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John Littlewood and Joe (see text), whitesmiths,
at the door of their Granby Road workshop.



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

It seems but the blink of an eye since I last wrote this report.
Do we make history more quickly than in past ages? Is life
more frenetic—or is it that retirement, in my case, is a misno-
mer. Certainly we create more historical records as our
national affairs become more globalised.

Some are daunted by the sheer volume of historical data
and this is reflected in the shrinkage of the history curriculum
in many schools and universities. Professor Schama has been
prominent of late among those castigating the paucity of his-
tory now taught in state schools and the narrowness of some A
level courses.

For a number of years now some so-called universities have
commenced their study of History in 1789 when Louis XVI
was compelled to call the States General, or French Parlia-
. ment—one of those ‘defining moments’ we hear bandied about
so often these days!

Perhaps this Society’s History of Bakewell should begin
then; how misguided we are in beginning with the misty An-
glo-8axon origins of the town!! Be that as it may, some twenty
enthusiasts have offered contributions ranging from Badeca
and Uhtred the Saxons to Wolfgang Rudolf, who came to
Bakewell as a German POW and sadly died, a respected mem-
ber of the community, in November, 2002. There is still an
opportunity for others to contribute. We need more photo-
graphs and someone who is capable at making clear charts and
maps. The editorial group of four will, like chefs making a
genuine Bakewell pudding, sample, sift and blend the ingredi-
ents to produce a flavoursome whole.
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If our Society’s annual programme of lectures and visits
limited our horizons to 1789 how dull it would be. This year
we began with your Chairman’s study of the Manners family
from their arrival at Haddon Hall to their departure, with a
dukedom, to Belvoir Castle in 1703. However, this was not a
chronological study of family succession, but rather an assess-
ment of the family’s social standing in the Peak, its economic
aggrandisement—especially in the lead trade—its Presbyterian
tendencies in religion and its parliamentary allegiance in the
Civil War. A contrast was made with its neighbours and rivals,
the Cavendishes at Chatsworth.

This was followed by Dr. Bob Toynton’s analysis of the ge-
ology of the Bakewell arca. He used well-known landscapes to
analyse their topography and vegetation and challenged a few
accepted theories. Unfortunately, the planned evening visit to
some of the sites at a later date, arranged by Alan Smith, had to
be cancelled following Alan’s summons to a hospital appoint-
ment.

Ralph Lord’s evening tour of Sheldon, the village in which
he lives, went ahead on a pleasant June evening. He showed us
how the configuration of the village street and its fields had
remained or changed since William Senior’s survey in the Ja-
cobean period. The humble street cottage has become, in
almost every case, a modernised ‘des res’, yet the village re-
tains much of its agricultural character. Ralph regaled us with
myths and anecdotes which illuminated the conclusion of the
‘evening in the Cock & Pullet. .

Such conviviality was the order of the evening at another
successful Summer Party in the Museum-—the first under the
new roof.



Chairmen’s Report

Our visit to Nottingham’s museums was a great success on a
fine July day. It began in the city’s old Courts of Justice, now
one of its new museums. We arrived in time to nominate one
of our members as a felon and others to act as witnesses for the
defence and the prosecution. What thespian talent we have in
our Society! In the mock trial that ensued Keith Cripwell was
in the dock and his wife, Annie, gave vigorous and persuasive
evidence of his villainous character. He was sentenced to
transportation to the Colonies. We all trooped after him down
to the cells, trudged around the cramped exercise yard and
quaked on entering the condemned cell, Amid grisly sights,
frightening sounds and noxious smells, we viewed the scaffold.
One could only concur with Dr. Johnson that the prospect of
execution certainly concentrates the mind.,

Most of us were relieved to picnic in the grounds of Not-
tingham Castle before visiting its excellent museum. The day
ended with a visit to the fine Museum of Costume. Its im-
pending closure by Nottingham City Council prompted many
to sign a petition to save it, followed by a letter of protest on
our behalf by our Secretary.

The lecture programme resumed with Dr, Dudley Fowkes’s
talk on recent research which catalogued industrial archaologi-
cal sites in NLE. Derbyshire. I, for one, recalled the scenes of
my boyhood—the collieries, Staveley Iron & Steel Works, the
railway yards and the Chesterfield Canal—all now largely
derelict. We pondered on the days of muck and brass, full em-
ployment and, in my case, a very happy childhood.

Ken Smith’s lecture took us on another archeological jour-
ney, this time into the Peak. He looked at Bronze Age charcoal
burning sites in the dales and the medizval field systems of the
lost hamnlet of Chatsworth. In particular he traced the chequ-
e¢red survival of the Nine Ladies Circle on Stanton Moor—not
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just in the face of vandalism from latterday ‘druids® and magi-
cians of the black arts, but from archeeologists themselves as
they strive to create the ‘right” environment for the monument.

The following evening the Society enjoyed yet another party
in the Museum to celebrate a successful year in which its roof
was successfully restored without closing to the public.

Our President’s lecture dealt with the- history of Rivelin
Chase and Stanage Moor. He showed how the moors had been
used and managed since ecarliest times as catfle enclosures,
sheep pastures and deer chases. Tell-tale ditches, banks and
rocks were the clues in the heather. Here too were the bound-
ary stones on the moors between Hathersage and Ecclesfield,
which separated the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms of Mercia and
Northumbria, the medieval metropolitan dioceses of York and
Canterbury and the old county boundaries of Derbyshire and
Yorkshire. The lecture concluded with the management of the
moors for grouse shooting and the discovery of many num-
bered drinking troughs for grouse, chiselled out of the gritstone
rocks. Do grouse drink from troughs?

And so to the Christmas luncheon, held again at Hassop
Hall. We were delighted that our only surviving life member,
Pavio Knighton, could be present.

Now for the unhappy events which inevitably occur—the
deaths of members. In 2002, just after the Journal had gone to
press, we were informed of the sudden death of Avis Goodwin.
She and her husband Charles had just entered sheltered ac-
commodation at Farnham, where they had moved to be near
Charles’s son and his family. We all felt the loss when Charles
and Avis left Bakewell seven years ago. They had been an i0-
credibly industrious team in the Society. Avis was a Trustee of
the Museum and one of the best Treasurers the Society has had.
Her calm approach and twinkling humour prevented the Coun-



Chairman’s Report

cil from being over-exuberant in the heady times of success
and kept it buoyant in the face of disappointment. I wrote im-
mediately to Charles to express these sentiments on your
behalf. :

The Society has also lost two other members—Mrs
Vivienne Tayles who had long wardened at the Museum, and
Miss Maureen Carey, who had belonged to the Society for just
over a year, following her retirement as a long-serving Town
Clerk in Bakewell.

- Sadly, we have to say goodbye to three loyal mermbers who
are soon to leave Bakewell—Molly Pugh and Keith and Annie
Cripwell.

Molly came to Bakewell in 1971. Because her uncle, Bill
Cairns, lived near the Museum in Cunningham Place and had
always been interested, she soon joined the Historical Society
and as a result persuaded her neighbours, Charles and Avis-
Goodwin, 1o join also. She has been a member of the Council
and for many years organised the wardens’ rota for the Mu-
seum. Typically, she quietly covered for a number of wardens
who were unable to carry out their duties. A trim and sprightly
septuagenarian, Molly appears indefatigable. She has helped
with cleaning at the Museum and with preparing coffee after
lectures. She will be greatly missed both in the Society and in
the town and we wish her every happiness as she moves to be
nearer her son.

Although Keith Cripwell has been a member for only four
years, he also has made a notable contribution to the Society.
He conceived and produced our valuable newsletter and ex-
tended his computer skills to provide illustrations for our
Journal and for exhibitions.. His forthright Yorkshire contri-
butions to discussions in the Council have been much
appreciated as has the valuable guidance that Annie has pro- -
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vided in drawing up employment contracts for our Museum
assistant. They have all our good wishes as they prepare to
move to their new house in the south west of France.

Yet the Society’s numbers continue their steady annual rise.
This is in no small way due to the efficiency and winsome
ways with which Elizabeth Wilbur deals with all enquiries.
- We currently have 262 members.

Finally you will be aware that this Journal does not contain
a Museum Report. Members of the Museum Comumittee have
decided to give more frequent, brief reports in the newsletter.
It is not my intention to report Museum matters here, except to
say that the Society’s Council has decided to advertise for a
replacement for Diane Kettle. Also, there was a proposal that
the Museum should open all day between 1% April and the end
of October, but the Council decided that the opening hours
should remain as last season, from 1.30pm to 4.00pm daily and
in the mornings of July, August and September. It was felt that
at least one further year should give us a chance to assess the
effectiveness of morning opening—-especiatly with last sea-
son’s addition of September. Moreover, the Council felt that a
newly appointed Museum Assistant needs to settle in and su-
pervise the Museum rota after last year’s difficulties. Any.
further changes in terms of opening will be discussed at an
open meeting of the Society’s members. - We need our volun-
teers, in whatever capacity, to be party to any future change.

We owe a great debt of gratitude to the triumvirate who
manage the affairs of the Museum—~George Challenger, Mi-
chael Plant and Alan Smith. We owe an even greater debt, as
ever, to all those members who, collectively, make our Mu-
seuim a continuing success.

Trevor Brighton
Christmas 2002.
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FURTHER NOTES ON BAKEWELL
BY CHARLES BRADBURY

Edited and with notes by George Challenger

Places

The Shambles were situated at the Working Men’s Club, (the
Old Town Hall) by the butter market and were not necessarily
used for the slaughter of cattle but for the sale of goods in gen-
eral.

The Wolfpit was in the vicini'ty of Barker’s house (now The
Brooklands) off Coombs Road.

Redwaysick was past the station continuing to Ball Cross.
Even today, the springs in the wood accumulate a certain
amount of iron from the gritstone which colours the streams
that run down the side of the road. This is very noticeable in
the wood at the back of Coombs Farm,

Wardwickway was the old so-called Roman road that runs
from Ditch Cliffe at the back of Shutts Farm, then past the Fe-
ver Hospital (The Firs) and then straight through the fields to
Crowhill Lane (now known as The Portway). :

Meyrwellane extended from Meyrwell (under the District
Council offices in Bath Street) toward the river.

Petewell (Holywell) When mother was a girl, it used to be
arched over with tufa stone and covered with moss. The name
Pete Well seems a mystery but toward Wiggersdale, there is a
field called “Petefast” Meadow (Haddon Charter, 13th cent).

i1
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King Street. Taylor’s house is now used by the Co-op Drapery
Dept. (now Chappell’s). Dr Fentem’s is now the Public Assis-
tance Office (Catcliffe House). The house now occupied by
Mr Broomhead used to be its? stables and in the yard there was
a large monkey cage.

Matlock Street. In those days, there were not so many shops.
See the 1993 Journal for shops about the time of the Great
War. Nearly all those on the right hand side going down have
been converted from private houses during the last 50 years.
Mr Tish Taylor’s house was the last to be converted into a
shop. The shop opposite, now used by the Red Cross (London
House, on the site of the new flats of that name), used to be a
draper’s shop and the small house next to it used to be the
Nag’s Head inn. One shop always had an attraction for us lads.
I think it was Mr Horsley’s who used to sell violins and other
musical instruments. On the opposite side was Mr Carring-
ton’s the chemists, a very quaint shop. Ormes was quite a
small concern and between Ormes and the Clothing Hall, as it
was called, there used to be another grocers called Todds who
did a fair amount of business. The Clothing Hall was a large
Jacobean house facing Rutland Square. It was pulled down,
together with the old Orme’s shop on the corner of Matlock
Street, to make the larger Orme’s Grocery and to allow Mat-
lock Street to be widened. The County Council planned years
ago to widen Matlock Street and look at it today. Orme’s Wine
Vaulis, the old chemists shop and the lovely old butcher’s shop
with the old cottages which had steps down into them are all
pulled down and apart from Orme’s emporium nothing put up
to replace the charming bit of Old Bakewell. What a pity
Orme’s didn’t take their engineering feat to Matlock and leave
the centre of Bakewell as it was.

12



Further Notes on Bakewell

The recreation ground was set back about 12 to 20ft to allow
for the widening of the road which will never be done.

In Wicksop (Manners Wood) there are several old quarries
which are full of interest when one contemplates that the
greater part of Bakewell and Chatsworth Houses are built of
stone which had to be hauled through the wood. See the Jour-
nal for 1997. Even the Crescent of Buxton is built of the same
stone and it doesn’t take a lot of imagination to understand the
terrific labours of man and horse when you consider the state
of the roads in those days. Fortunately, Bakewell set an exam-
ple in laying metal roads in the early nineteenth century and,
apart from the broken stone being covered with tarmacadam,
the same method of road making is in practice today. Nowa-
days, the road through the centre of Wicksop is mostly
overgrown but it used to be a very pleasant walk from the Tin
Tank (at the sharp bend in the metalled road to Ball Cross)
right through to Rowsley. The road must have been made at
considerable expense as it had been metalled and retaining
walls built to level it up on the bank side. It was of course
much in use when the quarries were working and the fact that
there were no ruts in it speaks well for its construction. In one
of the quarries, there still stand the walls of a building.

On the edge of Calton near to Wicksop Wood are various
burial mounds which are of considerable interest. These have
been opened from time to time and even over 50 years ago it
was customary for people to find ancient implements and
scholars from school used to visit Calton for that purpose.

Mockshaw Rake was the last big mine to be worked in Bakew-
ell district. It is a deep mine towards Magpie. The rake had an
abundance of spar but it has a poor fluor content. There are

13
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numerous specimens of lovely barytes. [ have found speci-
mens of copper similar to that at Ecton.

On Stanage and Bakewell moors are little quarries where it was
common for any man to get stone to build his cottage without
any hindrance 80 years ago. How the Stanage quarries became
private property is not known but the quarry on the roadside on
Bakewell moor (fowards Monyash) was never enclosed and the
stone should still be available to anyone.

[4 previous article described hare coursing at Haddon Fields.]
The last coursing was a very miserable affair. The weather was
terrible—rain, sleet and wind swept across the fields; the little
tent looked like Scott’s camp in the [ant|arctic and a more be-
draggled lot of people never trod their way from the Two Trees
to Bakewell. The two trees were said to be planted by two
brothers who parted company at the point where they each
planted a tree. This of course is merely another old wives’ tale
as there 18 a corresponding pair of trees near to Alport. They
appear to be landmarks which are of great interest as they mark
an old right of way. Two Trees is where the road to Conksbury
turns right while the ancient Portway goes straight on io Al-
port. Two young trees are now established there.

The Bath Gardens are more like part of a Sheffield park, the
tufa grotto is destroyed; several yards have been taken from the
frontage to make way for buses to stand and a ridiculous
amount of paving now occupies what used to be a lovely green.
It puzzles me to know how the Council allowed the widening
of the Square in violation of the Deed of Gift of the Bath Gar-
dens to the people of Bakewell. The buses should, after
unloading, wait on the car park in the market.

14



Further Notes on Bakewell

There are no longer the fairs which have been a feature of the
town for hundreds of years. Stalls used to line each side of the
square. Everything is brushed aside for modernization.

The market consists of a horrible conglomeration of tin sheds
and multi-coloured huts. A new stone structure has been
erected and covered with asbestos sheets on the site of the old
gardens. The recreation ground resembles Belle Vue on Sun-
days. Thank God they haven’t yet found Calton and Wicksop.
The most interesting mine to me is Mandale Mine in Lathkill
Dale. The pillars that used to carry the water to the mine are
almost ruined by hikers and every time I go up the dale I look
to see that the date stone is still where I put it many years ago
to save it being damaged any further. When we were lads it
used to be in position on one of the pillars but the vandals have
reduced them almost to the ground, as also the once charming
cottage, which used to be occupied by the overseer. Farther up
the dale, the old (Carter’s) mill used to be complete with mill
stones, water wheel and a good roof not 50 years ago.

We often visited Holme Bank chert mine for a game of
ha’penny nap by the light of yellow candles on wet Sunday af-
ternoons. Sometimes we went exploring.” Holme Bank is a
most interesting place and it is quite easy to get lost, especially
if your candle burns out. At one time it was owned by Rouse
Alsop’s father. Before him it was Mr Noton, Mr Alsop was
really a quarry owner., After a bad spell, he opened Pretoria
Quarry up Monyash Road and at -one time he sank a shaft in
Coftyn Close but with no luck. See Hard Times by G Bowering
and R Flindall for an account of the chert industry.

15
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Other Memories

Memories abound. Playing marbles under the three lamps that
used to be in the square; May Day and making daisy chains for
the girls; the Sunday School treats on Calton or in the fields
down Coombs; guisering (guiser = mummer) at Christmas and
watching the mummers at Taylor Whitehead’s doing the Black
Prince. How weird it used to be going round with the lamp-
lighter with his long pole, with a flame on the end, and what a
boon it seemed if he gave-us a couple of matches. How like
Queen Victoria Mrs James Taylor looked when we saw her one
Christmas time going from their house in King Street to the
Rutland, elegantly dressed complete with ermine cape. A
thousand and one stories flash through the mind; apples, pears,
carolling, the choir, the band, boys’ brigade. 'Then bang, it all
seemed to end with the cussed motor car.

Motor cars are really a curse to country folk and I think it
- will be a blessing to Bakewell when the new by pass is made
which will divert a lot of them which iry to get through as fast
as they can. It seems to me they are out to see how fast they
can go and have neither respect for the countryside nor the
residents.

Walking is of course a matter of form to country people, or
rather it was, as the bus is now as handy in the country as in the
town. But when we were quite young, we would set off on
Sunday afternoon and think nothing of doing 10 to 20 miles.
What I really like to see are the hikers and cyclists who move
from hostel to hostel getting the benefit of the fresh air and
SCenery. ‘

I think Dr T. Fentem had the first car in Bakewell. Tt was a
small De Dion. George Alsop had the first Ford, which I had
the experience: of riding in. The speed seemed terrific and I
really had the wind up coming down from Stanton. Another

16
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early experience was when I used to go on a journey to Hart-
ington with Percy Rowland, who drove Orme’s first Ford van.
The idea was to get on the London (Ashbourne) Road and see
how fast we could go. At 50 miles an hour, the exhaust (which
we could see) used to get red hot. The roads of course were
not tarmacked and how the thing held together was really won-
derful. We used to belt down the hills to get up the other side
and I was always thankful when we were forced to slow down
but, for Percy, the car couldn’t go too fast.

What a thrill it was to ride in a motor chara for the first time,
to the Opera House at Buxton one dark winter evening, the
wind tearing at the canvas hood. Everyone was supplied with
rugs but it probably seemed colder than it really was. How
scared we all were as we went down Topley Pike. The roads
were very rough and the solid tyres made it no better. Neither
did the poor lights, which only made a bare reflection on the
white limestone walls. A little later a chap started running a
bus from Chesterficld. This always sticks in the mind as the
radiator cap consisted of a tin which had the appearance of a
chimney. Later still the Sheffield buses started running, Mr
McKay ran a service to Sheffield which was later sold to Shef-
field Corporation. _ ,

In the early days, none of the roads were tarred and, in
winter time, they were ankle deep in shudge (the builders used
to collect and store the sludge for mortar) and it was a common
sight to see the ladies holding up their frocks or skirts when
crossing the road. In summer time the roads were dusty and
when the wind blew clouds of white dust would billow down
the street and, if you had a dark suit, it was ruined with the
dust. Most of the streets had a cobbled gutter about 18 inches
wide. These were worn smooth by the iron cast tyres and
looked quite pretty, especially up North and South Church

17
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Street. Some of the footpaths were also cobbled with lime-
stone and nearly all the stable yards.

Of all the national events in Bakewell, I think the coronation
of 1911 was the best. Ox roasting, sports, greasy pole, etc and
at night a magnificent torchlight procession with horses and
drays decorated to represent every colony. I remember espe-
cially Mr Maxwell’s wife (then Miss Elliot) who was got up in
Chinese costume to represent Singapore. The dray was 1llumi-
nated with numerous Chinese lanterns. The bridge and island
were lit up with hundreds of fancy lights and all the shops and
houses were really decorated. Never since hag there been such
a show in Bakewell.

In spring time we very often went to Haddon and frollicked
about in the grounds. It was empty then and no one ever
seemed about. 1 shall never forget the glorious show of aco-
nites that used to.grow each year on the top terrace. Actually, |
think the gardens used to look lovely when untended but I
don’t think the visitors would think so. Even nowI go round to
look at the old trees in the Park. What a pity the late duke
fenced us all out of the walks we enjoyed so much. (See Jour-
nals for 1984, 1997 and. 1998.) But 1 think if Haddon was
mine, ’'m afraid I should do the same. What a grand man the
duke was. I remember him talking to my father about the mar-
ble monument his wife was designing for their son in the
chapel; and what a lovely thing it is now it’s done. A lot of
people think it looks out of keeping but it surely gives a bit of
relief to the dismal surroundings of the chapel.

Gardening in Bakewell was almost an obsession and all the
land occupied by the cinema (which was opposite the Manners
Hotel) and as far as the recreation ground and the river used to
be private gardens, just the same as all the land occupied by the
market used to be. Children were brought up to help in the

13
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garden and in the evening it was usual to see fathers with their
children really working in their gardens. Play in those days
came second to work, which probably made it more enjoyable,

I wonder how many people have seen Haddon by moonlight
from Haddon Fields. It's a glorious sight but only seen when
the moon is in the west. Just the same as the glorious view of
Haddon from the top of Ditch Cliffe when the sun is setting
between Monyash and Sheldon and the Hall is bathed ma
beautiful hue of purpling gold, the windows reflecting the
burning sun like a mirror even at that distance. It is only for a
few days that this view is obtained but it is one of the sights to
be treasured, Just the same as the view of Bakewell and the
river winding through the valley when seen from Wicksop
when you’ve been skating on Calton Pond on a frosty night and
the moon has risen over the valley. I don’t know but we
seemed to watch the sky more in those days, the milky way, the
Great Bear, the clouds scudding by the moon. Somehow they
all seemed very lovely and mysterious.

There are still a few pubs which encourage local trade and
in Bakewell there are two which carry on the old tradition of
hospitality so far as is possible in these days when pubs cater
more for the visitor than the local inhabitants. The Wheatsheaf
at Bakewell is and always has been the most popular among
the ordinary residents and it is here you find some of the old
jollity and conversation of local interest. It was in this pub that
a man called Goodwin sold his wife for 6d. She was present at
the sale and the purchaser took her away with him to the North
of England. This was told to me by a man who was present at
the time. I believe the practice was common in those days
among a certain class. Strangely enough, the same man used to
tell me of a murder which had been committed in the town
many years ago and whilst in Derby Borough Library T saw an
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old broadsheet giving the details. It appeared a man called
Grant had murdered his girlfriend. She was in the family way
and had died through strangulation. Grant was executed at
York.

The atmosphere of the pubs used to be very genial. Every-
one knew each other and mixed accordingly. Singing was very
popular and a man whom everyone called Jack the Fiddler,
who lived in North Church Street, was in great demand., No
one ever knew his real name but he was in the town for a num-
ber of vyears. An old policeman, a sergeant and a
superintendent were the only police force and they were very
unobtrusive. In fact one hardly saw them at all. There was of
course an occasional brawl where a chap would be locked up
for the night but people were left to sort themselves out.
Poaching was popular with several chaps, especially Mr —,
whose existence depended on what he could catch in the way
of rabbits and game. He was summonsed dozens of times and
had several short prison sentences, which had no effect on him
whatsoever.

20



MILITARY SERVICE IN BAKEWELL DURING THE
FRENCH AND NAPOLEONIC WARS,
1793-1815

Trevor Brighton and Clifford Mansfield

‘Dad’s Army’, as the Home Guard was affectionately and
wryly dubbed during the 2™ World War, was hardly a new
phenomenon in Britain’s military history. Its roots go back to
Anglo-Saxon times (and perbaps beyond) when, in theory at
least, all freemen were obliged to serve in the locally raised
militia (fyrd) when called upon.

Although the Normans established a ‘feudal host’ based on
knight service, William the Conquerer and Rufus could still
call upon the fyrd to assemble in the English shires in times of
crigis.

This ‘home guard’ service was increasingly less efficient
and reliable. It was reorganised in Henry II°s Assize of Arms
in 1181, which bound all freemen of England to swear on oath
they would possess and bear arms in the service of the king and
the realm, The sheriff of each shire was to organise the local
forces.

As the king’s reliance on feudal service to raise the coun-
try’s professional army declined in the late middle ages, so a
regular paid force, not a standing army, was regulated by par-
liament under the crown. The county forces still existed and by
the time of the Civil Wars were known as the trained bands.
By the 16th century, the power of the sheriff had also declined
and his military authority in the shires was assumed by the
Lord Lieutenant, an officer introduced by Mary 1.

21
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Throughout most of this period Bakewell, as the adminis-
trative cenire for the Hundred of High Peak, witnessed the
mustering and training of the local forces. By the time of the
Civil Wars it was a motley crew with an assortment of out-
moded weaponry that assembled in the town’s streets and
tramped off to be drilled in the local fields. The Lord Lieuten-
ant of Derbyshire, variously the Earl of Shrewsbury, Rutiand or
Devonshire, together with officers recruited from the gentry,
had little or no military experience.

The Trained Bands, with the exception of those from Lon-
don and a few counties, played no major part in the Civil Wars,
Following the Restoration, Charles Il in three Militia Acts
(1661-63) established what were now known as the County
Militias on a stronger legal basis. They were to repel any mva-
sion, maintain order locally and, as a regional ‘constitutional
force’, were to balance any possible royal control of a standing
army. Service in the militia and its mounted units, the yeo-
manry, was essentially voluntary except in times of emergency.

Even so, the need to maintain weapons and appear in
Bakewell for limited peace-time training was unpopular in the
tough lead-mining and farming communities of the Peak. Mi-
Iitia duties were generally resented throughout the shires.

The Bakewell parish constables were necessatily unpopular
officials for it was their duty, under the Lord Licutenant, to
keep ‘fair and true lists’ of men between the ages of eighteen
and forty five within the wide Peakland parish.

In 1757, at the height of the Seven Years War, the govern-
ment needed an efficient county force to confront possible
invasion and introduced.a ballot. By this means militia men
were selected to serve for five years, much to the annoyance of
many, though substiiutes could be secured for a payment of
£10.
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BEvents in France after 1789 alarmed the government in
London which at this point was not so much fearful of a French
invasion but more of sympathetic radical outbursts in Britain.
White Watson tells us that in 1791, on August 12, a notice
was posted in Bakewell announcing that ‘all persons desirous
of coming forward in defence of their country are desired to
meet at the Town Hall this day at 12 o’clock’. He tells us, “I
was at the meeting when, with all the rest present—upwards of
40—I signed myself a volunteer. On Sunday a general meeting
was called when papers were disbursed to every householder to
give an account of himself. When I signed infirm...and deliv-
“ered to Mr. Joseph Wilson, Constable 15 Aug.” Whether
Watson, thirty one at the time, was discharged or paid a sub-
stitute—his diaries contain references to militia payments—is
not clear.

The trivmph of the Jacobins and the execution of Louis X VI
and Queen Marie Antoinette sent further shock waves around
Burope. Increasingly attempts were made to use the militia in
direct support of the regular army by drafting some companies
of militia into battalions under the command of regular offi-
cers, by granting regular commissions to militia officers to
volunteer for regular service and by raising the Army of Re-
serve, whose recruits could thus be taken into regular service.
This was deeply resented in the shires, where it was viewed as
conscription by stealth. Moreover the militia had never been
raised for service abroad and this would seem to be the next
step. _

Britain went to war with revolutionary France in 1793 and
10,000 militia were called out in the shires. Tensions were
high at local musters. Officers in the regular army were drafted
to the hundred towns to begin recruiting from the militia men.
As the war dragged on, riots broke out at the musters and in
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1797 Bakewell witnessed an uprising in the old Butter Market.
As the parish constable began to conduct the ballot the men
rioted, broke into the Old Town Hall and burned the Militia
Roll. To restore order the Roxburgh Fencibles, a county militia
that happened to be in the area, was called in and quelled the
rioters. Fencibles were regiments composed of regulars en-
listed for home service for the duration of a war.

Mutinous behaviour in the shires began to wilt in the face of
a strong patriotism incited by the change in nature of our
French enemy. Much initial sympathy in Britain had been
shown to a country that had deposed an absolute monarch and
declared itself a republic based on enlightened, egalitarian
principles. However, in the political chaos that ensued, the
Revolution had spawned a greater tyrant than any of the Bour-
bons, including Louis XIV. Napoleon, the ‘Corsican Ogre’
now threatened to conquer the whole of Europe and in 1805
was about to embark on the invasion of England.

The response in the militia was markedly different, espe-
cially by 1808, when recruitment for the peninsular campaign
was under way.

How many Bakewell and Peakland Volunteers transferred
into the regular army is not known., Various regimenis began
poster campaigns for recruitment and as militia officers who
were popular with their men took commissions, so numbers
from their particular company joined them.

Rifleman Benjamin Harris, in his Recollections, tells us how
the carrot and, if necessary, the stick were used by regimental
recruiters.

The Militia would be drawn up in line, and the officers from
the regiments requiring recruits would give a glowing descrip-
tion of their several regiments, describing the victories they had
gained and the honours they had acquired, and concluded by
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offering a bounty. If these inducements were not effective in
getting men then coercive measures were adopted: heavy and
long drills were forced upon them; which became so oppres-
sive that, to escape them, men would embrace the alternative
and join the regulars,

The result was astounding. From 1803, when thls means of
recruitment was officially authorised, approaching half of all
recruifment came from the Militia. Private individuals like
White Watson, having been balloted, were now prepared to pay
up to £25 to a substitute, three times the usual enlistment
bounty offered by the regulars, and by 1812 militia men could
command as much as £60 in substitution payments.

Thus some local men stayed at home by their hearths or
joined the Militia, whilst many enlisted for foreign service in
Portugal, Spain and France and saw action in the campaigns
and battles which culminated in 1815 at Waterloo.

Here is a list of local lads extracted from the Pension Rec-
ords at the Public Records Office (W/O 120 and W/O 97). It
does not represent all from Bakewell and the surrounding vil-
lages who served, but does give an indication of the regiments
to which they were drawn, and their service. Those shown as
holding the Military General Service Medal (MGS) must have
lived until 1848 to receive this much belated award.

Name Regiment Born Pension Medals

William Naylor 2 Life Gds 1777 1823 2-bar MGS,
Vittoria, Toulouse
Geo Norwood 2 FootGds 1779 1821 Not on Rell
John Redfern  1Foot Gds 1782 1825 3-bar MGS,
Corunna, San Sebastian, Nivelle
William Roberis 37 Foot 1788 1810 Not on Roll
John Skidmore I FootGds 1783 1816 3% Battn, Waterloo,
Not on Roll
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Name Regiment
Thomas Swindle 6 Dg. Gds
Wm Bingham 2 Foot Gds

Joseph Birley 3 Foot Gds
‘Wm Blackwell 31 Foot
John Brown 25 Foot
Fred Bradbury 2 Life Gds

Wm Broadhurst 2 Life Gds
John Brunt 2 Life Gds
Joseph Hibbs 3 Foot Gds
Hiram Maycock 14 Foot
James Taylor 20 Foot
George Walker 2 Life Gds
John White 2 Life Gds
Willlam White 25 Foot

Bora

1776
1782

1773
1783
1772
1786

1736
1780
1775
1787
1779
1765
1787
1793

1819
1816

1818
1821
18138
1821

1828
1814
1814
1826
1821

1821

1829
1816

Pension Medals

Not on Roll

- Shown missing at Water

loo

Not on Rell

Not on Roll

Not on Roll

Waterloo as Francis. Not
on Rolt

Noti on Roll

Not on Roll...

Not on Roll

Not on Roll

Not on Roil
1-bar MGS, Vittoria

Like every other town and village in the Jand, Bakewell was
costatic when the victory at Waterloo (18" June) was an-
nounced. White Watson recorded in his diary:

1815. 22 June. Rejoicing at Bakewell for Peace when
proclaimed. Bonfires, cannons, fireworks. Church bat-
tlements illuminated. Bonyparty in effigy and Lord
Wellington, Bells rang ail day.
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THE CHANTRY HOUSE, BAKEWELL
Muriel Brown

The Chantry House, despite its appearance as an 18" century
house, has been continuously occupied for at least eight hun-
dred years. _

It is so called because of its connections with the Chantry of
Our Lady and the Chantry of the Holy Cross, medizval insti-
tutions which engaged priests to say masses in the chantry
chapels in Bakewell church for the souls of the founders and
their families and for the souls of the faithful of the associated
guilds.

Roman and Saxon remains have been found within a few
yards of the house, and it is possible that the Chantry House
was a guest house for the minster church which existed in
Bakewell in the seventh to eleventh centuries.

William the Conqueror gave the manor and church of
Bakewell to his favourite bastard son, William Peveril. When
the Peverils were escheated in the reign of Henry II, the Crown
confiscated their property and it was then given by King Henry
to his second son, John, Count of Mortaigne.

In 1086 the Doomsday survey showed that there was a
church with two priests at Bakewell-—a distinction shared in
this county only with Repton, the ancient capital of Mercia.

In 1192 it was almost certainly part of the property trans-
ferred to the Dean and Chapter of Lichfield by Prince John in
return for prayers for the soul of his brother, Richard, Ceeur de
Lion, who died in 1189.
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The first document in which the Chantry of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary can be identified shows the transfer of property to
Robert Child from Robert, son of John the Chaplain, circa
1210, in return for eight pence a year (four pence at Michael-
mas and four pence at the Feast of the Annunciation) and help
with the reaping, during which time the rector of Bakewell
church (the Dean and Chapter of Lichfield) would be expected
to provide his food. For this quitclaim Robert Child gave two
marks in his hand.

Robert Child later granted a toft (a property and attached
land) of the chaplain’s house to Henry de Lexington, then Dean
of Lincoln, ¢.1245. Henry was to pay four pence twice yearly
to Bakewell church and to give barvest service. The consid-
eration (purchase money) was 100 shillings. When Henry
became Bishop of Lincoln in about 1254, he surrendered the
house to the Dean and Chapter of Lichfield, which allowed him
to enjoy the parochial tithes on the property.

The Gernun family of Haddon established a Chantry of Our
Lady here in the reign of Henry III in 1254 and it existed until
the dissolution of the chantries in 1547.

Many devout members of the community gave land and
buildings and the Guild of Qur Lady was formed to support the
chaniry priest. A typical gift of land and buildings was that of
Ralph Gernun (son of William Gernun of Haddon) who sealed
a quitclaim in the 13™ century giving land and buildings to
maintain a chaplain to celebrate mass, In the reign of Henry I
(1216-72), a widow, Alldus Winefield, gave land in Over Had-
don for the provision of a perpetual lamp at the alter of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in return for prayers for her soul and that
of her late husband.

The present Chantry House, may, by then, have become a
Guildhall for the members of the religious Guild of Our Lady
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and included a lodging for the chantry priest, who had a certain
number and form of prayers to recite daily at the altar in the
chapel of the Blessed Virgin.

The chantry possessed much land, plus twelve ‘beeves and
cows’ which were lent or given to those losing their own cat-
tle—an early form of insurance.

It was thought that the stone head on the wall (on the North
Church Street side of the Chantry House) was that of a cow and
that it dated from this time, but recent work by an archeeologist
has shown it to be similar to the head of a horse in Jarrow Mu-
seum on Tyneside which is Saxon and has a similar plaited
mane, forelock and almond shaped eyes. The Bakewell carv-
- ing, now much eroded, could have come from the minster
which is thought to have stood on the site of the present New-
ark (New Work, begun c. 1220) of the church.

Chantries have irreverently been described as an early form
of fire insurance. Medizval man was ever conscious of pur-
gatory and hell fire, as indeed he was of heaven, and the
Church encouraged the saying of masses for the souls of the
dead.

In 1274, in the reign of Edward [, a grant was made by
Ralph de Cubbele (then a chaplain at Bakewell, later Rector of
Eyam) to John de Holewelle, of one piece of land with ‘edi-
fices standing therecon on the north part of Bakewell church
nearest beside the staircase of the church’ which Ralph had re-
ceived of Richard de Sheldon. John was to give two and a half
marks for the support of a chaplain to celebrate mass in the
‘New Work in the chapel of the Blessed Virgin.

- For many years the position of the staircase of the church
remained a mystery as it was buried after an early rebuilding,
but when a path was being excavated round the west side of the
church in 1898 the remains of the foundations of a tower and
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the newel and first steps of the tower staircase were discovered.
These were carefully removed and re-erected as they were
found by the churchyard wall near to the west door, where they
still temain. The Chantry House is therefore still the nearest
building to ‘the staircase of the church’, in the north west cor-
ner of the churchyard. _

The Valor Ecclesiasticus of 1535 mentioned that Thomas
Rawson was the chantry priest, but that he was resident in
Tong, Shropshire, another seat of the Vernons. The living was
valued at £4 per annum.

In a writ of 1343, Edward 11l is enquiring whether it would
be to the predjudice or loss of the Crown if Godfrey Foljambe
were allowed to assign five houses and forty six shillings to the
founding of a chantry and to appoint a chaplain {o say mass at
the altar of the Holy Cross which, with an associated Guild of
the Holy Cross, appears already to be in existence. The reply
came in the form of an Inquisition in 1343 into the financial
affairs of Godfrey Foljambe, which decided that he was no
threat to the power of the king. The patent for the founding of
the Chantry of the Holy Cross was issued on the 8" February,
1344, and Roger de Typeshelf was the first priest of that chan-
try.
The Chantry of Our Lady appears later to have amalgamated
with the Chantry of the Holy Cross, founded by Sir Godfrey
Foljambe in 1344, as the clerk at the time of the dissolution
was responsible for the vestments and plate of both chantries.
The chantry chapel of the Holy Cross was situated in the south
aisle of Bakewell church, where there now is a wall monument
to Sir Godfrey and his wife. The chantry chapel of the Blessed
Virgin was in the Newark, where the Vernon tombs now lie.
As the influence of the guilds declined, chantry priests became
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less well supported and it was usual for several chantries to
amalgamate.

In 1472, Henry Vernon of Haddon ga.ve the Chantry of the
Holy Cross to Dom. Robert Wolstoncrofte, chaplain of the
Chantry of the Blessed Virgin Mary, for the term of his life,
together with everything pertaining to it, in return for mass to
be celebrated daily, Robert was to be responsible for repairs
and maintenance of all the chantry’s enclosures, buildings etc.

In 1535 William Oldfield was the priest of the Holy Cross,
and twelve years later, following Edward VI's dissolution of
the chantries in England, he was removed from office and as-
sessed for a pension of £6 per year by the Court of
Augmentations.

In Schools of Mediceval England Leach says:

‘It is assumed that most of the colleges and chantries
were abolished by Henry VII under the Act of 14" Feb-

ruary, 1546. This is an entire mistake. No action would
be taken under the Act until the Certificates were re-
turned into Chancery, which was not until the summer of
1546. Henry died on 28" January, 1547, and the Act ex-
pired with him, so there was little time for dealing with
them., So far, only four colleges, one hospital and three-
chantries are known to have been seized under the Act.
The colleges were Salisbury, Tong, Hastings and
Pleshey, the hospital St. Barts, and the chantries Ald-
winchle (Northants), Luftwich and Bakewell.  Of
Bakewell, owing to the loss of the chantry certificate, we
know nothing. lts seizure was apparently due to Sir
Richard Manners,* whose fortunes were built on church

*son of Sir George Manners, brother of Thomas Man-
ners, 1* Barl of Rutland, and step-father of Sir George
Vernon of Haddon Hall.
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and monastic endowments and to whom it and Tong
college were sold for £486 in January, 1547,

At the dissolution, the agents for the crown, Pease and
Winlowe, bought the property and then sold it to Sir Richard
Manners of Gardon, Leicestershire, with the chantry land,
which was considerable. He retained it for only one year. The
Manners family again became connected with the Vernon fam-
ily in 1563 when Dorothy Vernon married John Manners (the
elopement 1s a 19™ century myth). Tn 1567 Sir George Vernon
died, and Haddon and thirty other lordships passed to his two
daughters, Margaret and Dorothy.

In 1548 the former Chaniry of Our Lady was sold by Mauo-
ners to Sir John Rollesley, a London merchant.* He put in a
tenant, Thomas Sutton, ‘gent’. The chantry, together with Jand
in Essex and London, was used as surety that John Rollesley
would repay the money lent to him by Thomas Harman. If
Rollesley did not repay the yearly amount of £40 at the Fount
Stone in the body of the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, London,
Harman had the right to seize the prernises, most of which were
formerly church properties and probably bought cheaply at the
dissolution.

In 1554 another morigage was drawn up between John Rol-
lisley, ‘gent’, and his wife, Ann, of London, and George
Bludeworth, citizen and innholder of London, in which Rol-
lesley states that one of the tenants in his Bakewell properties
is Thos. Sutton, ‘gent’.

*Between 1489 and 1494, not long afier the battle of Bosworth,
which ended the Wars of the Roses, Lady Ann Vernon had
been writing to Sir Thomas Rollesley, gent., who was in Lon-
don. In one letter she asked him to buy her 1V4 yards of velvet
for a black bonnet. It appears that the Vernons knew Rollesley
before 1548.
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In 1616 a “lewn’ or rate was set for the repair of the adjacent
church and churchyard walls, different sections being the re-
sponsibility of the outlying chapelries of which Bakewell was
the mother church. In that document the property is still de-
scribed as ‘an house of ye Lady’s Chantry’. By 1630 the
house, which is said ‘formerly to have belonged to George
Sutton’ was the property of George Ruddiard, who made a will
leaving it to his son William and William’s wife, Ann, with the
land going to his second son, George. George senior died in
February, 1630. In 1663 William and George Ruddiard (or
Riddiard) are listed as freecholders in Bakewell.

In 1663 a new agreement about the upkeep of the church-
yvard walls was made which quoted the earlier agreement of
1616. -In this, the house is described as ‘The Chantry of Our
Lady, now William Riddiard’s house’. William Riddiard him-
self, one of Bakewell’s leading townsmen, was a signatory.

Between 1662 and 1670, during the reign of Charles 11,
William paid Hearth Tax for three hearths. On 14 May, 1712,
a meeting of the Grand Jury of the Court Leet issued instruc-
tions on the use of part of Far, Middle and Stannedge Fields
which were signed by nineteen ‘principal inhabitants’, includ-
ing George Ruddyard. The Riddiard family continued to live
in the Chantry House. A George Riddiard, junior, ‘gentleman’,
married Elizabeth Roe in about 1737.

The Roes lived nearby at the Parsonage House, now the Old
House Museum. Richard Roe, Elizabeth’s brother, was agent
for the Gells and he and his wife moved to the Chantry House
in 1778 after Elizabeth and George Riddiard had died, leaving
a daughter, Ann, who did not marry. Ann was orphaned very
young and Richard Roe could have been her guard1an as he
was her uncle. She died in 1807,
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By 1781/82, Richard Roe was making radical changes to the
Chantry House at a time when it was fashionable to refront
houses and replace leaded casement windows with sash ones.
A Bakewell attorney, and agent for the Duke of Rutland, James
Mander, obviously fearing that an ancient building was in dan-
ger of being destroyed, invited his friends, local historians Dr.
Samuel Pegge, rector of Whittington, and Major Rooke of.
Mansfield Woodhouse to visit Bakewell to record the building.

This they did and the result was an engraving published by
the Society of Antiquaries in 1781. This portrays Dr. Pegge
pointing out to Major Rooke with his stick an ancient stone
high on the gable end of the Chantry House. When the stone
was removed, it was taken to Mr. Mander’s office in King
Street where it was carefully examined by the three ‘experts’.
The stone was square with ancient Jettering cut in its border
and with a chalice and missal in the centre. At the corners
were crosses. It was agreed that it was almost impossible to
decipher the writing round the border because the stone was
weather worn, but it was thought that it recorded the name of
Cantanist Dominus Rawson, and the dedication of St. Crucis.
Thomas Rawson was a ptiest at the time of Henry VIIL

The stone disappeared after this, but its appearance was re-
corded by Major Rooke. .When the drawing was recently
studied (1993) by an archaeologist, it was thought to represent
an ancient altar the crosses in each corner indicating that it was
consecrated. The chalice shown clearly on the stone was of a
very early medizval type.

On the north west corner of Bakewell church, high on the
wall, exactly opposite the windows of The Chantry House,
there is a similar stone showing a chalice and missal, but the
chalice is of a different type and there is no border. The missal
is to the left of the chalice, but on the missing chantry stone the
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missal was to the right and the two stones are different in size.
Two similar stones have been discovered, one in Bolton Abbey
church and the other on a wall at the medigeval priory of St.
Ives, near Bingley. This has on it in relief a chalice and round
bowl or dish. At Bolton Abbey there is a medizval altar which
has an oblong hole cut into the top surface. It is at present
empty, but could it be that the chalice stone should fit there?
And are the two Bakewell stones those from the altars of the
chapels of the Blessed Virgin, and of the Holy Cross, the for-
mer appropriated for the priest’s house or for the hall of the
Guild, the latter removed to make way for the Vernon tombs,
that of Dorothy Vernon and John Manners being put there in
the late sixteenth century, not long after the dissolution of the
chantry founded by the Vernons? ,

Richard Roe, who altered the front of the Chantry House,
died in 1798 aged 83, leaving the house to his sons, Richard
and Thomas, and to his daughter. He reserved the best parlour
in the house for the use of his wife ‘while she live’. Probably
Richard bought Thomas and his sister out, for when Richard
junior died in 1816, he left the house and a tenanted farm at
Taddington (probably part of the old chantry lands) to his
daughters, Alice, Elizabeth and Mary Ann equally. In 1816
Alice married, followed by Elizabeth a vear later. In 1820
Mary Ann died unmarried, so her share went to the other two. -
It may have been at this point that the property was divided
into two separate dwellings. After this, there appear to be ten-
ants in each of the two parts, then called Chantry House and
Chantry Cottage. In 1836 the owner of the cottage is shown as
Thomas Roe of Fleet Street, London, possibly the son or
grandson of the Thomas Roe who would have inherited if Alice
and Elizabeth had had no children. The tenant was A.T. Smith.
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At the Rutland Arms in August, 1864, there was an auction
sale of both properties, which had sitting yearly tenants. The
total rent of the house and cottage was £25.50 The property
was apparently sold by the lender of a mortgage, the owner
having defaulted in payment. The purchaser was Parker Wil
liam Freeland who promptly re-sold to William B. Goodwin
for £950 in late 1864, It remained in the hands of the Good-
wins, an old Bakewell family, until 1930, when the last
member of the family died. Both Chantry House and Chantry
Cottage were let to tenants from the time of the Roes’ leaving
in 1816 until 1935.

The Chantry House from the Tower of Bakewell Church, 1981.
In 1846 Rev. Hurst, a former curate at the church and chap-
lain at the workhouse and now headmaster of the gramunar
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school, supervised a boarding house for the grammar school
scholars. The school itself appears to have been situated.in the
south-east corner of the churchyard and was later to be called
Lady Manners school in honour of Grace, Lady Manners, who
founded the school in 1636. The 1851 census shows the Rev.
Hurst and his own children and servants occupying the Chantry
House, with no mention of his wife (she was probably away as
he is not listed as a widower) and with no pupils living in. In
1851 the Rev. Hurst was also perpetual curate of Holmesfield.
He is not listed in the 1854 directory, but by then may have be-
come vicar of Holmesfield.

By 1861 the tenant was Mrs Susanah Jackson, a ‘gentle-
woman’, aged 75, who appeared in the directory for 1860, but
who was no longer there in 1864. The 1871 census lists Hora-
tio Blake as tenant. He was a retired furrier who does not
appear in the directory. The next tenant appears to be William
Thomas Reed, an artist. Later, John Barker Mellor, the parish
church organist, lived in the Chaniry House. He was first
mentioned in the 1881 census and his name also appears in di-
rectories until at least 1899. The music programmes for the
Victorian concerts he organised in the church still exist in the
Derbyshire Record Office. In 1881, Mr Mellor was 41, mar-
ried (but his wife was away on census night) and the family
consisted of three daughters, a son, and two more daughters,
the last four children having been born in Bakewell.

In the 1881 census, Chantry Cottage was tenanted by Mr,
Bradbury, a master marble mason, and his family, and he was
still there on 11™ April, 1891. He was then widowed, living
with an unmarried daughter and a married son, White Watson
Bradbury. He was an ancestor of Mr Sellors, the Bakewell
stone mason.
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The owner in 1864 was William Bott Goodwin, a bachelor,
who made a will leaving the property to Mary Rose Swetnam
Goodwin and Agnes Ada Goodwin, both his nieces, though he
did not live there himself. Executors were John Goodwin
(nephew), William Miles Goodwin (nephew), Mary Rose
Swetenham Goodwin (niece) and Thomas Robinson (friend).
In December 1884 W. B. Goodwin died and the house passed
to Agnes and Mary. In 1891 Agnes made her will and left the
house to her sister Mary Rose during her lifetime and after-
watds to her brother, F.S. Goodwin. In 1893, F.S. Goodwin
appointed John Goodwin (his brother) and Ernest Moorwood
Longsden (his friend) as executors. On 8" September, 1908,
Agnes died and on 13" September, 1916, Mary Rose died also,
leaving the property to F.S. Goodwin. He lived at Bridge
House (1930) and was the Goodwin of Goodwin, Cockerton
and Colhoun of Bakewell, Solicitors, On 30t July, 1930, F.S.
Goodwin died. In September, 1930, Mr. E.M. Longsden, the
sole surviving executor, sold Chantry Cottage only to Williams
Deacons Bank (for the Nursing Association) for £300 and in
November, 1931, Longsden sold the main Chaniry House to
the Parochial Church Council and Derby Diocesan Board of
Finance to use as a vicarage. In 1935 the Cottage was added to
the House again. :

In 1910, a Mrs Bean was tenant, another ‘gentlewoman’,
who once entertained two little boys to tea and delighted them
with cream buns. Mr Richard Cockerton, later a solicitor in
Bakewell, was one of those boys and remembered the occasion
all his fife. From 1918 fo 1923, Lady Maud Macintosh,
daughter of the Duke of Devonshire and sister of Lady Dorothy
Macmillan, lived at the Chantry House. A war widow aged
twenty two, whose husband was killed in the last few days of
World War I, she brought up his posthumous daughter Arbel
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Peace Macintosh here. Arbel was named after her ancestor,
Arbel Stuart, who lived at Hardwick Hall and was a contender
for the throne of England when Elizabeth 1 died. Lady Maud
later married Captain Baillie Stuart, and in 1924 she and her
husband went to live at Brooklands, over the river in Bakewell.

In 1930 the last of the Goodwin family died and the house
and cottage came on to the market. In 1931 Chantry House
was sold to the church as a vicarage for Vicar Barrow. When
Chantry Cottage became empty in 1935, after being occupied
by Louisa Stevenson, it was added to Chantry House, making
the property one again for the first time since the 1820s and
returning it to the ownership of the church for the first time
since the dissolution of the chantries, some four centuries be-
fore. The united properties were bought in 1935 by the
Parochial Church Council for £700. From 1935 to 1939 the
Chantry was a vicarage, with the cotlage part being used as a
Sunday School, but this was not needed after 1939 as the old
vicarage, on the other side of the churchyard, which was much
larger, had been vacated, and Vicar Barrow went to live there,
The Chantry was let to Mr & Mrs Robertson throughout World
War 11, and, when their daughter Gillian married, the cottage
was again separated from the main house and made into a self-
contained house for her.

By 1960 the Chantry was beginning to be slightly neglected.
Tt has not been possible to maintain it during the war, and, once
the vicar had ceased to use it, the church had little inferest in it.
It needed modernising, and so the church decided to sell it.

In 1960 the whole Chantry was sold to Charles Lyon Ste-
phenson (High Sheriff of Derbyshire) for £3,000, and he, his
first wife and two boys lived in it until 1972, when the family
moved to Great Longstone. He made the property one again by
building a revetment to join the two parts of the house and re-
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moved a small staircase from the inner hall as two staircases
were no longer needed, also building a garage at the end of the
garden in 1971.

The house was then bought by Mr & Mrs Jonathan Turnes,
who restored and improved the house. Mrs Turner went to
America and sued for a divorce, but, as Jonathan Turner could
not sell the house quickly at an acceptable price, his father,
Max Turner of Beeley Hill Top, bought Mrs Turner's share.
Jonathan and Max Turner sold to John William Poulter and
Margaret Winifred Poulter from Stocking Pelham in Hertford-
shire in July 1977 for £38,000. Jack Poulter was a director of
Robinson’s of Chesterfield and Margaret an archivist at the
Derbyshire Record Office. The Poulters had two adopted chil-
dren, Oliver and Emily, and lived at the Chantry for only four
years until they moved to Swrrey.

On 15" October, 1981, Diana Ward, writing in the Marlock
News in its ‘Dear Bakewell’ column, said, ‘I know how much
you always admired that lovely old building, Chantry House.
Some new owners will soon be enjoying its charms for Mr &
Mrs Poulter are moving south (incidentally how he will be
missed by the Civic Society as he has been their energetic sec-
retary for some time now). Rumour was rife in the town that
the house might become a vicarage again but I am assured that
this will not be so’. In 1970, under the Town and Country
Planning Act, Chaniry House was listed Grade 1I, and the ap-
proach to the church in front of the house was also listed.

On 8™ Januery, 1982, William Trevor Dennis Brown and
Muriel Mary Brown of Hathersage moved in to the Chantry
House. Very few improvements were required and no siruc-
tural alterations needed. The garden has been reconstructed
and the house and garden kept in very good condition, ready
for the next owners of this ancient house to enjoy.
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THE BAKEWELL BLITZ, 1940
By the late Richard W. P. Cockerton, January 1978

23" December 1940: Warning sirens sounded 18.00 hrs. and
19.00 hrs.
24" December 1940; All clear 01.25 hrs.

Alter a somewhat phoney start in 1939, the war began to hot
up. On December 12" and 15% 1940, Sheffield and Chester-
{ield were heavily bombed. Bakewell lay untouched by bombs
in its cosy little Wye valley, but it contained a legitimate mili-
tary, or rather naval, target in the DP Battery Works, the former
Lumford Mill, which was heavily disguised with camouflage
paint. Here some forty per cent of the submarine batteries for
the British Navy were being fabricated. No doubt German in-
telligence was well aware of this.

A friend of mine, who was in charge of the air raid fire
fighting precautions at the DP, has since told me of a visit from
a Home Office official who urged the installation of large wa-
fer tanks as a reserve for fire fighting against incendiary
bombs. My friend took him to see the large reserve of water in
the mill dam and the official went away satisfied. e was a
British Admiraity Official who was, in fact, a retired Salford
Fire Chief. When shown the mill dam and the river, which
completely encircled the works he rubbed his hands and said,
‘My God, we could slap some bloody water on this lot’.

We had staying with us at Burre House in Holme Lane, not
far from Lumford, a Mrs. Vandieren, widow of a minor com-
poser, Bernard. As we sat at dinner one evening, the side of
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the house shook. “That was a bomb,” said Mrs. Vandieren, in
her pronounced Dutch accent. The time was 6.00 p.m.

“Put out the lights,” I ordered. Candles were lit and, as fast
as my legs would carry me, I was off down the road in the di-
rection of Bakewell Bridge. Near Castle Hill I passed two
men. “Where did it £all?” T asked. “Towards the DP,” they
replied. I ran into the ARP Report Centre at the Town Hall.
“I{as a report of the incident come through?” “Yes.” “Do the
fire brigade know about it?” “Yes, we have notified them.”

I, as Clerk of the Urban District Council, had some overall
responsibility for the fire brigade, whose HQ lay off Granby
Road, a short distance away. “Has the brigade gone out?”
“Yeg” “Has it gone to the DP?” “No. It’s gone up the hills
towards upper Bakewell.” “Why?” “We don’t know.” “Well,
you jolly well ought to know. Is there anyone in upper Bakew-
ell I can ring up to find out?” “You might try ringing up Mrs.
Evans at the Grocery Stores there” This [ proceeded to do and
the following conversation ensued:-

“Is that you, Mrs. Evans?” “Yes” “This is Mr. Cockerton,
speaking from the Bakewell fire station, Is there a fire up your
way?” “I don’t know, but I heard the brigade go by.” “Just
look outside, and tell me if you can see a glow in the sky any-
where near.” “T’ve been out to look and there’s no glow”.
“Well, if you see anything ring me back at the fire station and
let me know.”

At 8.25 p.m. there was another detonation (I discovered later
it was one high explosive bomb dropped at Conkesbury). T put
down the telephone and walked out nto the fire station yard.
Looking towards upper Bakewell and Youlgreave I saw what
seemed to be a repetition of the Day of Pentecost, with little
flames of fire descending from on high. The telephone bell
rang and the excited voice of Mrs. Evans was audible, saying,
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“I can see a glow in the sky now!” I don’t know whether she
thought I had some sort of prophetic vision, but the larger glow
she could now see were the buildings at Conksbury Farm going
up in flames. _ :

The enemy, at 8.35 p.m, had dropped 500 incendiary bombs
in the Youlgreave area. Why?

German intelligence was no doubt aware that the only way
to ensure the DP Battery works were burnt down and put out of
action, was to destroy the reserve of water in the mill dam and
immobilise any fire fighting activity. The tactic seems to have
been to drop two High Explosive Bombs intended to breach
part of the dam wall. Thirty five minutes or so later, when
most of the water in the dam had had time to flow out the in-
cendiaries were dropped. But these were dropped in the wrong
valley with one HE bomb five minutes beforehand so as to en-
courage potential fire fighters to take shelter.

The two HE Bombs only missed breaching the bank of the
mill dam by the width of the river and a few yards to the west
where they made two quite considerable craters. There was
damage to some 40 houses in the Lakeside area whose roof
tiles were displaced.

The third HE Bomb, intended to keep the DP fire-fighters in
their shelters, dropped near Conksbury Farm in the wrong val-
ley and a passing hiker was slightly injured by the blast. He
was conveyed by a motorist into the Bakewell & District War
Memorial Hospital-—much to the chagrin of the official ARP
ambulance which went out with Mrs. Dorothy Booke-Taylor in
charge, complete with tin hats and gas masks, only to find that
a private motorist had deprived them of their first chance to
deal with an air raid casualty.
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No doubt the lone raider returned home to report ‘Mission
accomplished’. Bakewell never again experienced any further
trouble from the enemy and the manufacture of storage batter-
ies for the British Navy continued undisturbed throughout the
rest of the war.

[This article was among the historical notes of the late Dr.
John Emerson and is published here with Mrs Ruth Emerson’s
permission. | :
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JOHN FLSMORE LITTLEWOOD (1877-1938)
Craftsman and soldier of Bakewell

Margaret Capel (his granddaughter)

My parents were both members of old Bakewell families. My
father was John Lomas and my mother was Mary (always
known as Mollie) Littlewood. The Lomas family were owners
of the Wye Marble Works in the early 19" century, while the
Littlewood family were whitesmiths who had worked on the
Chatsworth estate for generations. After their marriage in 1926
my parents lived with my great-grandmother, Mrs Howard,
until her death in 1935, and they remained in Rock House until
1966, when they were persuaded to retire to Buckinghamshire,
where | had lived since 1949, :

It had been a matter of considerable interest to me to leamn
that the two men from Bakewell who volunteered for military
service the Boer War were my mother’s father and my father’s
uncle—John Elsmore (Jack) Littlewood and John Howard. My
son has recently obtained their Service Records from the Public
Record Office, over a hundred years after they served in South
Africa, in the Sherwood Foresters (Derbyshire Regt.) and the
Derbyshire Yeomanry respectively.

My grandfather was the second son of Herbert Littlewood,
whitesmith and civil engineer, of Water Street, Bakewell. His
father was born at Edensor in 1847, on the Chatsworth Estate,
where his ancestors had been engaged as whitesmiths for gen-
erations. In 1862 Herbert became an apprentice with William
Ponsonby of Bakewell, whose place of business was in Bath
Street. Herbert took over the business a few years later and
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moved to Water Street, working in the premises known as
Granby Works, next to the cattle market, later assisted by three
of his sons, Joseph, Jack and Stanley. Incidentally, he was a
founder and life-long member of the Working Men’s Club. At
the time of his death, in 1912, he was Bakewell’s oldest
tradesman.

My grandfather had a long association with the local Vol-
unteers and Territorials, joining the 2™ Volunteer Battalion of
the Notts and Derby Regt. at the age of eighteen. Aged twenty

John Littlewood® South African War medals.

three, he went out with the first detachment of the battalion to
South Africa in 1900, being awarded the Queen’s Medal with
five bars, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Johannesburg,
Diamond Hill and South Africa 1901. On his retuwrn home at
the end of the war he was presented with an engraved gold
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John Elsmore Litilewood

watch by the town, at a civic reception in the new Town Hall.
A photograph of the event, reproduced in Recollections of
Bakewell, shows a very large ‘men only’ attendance—war was
apparcntly not women’s business in 1900. The watches pre-
sented to both these local heroes survive; the one presented to
my grandfather is engraved as follows:-

DERBYSHIRE REGIMENT
SOUTH AFRICAN WAR 1900-1901
PRESENTED TO
JOHN LITTLEWOOD
PRIVATE 2P V/E REGIMENT

Sergeant John Littlewood receiving his long service medal
in front of the 2™ Battalion of the Sherwood Foresters, 1910,
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He was made a life member of the Conservative Club and with
the rank of sergeant he remained with the Volunteers until the
formation of the Territorial Army, when he joined the 6t
Sherwood Foresters, holding his rank and remaining with them
until the end of the Great War. Mobilised with the battalion in
August, 1914, he subsequently served as a sergeant instructor.
He also held the territorial Long Service Medal.

Sergeant John Littlewood

In his younger days he played football for Bakewell and
later became a referece. He was also a splendid cricketer. He
was a reserve constable of the Derbyshire police force until the
time of his death and was called up for duty during the general
strike of 1926. He was a member of the British Legion and for
twenty years was part of the Bakewell fire brigade.
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John Elsmeore Littlewood

I'have gathered all this information from copies of the High
Peak News printed at the time and I have found it quite difficult
to reconcile my memories of the quiet, reserved man who was
my grandfather at home, smoking his pipe and reading his
newspaper, with the younger man who had done so much. e
was never happier than when tending his vegetable garden, a
sizeable plot at the back of the Conservative Club, where he
produced enough vegetables for two families, large cucumbers
¢ in a frame and a selection of soft fruit, very tempting to a small

child! Ithink he must have spent quite a few of his evenings in-

the club too, for we always enjoyed the results of his skill in
the Christmas competitions, such as a farm chicken or a large
pork pie, though I believe that hlS favourite game was domi-
noes.

When I was small, my mother quite often took me to the
workshop in Water Street, usually on-our way home from the
market on Monday, after I had been {o see the animals. My
grandfather and Joe Loveday, a real craftsman, worked in the
main workshop with the big forge fire, and it was my treat to
help pump up the dead cinders, making the coke g glow red, and
to be weighed on the wobbly scales. In the long workshop
fronting Granby Road uncle Stanley and Arthur Birley worked
(always Mr. Birley and Mr. Loveday in those days). Uncle
Joe, who did the office work, lived to the rear of the work-
shops, in Water Street, but had a small office in the yard where
all the iron was stored. At that time they did quite 2 lot of work
for Haddon Hall and I can remember hearing it said that the
Duke insisted that no copies of their ironwork for the Hall
should be made, so all pattems and moulds had to be de-
stroyed.

I was ten years old when my grandfather died in 1938, after
a brief illness and aged sixty one. This was long before he
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would have thought of any retirement and just a year before the
start of World War II, in which he would surely have found
another useful niche for himself. I found it particularly touch-
ing that, again according fo the local paper, his coffin was
wheeled from the hospital to the church on the night before his
funeral, drawn by former Sherwood Foresters and members of
the British Legion, including John Howard, the other volunteer
from the South African War. My grandfather was obviously
well respected—a man’s man.

The High Peak News for January 22", 1938, reads thus:-

“The body was taken on Thursday evening to the Parish
Church, the wheel bier in which the coffin was conveyed
from the War Memorial Cottage Hospital to the church
being drawn by former Sherwood Foresters and members
of the Bakewell branch of the British Legion:- Messrs.
T.W. Sheppard, W. Barker, W. Kay, G.R. Smith, S. All-
cock, C.R. Allcock and John Howard, the last-named
having also served with the deceased as a Volunteer in
the South African War. There was a large attendance at
the funeral service on Friday afternoon’,
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CASTLE HILL, BAKEWELL

Trevor Brighton

Two very important sites are coming up for possible sale in
Bakewell. The first, the remains of the Norman motte and
bailey castle on Castle Hill, has been an important historical
and archaeological monument since the 12% century; the sec-
ond, Castle Hill House at the foot of Castle Hill, has been a
prominent Georgian houge in the town since its erection in
1785. Various people in the town have asked about their re-
spective histories. What follows are notes about their origins
and subsequent development.

1. Bakewell’s motte and bailey castle

The mound, now shrouded by trees to the east of Bakewell, has
established itself in Bakewell mythology as the site of Edward
the Elder’s burh which the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle records that
he built, near Bakewell, in 924. . The early historians of the
town assumed that this place was the one chosen by Edward
the Elder. However, the site was unlikely to have been chosen
by the Saxons for a burh. Jan Stetka has argued cogently for a
flatter Iocatlon beside the river Wye to the south east of
Bakewell.! Today no serious historian or archaeologist would
consider the Castle Hill site to be an Anglo-Saxon fortification.
Nor would they be beguiled by some of the inn signs that have
at various times hung outside the nearby Castle Hotel depicting
great stone fortresses reminiscent of those built by Edward I in
the 13" century to subdue Wales. No, Castle Hill was never
adorned with anything so grand or of that date.
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Castle Hill, Bakewell

John Lowe, writing in I76“§, dismissed the idea of a castle
ever having stood on the sitei-

A little above the town-bndge is a small round hill,
whose top is covered with a few bushes, and nearly of a
circular form. Here the inhabitants will have it a very
strong castle formerly stood, commanding the adjacent
country; but this is all mere conjecture.”

By 1783 William Bray described the site thus:-

...a square plot in a pasture, with a tumulus in it, which is
a hollow at the top, a few thorns growing on it. This was
part of the castle built by Edward the Elder, in 924,
which was of great extent as appears by foundations oc-
casionally discovered; but there is not now a stone of it to
be seen,’

Bray refers to the “hollow” on top of the Motte. Was this
feature, still evident today, the vestige of some early gxcava-
tion on the site? Certainly White Watson of Bakewell had at
least one artefact from Castle Hill. He tells us that in 1829
‘near the ramparts on Castle Hill was found a copper bolt head
covered with green rust, and is supposed to be an instrument
from some engine’.® What happened to it is not known.

There is no reference to the fortification in mediaeval an-
nals; it has no mention in Domesday Book or subsequent
doguments. In 1905 the Victoria County History of Derby-
shire, supporting Bray’s assertion, pronounced that the
evidence for identifying the earthworths as those of Edward the
Elder’s burh was ‘exceedingly strong’ and that they “may have
been subsequently converted into a post-conquest fortress’.
Thus an agsociation with the Normans took root,

So the debate continued—was the site Saxon or Norman?
There seemed no money and no urgency to excavate the site
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until the 1960s when developers cast their eyes on the whole
area around and including Castle Hill for potential private
housing. By 1969 it was proposed to build over the whole site
when Richard Cockerton of Burre House was prominent in se-
curing an enquiry held in Bakewell in that year. Development
of the site was refused, it was scheduled a protected ancient
monument and placed in the custody of Bakewell Urban Dis-
trict Council.

An idea of how Bakewell Castle might have looked.
A drawing by Frank Saunders.
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An excavation by students of Manchester University, fi-
nanced by the Society of Antiguaries of London and directed
by M.J. Swanton, was begun in 1969 and resumed in 1971. e
published his tentative findings in 1972, based on three
trenches cut in the bailey defences and three in the ditch below
the motte.® The motte and bailey castle was probably of the
last decade of the 12 century and was probably constructed
largely of wood. No evidence of pre-Norman occupation was
found and the builder and owner of the fortification may well
have been a member of the Gernon family—perhaps Ralph—
- who were lords of the manor of Bakewell at that time. Only
further excavation will give a clearer picture of this modest
motte and bailey castle which seems to have made no mark on
late Norman-Angevin history and soon faded into oblivion,

Frank Saunders’s accompanying sketch makes no claim to
represent accurately the castle but gives some idea of how
these structures may have appeared.

2. Castle Hill House

The grounds of Castle Hill House extend to the foot of the
motte on which stood Bakewell’s castle. Some of the castle’s
outworks may have extended beyond the present boundary
with Courtyard Field, in which the motte and bailey earthworks
stand, into the grounds of the house.,

The house itself was built in 1785 by Alexander Bossley, a
Bakewell attorney and son of William, a mercer in the town.
William’s mother was the heiress of Thomas Barker of Brick
House, Bakewell.”

When Alexander Bossley died unmarried in 1826 at the age
of 79 his fortune and his fine house at Castle Hill passed to his
well-to-do cousin, John Barker of Bagshawe Hall. He was a
lead merchant and smelter who had been made a deputy lieu-
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tenant of Derbyshire in 1822, He let Castle Hill House to
D’Ewes Coke.

Castle Hill House, ¢. 1920.

It was probably during Barker’s ownership, or just after, that
the House was extended to the north by a two-storey, two-
bayed block lower than the five-bayed west front of two and a
half storeys, to which it was attached. A further and later
northern extension, stepped down yet again, incorporated an
elliptical carriage arch into a stable courtyard.

In 1831 the Water House was built behind Castle Hill House
as a conduit for water piped from Manners wood to the house
and, by a pipe under the River Wye, to houses in Castle Street.?
This was Bakewell’s first public water supply, which was sub-
sequently extended to other areas of the town.

About this time John Barker sold Castle Hill House to the
Duke of Rutland who stuccoed the original five bayed part of
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Castle Hill, Bakewell

the house, presumably to cover its decayed stomework. He
converted the property, its gardens and grounds into a resi-
dence for his Bakewell agent. At least three of these officers
resided there. The 1851 census of Bakewell recorded Captain
William Underwood living there. In 1861 Robert W.N. Nes-
field, barrister, was the Duke’s agent and lived there with his
wife, four daughters, a governess and nine servants. He estab-
lished the High Peak Hunt and kennelled a pack of harriers
behind Castle Hill House, in what has now become the club
house of Bakewell Golf Club.

By the turn of the 19™ century A.P. Payne-Gallwey was the
last (7) agent to occupy the house. In 1922 the Duke sold it to
Robert G. Blake, JP, who lived there with his family and laid
out the garden on the south side of the house with a formal
pool. °" The Blakes moved to 1, Castle Street and for a while
the house was run, unsuccessfully, as a country club.

Having been purchased by Derbyshire County Council it
was opened as a boarding house for pupils of Lady Manners
School in 1953. Ten years later, to cater for the expanding
number of boarders, the gardens on the south side were dug up
and a dull-looking block, stuccoed to mirror the first building
of Alexander Bossley, received its new residents. '

The story of Castle Hill House as a boarding institution has
been well told elsewhere.'® Suffice to say that the school’s en-
deavours to develop the interesting, though neglected, gardens
and grounds for private residential purposes have failed to re-
ceive planning permission. The house is to be sold, fifty years
after the first boarders took up residence.

FOOTNOTES

1. See J. Stetka, ‘King Edward the Elder’s Burh,” BDHS,
1999, and From Fort to Field Bakewell, 2002.
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THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE .
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

E.R. Meeke

George Challenger writes:

In 1988 Ted Meeke passed me the following with a covering

letter which included:
“I know that one day you would like to wriie a history of the
society more accurate than the gospel according to St. Mar-
chant. I have written a confidential memo for you on the early
days I remember, that is from about the tenth birthday to
Brookes’s translation to President. [ think it is best and tactful
for it not to be disclosed any wider at present.”

The person he refers to is John Marchant Brookes, the first
Chairman of the Society. In 1970 he privately published a
booklet about the saving of the Old House and the founding of
the Society, which was reproduced in the Journal of 1989. In
The following year T published in the Journal writings by
Charles Bradbury and Dick Allcock which give a rather differ-
ent story. Mrs. Paivio Knighton published an article in the
1996 Joumal, “The Foundation and the Activities of the Barly
Years of the Bakewell & District Historical Society.” Michael
Brooke-Taylor’s posthumous article “More on how the Old
House was Saved’ in the 1998 Journal and the early part of my
article *Structural Changes to the Old House Museum’ in the
same edition also throw light on the subject.

Asterisks lead to footnotes resulting from comments made
before her death by Mrs Dorothy Rylands, who was Secretary
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of the Society for twelve years from 1961. Numbered foot-
notes are mine, mostly derived from the newsletters. Lettered
footnotes are the result of discussions with Mrs Knighton and
her son, Lawrence, who were both active in the Society from
its beginning in 1954, long before Ted joined in about 1963.
She accepts the main thrust of Ted’s paper, that Mr Marchant
Brookes liked to run the Society his own way and did not take
kindly to the democracy which Ted and others introduced. She
wonders whether it is wise to publish this with its occasional
sarcastic and erroneous details. However, now that Ted has
died it seems right to carry out his wishes and publish his pa-
per, though T do not intend to write a history of the Society,
merely to ensure that recollections are not lost. I have slightly
edited it and inserted some words in square brackets to explain
some points.

Note on early days of the Society to correct
the slightly angled minutes and reports available.

By E R Meeke, January, 1988.

My wife and I visited the Museum in its early days on the rec-
ommendation of a friend. Mr Brookes was either on duty or
visiting and we had a talk with him. Before going we said we
would like to join the Society. Mr Brookes was rather hesitant.
We could join the Friends. This was a body of people who for
10/~ (50p) a year could visit as often as they liked and received
a newsletter annually. We said we would prefer to join. At the
time we lived in Hathersage. After some considerable insis-
tence on our part, Mr Brookes relented and said that he would
arrange it. .

This incident is mentioned to demonstrate the atiitude then.
Only the elect could join. One had to be approved by Mr
Brookes (technically by the Council but, as will be seen later,
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Mr Brookes was the Council). Mr Mellor tells me that Mr
Brookes had adopted the same system with the Photographic
Circle, founded earlier. You had to be invited to join.”

We joined shortly before the tenth birthday of the Society
and, although grandparents at the time, we were known as the
young members. There was little representation of the true lo-
cals. Bert Broomhead was the only one I can think of. Most
were retired couples, of fairly advanced age. Certainly no one
was of the type who would have done the manual work now
done by members. Mr Furness was an exception in that he re-
wired the house. Nor could it be said that any were
knowledgeable in history or the architecture of old buildings.*

There was a strong social interest. Coffee mornings were
held, I think fortnightly, certainly monthly, at members’ houses
and were well supported. The object was to raise money for
the Old House to pay for the work to be done. There was a rota
of guides but there was always a paid door-keeper.®

During the winter there were meetings in the parlour. Lec-
tures were very varied, as will be seen from the file of
programmes. Once a quarter the meeting was called a general
meeting at which Mr Brookes reported to the members what
had been done and was proposed. In the summer there was a
programme of visits. Tea out was regarded by Mrs Brookes as
-an essential part of the day. These outings were in members’
own cars and were well attended. A system of lifts for those
without cars worked well. However, Mr Brookes went to his
cottage in Rye, Sussex, for about three summer months and
that time was ‘no go’ for the Society, other than the Old House
being open.® -

One of the first events we attended was a pea and pie supper
at the Devonshire Arms, Ashford. Afterwards was a talk with
slides by Mr Brookes. On the tenth anniversary there was a
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dinner at the Wheatsheaf with the President, Lord John (Man-
ners) and his wife attending. There was an annual dinner
which was always well attended. Afterwards there was always
a talk by a guest. I remember the chairman of the Derbyshire
Archaological Society on one occasion and Mrs [Hildegarde]
Hertzog [from Sheffield] on another. She spoke on pilgrim
routes in France. This talk was at the Peacock.

As was mentioned above, the Society had no persons
learned in history, and romance blossomed. Near Rye is an old
priory belonging to the Sussex Archaological Society. There
they have a prior’s room with a stuffed prior. As Mr Brookes
had determined very early that the Old House was not only
medigeval but also belonged to monks®, he caused Mr Butler to
draw an excellent picture of three monks quaffing ale in front
of the screen, oblivious of the fact that Derbyshire was one of
the counties most devoid of monasteries, apart from the
granges. This picture was made into a postcard and sold ai 1p,
probably the cheapest card anywhere. Stocks lasted for years.
On another occasion Mr Brookes made a monk’s head and
showed it to a meeting saying he hoped to have a monk sitting
in the parlour. Happily this never came to anything.

The monastic connection was evident at the opening.” Apart
from the vicar holding a setvice on the terrace, an altar with
candlesticks was made in the parlour alcove., A large old stone
mortar was exhibited as a holy water stoop. - It had been dug up
by the Old House and so provided proof of its clerical use. A
gargoyle-like stone from Nether Edge was a further exhibit. It
had doubtless been one of a pair by a front door and was posst-
bly dislodged in the blitz. Finally there was the piece of plaster
found with a tooth in it. It was probably an animal’s but the
- legend was fostered that it was the custom for the peasant
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builders to make an offering of one of their own teeth when
erecting a building for religious use.

There was an unforfunate way of deciding what ought to be
found and then finding it. Haddon was well known to the
members and it was not appreciated that this house was of very
different status from Haddon. It is true that at the time only
Jarge manor houses or great ones had been studied and details
published. Vernacular houses of any age were rare and little
rescarched. It was decided that this house was medieval,
probably because the architect for the Society for the Protec-
tion of Ancient Buildings [Mr Read] said that part dated before
the mid 15" century. Possibly he meant the screen. The house Ple
was regarded as T-shaped from the beginning, lacking only the ¢ 1
porch and stairwell. Hence the houseplace with its great fire ~EL0.
place was the hall. It must have a screens passage. The par- {3’2‘%?
lour end [of the houseplace] was [therefore] i#. Off a screens - o
passage should lead two doors. There was only one. Too bad! Peso J
Nevertheless the room behind must be the buttery. [Was the f}w;as‘
buttery referred to in the 1594 inventory where the stairwell ©
now is? See Ted’s articles on the history of the Old House in
the Journals for 1984, 1987 and 1988.] In fact the parlour or
solar should be at the other end behind the top table. But this
fact was overlooked and the [other room at the south end] be-
came the parlour,

Really old houses of Norman times had staircases outside to
the upper floor so that there must have been one before the
porch was built. A bit of string course confirmed this although
it would have blocked the window to the houseplace. How you
had an upper floor if the hall was on the ground floor was not
thought of. Little Wenham Hall obviously had not been vis-
ited. The stairwell and the porch, being obviously later than
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the parlour block, were considered to have been added later as
was, quite correctly, Harrison’s cottage.

There was very much a God wat attitude exemplified by the
stable door [fitted to the] new entrance [the one from the site of
the sixth cottage, now the terrace, into the parlour, which was
later re-sealed]. A second stable door (in good oak!) was put in
the Bowman room [doorway]. It was this [attitude] which
caused the parlour and buttery [walls] to be scraped in Victo-
rian church fashion with possibly the same sorry result of
losing the old plaster and possibly decoration. This was done
by the builders to order [so] that no one in the society would
see any signs of decoration.®* However, I understand that some
was found. Luckily, before it really reached the papers (as it
was about to), someone remarked that the plaster was Victorian
and it [the ‘decoration’} looked the same as when we took Lin-
crusta off mother’s sitting room wall. That’s what [the
‘decoration’] really was.”

When the last two cottages were handed over Mr Rogers**
had arrived on the scene and was a willing manual worker. Mr
Brookes made good use of him as an assistant and they opened
the garderobe. Mr Brookes took photographs and, having de-
termined that it must be a priest hole, gave a talk with slides to
the members. 1 found it reasonably satisfying until after the
talk when we looked at the actual place. From the first there
was doubt but it was very much a rebel idea.' A book had been
written by, I think, Winifred Haward, who specialised in priest
holes. . Mr Brookes got her to come over. We never had a
proper report from her but Mr Brookes claimed that she sup-
ported him, which is highly doubtful if you read her book.

The council then consisted of Mr and Mrs Brookes, Mrs
Rylands and Mr Brookes’s cronies. It met on Thursday after- -
noons in Mr Brookes’s shop in Church Alley. There was not
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the full number of members as provided for in the rules. In the
early days there had been others active such as {Charles] Brad-
bury and [Maurice] Goldstone. However, Mr Brookes had
managed to see that they were not involved and ran the whole
affair rather-as his personal fiefdom. Mr Goldstone was a
trustee but somehow, owing to mutual antagonisms, took less
and less part. He attended some members’ meetings and could
be a liftle awkward.

[By this time] outings were arranged by Mr Burton, a mem-
ber of the Council. (He had been a diocesan surveyor and was
responsible for some of the less desirable works, one being the
Turnerisation of part of the roof [covering the slates or tiles
with a pitch-like material; there still remains some on the
chimney, dated 1966]. The outings became few and badly ar-
ranged. At a general meeting this was raised and the members
voted that there should be a sub-committee to help Mr Burton.
I was one of the members, as werc Mrs Knighton, Miss
Spooner, Mr Halsey and others. When we met it was obvious
that Mr Burtont didn’t like it. At a later general meeting it was
announced that the Council had decided that the committee ap-
pointed by the earlier general meeting was disbanded. This
caused a furious row. Miss Spooner stood up and said very
loudly “Where are you, Mr Burton? Oh you are there hiding
round the corner.” She and other valuable members resigned
from the Society but others of us decided to soldier on. .

Probably the crunch moment came (for some time there had
been feelings of rebellion amongst several members at the dic-
tatorial style of running the Society) when there was to be a
flower festival for charity in the church and it was decided to
open [the Museum] for extra hours [to coincide]. At a general
meeting the members resolved that part of the takings be do-
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nated. Mr Brookes vetoed this, saying that it was contrary to
the rules. Nevertheless, members were dissatisfied.

How it arose I do not remember, bui Mrs Rylands, as Sec-
retary, got someone to run her over to Hathersage to see
me.*** 1 suspected that Mr Brookes wished to cook the min-
utes. In the event I got a copy of the rules to see why we could
not donate to charity. I discovered that there should be more
members on the Council and we determined to have more. At
the next election we nominated Mrs Franklin and my wife to
Council and they were elected. This was the thin end of the
wedge. The meetings moved to the Old House. Next year I
arranged to be free on the afternoons of the meetings and was
also elected. Gradually the whole position changed. The
members ruled, not the Council. Meetings were moved to the
evenings and more came on [to the Council].

One early confrontation was about the book Mr Brookes had
written concerning the beginnings of the Society. It was pat-
ently angled. e wished to have it published by the Society
but the majority of the new Council would not approve it so he
published it at his own expense.

At one general meeting Mrs Brookes sought to address the
meeting on the nature of the Council. She asserted that the
Council was no mere committee. It was of immense power and
authority. The impression was that, whatever the majority of
the members might resolve at a general meeting, the Council
was not bound and could overturn the resolution. We listened
in stunned silence/

The old Council, with Mr Burton’s assistance, had a we put
i [Pitt’s] kitchen. This proved most embarrassing to use and
was quite unsatisfactory.* It was in a box-like erection in the
corner by the fireplace. [This is the reason for the window in
~ this corner.] Various proposals were made. The sink used at
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meetings was then by the window in the houseplace, As
Harrison’s scullery was then available, it was to be the new So-
ciety kitchen. One proposal was that it should be divided, with
part used for a new we [as it now is]. Mrs Brookes strongly
opposed this. Mr Brookes made a counter proposal that an ex-
tension should be built entered by a door to be made on the
landing of the back stairs. A vote was taken and the division of
Harrison’s scullery was approved. Shortly afterwards there
was the annual meeting and Mr Brookes suddenly, without any
prior warning to the Council, resigned as Chairman. He was
then elected President. This terminated Lord John’s connec-
tion with the Society and [this] is sometimes regretted.

Council minutes thereafter probably give a sufficient record
of the Society’s history, warts and all.

FOOTNOTES

a The rules of the Society did require nominations for mem-
bership to be put to the Society’s Council and this was quite
normal at the time. Only one applicant was ever rejected.

¥ Mrs Rylands agreed that Mr Brookes’s knowledge of history
was limited. .

b A number of the early members, including Charles Brad-
bury, Dick Allcock, Jack Seilors, Irvine Wright, Mrs
Goldstone and Reg Broomhead (who had helped in the res-
toration of Haddon Hall) cartied out practical work but
manual work had tailed off by 1963. Dick Allcock was the
accepted historian of Bakewell; Robert Thornhill was also a
local historian who wrote learned articles for the Derbyshire
Archzological Society. Sadly his differences with Mr
Brookes led to his collection of Ashford Marble going to
Derby Museum. Mrs Knighton has a master’s degree in the
history of art and archaology.
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Fortnightly coffee mornings during the winter months were

an important source of money for work at the museum until
they were discontinued in 1974. In 1968-9 thirteen coffee
mornings raised £80, as did a spring market at the Old
House. In 1965 a garden party in Mrs Sugg’s garden
opened by Lord John Manners raised £73. There was no
paid doorkeeper in the early days.
Meetings were first held in the Pudding Shop at the invita-
tion of Mrs Needham, a founder member. (One window had
a display about the Old House.)
Many outings were to historic houses with which Mr
Brookes had been professionally involved as land agent.
Their owners regarded him as a friend. These outings be-
came too popular in that 60 to 70 people were too many for
the owners to accept and to provide tea for, so numbers had
to be restricted.
Before the Society was formed the Old House was known as
the Monk’s House as a result of a Mr Monk having lived
there [though no written record of this person has been
noted].
The parlour, the first room of the museum to be opened,
looked beautiful, with a medizval cupboard lent by Lord
John Manners, a refectory table and candlesticks lent by Mr
Goldstone and portraits of the Eyre family of Hassop lent by
Mr Thornhill. Mrs Knighton does not recall the altar,
[though there is a photograph apparently showing one at the
opening]. Ted Meeke would not have been present.
The plaster was probably in very poor condition after layers
of wallpaper had been removed, probably mostly by Charles
Bradbury. Mr Brookes was generally not keen to remove
anything quickly.

68



The Manoriai Laws of Bakewell

**Mrs Rylands recalls the tremendous amount of work carried

out at the Old House by Alfred Rogers, Mrs Rogers and
their daughter, Eileen, over many years.

In 1963 the Manchester Guardian did have an article on the
discovery of the wall decoration. Mr Butler and Mr Broom-
head did not object to the idea that it was old. It was later
realised that it was on a wall built by Arkwright, which di-
vided the main part of the houseplace from the part which
formed part of the ‘buttery’ cottage.

Mr Goldstone was one who early dismissed the idea that it
was a priest’s hole.

The death of Miss Spooner is recorded in Bulletin no 1 of
December, 1970, (a forerunner of the Journal) together with
appreciation of her work in arranging a successful historical
fashion show some years before.

***Mrs Rylands did not recall this.

3

I

The newsletter for 1967 recorded that Dick Allcock had
agreed to write a full history of the Society. He didn’t, pre-
sumably because he knew of Mr Brookes’s proposed
booklet, which was published in 1972. See Mr Allcock’s
brief account in the Journal for 1980.

It is strictly correct that decision-making lies in the hands of
the council.

This unsatisfactory w.c. was installed very quickly without,
it is thought, the approval of the Society’s Council.

Lord John Manners, who died recently, was President from
the foundation of the Society and in the early days had spe-
cial openings of Haddon Hall on some Sundays, with
proceeds going to the Old House. By 1971 he was less in-
volved with the Society. Mrs Knighton became Chairman.
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POSTSCRIPT

Mrs Knighton recalls that John Marchant Brookes’s basic
idea was to save the Old House. The owners and the
authorities agreed to this subject to its being used as a mu-
seum. The decision to form the Historical Society to
support a museum and the Old House was strengthened by
the interest generated as a result of the successful exhibition
of local history in the Town Hall in 1951, organised by the
Business and Professional Women’s Club, of which Mrs
Knighton was President at the time. In those days it had
eighty members but is now defunct. The exhibition was the
brain child of Mrs Brookes. There is an account of the ex-
hibition in the Journal for 1991.
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BAKEWELL’S PICTURE HOUSES 1912-1971
Clifford Shaw

[T was fortunate to hear of Clifford Shaw’s research into cine-
mas in this area when he wrote to ask if anyone in our Society
could help him with particular points of detail about Bakew-
ell’s picture houses. T could supply little beyond a reference by
Charles Bradbury that appeared in our Journal for 1997 (p71),
but immediately replied to ask if Clifford would be willing to
submit an article on his findings. He willingly complied and
here is the result. J.T.B.]

The Picture Pavilien, Bakewell

Bakewell’s first cinema opened on Tuesday, 27™ August, 1912,
in the old refreshments room across the road from Bakewell
station. The proprietor was Lewis de Burgh, who had managed
the Southend Hippodrome and a hall in Berlin. The building
was not particularly suitable, being wooden with a corrugated
iron roof; the projector was housed in a small extension of
brick or other fireproof material. The seating capacity was
about two hundred and the doors had been refitted to open
outwards. De Burgh was still the licensee in October but by
December Robert Hage, who was the owner of the property,
had taken over and had carried out a mumber of minor im-
provements. From June, 1913, the cinema featured in regular
advertisements in the High Peak News, although no film titles
are mentioned. At that time the manager was J. Morton, but by
the autumn Robert Hage had assumed the responsibility. Per-
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formances were nightly at 9pm but on Saturdays there were
shows at 3pm, 7pm and 9pm.

‘Bakewell’s first cinema, now demolished,
at the railway station.

A musical accompaniment was provided by a trio who took
up their positions to the right of the screen behind a green cur-
tain. The personalities remembered are the elderly Mr Fewkes
on piano; Mrs Thompson, the postmaster’s wife, on violin and
with the “cello being played by her daughter. Press advertising
continued throughout 1914; during the summer months per-
formances had been restricted to Thursday, Friday and
Saturday evenings. By December performances were at 8pma,
although on Saturdays films would start at 6.45pm or 7pm.
Unfortunately press adverts then ceased, but the cinema seems
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to have remained in business throughout 1915. In February,
1916, the licence was extended for a further twelve months but
later in the year the picture shows were discontinued, the
premises being leased in September to the Derbyshire Soldiers
Comforts Association, an organisation promoted by the British
Red Cross. Rumours were circulating in 1919 that the cinema
might be re-instated by Robert Hage on the expiration of the
Red Cross tenancy and the hall re-opened as the Picture Pavil-
ion on Saturday, 18" October, 1919. In June and again in
August, 1920, there were references to good attendances in the
trade press. No further reports have been traced but it probably
closed early in 1921.

" The interior of Bakewell’s first cinema.
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The Bakewell Cinema (also known as the Electric)

Bakewell’s second cinema was also in makeshift premises and
was opened by Joseph A. Helliwell, who, until it closed, had
been manager at the Pavilion. An opening date has not been
established but it was probably in early 1921, the first newspa-
per references being in February. It was situated on a tract of
land known as Woodiwiss’s yard and was approached by a
short carriageway from that part of Buxton Road then known
as Mill Street.

The Electric Cinema, now the sales areé of Mideo Ltd.

The hall was a single storey stone building some forty eight
feet by twenty one feet, the accommodation being sufficient to
seat two hundred. There were two shows nightly and two pro-
gramme changes weekly. Helliwell, who was from Darley
Dale, was also the manager. He had regarded the arrangements
as a stop gap and had intended building a small new cinema on
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Haddon Road, though the necessary financial backing was not
forthcoming. In September, 1922, he obtained planning per-
mission to enlarge the existing cinema but it seems unlikely
that any substantial work was carried out. Helliwell was also
proprietor of the Ritz at Whitwell, but by early 1924 he was in
{inancial difficulties. Frank Kendall, proprietor of the Staveley
Empire, took over the Bakewell business but in June it passed
to Joseph Wheelhouse, who was also from Staveley. There
were now two shows nightly on Monday, Thursday and Satur-
day, but only one on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. In June,
1926, the tenancy was taken over by the Thompson family.
Those involved were Mary E.P. Thompson, who was cinema
manager, her husband, A.T. Thompson, and their son, A R.G.
Thompson, who acted as projectionist; the pianist at this time
was a Miss Allsop. In January 1927 there was a fire scare
when an exhaust pipe in the engine room, which was outside
the main building, set fire to a lathe. There was now only a
single show nightly, except on Saturdays when there were two
houses. The hall never went over to sound. The annual licence
- was renewed in June 1931 but the cinema probably closed a
few months afler the opening of the Picture House in October,
1931. ,

The building has managed to survive. Its current occupiers
are Midco (Bakewell) Ltd, and access is from the firm’s yard
oft Buxton Road.

THE PICTURE HOUSE, BAKEWFELL
Location: Haddon Road, Bakewell, just beyond Granby Croft.
Proprietors: Holmewood Picture Palace Co. (Registered 9.3.18)
The directors in 1931 were E. Glassbrook (Chairman), J.B. Ri-
chards (Managing), G. Platts, J. Metcalf.
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Architect: Messrs Wilcockson and Cutts

General Contractor: Arthur Marsden

Opened: Monday, 5% October, 1931, by A.R. Brand, Chairman
of Bakewell U.D.C.

The cinema was a two storey brick building. A seating capac-
ity of seven hundred had by 1935 been reduced to six hundred
and fifty five. There was a small stage, with a proscenium
width of thirty eight feet, and the sound system installed was
by Western Electric. There was free parking for customers
adjacent to the cinema. The prices of tickets in the stalls were
6d, 9d and 1/-, while the balcony was 1/6d. The opening film
featured Charles Ruggles in Charley’s Aunf, changing on
Thursday to Eddie Cantor in Whoopee. Programmes were
continuous from 6.30pm, with a 3pm matinée on Monday,
Thursday and Saturday. After a few weeks the Monday mati-
née on market day was brought forward to 2.30pm; however,
by 1936 all matinees were at 2.30pm and this practice was re-
tained, although from April, 1947, the Thursday matinée was
discontinued. From September, 1947, until April, 1956, there
were programme changes on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days; the performances were continuous from 6pm, except on
Saturday, when there were two houses, at 6pm and 8.15pm. In
December, 1954, the Picture House was acquired by Star
Cinemas and closed for a week, reopening following the in-
stallation of a ‘giant’ panoramic screen. Saturday children’s
matinées became a regular event, starting at 2pm. The first
film in Cinemascope was Sign of the Pagan, which was shown
from 25.7.1955. The Picture House eventually opened on Sun-
days, but not until 5.2.1961. Admission was limited to ‘film
club’ members, which was a means of circumventing the Sun-
day Entertainment Act after the Urban District Council had on
a number of occasions decided against Sunday opening in the
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light of an overwhelmingly adverse vote at a Town Meeting of
electors convened in January, 1955. The annual subscription
was only a nominal 2/6d but membership was restricted to
those over sixteen years; nor was admission allowed until a pe-
riod of at least forty eight hours had elapsed after payment of
the subscription. Quite often a different film was shown on
Sunday from those playing during the remainder of the week.
However, not infrequently the Sunday programme would con-
tinue to be shown until Wednesday and sometimes the same
feature was shown for six or even seven days. In March, 1968,
a bingo session was introduced on a Wednesday night but at
the end of August bingo was discontinued, The hall probably
closed on Saturday, 25t September, 1971, the last film being
Patton— Lust for Glory. After remaining unoccupied for some
time, the premises were demolished and the site was developed
by the local authority under a housing scheme.

The demolition ofBakewell’; last picture house,
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Yearbooks published in association with Kinematograph
Weekly were also a valuable source of information, although
the eniries are not always reliable. Brian Horney’s 4 Cinema
Miscellany series (Fuchsaprint, Stamford) has been both a
guide and a safety net The cinema history of Bakewell is
summarised in England I, part 15, pp 9 and 10, though the
author and I have at times reached differing conclusions, I
have also appreciated the opportunity to meet Arthur Brockle-
hurst of Bakewell, now aged 90, who attended all three of
Bakewell’s cinemas.

The photographs, copies of which are now in the collections
of the Old House Museum, were kindly provided by Roy Fox,
Elizabeth Wilbur, George Challenger and Frank Saunders.
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CHURCH HOUSE, BAKEWELL,
Trevor Brighton and Bill Bryant

Church House, at the foot of North Church Strect, has long
been a notable building in Bakewell. Particular attention is
drawn to its raised entrance on a double mount of steps pro-
tected from the street by a plain but elegant iron banister.

The property was always known in Bakewell, until recent
times, as ‘The Doctor’s House’. This was because from the
earliest references to it in 1733 it has been associated with
apothecaries, doctors and surgeons. The last general practitio-
ner to live there was John Emerson, highly respected in the
town, who died in 1992, Tle, like his predecessors, held sur-
geries on the ground floor of the house until the Medical
Centre on Butts Road was opened. His widow, Ruth, contin-
ued to live there until 1999 when the property was sold to the
present owners, Mr and Mrs Bryant,

Mrs Ruth Emerson has kindly allowed me to calalogue the
deeds relating to the property which the late Michael Brooke-
Taylor, solicitor, had passed to her husband. The documents
cover the period 1733 to 1863. They not only give the names
of those concerned with medical practice in the town in that
period but also relate to notable bygone families such as the
Burtons, Schollers, Carringtons, Buxtons, Manders, Farns-
worths and Bossleys.

Church House today has changed from its early 18th century
style and orientation. The Georgian house and stables were
entered from Church Alley, a street variously referred to in the
past as Church Row or Church Lane. The entrance to the
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house appears to have been switched to North Church Street in
the late 18™ or early 19™ century. By 1863 the house and sta-
bles are described below as ‘newly erected’. A cursory glance
at the north entrance reveals an earlier blocked entrance to the
east and the bay windows, visible over the garden wall, appear
to be part of the Victorian rebuild. A closer inspection, inside
and out, would no doubt clarify some of the building’s history.

Dr Knox, his wife and mother (?) in the garden of Church House, 1907.
(Photograph by courtesy of Peter Robinson.)

The presént owners of the house, Pat and Bill Bryant, have
added the following:

Like many houses in Bakewell, Church House has evolved
over the centuries. It started life as a two and three storey
dwelling; the two storey part probably included the main en-
trance at what is now the rear of the house. Because of a later
extension at the rear, it is not possible to confirm this. Adja-
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cent to the present entrance in North Church Street the exterior
stonework clearly indicates an aperture which was either an-
other entrance with fanlight over or a large window. The
contention that it may have been a door opening into a lobby is
supported by the position of the fireplace in the room behind
that wall. The ‘front’ of the main three storey house (facing
cast) exhibits the traditional Georgian arrangement of windows
in one half, apart from a later modification to create a bay win-
dow on the ground floor. Unusually, the bay windows in the
other half are in the form of a large bay window on the ground
and first floor with no window to the room the top floor on this
side of the house. There is room for debate on whether these
bay windows are part of the original house. The stonework and
the sash windows wounld suggest this to be the case.

At some time in the early 19% century an adjoining cottage
was built to the west of Church House as a separate dwelling.
Evidence of the position of the fireplaces and windows would
indicate that this cottage was of a simple symmetrical design,
with two rooms upstairs and two rooms downstairs.

Major modifications appear to have taken place in the mid
19" century. The interior of Church House was connected to
the cottage next door by breaking through on both floors, thus
necessitating an additional flight of stairs from the house to the
upper rooms of the cottage. It is likely that the extension at
what is now the rear of the house was built at this time—the
pattern of the encaustic floor tiles would seem the corroborate
this. The building of an extension meant that what was proba-
bly the original main entrance had to be switched to the North
~ Church Street side of the house, although it is also possible that
the present main entrance was simply moved from the aperture
referred to above. The rear extension also resulted m the
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blocking of a staircase window, which made necessary the in-
troduction of a roof light in the barrel roof over the stairs.

As in the case of many old houses in Bakewell, changes and
additions to Church House over the years make 1t both a fasci-
nating puzzle and a delight to occupy.

Documents pertaining to Church House

1780 24 Sept.

Lease for a year of the tenements and grounds (now known
as Church House) at Bakewell.

‘All that antient messuage with the appurtenances situate in
Bakewell afsd formerly in the possession of Daniel Heath-
cote, Richard Stafford, Joshua Ffrost and Mary Burton
Widow or some of them with the Ground Buildings and
Erections belonging thereto and used therewith now in the
occupation of William Redfearn or his undertenants, The
site and Grounds of all which said Messuage Buildings
Erection and Premises are thirty two yards and two feet in
length throughout from front to rear and eighteen vards in
breadth throughout or thereabouts be the same more or less
Together with all Rights, Ways, Easements.. .etc.’

| Mr Michael Buxton of West Smithfield, London, Mercer
To '
1. Edward Buxton of Bakewell, surgeon and apothecary,
and
2. Joseph Carrington of Bakewell, shopkeeper, at a pepper-
corn rent.

1780 25 Sept. Release of the above tenements by 1 to 2 and
3. A mortgage and indenture.
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Schedule of deeds previously referred to, 1715, 19 & 20
October. Quingue partite indentures of lease and release
between
L. George Burton of Bakewell, gentleman
2. William Archer, Esqr. of Cooper Sale, Fssex and
Highiow, Derbys.
Edward Buxton of Bakewell, yeoman.
3. Elizabeth Fenton of Croxton, Leics., spinster
3. Samuel Cart, clerk, of Leicester.
William North, rector of Bronnson, Leics.
4. Robert Scholler of Great Rowsley, steward
to the Duke of Rutland.
John Lambert of Melton Mowbréy, Leics., apothecary
Executed by George Buxton and Ehzabeth Denton.

1733 9May Deed Poll Executed by George Burton and
Elizabeth Burton, owners of the property

1733 10 May Office copy of George Burton in Registry of
Deed and Chapter of Lichfield

Proved 3/5/1734 on oath of Eliz. Burtor, sole executrix.
(Examined 3-5-1779 by John Fletcher, Reglstrar and
George Hand, Notary Public) _

1779 21 June Indenture and Bargain of Sale of 3 parts en-
rolled in the Court of King’s Bench 871 between:

1. Joshua Burton of St. Dunstans in the West in the City of
London, hatter, and Mary his wife.

2. Barnard Gregory of Waxchandlers’ Hall, London, gen-
tleman.

3. William Nicoll of Barnard’s Inn, London, gentleman.
Declaring the uses of a common recovery Covenant on the
said messuages, lands and premises.
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1779 3,9,and 10 Novr. Indentures of lease and release.

1. Joshua Burton (see above), only surviving son and heir of
John Burton of Barnes, Surrey, brewer deceased, who was
the eldest son and heir of Joshua Burton, late of Aynho,
Northants, Gentleman, who was brother of George Burton,
formerly of Bakewell, Derbys, gentleman.

2. Barnard Gregory (sce above)

3. Michael Buxton of West Smithfield, London, mercer.
Convey the premises to Michael Buxton and his heirs.

1788 1 February Indenture between

1. Edward Buxton of Bakewell surgeon and apothecary and
Joseph Carrington of Bakewell, gentleman, trustee for Ed-
ward Buxton.

2. Dorothy Milner of Hassop, spinster.

Property leased to Dorothy Milner for £150

1788 1 February Bond.

E.B. and J.C. are bound to DM in the sum of £300 or £150 if
paid on 1/8/1789, -

In presence of James Mander, & Robert Slmpson clerk to
Mr. Mander.

1804 5 October Indenture between:

1. EB. surgeon and apothecary, late of Bakewell but now
of Great Longstone and Joseph Carrington, surgeon &
apothecary (only son and heir at law of Joseph Carrington,
deceased, who was a trustee for the said E.B. and

2. Alexander Bossley of Bakewell, gent.

The property formerly in the possession of Daniel Heath-
cote, Richard Stafford, Joshua Frost and Mary Barker or
some of them... and afterwards in the occupation of Wil-
liam Redfearn or his undertenants.
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1804 6 October  Indenture of 6 parts

1. Edward Buxton late of Bakewell, now of Gt. Longstone.
2. Joseph Carrington, surgeon & apothecary.

3. Dorothy Milnes of Hassop, spinster.

4. Charles Farnesworth of Bakewell, surgeon & apothecary.
5. Alexander Bossley of Bakewell, gentleman.

6. James Bossley of Bakewell, calico manufacturer.-

Total purchase price £470.

1811 23 May Appointment and demise of the land in
Bakewell for a term of 500 years for securing £400 and in-
terest.

1. Charles Farnsworth of Bakewell, surgeon and apothecary
2. Alexander Bossley of Bakewell, gent.

3. Thomas Farnnsworth of Thorpe in the parish of [lather-
sage '

4. Mary Carrington of Bakewell, spinster

Following the demise of the mortgage of 23/5/1807 (above)
between Charles Farnsworth and Joshua Devey the property
is sold by Thomas and Charles Farnsworth to Mary Car-
rington for £400.

1834 Probate and copy of Will (made 1828) of Charles
Farnsworth deceased.
Real and personal estate in Bakewell left to his wife Cath-
erine to be divided equally, on her death, between his son
Edward and his daughter Harriet. All the fixtures, medi-
cines, instruments and books in his surgery are left to
Edward as well as his horse(s), saddles and bridles.
Catherine & Edward F—executors.
Witnesses: Mary Barker of Burr House

Mary Wheatcroft, servant to W. Barker

J. Barker, solicitor, Burr House.
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1862 23 January Mortgage for securing £100 and interest
at £5 per cent per annum
1. Anthony Farnsworth of Thorpe, Derbys, farmer
Robert Bardwell of Offerton, Derbys, farmer.
2. Anne Farmsworth of Thorpe, spinster.
3. Anne Farnsworth the younger of Thorpe, spinster.
Elizabeth Farnsworth of Thorpe, spinster
To
4. Alice Baternan of Chelmorton, spinster.
1862 6 June Indenture between
1. Alice Bateman, spinster of Chelmorton
2. Anthony Farnsworth late of Thorpe but now of Shearsby,
Leics., farmer.
Robert Bradwell of Offerton, Derbys., farmer.
3. Anne Farnsworth the elder of Thorpe, spinster.
4. Anne Farnsworth the younger, spinster and Elizabeth
Farnsworth, spinster, children of Anthony Farnsworth.

1862 20 June Mortgage

1. Mrs Anne Farnsworth

2. Anne F.

3. Elizabeth F.

4. Prances F.

To

5. Mr. F.R. Morley of Leicester, draper.

Quitclaim for £107-17-0 on the house etc formerly in pos-
session of Daniel Heathcote, Richard Stafford, Joseph Frost
and Mary Barton, widow, and later in possession of William
Redfearn; wherein Edward Buxton, Joseph Carrington,
Charles Farnsworth and Edward Farnsworth did dwell. Now
in the occupation of Dr. Knox.
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‘All that newly erected Messuage Dwellinghouse or Tene-
ment with the stables and outbuildings thereto adjoining and
belonging situate standing and being in Bakewell.. wherein
Edward Buxton did heretofore, Joseph Carrington the son
did afterwards, and Charles Farnsworth and the said Edward
Farnsworth did inhabit and dwell, and which was lately
erected and built upon the site of an Ancient Messuage with
the Appurtenances...’

Together with 4a-1r-22p in Far Field & Nether Cowden
purchased from Peniston, Viscount Melbourne.

1863 27 June Transfer Mortgage and further charge for se-
~ curing £450 and interest.
1. Trederick Richard Morley of Leicester, draper.
2. Anne Farnsworth the elder of Shearsby.
3. Anne Farnsworth the younger.
Elizabeth Farnsworth
Frances Farnsworth
Ellen Farnsworth, all of Shearsby.
4. Anthony Famsworth of Shearsby, farmer.
. Peter Knight of Keyham, Leics., farmer & grazer.
Mary Anne Crofts of Leicester, WldOW

Ln
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THE MANORIAL LAWS OF BAKEWELL II
Trevor Brighton

Most English medizval manors were governed, like Bakewell,
by a feudal lord who held regular courts by dint of a royal
charter or by prescription. The court leet was such an institu-
tion, which the Crown granted to boroughs, hundreds and
manors. It was a court of record whose roots were Anglo-
Saxon; it dealt with minor offences and did much administra-
tive work. In particular the court leet administered the old
Anglo-Saxon system of frankpledge, by which all men were
grouped into a tithing (or frankpledge) and accepted responsi-
bility for each other’s actions. The group could arrest one or
more of its number and present them to the court leet. By the
late middle ages freemen and those of social standing were ex-
empt from the jurisdiction of the court leet; it was now a court
that dealt with the unfree—uvilleins and serfs—who lived and
worked in the manor.

Bakewell was also subject to a court baron whose jurisdic-
- tion by the end of the middle ages had merged with that of the
court leet. Originally it was a civil court called by lords of the
manor to deal with its customs and to maintain the duties and
services owed to the lord by his tenants. A jury constituted
from the freeholders ruled on the cases before it and imposed
penalties in the form of amercements or fines.

The earliest such list of laws and penalties surviving for the
manor of Bakewell belong to 1580. They have been accurately
transcribed for us here by one of our members, Stephen Penny,
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from MsD258/35/9/1 in the Derbyshire Record Office at Mat-
lock.

Bakwell

Certeame by Lawes o' paynes a%;reed upon by the Jury
heir the iiij™ of Aprill in the xxiij" yere of ou' sufferant
Lady Elezabeth
Inprimis
1. We ordaine y* every ma” shall mak their come” yeates
affore the xij' day of may next enshewing in payne every
yeat not maid and so well and sufficiently kept in repa-
ration o ¥ iiij
Itfem]

That every ma” mak their Ring hedges beffore the
xij* day of may next inshewing in payne of every acrein
bread not maid and so kept untill the hay and corn be in-

ned xij"

It

That every ma" scoure his diches and wata® courses in
paine of every acre not done and so kept Xijd

It

Whosoever Laeth any dounge in the streettes afta’ this
day and will not also remove it ffurth of the strettes w°h
they have Layd their all redy beffore S' James day next
inshewing shall mak fforfaiture of i i

It

That it shall be Lawffull for the pinner to bringe all such
sheppe to the fold as he shall fynd pasturing w™ in plts
_foottes of the corne and to resave of the own™ of the
shipp ij
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It _
That the heward of the new pasture shall not sleat the
heards of beastes golng in the nether pasture from the

milking place in paine of every tym® xud

It ’ -
That whosoever keepeth any Swine unringed shall be a
mercied for every one so takin o' Seene ij

It

That whosoever delveth any turves uppon Bakwell more
and not dewlling [sic] w'h in this Lordshipp shall be a

mercied for every load Xij

It

That the come” Buttes be repaired the Satta’day in the ro-
gacion weeke in paine of every howse xij*

It

T [sic] no ma" keip o' putt any shipp nto the medowes
pastures o' feildes afore S* Luckes daye in pame of

it i
It
That no ma" keip or putt any oxen kyn or horses in the
corne feeildes beffore every ma" haith gotten in their
corne in paine of every tym® xij*
Item
That every man shall sweip clense or cause to be
sweeped and clenssed the streilt as fare as the Lenght
[sic] of his howse shall extend unto the pavement and for
gvery week not so clensed that he in whose deffault the
matter shall depend shall fforfeit for every week .

iifj
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Item

Y' no ma" puit or kelp any sheipp uppo” the Longe shutt
in paine for every tym® so taken xg

[tem

That the dounge hill at the milne yeat be gott awaie and
SO kelpt for ever afore S' James day next in paine of
iij® 111}

Item
That whatt ma” or woma" shalle washe any unsemly
theng at the greatt well, capp well, or S° marys well,
shall forfeit for every tym®so seene or taken

: iij® iiif
ftem
That as ofte as y° heaward taketh any gesse in the me-

dowes he shall have of the owner of the gesse fordevery '

gosse j
Item
That Rauft’ Whitly shall remove his doung hill Lying

hard by S' Mares well, and Lay the same at the chappell
~ end beffore the ffyrst day of may and also to remove the
same yerly beffore the accostomed tym®

iij* iij

Item
Wee ordaine y' if Rauff Whitlay Will not suffer
ffree passage through his howse to s' maries well, y then
he o' they y' shall fortim® heare afta” to dwell in that
howse, shall pulle downe the wall at his howse end and
so suffer their to be awaie according to old custome in
paine x°
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Item -

That if any ma” of ashford o’ any other not inhabiting the

township and Lordship of Bakwell, shall pasture w'h any

mane’ of cattill w'hin any of the feildz medowes or any

other comm® pasture belonging to the Lordshipp of
. Bakwell, to forfeit for every tym® so taken o' seene here

afta” X :

Item

That if any ma" shall teethe w'hin any of iiij feildz me-

dowes o' pastures afta” $' James day next ensuing to

forfeitt for every tym°® So taken o' seene xij*
Cristofer Hardi Thomas Buxston
Arnald Bagshaw® William Browne
Homage Hugo Newton Francis Burton
Ralph Newton Edward Wyld
John Wilson Ralph Stafford

Thurstan Hodgkinso® Phillipp Lindapp
Thomas Hosnam’

In volume 6 of this Journal, twenty three years ago, I pub-
lished “The paynes and pennall Laws agreed uppon by the great
Enquest att the great Leete houlden for the Mamnor of Bakew-
ell the 30" day of Aprill 1663’. This was taken from a
transcript made in the 1890s by W.A. Carrington of Bakewell,
the Duke of Rutland’s archivist, of a document in the muni-
ments then kept at Haddon Hall. Now additional laws have
come to light in the form of further 19™ century transcripts in
the possession of one of our members, Mrs. Grace Greaves.

These transcripts include the laws made in 1663 but with
slight variations in the text and some additional laws to the
fifty three printed in 1979. The additional items in this version
of the 1663 laws are as follows:-

92



The Manorial Laws of Bakewsll

21. That whosoever taketh or shall take any women
gottyen with child into his or their house to charge the
town withal shall either give security to save the town
harmless or forfeit £5.

34. The Market bell shall be rung at or before Eleven of -

the clock or for
Every default to forfeit 10/-s

41. We the Jury do lay a pain that if my Lord’s flock
come into any of the four cornfields or other commons
and the sheppards suffer them to lea, sow and feed, the
sheppard shall forfeit 40/-s

Obviously, this body of laws governing Bakewell town was
a culmination of earlier pains and penalties, some of which de-
rived from the Middle Ages. Custom and precedent played a
very important part in the laws and administration of the
manor. The transcripts in Mrs. Greaves’s possession contain
the records of five more Courts until 1723, by which time the
Lord of the Manor of Bakewell, elevated to the dukedom of
Rutland in 1703, had removed from Haddon Hall to Belvoir
Castle some twenty three years earlier.

At the Great Court Baron holden for the Manor of
Bakewell this 30™ day of April 1703.

59. That for the time to come those who ought to make
Cowden Diich shall make the same at or before the 251
March every year or forfeit to the Lord of the Manor
3s.4d for every Acre for which the fence shall be made.
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At the Great Leet and Great Court Baron for the Manor
of Bakewell this 5™ day of October 1708.

60. We lay a pain that the Fence on the Mill cliffe this
year and also every year that Stanedge field is Wheat
shall be made up by the first day of November or forfeit
to the Lord of the Manor for every Acre and so propor—
tionable more or less land 3s.4d.

At the Great Court Leet and Great Court Baron houlden
for the Manor of Bakewell this 27% day of April 1710.

59, We lay a pain that all the persons that bave any
land lying on Mili Chffe that they make up their Fence

yearly before the 25" day of March or forfeit to the Lord
of the Manor for every Acre not made 3s.4d. '

We the principal Inhabitants especially the Grant Jury of
" the Court Leet of his Grace the Duke of Rutland held the
day and year aforesaid for the Manor of Bakewell do
consent and agree that the place called Hare Dale Gutter
in Bakewell Fields in the hand of Jonathan Brunt, Char-
les Parker, Roberi Pidcock and William Breinor and
Thomas Wainwright shall henceforth be laid open to and
be taken to be part of the Middle hill field and cultivated
that year. The aforesaid Middle hill Field shall be -
plowed and lie fallow when it does and not when the
Stannidge field lies Fallow as heretofore by reason it hath
formerly been taken as part of the Stanedge field afore-
said, but must henceforth and be taken as patt of the
Middle hill field for the better advantage of both the
fields and our advantage whose names are hereunto sub-
scribed
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Edward Buxton John Slack
Thomas Staniforth George Taylor
Jonathan Brunt Roger Taylor
William Fearn Matthew Thorpe
Thomas Wainwright John Buckston
William Pidcock . William Bretnor
William Greaves John Brunt
George Riddiard John Dale
Thomas Eyre _ Charles Parker
Robert Pidcock

At the Great Court Leet and Great Court Baron holden
for the Manor of Bakewell this 13 day of April 1722.

62 We lay a pain that if any person bring cloaths into
the Nursecrofts either to hang them on the hedge or lay
them on the Grass shall forfeit to the Lord of the Manor

3s.4d.

63 We lay a pain that Cowden and the Shutts shall be
eaten no longer than the first corn that is sowed in the

fields in the Spring time of the year. For every offence
shall forfeit to the Lord of the Manor £2.

64 We lay a pain that everyone shall make their Fence
between Cowden and Green Cowden before any corn
be sown in the fields. For every Acre unfenced to pay
the Lord of the Manor : 3s.4d.

65 We lay a pain that the Fence between the Old pasture
gate and John Newtons be made before the last day of
April or forfeit to the Lord of the Manor - 3s.4d.
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At the Great Court Leet and Great Court Baron holden
for the Manor of Bakewell this 2™ day of May 1723.

66 We lay a pain that Cowden and the Shutts shall be
eaten no longer than three several persons shall sow
corn upon Cowden aforesaid. Fvery offender shall for- -
feit to the Lord of the Manor £2

67 We lay a pain that everyone that hath Iand in the
Shutts keep their fences up until the 8® of October on
the forfeit of - © 10/

By the early 180 century the manorial laws were fewer,
marking the decline of the Court and its control over the town
and its fields. Enclosure at the beginning of the 19™ century
virtually ended the Cowrt’s feudal control. White Watson,
writing in 1829, tells us

The township of Bakewell is divided among 53 resident and
non-resident frecholders, His Grace the Duke of Rutland’s
estate here being 1,823 acres and a great part of the build-
ings in the town and, as Lord of the Manor, holds a court
annually in the town.

The Duke’s agent, resident at Castle Hill House, managed
the Bakewell estate until the 1922 sale disposed of most of it.
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