
BAKEWELL &  
DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL  
SOCIETY 
 

 
 

 
 

JOURNAL 2013          NO. 40 
 
 
 







 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Scaled drawing of Bakewell Cross by John Carter in 1782  
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VIKING AGE SCULPTURE PROJECT 
 

Jan Stetka 
 
 This was the second year of the project, for which the objectives 
were to carry out archaeology at the high cross in the church yard and 
its possible original site near the Hassop cross roads.  Archaeology 
round the high cross was constrained to key-hole digs as English 
Heritage insisted that the railings and their substantial foundations 
remained in place. 
 

 The cross base is at the top and a wall on which it rests is in the mid lower picture. 
 

Nevertheless, Archaeological Research Services (ARS) managed 
to excavate below the level of the cross base where they found it was 
resting on the foundations of an ancient wall.  Under this wall they 
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found a skeleton, of which a minute fragment was sent for carbon 
dating.   

The result of the carbon dating was announced on the BBC 
television programme Countryfile whilst they were filming the 
Crosses project.  The skeleton date was in the 11th century.  Since the 
cross dates to the 10th century or earlier, it cannot be in its original 
position. 

 

 
 
Other graves were found close to the cross shaft base.  This has caused 
the massive base to subside.  Hence the present tilt of the shaft to the 
south. 

There is a gap in the cross base to the west, into which a boulder 
has been concreted.  This seems purposeful as both the base and the 
boulder were shaped.  Perhaps the gap was used to remove the cross 
shaft when the Newark was re-built nearby in the 1840s or perhaps an 
accident occurred. 
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Having proved that the high cross was not originally sited at 
Bakewell church, we followed a legend that it was originally at the 
junction of ancient track ways now in the field facing the old Hassop 
Station.  The Longstone enclosure map showed such a junction, since 
superseded by many generations of straight turnpike roads.  The 
enclosure map was superimposed on an aerial photograph of remains 
in the field to determine the site of the ancient junction.  The map fitted 
well to the evident remains. 

 

  
 
The old three-way road junction is shown in the field near the 

modern four-way Hassop round about.  The up-arrow shows the old 
road curving behind the Toll Bar cottage before following the route of 
the modern A6020 to Ashford.  The down-arrow shows the old road 
to Bakewell and the right-arrow shows the old road to Hassop. 

A magnetometer survey of the field detected many parallel old 
track ways along Rowdale.  This is a sign that the route had been used 
for thousands of years.  Thus we had sufficient evidence to justify a 
major investment of man power in a dig to reveal the track-ways of 
the legend. 
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Eighty volunteers were recruited from universities, local history 
societies and local retired folk.  Some volunteered for hours, some for 
days and some for the full three weeks of the dig.  Four classes of 
school children were also scheduled to come and help.  Bakewell U3A 
provided a team of people to give members of the public guided walks 
round the history and archaeology of the field, five times per day for 
three weeks. 

  

 
 
A mechanical digger removed the top soil from a 25m (80ft) square 

trench centred on the track intersection.  Volunteers then troweled the 
track ways to remove earth and record datable finds.  The dig was 
supervised by two professional archaeologists who offered training to 
the volunteers. 

The dig had to be in July when students had finished exams and 
were available for work experience.  The farmer had not cut his grass 
for silage; due to the wettest June recorded.  It continued to rain daily 
during the dig.  
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Many generations of ancient roads were discovered.  The method 

of construction was loose stone bedded by wear and bounded by rough 
curb stones.  This made it easy to construct a new road from old road 
stone when a route needed to be diverted. 

The top road in the picture had wheel ruts worn by cart wheels.  The 
lower route, in which volunteers are working, was the oldest track way 
from Rowland to Bakewell.  It probably started as a footway and then 
became a packhorse route.  It was hollowed by centuries of wear and 
was then stoned for use by horse and cart. 

Broken pottery was found from the medieval and Roman periods.  
Flint tools were found from the middle Stone Age (the Mesolithic 
period from ~10,000BC till 6,000BC) and the new Stone Age (the 
Neolithic period from ~6,000BC till 4,000BC).  Little was found from 
the Bronze or Iron Ages.  This shows that Rowdale has been a through 
route for thousands of years.  A full report of finds is available for 
those interested. 
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Students work on the road, a school class behind them and a public tour observing 

 
 

 Marian Barker, work experience students & Ann Hall 
find a road to our drainage pond 
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A stone mound about 6m(20ft) from the intersection 

was different from the trackways. 
 

 
When the stone mound was sectioned, a constructed stone base was revealed 
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The cross base at the church yard was resting on a stone foundation 
supported by squared stone either side.  The stone mound above could 
have been the previous support structure for the cross base.  It has a 
constructed stone foundation at the right depth and a jumble of roughly 
squared stones which could have fallen as the base was hauled out.  
However lack of time and heavy rain prevented further excavation. 

 

           From Hassop 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
From Rowland 
Roland gate 
           The stone mound 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                      From Bakewell 

Archaeological plan of roads found. 
 
Map© Devonshire Collection, Chatsworth.  
Reproduced by permission of  
Chatsworth Settlement Trustees.                 

 
The above shows the archaeological plan of the stone mound and roads 
found superimposed on an extract from William Senior’s 1616 survey 
of Holme.  The roads found are of a later date so do not line up with 
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those in 1616.  However, the stone mound is in direct line of sight 
whether you are approaching from  Rowland,  Hassop or  Bakewell.  
It is, therefore, an ideal site for a stone monument.  The map identifies 
the road from Rowland as Roland Yate, a medieval form of Gate, an 
Old Norse word meaning Road.  So the road existed when our Viking 
Age Sculpture existed.  

 I am grateful to Anne Taylor, archivist, for locating maps and 
charters at the County Records Office, which guided our research and 
archaeology.  Finally, I would like to thank Ann Hall, chair of 
Longstone History Society, for jointly managing the project with me. 
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HERALDRY IN BAKEWELL II 
THE MEDIAEVAL FAMILIES 

 
Trevor Brighton 

 
 Since the article on the Manners family’s armorials in Bakewell 
appeared in the last edition of this Journal, another example of 
Manners heraldry has been displayed in the town.  As reported in this 
Society’s Newsletter the shield, crest and motto of Sir John Manners 
(died 1611), together with a commemorative plaque, was fixed on the 
Almshouses of St. John’s Hospital which he founded in 1602.  
Appropriately, these embellishments were unveiled by Lord Edward 
Manners on June 8th, 2012.                               
 This lord John Manners had married the co-heiress of another 
ancient family of Norman origins, Dorothy Vernon of Haddon Hall.  
The Vernon family in England today is one of the few that boasts an 
unbroken lineage to before 1066.  Richard de Vernon was probably 
the younger brother of William, seignieur (feudal lord) of Vernon in 
Normandy who died about 1080.  The two brothers may have served 
under William the Conqueror at Hastings which could account for 
Richard being granted fourteen manors in Cheshire.                         
 The Vernons settled in Derbyshire about 1170 when William 
Avenel of Haddon married his two daughters and co-heiress, Avice 
and Elizabeth, to Richard de Vernon and Simon Basset respectively. 
Richard and Avice inherited the ‘capital mansion’ and village of 
Nether Haddon; Simon and Elizabeth were bequeathed Upper or Over 
Haddon.  The Vernons in due course acquired Over Haddon and 
administered their growing estates from Haddon Hall.  They were 
among the most wealthy and powerful lords in the county until the 
death of Sir George Vernon in 1565 – a period approaching 400 years.          
 Their arms, initially, were a silver or white shield fretted with 
black interlaced bends, dexter and sinister, rather like weaving.     The 
first quarter to be added to the Vernon arms was that of Avenel.   
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The arms of Vernon (ancient). Argent fretty sable. 

 
 The Vernon arms appear in various parts of Haddon Hall, but the 
earliest example surviving in Bakewell is to be found above the 
clerestory of All Saints church.  This indicates that the Vernons were 
benefactors in the remodelling of the church in the 15th century.  At 
this period many churches in England had their roof pitches lowered 
and their slates and tiles replaced with lead.  At the same time, to 
increase interior light, clerestory windows were added to the nave (and 
in some cases to the chancel) and the wall-plates were decorated with 
castellated parapets to conceal the gutters and help direct the rainwater 
away from the building by spouts or gargoyles.   
 

   
 

The arms of Vernon and Pype on the church battlements,                         
dating from the fifteenth century. 
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 The two shields in question are crudely cut and represent the fretty 
arms of Sir William Vernon and those of his wife, Margaret Swynfen.  
Sir William (1418–1467) served as an MP for Derbyshire and later for 
Staffordshire.  He rose to be Constable of England.  Margaret was a 
wealthy heiress and is represented by the arms of Robert Pype whose 
estate she inherited.                                              
 Sir William and Margaret were married in 1426 which means that 
the alterations to the church’s roofs cannot be earlier than this date and 
were probably carried out soon after it, perhaps as a gift to 
commemorate their wedding. By the 16th century the Vernon arms had 
been simplified from fretty to a fret. 
 

	
The arms of Vernon (modern).  Argent a fret sable. 

 
 This is how they appear on the tomb of Sir George Vernon in the 
Newark of All Saints and on the heraldic tabard which he wears. The 
same arms appear on the monument of Sir John Manners and Dorothy 
Vernon and on that of their son Sir George Vernon. Thereafter the 
Vernon arms appear in Bakewell alongside those of Manners, as we 
saw in the last Journal, where they adorn the exteriors of the Market 
Hall and the Old Town Hall. 
 The latest use of the Vernon arms in Bakewell occurred in 1887 
when, after a meeting at Haddon Hall, the freemasons of the town 
formed the Dorothy Vernon lodge.  This is an interesting dedication 
by an all male institution, not least because it chose to use Dorothy 
Vernon’s arms before she was married. However, the masons did not 
understand heraldic rules and in the photograph of their foundation 
members at Haddon Hall in 1887 and that in Bath Gardens in 1901/02 
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the ancient arms of Vernon are displayed on a male shield.  Like all 
spinsters and widows, her arms should be displayed on a lozenge not 
a shield.  By 1937 the Lodge had corrected the error on the cover of 
its history of masonry in Bakewell. 

 
Dorothy Vernon Lodge 

 

  
The Foundation members of the Lodge at Haddon Hall 1887 

 
 Whilst the Vernons were undoubtedly the richest and most 
influential family in the Peak in the middle ages, two other families 
were also prominent and were benefactors to the church.  The first was 
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the Foljambe family who, judging by their name may also have 
originated across the Channel.  By the 14th century the Foljambes held 
land at Tideswell, Hassop and Burton by Bakewell.  Sir Godfrey 
Foljambe who died in 1377 reached prominence within and beyond 
the Peak of which he was High Constable.  A Lancastrian supporter; 
he became seneschal to John of Gaunt, Second Baron of the Exchequer 
and Chief Steward of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster.   He  married  Avena 

 

  
Members of the Lodge in Bath Gardens in 1901/02. 

 

Ireland of Hartshorne and an exquisite miniature alabaster monument 
to them both survives in the south nave aisle of All Saints church.  It 
presumably was part of the chantry of the Holy Cross which Sir 
Godfrey endowed in 1344.  The heraldry of the couple is superbly 
designed on two shields.  Sir Godfrey bears sable a bend between 6 
escallops or which also appears on his surcoat.  The Ireland arms borne 
by Avena are gules  6 fleurs de lys or 3:2:1. 
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Oliver Jewitt’s illustration of the Foljambe effigies. 

 

 The second important mediaeval family were the Wendesleys or 
Wensleys of Wensley, Calke and Mapleton.  They are represented in 
the Newark of All Saints church by the mutilated monument of another 
Lancastrian, Sir Thomas de Wendesley who was constable and bailiff 
of the Duchy of Lancaster’s lands in the High Peak.  He died fighting 
the Yorkists at the battle of Shrewsbury in 1403.  His alabaster effigy 
displays his arms on his surcoat and are among the simplest in 
heraldry.  No colour remains on his body and it is presumed he bore 
argent a bend gules.  The table tomb on which he reclines is a 19th 
century invention. 
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Oliver Jewitt’s illustration of Sir Thomas Wednesley’s monument before 

William Flockton’s ‘restoration’ of the Newark (1840-41).                        
Sir Thomas’ arms are displayed on his jupon and on his tomb chest.        

The latter is not original. 

 
 Finally, the question will be asked about the arms of the Gernon 
family.  They were lords of Bakewell from the time the manor was 
granted to Ralph Gernon at the end of the 12th century until Sir John 
Gernon died without a male heir in 1384 – a period of almost two 
centuries. 
 Although they were largely absent administering their extensive 
estates in Essex, Bakewell church must have had reference to them as 
benefactors in its now lost mediaeval stained glass and especially in 
the dissolved chantry founded in the Newark and dedicated to the 
Virgin by Ralph Gernon III. 
 Today the Gernon name is perpetuated in the home for the elderly, 
Gernon Manor.  In the parish church no armorial examples survive 
from the time of their lordship and they are remembered by one of the 
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rather nasty shields erected as pseudo-bosses as part of the restoration 
of the nave roof 
Their arms were, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The arms of Gernon (ancient)                     The arms of Gernon (modern)                                                        
of Essex and Bakewell, c1310.                    of Moor Hall, Bakewell, c1380.                                                  
Argent 3 piles wavy in point gules              Paly wavy of 6 argent and gules.

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22



  

THE NEW PLAQUE OUTSIDE ST. JOHN’S HOSPITAL 
ALMSHOUSES. 

THE 1602 ARMORIAL ACHIEVEMENT OF JOHN 
MANNERS. 

 
Michael Hillam 

-  

 
 
The constituent parts are the crest, helm, shield, mantling and motto. 
 
The crest is the peacock in its pride - open tailed, and standing on its 
wreath-shaped torse, with six visible twists. 
The helm shows the helmet pointing to the right, with the visor closed. 
Had the homes been founded after John was knighted in 1603 the visor 
would have been open with the helmet facing forwards. 
The shield (coat of arms) shows the family colours of blue and gold. 
The lions (English strength) are described as ‘passant guardant’ 
meaning walking by and snarling; the fleur-de-lys indicate the French 
origins of the Manners family. The red crescent in the centre signifies 
that John Manners was a second son, (of the 1st earl) as is Lord Edward 
(of the 10th duke). 
The mantling at the sides represents the silks fitted below the helmet, 
and which became horizontal at speed on horseback. In battle, colours 
had to be easily recognisable. 
The motto is Pour Y Parvenir.  The usual English version is ‘Achieve’, 
though some today might say ‘Go for it’. 
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HILLTOP,  
THE HOUSES NEXT TO THE OLD HOUSE MUSEUM 

 
Patrick Strange & George Challenger 

	
 In 2004, 2007 and 2010, the owners of the four dwellings into 
which this building is divided kindly allowed us to inspect their attics 
with a view to casting light on its history, which relates to the history 
of Parsonage House (now called the Old House Museum). It was built 
as a barn and later converted to dwellings. 
 Figure 1 is a plan showing the L – shaped building, which consists 
of a north – south part with a wing running east from it and ending 
close to Cunningham Place roadway with the property now called 
Cartwheels. The present house numbers are used except that a number 
3 is added. We assume that number 3 was amalgamated with number 
1 at some time after 1911 but before then the front and only door to 
number 1 was on the north side (i.e. that was the first front door 
reached by anyone coming south up Cunningham Place). Number 2 
was extended eastwards in 1960 using Davie block walling. This 
replaced a lean-to kitchen. 
 
Physical Evidence 
 Signs of large barn doorways survive in the east and west faces of 
the north-south part and in the south face of the eastern wing. The 
stonework of some has been restored, but the original size seems clear. 
The one in the angle of the L is narrower. The now blocked breather 
holes in both wings also confirm the original function of the building. 
One breather hole in the east wing has recently been re-opened. See 
figure 1 and photographs 1, 2 and 3.            
 When we started we assumed that the north–south part was 
original and that the eastern wing was added. However, several pieces 
of evidence point to its having been built at one time.  
A  There is no join visible on the north face. 
B  The wall between dwellings 1 and 3 is thinner than the other walls 
and so is thought to have been built later as an internal wall. C.  The 
purlins and ridge of the wing rest on those of the north - south part. If 
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there had been a stout wall between dwellings 1 and 3 they would have 
been supported by it and the purlins would not have extended beyond 
it. 
D.  The northern bay (between roof trusses) of the north - south part is 
longer than the others. 
E.  The original openings are similar. 
 A lower purlin on the east side in the attic of 1 appears to have 
extended to the north wall but to have been cut away some time to 
provide a little more space in the attic bedroom. This might be 
considered to be evidence against the barn having been L – shaped 
from the start. See documentary history for other contradictory 
evidence.      
 The other main issue is when the building was converted to 
houses. We assume that that took place soon after Arkwright acquired 
the property in 1777, at the same time as the Parsonage House was 
converted to 5 dwellings for mill workers. An alternative is that the 
Gells wanted living space for servants when they enlarged the 
Parsonage House considerably in the late 16th century. However, it 
was then still the base for a farming business and barn space would 
have been needed. Servants then still slept on floors of living areas. 
 The inserted floor beams are all of softwood, suggesting an 18th 
century rather than an earlier date. If earlier, the inserted windows 
would almost certainly have had typical stone mullions. Even the 
fireplaces suggest an 18th century conversion. 
 The plan shows the position of roof trusses. Photograph 5 shows 
one of these with the wall (with a chimney) dividing dwellings 4 and 
5. Another truss is above the wall dividing dwellings 1 and 4. The 
‘ghost’ of another truss was left on the chimney stack when it was built 
against it as part of the wall between dwellings 2 and 3 (photograph 
7). This wall comes to the centre of the old barn doorway on the south 
side of the east wing. 
 There are two puzzles from physical evidence. On the north face 
are the stone sill and lintel of an upper window (see photograph 4). It 
is unlikely to have been part of the original barn as the lintel would 
have supported a roof truss and why have an upper window in a single 
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story barn? But it was presumably blocked when the wall between 
dwellings 2 and 3 was built. 
 The other puzzle is that the doorway into dwelling 3 and the 
doorway between dwellings 3 and 1 (the latter presumably made when 
they were amalgamated in the 20th century) both have chamfered 
jambs. The former would be surprising for an Arkwright conversion, 
as they were usually crudely built. Were these jambs made when the 
amalgamation took place and later covered? This seems unlikely. See 
photograph 9. 
 It was hoped that the age of the roof timbers could be ascertained 
by tree ring dating but they consist of elm which is not subject to 
dendrochronology. 
   
Historical Evidence 

The first known portrayal of the area is on the Gell map of 1709 
(DRO Gell ms. 61/32e, figure 2). It is of the parsonage land which, in 
1534, had passed from the Dean and Chapter of Lichfield to Ralph 
Gell with a requirement to build ‘on the said parsonage a competent 
dwelling house for that ground’. (DRO Gell ms. 35/113) That dwelling 
was the four southern rooms of the Parsonage House (now the Old 
House Museum). It was used by the Gells’ steward to collect tithes 
(the tenth of produce due originally to the church). Barns were needed 
to store the produce. The lines on the map where Hilltop now is do not 
seem to show a large barn but might represent agricultural sheds or 
pens.  

At the 1798 sale from Gell to Richard Arkwright the younger 
(Chatsworth House, Arkwright mss. 44-47) the building was 
apparently not used for housing but the 1799 estate map (figure 4) 
shows it L – shaped and subdivided. This suggests that it was 
subdivided into dwellings by Arkwright at the same time as he 
subdivided Parsonage House.  

Figure 3 is a sketch thought to have been made c.1720 in 
preparation for a painting. Hilltop is labelled ‘corn barn’. (The wool 
barn was on the site of Dragonfly Cottage near the top of Fly Hill and 
wooden joints found during its restoration suggest that parts of the 
cottage were built at the same period as Hilltop.) Hilltop appears to be 
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just a north - south building. Its north gable is shown as very similar 
to the north gable of the Parsonage House with no east wing. Part is 
obscured by what looks like a tree, but it is not shaded as are other 
trees in the drawing. As far as can now be told, the drawer was accurate 
with his depiction of other buildings. This is evidence that the barn 
was then just the north – south part. 
  
Occupants 
           Those surnames which occur more than once are in bold. 
 
 The lists of occupants below usually show a maximum of 5 
households but 7 seem to be recorded in the 1851 census and the plan 
of 1886 appears to show 6 dwellings with 5 tenants.  
From Laurence Knighton’s article in the 1985 Journal based on 
Brooke Taylor papers (DRO ms.162/80) Sale of property on The Hill, 
Bakewell:  
In 1860 the L- shaped building and its crofts were sold by the Rev. 
Harry Arkwright to the Duke of Devonshire as part of a larger sale. 
The tenants in 1860 were John Howard, Amy Howard, James 
Birchinall*, Isaac  Briddon and James Hibbert. The Duke of 
Devonshire sold in 1861 for £1490 to ‘Joseph Winson Chert Merchant 
of the second part and Charles Darwent Farmer of the third part’.  
A further agreement or Deed of Partition took place in 1876 between 
Joseph Winson, Yeoman; Charles Darwent, Farmer; and Thomas 
Clark, Draper. At this time the tenants appeared to be:- Jane 
Birchinall*, George Kirkham, William Bramwell, Edward  Newton,  
John Howarth. 

Subdivision of the area only took place subsequent to the sale in 1886. 
This requirement to sell was as a result of the will of Mr. Joseph 
Winson. The six lots (see figure 5) were as follows:—  

LOT 1    Cottage occupied by Mrs. Winson.  
LOT 2    Three cottages occupied by Mr. William Bramwell,              
Miss Turner and Mr. John Howarth.  
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LOT 3    Cottage occupied by Mr. William Marsden.  
LOTS 4, 5 and 6 were building plots.  

A record of the sale survives:—  
LOT 1   to Thomas Noton, Quarry Manager.  
LOT 2   withdrawn.  Later sold to Thomas Noton  
LOT 3   to Mrs. Noton  

From the censuses it is probable that the following were the heads of 
households occupying Hill Top. (I use the transcriptions and analyses 
of the 19th century censuses made by Ted Meeke.) 

1841 Isaac Fearn, William Good 

1851 (Then called part of Hill Yard)-  George Heathcote, Thomas 
Wigley, Mary Heathcote, Robert Bagshaw, Thomas Bannister, 
William Hibberd, Amy Howard. 

1861 (Then part of what was called The Hill) – Isaac Briddon, Amy 
Howard, James Burchell*, John Howarth,  

1771 – Isaac Briddon, James Hurtoff, William Winson, John 
Howarth. 

1881 (then called Parsonage Houses) – John Howarth, John Newton, 
Robert Wheeldon, William Bramwell, Ann Winson. 

1891 (Then called part of Cunningham Place) – Annie Winson, 
William Nelson, Harry Noton, Albert Dimblebee. 

1901  (Then called Top of the Hill) – Harry Noton, William Nelson, 
Fred Clark, William Rowland. 

* James Burchell’s wife in 1861 was Jane, so it is reasonable to assume that one of 
the names Birchell and Birchinall is a miss transcription. 
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1911 (Then called part of Cunningham Place) – William Nelson, John 
Wheeldon, Mary Clark. Emma Stephens, John Skarratt. 
 

At the 1901 census three of the dwellings each had 8 family 
members and in the 1911 census Hilltop was occupied by a total of 
23 members of the five families and one boarder. 
 Ernest Grant (who lived as a boy in part of Cunningham Place) 
recalled the people living in Hilltop during the war years. The first 
cottage (now Cartwheels) was occupied by two sisters and a brother 
who was a painter. Then Mrs Wheeldon and the Notons lived in the 
corner. The cottage nearest the Old House (5 Hilltop) was occupied 
by Emma Stephens (nee Carrington) who helped Ernest’s mother get 
the tenancy in Cunningham Place. 
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1.  Plan of the corn barn and east elevation. 



  

 
 

2. Extract from the 1709 Gell map showing the parsonage land and 
buildings (including the Parsonage House- now called the Old House). DRO 
Gell ms. 61/32e 
 
 

 
 

3. Extract of a sketch for a painting probably by John Eyre c. 1720 
labelling the building as a corn barn (to the right of Parsonage House and 
behind Bagshaw Hall). See ‘An Early Eighteenth – Century Landscape and 
Garden in the Peak District’ by Dr Trevor Brighton in the Journal of Garden 
History, vol. 4. no. 4.   
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 4.   1799 estate map showing Hilltop subdivided. 
 
 

 
                        5.  1860 conveyance to Cunningham. 
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6.   Plan from the 1985 journal showing the properties sold in 1886. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
Photograph 1.  

The main east elevation as seen from Cunningham Place. Note, on the right, 
the lintel of a large central barn doorway.  The positions of breather holes, 
typical of barns, can be seen on this and the south elevations. The windows 
and other doors were inserted when the building was converted into 
dwellings in the late 18th century. 
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Photograph 2.   

The west face showing signs of a large 
barn doorway opposite that in the east 
elevation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photograph 3.  The east wing with signs of large doorways. Note that the 
central doorway is blocked on the inside by a party wall with a chimney (see 
photograph 8). One of the breather holes has recently been opened up. 
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Photograph 4.    
The north elevation. Note the signs of 
an upper window half way along the 
east wing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 5. 

In the attic of dwelling 4 (with the 
roof light) looking east. On the left 
is one of the original trusses 
supporting the purlins (which 
overlap here) On the right is a 
chimney which is part of the later 
party wall with dwelling 5. 
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Photograph 6.   In the attic of dwelling 1 showing a purlin of the eastern 
wing supported by a north – south purlin. 

 

 
Photograph 7.    

The party wall in the attic of no. 2 showing the stub of an upper purlin and 
the ‘ghost’ of the collar of a former truss. The purlins and truss were removed 
when this dwelling was re-roofed. 
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Photograph 8.    The party wall of dwelling 3 (with 2) built up to the central 
doorway of the east wing, as briefly revealed in 2010.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 9.  

The doorway into dwelling 3 and the 
doorway from 3 into 1 showing 
chamfered jambs, as briefly revealed 
in 2010. 
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Photograph 10.     Recently re-opened breather holes on the north face. 
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T. R. BARKER, 
FIRST PRESIDENT OF YORKSHIRE COUNTY CRICKET CLUB 

 
Martin Howe 

 
 The driving force behind the creation of the Yorkshire County 
Cricket Club in 1863 was Michael Joseph Ellison, the duke of 
Norfolk’s agent in Sheffield and, in the words of Derek Hodgson, “the 
first of the benevolent dictators who have built Yorkshire cricket”.  
Some years before, Ellison had also played the major part in the 
creation of the Bramall Lane ground in Sheffield, opened in 1855, and 
Yorkshire’s headquarters until 1903.  It might have been expected 
therefore that Michael Ellison would have been elected President of 
the County Club on its formation on 8 January 1863, but in fact that 
honour went to Thomas Rawson Barker.  So, who was T R Barker and 
how did it come about that he, rather than Ellison, became the first 
President? 
 Thomas Rawson Barker was born in Bakewell, Derbyshire, on 9 
April 1812, the second son of John Barker, a lead merchant, and Sarah 
Gordon, daughter of William Gordon, a cotton spinner in the town.  
The Barkers were an old Derbyshire family with close connections to 
the dukes of Devonshire and Rutland and with a handsome family seat 
at Ashford Hall.  Their wealth and social connections came from 
industry, not land ownership.  The Barker family had been involved in 
the lead mining industry from early in the 18th century, the period of 
its most rapid growth, and by the middle of the nineteenth century the 
family business, now expanded by the inclusion of outside partners, 
owned a sizeable number of lead mines and smelters in the Derbyshire 
Peak District.  One of the smelters at Alport near Bakewell was 
operated by Rawson, Barker & Company, a Sheffield-based branch of 
the family firm which was engaged in lead merchanting as well as 
smelting.  It handled the local sales of the lead from all the Barker 
firm’s Derbyshire smelters. 
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Rawson Barker & Co’s lead smelter at Alport, Derbyshire, 
overlooking the River Lathkill, viewed in the 1900s 

after the works had closed.  Ruins of the smelter can still be 
discovered in the wooded slopes. 

 
 Thomas Barker was involved in the management of Rawson, 
Barker & Co at Sheffield until his death.  Among his other business 
interests, he was chairman and managing director of another Sheffield 
based firm in the lead industry, the White Lead Company, and a 
director of the Sheffield and Rotherham Bank, the Manchester, 
Sheffield and Lincoln Railway Company and the South Yorkshire 
Railway Company. 
 Thomas Barker threw himself into public life in the town.  He was 
elected to the Sheffield Borough Council for the Park Ward as a 
Liberal, and in 1848 he became the Mayor, the sixth since the Borough 
had received its Charter in 1843.  When his mayoralty was over, 
Barker served as an Alderman for several years. He was a Justice of 
the Peace, but Thomas Barker’s main contribution to public life in 
Sheffield was in the administration of the Poor Law. 
 The Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 marked the beginning of 
the provision of social care by the State.  The Act stipulated that in 
each parish, or union of parishes, all classes of poor should be placed 
under a single local authority known as the Board of Governors of the 
Poor.  General mixed workhouses became established at this time.  
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The setting up of the Ecclesall Bierlow Union, comprising the 
townships of Ecclesall, Bierlow, Nether and Upper Hallam, 
Beauchief, Dore and Totley and Norton, was the first consequence of 
this Act in Sheffield.  Thomas Barker served on the Board of 
Guardians of the Ecclesall Bierlow Union for twenty years and was 
chairman of the Board for 13 years.  Workhouses were administered 
by the Board of Guardians with the intention of making life inside less 
tolerable than outside employment.  This remit was often taken too far.  
Conditions in most of the Union’s small and scattered workhouses 
were atrocious and much criticised.  In an effort to improve matters it 
was decided during Thomas Barker’s period of office to build a new 
workhouse to house 500 inmates on a greenfield site at Nether Edge.  
The new workhouse cost £15,000 and was opened in 1844. 
 
 

 
 
The imposing entrance to the Ecclesall Bierlow workhouse at Nether Edge, 

Sheffield.  (After 1929 it became the Nether Edge Hospital.  When the 
hospital closed, the buildings were converted into apartments.) 
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 Barker’s work for the Board was marked by a banquet on 1st 
August 1865 and the presentation to him of a specially commissioned 
full length portrait which had him standing, walking-stick in hand, “in 
an easy natural attitude”.  Among the guests of honour was Michael 
Ellison.  (I have not yet been able to discover what happened to the 
portrait.) 
 It was not just because he was a prominent and well connected 
local businessman and public figure that Michael Ellison sought the 
support of Thomas Barker for his Bramall Lane and Yorkshire County 
Cricket Club ventures.  Barker also had considerable pedigree as a 
cricketer.  He batted right-handed, but was primarily a left arm, round 
arm bowler of medium pace, reputed to have “once bowled out a crack 
eleven in an hour”. 
  Sheffield had emerged as a major centre of cricket in the first half 
of the 19th century as the game spread from its rural beginnings in the 
south east to the industrial towns of the Midlands and the North.  The 
first purpose-built cricket ground in the county was opened in 1822 at 
Darnall, at the time a village outside Sheffield, soon followed by the 
New Darnall ground opened in 1824.  The popularity of cricket in the 
town was such as to justify the building of another and larger ground, 
located closer to the town centre at Hyde Park.  This ground was 
opened in 1828.  The Sheffield area boasted many strong club sides.  
Some clubs represented a district of the town or an outlying village.  
Others were formed by customers of public houses and hotels, by 
members of church congregations, employees of a workplace or 
members of a particular trade or occupation.  Prominent among them 
were such clubs as Hallam, Pitsmoor and Sheffield Wednesday.  Long 
before the formation of regular competitions and leagues, the rivalry 
between the local clubs was keen with matches often played for cash 
stakes.  Thomas Barker was a considerable force in local cricket in 
Sheffield, appearing mainly for Middlewood Hall for whom he and 
R.F. Skelton formed a formidable bowling partnership. 
 Teams from Sheffield town played matches against Nottingham 
from as early as 1771 and these matches were among the first 
representative matches in the history of the game.  Sheffield teams also 
played against visiting professional sides such as George Parr’s All-
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England XIs.  These Sheffield sides were the precursors of the 
Yorkshire county elevens.  On 2, 3, 4, and 5 September 1833, thirty 
years before the formation of the county club, a Sheffield side, calling 
itself ‘Yorkshire’, met Norfolk at Hyde Park (bad weather on the 
second and third days meant that play continued into an extra day in 
order to achieve a result) and this is regarded as the first first-class 
match played by a Yorkshire county side.  The twenty one years old 
Thomas Barker was included in the Yorkshire team alongside such 
established Sheffield players as Tom Marsden, best known for his 
exploits in single wicket matches, W.H. Woolhouse, proprietor of the 
Hyde Park ground, and James Dearman. 
 Yorkshire scored 138 in their first innings. T.R.Barker was, as the 
local newspaper put it, “one of three gentlemen players (the others 
being Mr W Lupton and Mr P.S. Johnston) who resigned their bats in 
quick succession to the skilful bowling of Fuller Pilch [for] eight 
runs.”  Barker was out for nought.  Norfolk replied with only 67.  In 
their second innings, Yorkshire scored 196, of which Marsden made 
53 and Dearman 40.  Barker was four not out at the end, having shared 
in an excellent ninth wicket stand with Dearman.  Needing a daunting 
269 runs to win, Norfolk were dismissed for 147 leaving Yorkshire 
victorious by 120 runs “to the discomfiture of the Norfolk players” in 
the words of the Sheffield Independent.  It is probable that Barker 
bowled in this match, but in 1831 the convention was to award a 
wicket to a bowler only if the batsman was bowled out, so the 
scorecard is silent on whether Barker did take the ball and, if so, if he 
took a wicket. 
 It is of passing interest to note that none of the three amateurs in 
the side were born in Sheffield.  Johnston was born in Doncaster, 
Barker in Bakewell, while Lupton came from Manchester.  It was not 
until the Yorkshire county club was officially established in 1863 that 
the convention was adopted that its players must be born within the 
county boundaries.  It was never a formal rule of the club and there 
were to be numerous exceptions down the years, notably in the case of 
Lord Hawke, but it may be significant that Cricket Archive adds to its 
entry on the match that Mr Lupton played “with the permission of the 
Norfolk team”.  It seems that even in 1831 it was expected that players 
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would be qualified to play for a side by birth or place of residence.  
Unfortunately, next to nothing is known about P.S. Johnson and W. 
Lupton, neither of whom played another match for Yorkshire. 
 
 

 
 

Scorecard of Yorkshire’s first match, September 1833. 
 

 
 Thomas Barker, on the other hand, played five more times for 
Yorkshire in first-class matches against Sussex in 1835, Norfolk again 
in 1838, Kent in 1849 (the year after he had served as mayor of 
Sheffield) and twice against Lancashire in the same year, the first of 
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cricket’s Roses matches.  All these matches were played at Hyde Park, 
Sheffield, except for the return match against Lancashire, the venue 
for which was the Botanical Gardens, Manchester.  Barker’s best 
bowling performance in these matches was 5 for 34 against Kent and 
his highest innings 37 in the Hyde Park match against Lancashire.  
Barker was the Yorkshire captain in this match, which the home side 
won by five wickets, and as a respected amateur he may have held that 
position in other matches also. 
 In addition to his matches for Yorkshire, Barker took part in three 
other first-class matches, all for Sheffield in 1848, two against 
Nottingham and one against Manchester.  His career record in first 
class cricket is 121 runs scored in 14 innings for an average of 11 with 
a highest score of 37, and 38 wickets at 7.93 with a best performance 
of 5 for 11 (for Sheffield against Nottingham).  He took five wickets 
in an innings on four occasions, a statistic which underlines his skill 
as a bowler.  Barker played in many other matches which do not have 
first-class status, mainly for Sheffield and for the Gentlemen of 
Sheffield, including in matches against the rest of Yorkshire.  His final 
recorded match was for Fifteen of Sheffield against an All-England XI 
at Hyde Park in September 1851 when he was 39 years old.  The 
visiting professionals won easily by an innings and 24 runs, with 
Barker taking 3 for 23 in All-England’s only innings. 
 Barker’s playing days had therefore ended by the time of the 
meeting on 30 January 1854 at the Adelphi Hotel in Sheffield (where 
the landlord was the well-known local cricketer Harry Sampson) when 
the first steps were taken, at Michael Ellison’s instigation, to construct 
a ground “that will be a credit to the town” on nine acres of land 
“beyond the edge of the town” which the duke of Norfolk (Ellison’s 
employer) had agreed to lease for the purpose.  Some doubts were 
expressed at the meeting about the financial aspects of the duke of 
Norfolk’s offer, including by Thomas Barker, but as the meeting 
proceeded Barker put his doubts behind him and his support for the 
proposal helped to ensure that the resolution to proceed was carried 
unanimously.  The land for the ground was close to the residence of 
the Brammall family, file manufacturers in the town, (and only half a 
mile or so from the offices of Rawson, Barker & Co. in Eyre Street) 
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and the lane to the house was to give its name to the new ground 
(though with only one “m”). The ground was opened on 30 April 1855. 
 The early years of the Sheffield United Cricket Club that had been 
formed to run Bramall Lane were plagued with financial problems and 
there is little doubt that Thomas Barker put his hand into his own 
pocket to help the committee of the club to tide over its difficulties.  
Michael Ellison took the view that the way to a more secure future 
depended on the creation of a Yorkshire county cricket club.  The first 
step to this end was the establishment of a Public Match Fund 
Committee at a meeting on 7 March 1861, again at the Adelphi Hotel 
with Michael Ellison as its President and Treasurer.  When this 
Committee also ran into financial difficulties it is likely that Thomas 
Barker again came to its assistance.  This helps to explain why Thomas 
Rawson Barker was elected as President of the Yorkshire County 
Cricket Club when finally it was formed at the celebrated meeting at 
the Adelphi Hotel on 8 January 1863.   
 The Reverend RS Holmes has some interesting observations on 
the matter: 
    “It is always stated that Mr M.J. Ellison was the first President of            
      the Yorkshire County Cricket Club as he had been of the Match   
      Committee.  Mr Barker’s name, however, appears in the minute   
      book.  Mr Wostinholm (club secretary) has suggested to me that,  
      as Mr Ellison was appointed Treasurer, he may have modestly   
      urged that Mr Barker should be nominated President (italic in the  
      original).  I cannot find, after a diligent search, that the latter ever   
      attended the meeting, nor is it anywhere recorded in the minutes    
      that the office was transferred to Mr Ellison: so that possibly the     
      latter was always president – from 1863 until his death in 1898”  
 Keith Farnworth suggests that Barker’s nomination “may have 
been Ellison’s way of thanking him for the financial and other support 
he may have given in the years of crisis”  
 That Thomas Barker was President in name only, and then only 
briefly, is further confirmed by the fact, that a few months after his 
eightieth birthday a deputation of the committee of the Yorkshire CCC 
visited Ellison at his home to present him with a cabinet of silver as “a 
mark of high appreciation of his services as president since the 
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formation of the club”.  It is surely also significant that the obituaries 
of Thomas Barker in the Sheffield newspapers make no mention of his 
having been President of the County Club. 
 As to his personal life, Thomas Barker married Frances, the 
daughter of Bartholomew Houndsfield, a Sheffield businessman, on 
20 January 1841.  The couple lived in a handsome brick-built Georgian 
house, The Edge, in Ladysmith Avenue, Sheffield, a quiet road close 
to the Nether Edge Workhouse.  The house is still there, now a multiple 
residence.  In due course the Barkers had two daughters, Agnes and 
Rose.  Thomas had a strong interest in science, especially astronomy, 
and he had an observatory built in his garden. 
 
 

  
 

Thomas Barker’s house, The Edge, on Ladysmith Avenue, Sheffield. 
 
 Thomas died suddenly in Sheffield on 26 April 1873 (the year 
generally regarded as the first of the County Championship).  He was 
buried in the family vault at Bakewell parish church. 
 Despite the prominence of his family in the Bakewell area, it has 
not been possible to locate Thomas’ final resting place with certainty.  
A stone cross, inscribed simply BARKER is located close to the wall 
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of the church in front of a number of unmarked slabs and a church 
record referring to a survey of gravestones carried on in 1906 has this:   
    “According to the survey of 1906 this structure indicated the     
      position of a vault.  Today whether the vault is still accessible is  
      unknown.  All that is visible is a somewhat floral cross adorned  
      with ivy and the monogram IHS and bearing only the name   
     ‘Barker’.”     
 It is probable that this is the vault in which Thomas Rawson Barker 
was buried. 
 

 
 

Cross marking the location in Bakewell churchyard of the 
family vault where Thomas Rawson Barker is believed to be buried. 

 
 Thomas Rawson Barker seems to have been the very model of a 
Victorian gentleman.  He was a successful businessman who gave 
much of his time to public service and to charitable causes.  
Contemporaries refer to his kindly and general disposition, “his even 
temper and never failing courtesy” and his “devoted and conscientious 
service to his fellow men”.  In the days when cricket was becoming 
established as an organised national sport, Thomas Barker was no 
mean player, sufficiently good to be included by K.S. Ranjitsinhji in a 
list of Yorkshire’s prominent amateurs of the past in his Jubilee Book 

47



  

of Cricket, published in 1897.  But his main claim to fame in the annals 
of cricket is his part in the formation of the Yorkshire County Cricket 
Club, recognised by his election as the Club’s first President. 
 
 
Bibliography 
Holmes, Rev. R.S. The History of Yorkshire Cricket, 1833-1903,  
 Archibald Constable, 1902 
Hodgson, Derek, The Official History of Yorkshire County Cricket 
 Club, Crowood Press, First Edition, 1989. 
Farnsworth, Keith,   Before and After Bramall Lane, published by the 
 author, 1988. 
Marston,C.M. A Century of Cricket at Bramall Lane 1855-1955, 
 Greenup & Thompson, 1955.  
Thomas, Peter, Yorkshire Cricketers, 1839-1939, Derek Hodgson 
 Publisher, 1973. 
Woodhouse, Anthony, A Who’s Who of Yorkshire County Cricket 
 Club, Breedon Books, 1989. 
 
I have been able to find some additional material in local sources.  
Quotations not attributed are from local newspaper reports. 
 
Note 
A shorter version of this article appeared in the Yorkshire CCC 
Yearbook, 2007. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 48



  

REX WHISTLER (1905-1944) IN DERBYSHIRE                       
AND THE MANNERS CONNECTIONS 

 
Trevor Brighton 

 
 Rex Whistler was an ingenious English artist whose reputation as 
a draughtsman, designer and painter was made in the 1930s.  He 
possessed a fertile imagination, a subtle sense of humour and he was 
a regular guest at house parties and comfortably fitted into the social 
life of the ‘bright young things’ of that era.  A birthday scroll he 
designed for Sacheverell Sitwell in 1936 indicates this intimacy; it was 
signed by ‘Osbert [Sitwell], Edith [Sitwell], Cecil Beaton, Christabel 
Aberconway [baroness], Loelia Westminister [duchess of], David 
Homes, Rex.’ 
 Sir Osbert Sitwell in his Noble Essences and Courteous 
Revelations (1950) wrote:  
     Rex Whistler!…. To those who knew him the name Rex could only        
     signify one person: a young man of great and loveable character       
     and possessed of such various talents in the arts and decoration, in      
     their sum to approach genius. 
	 Whistler could paint in oils or water colours.  He was famed for 
his murals and was excellent in painting architecture and landscapes.  
He designed posters and sets for the theatre and films.  His smaller 
works included designs for furniture, architecture, sculpture and 
ceramics as well as book illustrations, book-plates and stationery.  
Whistler was not an avant-garde artist, but drew his inspiration from 
earlier centuries.  
         This talented young man was born in 1905 and educated at 
Haleybury School.  An ancestor on his mother’s side was the great 
Regency silversmith, Paul Storr, and such artistic prowess not only 
manifested itself in Rex but also in his younger brother Lawrence who 
was an outstanding engraver on glass.  Lawrence was educated at 
Stowe and it was here, whilst visiting his brother, that Rex became 
entranced by the early 18th century landscape laid out at Stowe by Lord 
Cobham, and adorned with temples, statues and a palladian bridge. 
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 Rex went on to study at the Royal Academy, but was unhappy 
there, left and entered the Slade School at University College, London.  
Here he thrived under the watchful and admiring eye of Professor 
Henry Tonks.  Here, too, he made a friend of Stephen Tennant, a 
younger son of Lord Glenconner by which means he gained access to 
the glamorous aristocratic house parties of the day and secured 
numerous commissions. 
 In 1925, when only twenty, he was recommended by Tonks to 
decorate the dull walls of the Tate Gallery’s tearoom and restaurant.  
His murals on the theme of The Pursuit of Rare Meats is still amusing  
present day visitors to the Tate and the door to future work was open 
to Rex Whistler. 
 He won a scholarship to Rome in 1928 where he was captivated 
by the art and architecture of the Renaissance.  Returning with his 
Rome sketchbook he began to add to it drawings of Bolsover Castle 
and of Sir George Sitwell’s Italian garden at Renishaw. 
 Whistler had been drawn to Renishaw by Sir George’s talented 
literary offspring, Osbert, Edith and Sacheverel.  He designed a book-
plate for Sir George and for Osbert and was commissioned by the latter 
to design a portrait medal, a bust and illustrations for his books.  For 
Edith and Sacheverel he painted their portraits and was the first to stay 
at Weston Hall, near Towcester, when Sacheverel and his wife 
Georgia moved there in 1929. 
 Whistler was still visiting Renishaw in the 1930s and in 1932 
visited Haddon Hall which had been superbly restored by the 9th duke 
of Rutland (1886 – 1940). His contacts with the duke may have been 
made through his friendship with Stephen Tennant whose cousin, 
Kathleen Tennant, had married the duke in 1916.  In addition, Whistler 
was also a member of the social circle that revolved around the duke’s 
sister Diana Manners, the celebrated beauty and society hostess.  She 
married Alfred Duff Cooper, later 1st viscount Norwich.  Whistler 
made various decorative schemes for their homes. 
 He arrived at Haddon Hall in the early spring of 1932 at the 
invitation of the duke.  Having restored the Hall, he had begun to 
collect pictures and other items associated with it.  Thus he purchased 
sketches of the Hall made by John Constable in 1801 and acquired the 
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earliest known painting of the Hall and park (1743) by François 
Vivares.  He now wanted a contemporary view and looked to Whistler 
to provide it. 
 No doubt Whistler was intrigued by distant views sketched by 
Constable and especially by the viewpoint in the Vivares painting.  
Among the duke’s collections was a fragment of an early, unidentified 
landscape painted on a wooden panel.  It depicted the branches of a 
dead tree beside part of a thatched shelter on wooden uprights.  In a 
letter to his mother Whistler described it as a ‘bit of a summer-house 
and some branches; that is all that remains of the original painting. It 
is going to be glued to the big panel before I begin. But I have also 
copied it a little smaller on my little panel to scale’. 
 In the same letter, as was his habit, he included another small 
sketch of himself at his easel in the central bay of the long gallery, 
telling his mother, ‘It makes a see-well studio as the window is one of 
those great old mullioned ones and the room is out of the way of the 
household traffic – just off the little room from which goes the stone 
steps into the garden, which Miss D. Vernon eloped down’. 
 Whistler was meticulous in his preparation out of doors and made 
two preliminary paintings, particularly to ensure the accuracy of the 
architectural detail.  Both of these hang in the Hall. After walking the 
surrounding hills on the south of the Hall he again recounted in his 
letter to his mother, ‘I sat on the hillside and did a painting of the scene 
on Sunday afternoon, so all the outdoor work is already done and this 
morning I walked about with a notebook and pencil and drew certain 
bits of the house in detail and the bridges which were indistinct or 
hidden by trees from a distance. Now I can start on the small panel and 
hope to have it done in a few days.  This afternoon I finished the 
imitation of the original strip of painting for my panel so shall be ready 
to begin the rest tomorrow morning’. 
 His vantage point was not that of Smith and Vivares, but was 
nearer to Bakewell on the higher ground of the old park above the A6.  
From here he could capture the limestone outcrop on which the Hall 
stands and the buttressed garden with the famous steps from the old 
bowling green. 
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 He used some license with the foreground by rearranging the 
riverside trees to reveal the old stables, the carriage bridge and the 
fishing bridge. The immediate foreground was furnished with a stand 
of trees to balance the cleverly constructed prospect house on the right 
where the 9th duke and his son, the marquess of Granby, look down on 
the scene.  Their gundogs, not horses as in Vivares’ view, sit beside 
them.  It is a picture recording the duke’s achievement in saving 
Haddon Hall and his intention to hand on to his son this remarkable 
place. 
 However, before the picture was completed Whistler lost his 
enthusiasm.  Normally he worked quickly and with precision.  He 
failed to inform the duke of his frustration, but eventually wrote  
apologetically, ‘To be frank, after the first excitement of beginning on 
the panel, I found it a bit tedious and disheartening until now, in the 
last few days, it has been very exciting and enjoyable’.  In a postscript 
to his letter he enclosed two small pen sketches and a note about his 
anxiety – ‘I found that on this much greater scale that the cloudless, 
empty treatment of the sky didn’t fill the space sufficiently, so I have 
put in a composition of large clouds, not very suitable, but that help to 
connect one side of the picture with the other.  I hope you will 
approve.’  The duke did approve.  The picture was an ingenious 
success and was placed over a fireplace in the long gallery where 
Whistler had painted it.   

 The duke requested a 
miniature sketch of the Hall 
suitable for reproduction as a 
small stamp to be fixed on his 
notepaper.  Whistler obliged but 
it is uncertain whether this 
scheme was adopted.  
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 Whistler continued in favour with the Manners family, staying at 
Haddon or Belvoir.  He sketched a portrait of the young marquess in 
1933 and was again at Belvoir as late as 1936. In a letter from there to 
his mother he included a coloured sketch of his bedroom-study adding, 
‘Here is a scribble of my room, where I am now writing at the desk’. 
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On such visits he would meet other members of the Manners family 
including the duke’s sister, Lady Marjorie Manners, who had married 
Charles Paget, sixth marquess of Anglesey.  Their seat was at Plas 
Newydd on the island. The marchioness admired the work Whistler 
had done for her sister, Diana, and now she and her husband were 
impressed by his work at Haddon.  Whistler was invited to Plas 
Newydd at Easter 1936. 
        The marquess had an ambitious decorative scheme in mind, 
having converted some servants’ quarters into a large formal dining 
room.  Its windows on the east side had a superb view across the Menai 
Straits to Snowdonia.  However, guests at dinner who sat with their 
backs to this amazing panorama looked at a blank wall.  Whistler was 
asked to produce a mural prospect that would entrance the guests and 
provide endless talking points. 
 The artist sketched a panorama that delighted the marquess and 
his wife.  It was a vast seascape including a harbour with ships, a port 
and islands with romantic classical buildings, all set between mountain 
ranges to the left and right.  To achieve this amazing spectacle, whose 
ingenious perspective brought it to a quayside seemingly just outside 
the dining room, Whistler chose not to paint directly on to the plaster 
of the room.  Instead he painted in oils on a 50 foot seamless length of 
canvas especially woven in France. 
 The finished effect of shimmering light and an almost 
Mediterranean atmosphere is quite magical.  Those dining at the table 
felt they were part of the scene.  Among the gentle, humorous ideas 
Whistler worked in the painting is the suggestion that Neptune has 
entered the room to join the diners; his crown and trident are placed 
on the left hand plinth of the quay and his wet footprint points in 
direction of the dining table. 
 Whistler emblazoned the two plinths on the quay with the arms of 
Paget for the marquess on the left and those of Manners for the 
marchioness on the right.  The whole effect was a tour de force and is 
widely regarded today as the artist’s finest achievement. 
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The great seascape in the Dining Room at 
Plas Newydd 
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Detail.  The Manners arm of the marchioness on the quayside plinth. 
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 Whistler, a bachelor, had fallen in love with Lady Caroline Paget 
of whom he painted a number of portraits which are in the exhibition 
of Whistler’s work arranged by the National Trust at Plas Newydd. 
 On the outbreak of the Second World War in 1939 it was thought 
Whistler would have become an official war artist.   Instead he took a 
commission in the Welsh Guards.  As a tank commander he was 
tragically killed on his first day of action in the D Day landings.  He 
was 39 years old.   In the words of Stephen Calloway, ‘his reputation 
as a tragic genius and quintessential icon of the inter-war years was 
secured’.  
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CANON JAMES WILLIAM BROWNE 1863 - 1925 
 

Contributed by Colin Brown 
Introduction by Trevor Brighton 

 
 In this Society’s book Bakewell, the ancient capital of the Peak 
(2005) the revival of Roman Catholicism in and around Bakewell in 
the 19th century (pp53-54 and 63) was briefly dealt with.  Catholic 
numbers increased generally in England following the defeat of 
Charles Edward Stuart at Culloden in 1746.  Increasing toleration led 
to the Catholic Emancipation Act of 1829. 
 In Bakewell and the surrounding area catholics enjoyed the 
tutelage of the Eyre family of Hassop Hall.  Francis Eyre, who became 
6th earl of Newburgh in 1814, erected a graeco-etruscan style church 
at Hassop dedicated to All Saints.  Bakewell catholics walked or rode 
the two miles to celebrate mass.  Alternatively, they could congregate 
in a room over the stables of the Rutland Arms Hotel.   
 The need grew for a chapel in the town and in 1890 a plot in 
Granby Road, opposite the police station, was leased from the duke of 
Rutland.  The catholic diocese of Nottingham provided funds to erect 
a chapel and these were supplemented by contributions from the other 
denominations in the town.  A corrugated iron building was erected 
which was referred to, with humour and affection, as the ‘iron church’, 
tin tabernacle’ and ‘tin tent’. 
 Unfortunately, our Society’s photographic collection does not 
possess a photograph of either the exterior or the inside of this 
building.  Does anyone know if any such images survive? 
 A small congregation supported this chapel dedicated to the 
English Martyrs.  Lesley Wright tells me that the marchioness of 
Hartington (Kathleen Kennedy) worshipped here. 
 The leased plot on which the chapel stood came up for auction in 
1922 when the duke of Rutland sold his Bakewell property to offset 
death duties. 
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Rev. Canon James William Browne 
1863 - 1925 

 
 
 



  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Entry in the duke of Rutland’s sale catalogue  

for the auction of the Granby Road site  
and the demolition of the iron chapel. 

 
 Exactly when the chapel was demolished is not clear and catholic 
worshippers continued to use All Saints church at Hassop.   
In 1948 the former congregational chapel on Buxton Road was bought 
and reconsecrated to the English Martyrs. 
 Against this background can be set the story of a remarkable 
parish priest who was the great uncle of Colin Brown the present 
contributor.  He found the undated and unattributable printed obituary 
(transcribed below) in Derby Local Studies Library. [T.B.] 
 

Sportsman Priest 
Severe Loss to Roman Catholicism at Derby. 

After a long and distressing illness, patiently and bravely borne, Canon 
James W. Browne, of St. Joseph’s Church, Derby, passed away early 
on Saturday morning, at the age of 62 years.  By his death Roman 
Catholicism and the general public of the town and district have 
sustained a severe loss, and the memory of him will remain dear to all 
who had the pleasure of his acquaintance.  As recently as Sunday 
March 15th, he battled heroically against his illness, and, although 
totally unfit, he insisted on leaving his bed to preach at the evening 
service, a special occasion in connection with a Catholic society.  His 
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hearers realised only too well how true were the words he spoke when 
he hinted that the end was near at hand and that it was probably his 
last appearance at the altar that evening.  His illness extended over a 
period of two years, and when weakness overcame him he still insisted 
on conducting mass, although it became necessary for him to preach 
from a chair at the altar rails.  This was just one of the many instances 
of his indomitable spirit and willpower. 
 Born at Melton Mowbray in January 1863, Canon Browne spent 
his early days in Leicestershire and Lincolnshire.  For two years he 
was at the Ratcliffe College, and subsequently proceeded to the 
English College at Lisbon and thence to Rome.  Owing to ill-health he 
returned to England going to St Mary’s, Oscott.  At the latter place he 
received the Sub Diaconate and Diaconate and was ordained at 
Nottingham in January 1886 by Bishop Bagshawe.  He officiated at 
the Cathedral until 1889, and taught at the diocesan seminary.  In 1889 
he was appointed rector of All Saints’, Hassop with Bakewell, 
remaining there until 1896 when he was appointed parish priest of St. 
Joseph’s Church, Derby. 

 
His work at Bakewell 

 Father Browne, as he continued to be affectionately known by his 
old parishioners in the Peak District, went to Hassop at the age of 26 
from St. Barnabas’s Cathedral, Nottingham, where he was a curate 
under the late Bishop Bagshaw, by whom he was ordained.  Hassop 
was Canon Browne’s first mission.  When he went to the district the 
Canon was faced with a big responsibility.  In those days Catholic 
services at Bakewell were carried on in a loft over the stables at the 
Rutland Arms Hotel, there being no other place available at the time.  
Prior to this, Bakewell Catholics were obliged to walk a distance of 
three miles in order to attend services at All Saints’ Church, Hassop.  
Canon Browne immediately set to work and organised a fund towards 
the erection of a Catholic Church in Bakewell.  He obtained a site on 
Granby Road and by sheer hardwork and an indomitable spirit he 
raised many hundreds of pounds by public subscription for the object 
which was very dear to his heart.  By his genial and kindly manner and 
great love of sport Father Browne endeared himself to the people 
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irrespective of creed in the Bakewell district where he soon made a 
host of friends.  Bakewell people of all religious denominations gave 
a helping hand to the young priest and subscribed liberally to the funds 
of the English Martyrs’ church, the erection of which was the outcome 
of his efforts.  The duke of Norfolk and many other notable people 
responded to Father Browne’s appeal at the time, and sent either 
donations or various articles for the interior of the church.  The 
opening ceremony was performed by the late Bishop Bagshawe nearly 
thirty years ago.  The Canon was an eloquent preacher, and invariably 
on Sunday evenings a large number of non-Catholics were attracted to 
the English Martyrs’ church.  During his ministry the Canon instructed 
and received many people into the Catholic church. 
 He was never so happy as when visiting the little school at Hassop 
and giving religious instruction to the children, whom he loved.  Here 
his sister introduced cookery classes, being the first teacher of the 
subject in Derbyshire.  The children were his especial favourites.  
Many can recall their childhood days and look back with pleasure to 
the presence of Father Browne in the little schoolroom.  He had a 
kindly word for everyone.  The children were in tears when, before 
leaving for Derby, Father Browne said ‘Goodbye‘ to them in the little 
schoolroom, and on that occasion they made him a presentation.  
When he made the announcement at Hassop and Bakewell churches 
that he was asked by the Bishop to go to Derby to work up St Joseph’s 
mission and that he had accepted, the parishioners were filled with 
regret.  He was presented by his congregations of Hassop and 
Bakewell, together with many of his non-catholic friends in the town 
and district, with a beautiful marble clock, suitably inscribed, together 
with a purse of gold.  He left the district with the good wishes of the 
whole community. 
 The Canon was appointed Guardian and Rural District Councillor 
for the parishes of Hassop and Rowland in 1893 and during the three 
years he served on these Bakewell authorities he was very popular 
with his colleagues.  He was a member of the House Committee and 
chairman up to the time he left for Derby.  He was keenly interested 
in sport and was a member of the Bakewell Cricket Club and captain 
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for some time.  He was also a member of the Bakewell Conservative 
Club and a keen billiard player. 
 In April 1896 he came to St. Joseph’s Derby, to superintend the 
building of the new church and the new schools in Cromwell Road and 
in 1900 he was appointed ‘Canon Theologian’ of the diocese. He 
became popular the moment he commenced his labours in Derby and 
in a very short time he had endeared himself to a wide circle of friends.  
The foundation stone of St. Joseph’s Church was laid eight days after 
his arrival in town, and the next great undertaking was the erection of 
the new schools in Cromwell Road, necessitated by the Board of 
Education. This was in 1908 and 12 years later the growing 
congregation in the Normanton district was provided with a fitting 
place of worship.  Into all three enterprises Canon Browne threw 
himself untiringly and receiving wholehearted support and 
encouragement from his people.  He surmounted the financial 
difficulties with which they were attended.  No one could possibly 
have more at heart the welfare and happiness of their fellow-beings 
than had Canon Browne and great as was his work for the church, he 
devoted much of what otherwise would have been leisure time to 
public life for the benefit of the people among whom he lived.  In 
commemoration of his silver jubilee as a priest in 1910, he was 
presented with a cheque, a silver chalice and an illuminated address 
subscribed for not only by those of his own faith but by a large number 
of non-Catholic admirers and friends. 

 
Public work 

 As at Bakewell, he also participated in the administration of the 
poor law at Derby and each Board recognised his peculiar 
qualifications by choosing him as chairman of the House Committee.  
He first secured election to the Derby Board in 1902 as a representative 
of the Pear Tree Ward and except for a brief interval in 1919, when he 
lost his seat to a Labour candidate and gained another six months later, 
he retained his membership up to his death.  He was keenly interested 
in the work and his sympathetic insight into human nature enabled him 
to carry out the work of Guardian of the Poor with the utmost 
efficiency.  For many years he was a Liversage Charity Trustee and 
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among other public duties he was a member of the Guild of Help, the 
Distress committee and chairman of the Belgian Refugee Committee 
which cared for over 50 people during the early part of the war. 
 
 
 

 
 
Award to Canon Browne of the medal of King Albert for his work in Derby 

with Belgian refugees during the First World War 
 

A Lover of Sport 
 Canon Browne was an ardent supporter of cricket and football. He 
learned to play cricket at college and after leaving he returned 
regularly year after year for a considerable period to take part in the 
Old Boys’ match.  The Derbyshire County Cricket Club had his hearty 
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support.  He was a member of the committee and was a familiar figure 
at most of the home matches.  He was likewise a keen supporter of 
football and held the long service medal of the Derbyshire Football 
Association.  As president and committee chairman of the Derby 
Sunday Schools League since its inception in 1905 his services were 
greatly valued. 
 

A Dying Request 
 Monseigneur Baigent said they were assembled as one family, 
mourning not merely a parochial, but a diocesan loss.  On the last 
occasion on which he was privileged to visit their dead brother, Canon 
Browne said to him “You laid hands on me at my ordination.  Now 
complete the work by saying a few words at my funeral”.  He took that 
dying wish as a command from a friend.  The rev. gentleman went on 
to say that Canon Browne was born at Corby in Lincolnshire and was 
ordained at Nottingham in 1886.  He came to St. Joseph’s in 1896.  In 
1897 he built that church; in 1906 the new parochial schools and in 
1920 the memorial church at Normanton.  Canon Browne’s priestly 
life of 40 years was a period of strenuous activities and work for God 
and work for the souls committed to his charge.  There were also his 
public and civic duties which further occupied his time and energy and 
yet he did not shirk them.  His activities never seem to flag and in the 
just balances of a good God surely those things must weight to his 
credit.  He had his trials and disappointments, but in his case they 
seemed to exist only to be overcome.  Knowing so long before the end 
that he had contracted a disease which could only end in death, 
suffering during all those years, never having a moment of comfort – 
surely that was cross enough to bear. 
 Monseigneur Baigent also spoke of Canon Browne’s interest in 
sport, saying he possessed a keen relish for the manly and healthy 
sports belonging to his age and position and encouraged them in 
others. 
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1779    A BAD YEAR IN BAKEWELL 
 

Peter Barker 
 
 Between the years 1750 and 1800 on only four occasions was the 
number of deaths greater than the number of baptisms recorded for 
Bakewell township*.  On these infrequent occurrences of natural 
population change being negative, the determining factor was a sudden 
increase in deaths rather than a change in the birth rate.  The annual 
number of births was determined by slowly changing factors such as 
age at marriage, improvements in midwifery and, much later, 
contraception. By contrast the annual number of deaths could be 
influenced by sudden, short-term factors most notably by war or 
epidemic disease. 
 In 1779 there were 56 deaths recorded for Bakewell township.  To 
see how this compares with a ‘normal expectation’ at this period the 
average number of deaths for 1769-1778 and the decade 1780-1789 is 
calculated from the parish records.  
 

Table 1. 
 

Decade No. of Deaths 
1769 - 1778 Average 22.5 p.a. 

1779 56.0 
1780 - 1789 Average 26.0 p.a. 

 
The higher figure of 26 deaths compared to the average of 22.5 for the 
earlier decade is largely, if not completely, explained by population 
growth over the period.  Everything being equal we would expect more 
deaths in a larger population.  Table 1 indicates that 1779 was a 
dramatically bad year for Bakewell town. 
 
*The township was much smaller than Bakewell parish.  The former was the ‘inner core’ of the present 
town,  North and South Church Street, Bridge Street, Matlock Street, Mill Street (Buxton Road) and the 
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former New Street.  The parish of Bakewell included 14 townships and 9 chapelries and extended from 
Buxton in the north and Beeley and Rowsley in the south. 
 
Table 2 presents the estimates of the death rate per 1,000 of the 
population and indicates more than a doubling compared to a ‘normal 
expectation’ as indicated by the comparison years of 1768 and 1790. 
                                                  
    Table 2.   
   

 Death Rate per ‘000 
1768 24.1 
1779 56.1 
1790 25.2 

 
  
 By identifying the victims and establishing both their baptismal 
dates and date of death from the parish records, it is possible to 
calculate their age at death.  Also, by looking at the date of death, one 
can also get an idea of the distribution of deaths according to season.  
Even allowing that in normal years infant mortality was high, around 
20-25% of births, the toll of child deaths in 1779 was dramatic. 
 Table 3 records the results of the exercise described above.  Of 
the 56 identified victims, at least 42 were under the age of 15, and 37 
were infants.  The only contemporary evidence which casts light upon 
the cause of such carnage is a statement in White Watson’s diary 
noting that people complained of rashes and sore throats and attributed 
illnesses to the cotton mill which had opened in 1778. 
Table 3 also records the total number of deaths in the township by 
month of burial.  Almost always burial followed within a day or two 
of death, so the pattern shows the seasonality of deaths. 
 
Fig. 1 records this seasonality in graph form. 
 

 
 

        

69



  

 
 
            Fig. 1     Mortality in Bakewell by month 1779 
 
 
Table 3.           Bakewell town folk who died in 1779 

 
Jos Buxton Widower 24.1.79 
Edward Heathcote “        “ 26.1.79 
Jane Pheasey 11 years 3.2.79 
Michael Noton 6 month 2.3.79 
Mary Berrisford 47 yrs 5.4.79 
Ann Waterhouse Senior, 34 yrs 9.5.79 
Geo Bradbury 2½ yrs 13.5.79 
Richard Chapman (G) 2 months, vicar’s son 6.6.79 
? Hancock Widow 29.6.79 
Eliz. Hudson 3 yrs 2.7.79 
Sarah Ragg 22 months 14.7.79 
Joseph Waterhouse 6 months 1.8.79 
John Forest (S) Probably 4½ yrs 13.8.79 
Hannah Forest (S) 2½ 20.8.79 
Lydia Winchester (S) (G) 3 yrs 26.8.79 
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Favinia Mawl A child visiting with parents 
– family of Derby 

31.8.79 

Jane Punchaby 18 mths 5.9.79 
John Wheeldon 16 mths 5.9.79 
Edward Pheasey 5½ yrs 8.9.79 
Phyllis Bridgfoot Elderly pauper 12.9.79 
Robert Wheeldon 3¾ yrs 12.9.79 
Mary Sutton 11 mths 13.9.79 
Francis Winchester (S)(G) 2 weeks 13.9.79 
John Hardy Howsley 1¾ yrs (spurious) 17.9.79 
Mary Punchaby (S) 1¾ yrs 21.9.79 
Sarah Heathcote Married, adult 28.9.79 
Rebecca Renshaw (G)(S) 11 years 2.10.79 
Thomas Carson 7 mths 5.10.79 
Ann Punchaby 30 yrs 10.10.79 
Ann Hammerton 4 yrs 13.10.79 
Robert Evans 1 day 18.10.79 
Hellen Smith  3 years 21.10.79 
Ann Botham 8 months 23.10.79 
Mary Barker (G) 5 years 26.10.79 
Bridget Roe (S) 3 yrs 10 mths 31.10.79 
Joseph Townsend 5 yrs 6 mths 3.11.79 
William Rawson 6 yrs 3.11.79 
Jonathan Sellors 17 mths 4.11.79 
Lydia Roe (S) 8 yrs 6.11.79 
Ann Brunt 8 mths 7.11.79 
Joseph Renshaw (G)(S) 24 yrs 8.11.79 
Sarah Boam 8 yrs 6 mths 11.11.79 
Ruth Roe (S) 10 days 11.11.79 
Benjamin Dickinson Apprentice, young man 13.11.79 
Ann Roe (S) 23 mths 19.11.79 
Samuel Bradbury 17 mths 21.11.79 
Elizabeth Holmes (G) 4 yrs 2 mths 21.11.79 
Rachel Fogg 5 yrs 9mths 24.11.79 
Ann Chrichlow 14 yrs 26.11.79 
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Sarah Bateman 5 yrs 8mths 27.11.79 
Mary Bown 1 day 27.11.79 
John Hibbert Child,unknown age  27.11.79 
John Roberts 2½ yrs 1.12.79 
Mary Flint Prob. adult 9.12.79 
William Foster 77 yrs 17.12.79 
Ann Hall 3 yrs 29.12.79 

 
 
 
Some thoughts on the mortality. 
 
I have no medical training, but the following points occur to me. 
 
1.  The cotton mill, which opened in 1778, was water-powered and it 
seems unlikely that air pollution or cotton dust would have had such a 
devastating effect by 1779.  Moreover, the number of deaths returned 
to its normal level after 1779 when the mill still operated. 
 
2.  The list of the victims shows that most were too young to work.  
There are very few cases of children under eight being employed as 
evidenced by the wages books of the mill. 
 
3.  The cause of the mortality hit all social classes.  Those victims 
marked ‘G’ were the children of parish gentry.  Lydia Winchester was 
the daughter of Humphrey, a lead trader and sometime resident of 
Holme Hall.  The Renshaw and Holmes children were of major 
farming families and Barkers were stewards to the duke of Rutland. 
 
4.  The death list is weighted towards very young children and several 
pairs of siblings of young age (marked ‘S’) were victims.  This perhaps 
suggests an air-borne childhood infectious disease.  Many houses of 
the time would have been damp, poorly ventilated and cramped, with 
family members in close proximity to each other. 
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5.  Water supply was from a dozen or so diversely located wells.  It 
seems unlikely that they would be contaminated simultaneously 
leading to deaths from a water-related disease such as dysentery or 
diarrhoea. 
6.  The temporal distribution of burials strongly suggests an autumnal 
epidemic reaching a peak in November and then reverting to 
‘normality’. 
 
7.  The disease was regional as opposed to purely local.  Adjacent 
townships, especially those to the south, recorded an increase in 
mortality. 
 
8.  There is nothing in the record to suggest smallpox. 
 
 
The Cause of the Mortality 
 
 A local medical opinion (2012) indicated that Watson’s brief 
description of the symptoms – sore throats and rashes – is insufficient 
to identify the illness with certainty.  The impact on young children 
and the description of the symptoms would perhaps point to measles 
or scarlet fever.  Both of these diseases were major child killers in the 
18th century.   
 In the modern era the mortality of childhood infectious disease 
has fallen markedly, at least in developed countries.  When Britain was 
a developing country childhood disease was much more in evidence.  
Figures for Manchester for the slightly earlier period of 1768-1774 
indicate that measles was responsible for about 3.5% of all deaths, but 
9% of infant deaths.  On average at this period smallpox was 
responsible for 15-20% of all deaths, but around 40% of all deaths  of 
children under 2 years. 
(Data presented in Creighton, Chas. The History of Epidemics in Britain. 
1891 Cambridge University Press) 
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A Note on the Estimates of Death Rate per 1000 of population 
 
 Calculation of Death Rate requires reliable figures for the number 
of deaths in a year and the population in that same year.  The number 
of deaths each year is available from the parish records.  Population 
figures are more problematic.  1779 is more than 20 years before the 
first census.  However, we do have figures for Bakewell’s population 
thanks to contemporary head counts reported by White Watson.  He 
reported the population in 1768 to be 830 persons and in 1790 to be 
1350.  These figures are credible and have been used for my 
calculations. 
 The unknown population for the terrible year of 1779 is estimated 
as follows: 
 Population in 1790        1,350 
 Population in 1768               830 
 Population change over 22 years       +520 
 
Over the period 1768 to 1790 the natural change, i.e. births minus 
deaths, was 327 as reported in the parish record. 
 
So net immigration over the 22 year period was :- 
 Population change                                             520        
 minus natural change (births minus deaths)      327 
                             = net immigration                           193 
 

If we assume that two thirds of these migrants were attracted by the 
newly opened mill in 1778 (see note below), then one-third, or about 
65 persons, arrived in the period 1768 to 1778.  So the estimated 
population for our year of 1779 is:- 
 
Watsons headcount   +  estimated immigrants  +  natural increase 
      of 1768                         1768 – 1778                    1768 – 1778 
 

          830                                 65                                 138* 
                           = population in 1779    was   1033 
 
It is this figure which is used for calculation of the 1779 death rate. 
 
*recorded in the parish record. 
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This figure credibly compares with the 1801 census figure of 1412.   
 
 From 1793 onwards the attractant power of the mill was reducing 
as business declined, not least due to trade embargos occasioned by 
the Napoleonic wars. 
 
Note:  Assigning only one third of the migration into Bakewell before 
1778 is arbitrary, but before 1778 employment opportunities were 
limited and the Settlement Laws strongly discouraged poor people 
coming into the town.  Those who were allowed to stay satisfied 
property qualifications or they had managed to obtain labour contracts 
for a period in excess of one year. The estimate of 65 immigrants 
arriving prior to the 1779 epidemic would have to be very inaccurate 
to disturb the conclusion that the death rate doubled in Bakewell’s 
worst recorded year. 
 
 

 
 

Inscription on the left hand half of the grave reads   
 In the memory of Hellen   

Daughter of John & Hellen Smith  
who was interred Octbr 27th 1779  Aged 3 Years. 
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BAKEWELL 90 YEARS AGO 
 

     Trevor Brighton 
 
 Lillias Bendell, one of our members, has sent this postcard of 
Bakewell.  It is a typical greetings card comprising of five views of the 
town.  Today, we seldom send such cards.  Who nowadays would be 
interested in receiving such images? As a nation we have ceased to 
correspond in writing, preferring to use the mobile phone and to text 
one another.  We can record the images of places and people by means 
of the mobile phone and the digital camera. Some might look at these 
five postcard images and think Bakewell, in its streets and architecture, 
has barely changed in a century.  But look more closely.   
 
1.  The first photograph shows Stewart’s Clothing Hall, a four-
storeyed, three gabled emporium with interesting fenestration.  It was 
probably erected at the end of the 17th century and may have housed 
mercers’ shops or a mercers’ hall.  Sadly it was demolished in 1936 
and replaced by Orme’s grocery which was said to be a replica.  The 
war memorial in the foreground was erected in 1920 which allows this 
postcard to be dated between then and its postmark of 1923. 
  
2.  The town bridge of indeterminate mediaeval date shows traces on 
the ground of the most common mode of transport at this time – horses.  
The motor cycle and sidecar coming into town are a sign of the new 
type of horsepower about to take over.  
 
3. Looking from The Square along Bridge Street the scene has changed 
little since the old Post Office, in the centre of the picture, was built in 
1894.  Motor cars park in The Square and pedestrians and a cyclist 
move through it at a more leisurely pace than we do today.  There is 
no bus stop beside the bank and the stout cast-iron railings enclosing 
Bath Gardens were taken away for the war effort after 1939, leaving a 
small section today outside the bank. Notice, too, the town’s gas 
lighting on the pavement lamp post.   
 

77



  

4. And so to the town bridge itself.  What a tidy scene! – neat footpaths, 
no traffic on the bridge, no food-bearing tourists and no wildfowl on 
the river.  The dark gritstone slabs along the parapet were erected at 
the widening of the bridge in 1828 or soon after.  
 
5.  The central view of the church and the town from Grant’s field is 
too hazy and dreamlike to allow comments on detail unless it is to 
notice the foundations of a barn or sheep fold, now gone, in the 
foreground. 
 
 The card is a Dania Real Photo published by the Doncaster 
Retophoto Co. Ltd. and is postmarked 1923.   [T.B.] 
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THE HAMILTON FAMILY IN BAKEWELL &  
ARNOLD HAMILTON’S SERVICE IN THE FIRST WORLD 

WAR & THE SUBSEQUENT SETTLEMENT  
OF SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN 

 
George Challenger 

 
 Miss Sheila Hamilton sent some items for the museum and also 
some of the history of her family in Bakewell. One is a photograph of 
her grandmother, Selina, at her corner shop in 1934.  It was at the end 
of the terrace of houses on the eastern side of New Street, built by 
Arkwright for his millworkers, but demolished in the 1950s. The shop 
stood near what is now the corner of the Castle Inn car park. Sheila 
remembers that poor people on the way to the workhouse (now 
Newholme Hospital) to get a bed for the night would ask Selina to 
keep treasures overnight in case the workhouse staff confiscated them. 
 Her father, Arnold, was born in 1900. He joined the army when 
under 16 by giving an older age, was sent to France, became a Bugle 
Boy, but was sent home because of his age. He eventually went 
overseas again and was in the Battle of the Somme and Ypres. After 
the war he returned to Bakewell and married Elsie Bloomer.  His father 
in law, George Bloomer, made Bakewell puddings (from the original 
recipe given by the cook at the Rutland Arms) behind what is now the 
Bakewell Tart Shop. Arnold later became a builder in partnership with 
Charles Bradbury and the family lived in Park View, Wye Bank, one 
of the houses they built. He later bought a farm, Higher Plumpton, in 
Barmoor Clough near Dove Holes. On his retirement he went to live 
with Sheila at Alfriston, Sussex.  
 He was a great sportsman: a middleweight boxer in the Army and 
a goalkeeper for football clubs back home. One of the photographs 
sent was of him with the Youlgrave Football Team in 1926/7. 
 One of the items sent is a first prize certificate of 1905 presented 
to Sheila’s grandmother, named as Mrs John Hamilton, by the 
Bakewell and District Industrial and Chrysanthemum Society. Others 
are invitations to Mr J. Hamilton and Mrs Hamilton to the coronation 
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celebrations in Bakewell, including dinner at the Town Hall, on 12th 
May 1937. 
 Other items given by Miss Hamilton relate to Private Hamilton’s 
involvement in an interesting episode of post-war history. He is in a 
photograph of the 1st Battalion, Sherwood Foresters, at Flensborg, 
Schlesvig, in 1920. The following paragraph is from Wikipedia.  
    ‘The Treaty of Vienna had caused Denmark's cession of the   
     Duchies of Schleswig and Holstein to Prussia. The Peace of Prague  
     in 1866 confirmed the cession but promised a plebiscite to decide  
     whether North Schleswig wished to return to Danish rule. This  
     provision was unilaterally set aside by a resolution of Prussia and  
     Austria in 1878.’ 
 The plebiscite was eventually held after the First World War and 
North Schleswig (or South Jutland) voted to re-join Denmark. French 
and British forces occupied it to keep order.   
 Denmark hosted a lunch in the Danish Houses of Parliament on 
17th June 1920 in honour of the occupation forces. Four leading 
members of Parliament expressed their gratitude in speeches which 
are recorded in the papers. It was followed by a march, supper and 
garden party and a football match the following day followed by 
another lunch, supper and entertainment.  
 An album of photographs shows English and French forces at a 
reception in Copenhagen, the International Commission arriving at 
Flensborg, troops landing at Morvig nearby and going to other towns 
and the site of the 1864 battle between Prussia and Denmark. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

80



  

 
 

Arnold Hamilton as a private in the Sherwood Foresters 
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BAKEWELL’S MARTIN LUTHER’ !! 
 

     The following manuscript verses were recently donated to the 
museum.  Copied in ink on both sides of a lined foolscap sheet it is 
undated and anonymous.  The person who transcribed it signs and 
dates the document in pencil at the top of the first side – J. T. Needham 
1896.  We are told that these witty verses were penned ‘more than 70 
years ago’, which could have been in the early years of the nineteenth 
century. 
     Nailing information on church doors was not a common practice, 
not least because the bulk of the congregation was unable to read, to 
say nothing of the Church’s hostility to such actions.  In the Saxon 
town of Wittenburg in 1517 the most famous act of this kind in history 
took place.  An Augustinian monk named Martin Luther, of the town’s 
university, nailed his 95 theses to the door of All Saints church in 
Wittenburg on All Saints Eve.  He was attacking various practices and 
beliefs in the Roman Catholic church and, in particular, Pope Sixtus 
IV’s promotion of the sale of indulgences (the forgiveness of 
committed sins) in order to raise money for the completion of St 
Peter’s basilica in Rome.  Luther’s bold attack marked the beginning 
of the Reformation in Germany and Europe. 
     Here in Bakewell, some 300 years later, an unknown dissident 
nailed ten doggerel verses on the door of All Saints church.  Perhaps 
he was inspired by Luther and chose All Saints Eve to follow his 
example.  Unlike Brother Martin he chose not to identify himself; 
instead he utters his grievances as the vicar’s own self-confession of 
avarice. Which vicar he was lampooning is unclear, but he clearly 
deplored his popish High Church Anglicanism with its expensive 
liturgy of candles and vestments.  Moreover, he criticised the vicar’s 
secular life and its luxuries of servants and coaches. 
     The language and style of the verses seem to be of the late rather 
than the early 19th century.  Their target could well be the Archdeacon, 
Edward Balston, (vicar 1869-1891).  He ‘beautified’ the chancel of All 
Saints church, erected a large gothic vicarage together with a 
coachhouse and employed a number of servants including a butler (see 
JBDHS, 2010, No.37, pp63-73). 
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     Whilst Luther’s 95 theses against Rome fomented centuries of 
religious strike throughout Europe, the ten verses posted on the church 
door in Bakewell must have raised considerable mirth in the town.  
         [T.B.] 
 

 
 

            J. T  Needham  1896 
 
This is a copy of some verses that was found hanging on Bakewell 
Church Door when they began to make Collections at every service 
More than 70 years ago.  Given to me by an Old Man who was one 
of the Bell Ringers at that time. 
 
  Money Oh Money thy praises I sing 
 Thou art my Saviour my God and my King 
 Tis for thee that I preach and for thee that I pray 
 And make a Collection twice each Sabbath day. 
 
 I have Candles and all sorts of Dresses to buy 
 For I wish you to know that my Church is called high 
 I don’t mean in Statue or steeple or Stall 
 But So High that the Lord cannot reach it at all. 
 
 I have poor in my parish that need some relief 
 I preach for their poverty pray for their grief 
 I send my Box round to them morning and night 
 I hope they remember the poor widows mite 
 
 I gather my Knoledge from Wisdoms great tree 
 The whole of my Trinity is £. s. and D 
 Pounds Shillings and Pence is all that I crave 
 From my first step on earth to the Brink of the grave 
 
 And when I am laid low and my Body at rest 
 Place a Box on my grave tis my latest request 
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 That friends may all see who come for reflection 
 I cant rest in peace without a Collection 
 
 Money is my Creed I cant pray without it 
 My heaven is Closed to all those who doubt it 
 For this is the Essence of Parsons religion 
 Come regular to Church to be Plucked Like a Pigeon 
 
 My pay may be hundreds thousands a year 
 Double it Treble it still I am here 
 My Box Bag Collection and your Brass 
 I cant do as Jesus did ride on an Ass 
 
 I have horses and Carriages and servants and all 
 For Im not going to foot it like Peter and Paul 
 And Triket cant live on Locust and honey 
 So out with your Purse and down with your money 
 
 Some fools would ask what I do with money 
 But they might as well ask what Bees do with honey 
 I answer them all with a wink and a Nod 
 I keep three thirds and give praises to God 
 
 In the Cold silent Earth I shall be laid low 
 To sleep with the Blest that have gone long ago 
 I shall slumber in Peace till the Great Resertion 
 Then be first on my legs to make a Collection 
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Book Review  -  PAXTON’S PROTÉGÉ   by J.P.Craddock 
 
     At last the life and work of the landscape gardener, Edward Milner, 
has been set in the context of his early life and education at Lady 
Manners School and at Chatsworth, culminating in his foundation of 
one of the great landscape practices of late Victorian England. 
     Dr. Chadwick records his birth in 1819 at Hillside in Darley Dale 

where his father Henry was a 
sawyer.  About 1825 Henry 
obtained employment at 
Chatsworth which coincided 
with the 6th duke of 
Devonshire’s appointment of the 
young Joseph Paxton as the 
superintendent of his gardens 
and park. 
     Young Edward impressed 
Paxton who paid for his 
education at Lady Manners 
School and arranged for 
Edward’s family to move into 
the Stand overlooking 
Chatsworth and its grounds. 
     After leaving school Edward 
was sent to see various nurseries.  
He studied at Kew gardens and 

in Paris at Le Jardin des Plantes and at Versailles.  On his return, 
Paxton employed him as an assistant in designing Prince’s Park in 
Liverpool and the grounds of the Crystal Palace in Hyde Park.  When 
the Palace was destroyed by fire Milner designed the new Crystal 
Palace garden at Sydenham. 
     Following the death of the 6th duke of Devonshire in 1858, Milner 
established an independent practice at Norwood in London.  
Prestigious commissions quickly came, including the Pavilion 
Gardens at Brixton and the grounds of Archdeacon Balston’s imposing 
vicarage at Bakewell. 
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     Dr Craddock covers the hey-day of the firm until the death of 
Edward Milner in 1884.  (He was brought back for burial at St. Helen’s 
church in Darley Dale.) 
     The book then traces the progress of the firm under Edward’s son 
Henry who in turn employed his son-in-law, Edward White, so 
renamed the business ‘Milner, Son and White’.  It continued to operate 
until its closure in 1995. 
     This book is carefully researched, well illustrated in black and 
white and colour and is a valuable contribution to the history of British 
landscape gardening.   [T.B.] 
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