. The fare provided by the proprietors, William and Ann
Greaves, was celebrated well beyond Derbyshire and, of course;”
included the celebrated pudding which Ann Greaves helped to
make famous in the town.
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On account of growing interest within the county the Soci-
ety changed its name to the Derbyshire Agricultural Society in
1827. However, the organisation and the two alternating sites
were unable to cope with the increasing number of entries and
farmers in the south of the county found Chesterfield and -
Bakewell too remote. In 1836 the South Derbyshire Agricultural
Society was established and the parent body changed its name to
the North Derbyshire Agricultural Society. Other venues were
used; in 1840 the Show assembled in Chatsworth Park and in
1841 at Alfreton Park.

Further division occurred in 1843, when two members of
the Society, Lawrence and Peter Furniss, of Birchills Farm, near
Bakewell, posted the following notice in Bakewell and the farms
around.

NOTICE TO FARMERS

It is the undoubted opinion of a number of practical
farmers that it would materially promote the interests of
agriculture to establish for the district of Bakewell a
Farmers’ Club. For this reason a meeting will be held at
the Rutland Arms, Bakewell at twelve o’clock, the 20th
day of February instant, to organise and establish an in-
stitution of the above description, to be called the
“Bakewell Farmers’ Club”. Those persons who feel in-
terested are reéspectfully requested to attend the above
meeting.

Lawrence Furniss

Peter Furniss

February 8th, 1843.

This was a bold move to free the farmers from too much
aristocratic control and patronage. In 1850 the Bakewell Farm-
ers” Club broke away from the North Derbyshire Agricultural
Society and took the positive step of organising a small show of
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its own. The earliest of the catalogues given by Robert Grigor
Taylor is for 8th October, 1851, the year of the Great Exhibition.
Bakewell’s show was held in October in those days and was
only changed to August towards the end of the nineteenth
century.

DARBITBRLL PARIEBR'S CLUYRB.
1851,
MR. llﬂl\.hf:i(; Ry I;RU .':'l.l'ltslnfi.\”r.
HOX, G L CAVENBIRH, l‘., Vier Presinesr.

THE THIRD
NNUAL EXHIBITION OFF FARMING STOCK, &e.
OF THE YFRACRTIERS TO THE ADOVE SOCIETY,
WiLL BE HELD AT BAKEWELL,

-GN WEDNESDAY, THE EIGHTH DAY OF OCTOBER NEXT,
WHULK THE FALLOWING

PREMICMS WILL BE OVFERED.

The Stock must be boua fide the property of the Exkibitors.

Any Memdor may enter his Stock for Swvepslakes, or Matches, or to be shewn ax Extra Stock.

Y

PREMIUMS,

CATTLE,

- Clas, £ a4
g«’m"’ 1 For the best shart-horned Ball of two years and upwards. 2 6 0
;.7 For the second best dn. do. 1 60
W“;"‘M ~ 2 For the hest yearling short-horned Bull, 2 0 €
"g; For the eccand hest da. v o Leu
v, i For the bost short horned Cow,  combining in the grentes( (logrcc milking and 2 0 ¢

N grazing propeasitics, incalll ot having had a calf gince March 1, 1851, .. }
For the eecond beat do. du. .. 1.6 ¢
4 Frr the hest short-hormed Heifer, twa years old, in milk or incalf. 1 00
For the sccond hest : .. .. .. 0100
5 For the hest yesrling shori-homed Helfer, 1 00
For the second best da. .. 010 0
6 For the best Bull Calf of the short-horned brucd 6 months and undpr [20ld,.. 010 ¢
7 For the best Cow Calf, do. do. “. 010 ¢

CATTLE 0F ANY HRFED.
8 Faor the best Cow of any brred, in itk or incalf. 1 00
SIEED,

9 For the bent lang-woolled Ram of any age abovg a shewrling, . o200
For the second best do, do. .. .. 1. 00
10 For the best shearling long-woolled Rawm, .. .. ... 200
Tor the second best do. . 1 0 0
11 For the beat pen of five long-woolled Faves, whivh have hlcd and mlklul 10 0

Lamby in the spring of 1851, j
For the second best . clee, o .. 010 0
12 For the best pen of five long-woalledd | hewves. .. .. 1Loo
Fur the sccond best, o, " .. 010 0

93



Bakewell & District Historical Society Journal, Volume 28

~ The 1851 catalogue, printed by J. Goodwin of Bakewell, is
only a modest pamphlet of two pages, or four sides, the last be-
ing a list of members’ names and residences. The first two pages
reveal the very modest endeavours of the Bakewell Farmers’
Club. The third is blank. '
~ The Show was held in Bakewell Cattle Market and the fol-
lowing sections were judged:-
~ Cattle
Sheep
Pigs
Horses'
Cheese
Turnips
- Farms
Meanwhile, the North Derbyshire Agricultural Society held
its own shows in 1850, 1851 and 1852. Reconciliation appears
to have taken place at this point and in 1853 a united show was
- held at Bakewell. The entries from the Bakewell farmers in-
creased and in 1857 White’s Directory extolled their efforts:

Bakewell Farmers’ Club...may now rank amongst the
most influential in the Kingdom being liberally sup-
ported by the nobility and gentry of the district, who
contribute also largely to the prize fund. The object it
has in view is the promotion of agricultural improve-
ment, for which purpose the members meet monthly, for
discussing every subject connected with practical agri-
culture, and annual premiums are given to every descrip-
tion of farming stock, poultry, cheese, root crops, best
cultivated farms etc. etc. There is also an excellent li-
brary attached to the Club, supplied with all the best
works and periodicals in agriculture, as they issue from
the Press... The annual exhibition of stock etc. is held at
Bakewell in the month of October, and all other
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meetings of the Club are held at the Rutland Arms Hotel,
~ Bakewell. At the annual exhibition in 1856 the Silver
~ Cup, presented by Sir Joseph Paxton M.P. for the best
cultivated farm, was awarded to Messrs Furniss, Birchill
Farm. Mr L. Furniss of Birchill Farm, is the Secretary.

The next catalogue given to the Historical Society is a copy
of that for 1857. At the Show, poultry were included for the first
time and prizes were awarded to agricultural labourers. £1.11.6d
was awarded ‘to the Farm labourer, of good character, who shall
have lived the longest with a member of the Society’ and the
same ‘to the single Female Farm Servant, above 16 years of age’
with the same qualification.

In 1874 the Club changed its name to the Bakewell
Agricultural Society and in 1878 dogs were admitted for the first
time. The Historical Society now has the catalogue for this year.
It is now 33 pages long, is printed by John Ingleby, Printer &
Bookseller of Rutland Square, and still entitled The Bakewell
Farmers’ Club Catalogue (until 1930). Twelve rough haired ter-
riers were entered for a first prize of 10s and a second of 5s, both
given by Mr. Cunningham of Bakewell, the owner of the prem-
ises which are now our Museum. Terriers, and especially Fox
terriers, 54 in all, were pre-eminent among the 128 entries. Bull
terriers accounted for another ten. There were three pugs, a mas-
tiff, and a bulldog. Naturally ‘sheep dogs’ were well represent-
ed—fourteen rough haired and eleven smooth haired.
Gundogs—pointers, setters, retrievers and spaniels—represented
the shooting interests of the area, of which Lord George Cavend-
ish M.P. of Ashford Hall entered two retrievers and three setters.
What a contrast in breed numbers and varieties this first dog
show makes with that of the present dog show, which has now
been extended to two days.

There were still three classes for agrlcultural labourers, the
last of which awarded a prize of £1 ‘for the best cultivated
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garden belonging to a farm labourer who res1des within ten
miles of Bakewell’.

The final three catalogues, printed in Bakewell at the of-
fices of The High Peak News, are for 1896, 1898 and 1899. By
this time, the show had been moved forward to mid-August and
the length of these catalogues, 71, 75 and 80 pages respectively,
indicates the prosperity of farming and the popularity of the
event a hundred years ago. In 1898 the Bakewell Horticultural
and Industrial Society had merged with the Bakewell Agricul-
tural Society but though the horticultural sub-committee is listed
among the Show’s officers for the year no classes for horticul-
tural produce are advertised.

These shows had been held in the Meadows (Recreation
Ground) since 1864 until the present permanent s1te on Coombs
Road was adopted in 1926.

Members of the Historical Society and of the general public
may study these interesting documents in the Old House Mu-
seum, Those interested in a general history of Bakewell Show
should consult L. M. Ward’s book.
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