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PROGRAMME 2015
Wed 18 Mar

Talk on Sheffield Cutler's Hall by Dr Joan Unwin,
archivist to the company of cutlers in Hallamshire. This
talk and visit will be jointly with the Civic Society.

Tues 24 Mar

Pre-opening Coffee Morning from 10.30am at the
Museum.

Wed 22 Apr

Illustrated talk on architect Robert Smythson and
English Mannerism, by Dr Trevor Brighton. This talk is
relevant to the Bolsover visit below.

Wed 20 May

Coach trip to Liverpool. 8.30am from Bakewell TIC.
£15. European City of Culture in 2008 and now part of
the 'Northern Powerhouse'. There is much to see
including Anthony Gormley's beach sculptures. See our
Newsletter.

Wed 24 June

Visit to Bolsover castle & parish church guided by
Trevor Brighton. English Heritage charges non-members
£7.50. Following restoration, new areas are now
accessible. Transport will be by car share.

Sat 27 June

Salmon & Strawberries. 7.30pm at the Museum.
Please book; for details see our Newsletter.

Tues 8th Sept

Visit Sheffield Cutler's Hall, restored cathedral & city
centre. Meet at Cutler's Hall at 10.30; charge £3.50.
Cutler's Hall and lunch venues are near the cathedral. For
a map please see our Newsletter. If travelling by bus the
218 leaves at 9.30am & arrives at Sheffield 10.12am.

Wed 23 Sept

Magpie Mine - Murder, Mayhem & Mischief. Peakland
poet Simon Unwin tells the story in words and images.

Wed 28 Oct

Sheffield in Tudor and Stuart times by David Templeman:
How the ordinary people lived, worked and played.

Fri 6th Nov

End of season party, 5 - 7pm at Old House Museum.

Wed 25 Nov

Music in the First World War by Peter Day. Memoirs of
the troupes' entertainers and original recordings from the
period.
2016

Late January

Historical Society winter lunch at Hassop Hall.

Wed 27 Jan

Illustrated talk on combatting carpet beetle at the Old
House Museum by Anita Spencer. The project to
remove carpet beetle from our costume collection and
exclude them from the Old House Museum has been
featured on the BBC radio and website.

Wed 24 Feb

AGM and projects update by Jan Stetka.

All meetings are held at Friends Meeting House at 7.30pm. Non-members
welcome. There are many other evening events at the Museum. These are
described in our Newsletter and on our website www.oldhousemuseum.org.uk
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THE CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
Jan Stetka
As usual I will report on projects first, then museum operations and
finally other Society activities.
Viking Age Sculpture Project
After two years of archaeology and research, we presented our
recommendations for conservation to the Church, as recorded in the last
Chairman’s report. The Church has a major project of re-roofing
underway at present but intends to re-open the subject of sculpture
conservation in 2015. Accordingly, I will prepare a paper for discussion
with English Heritage.
Meanwhile I thought we could research the Anglo-Saxon
landscape around Bakewell in which this sculpture stood. Accordingly, I
organised four strolls around significant features which we could try to
understand. The first concerned a huge boundary feature at the foot of
Peak Tor near Rowsley. (See arrows in photograph opposite). Rowsley
has a Viking place-name and had a Viking-style cross shaft which is now
outside the porch at Bakewell. The prominent boundary feature between
Rowsley and Stanton turned out to be a double ditch and bank, probably
installed when Ethelflaed, Lady of the Mercians, granted Stanton to one
of her earls in AD 900.
The feature may have also been used to direct water to the huge meadow
system below when the open-field system was installed circa AD 950
and Rowsley was incorporated into Bakewell manor.
The second stroll featured the original Anglo-Saxon meeting
point for the Bakewell area: Moot Low on Bakewell Edge. This
dominates earlier archaeology such as our Iron Age hill-fort and BronzeAge burial mounds. It is approached via Ball Cross which once had a
cross shaft of circular cross-section, like that at Leek, Staffordshire.
Indeed the track-way through the woods to Bakewell used to continue
over Burton Moor to Monyash, Arbour Low, Pilsbury
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and hence into Staffordshire. On a good day, Arbour Low is visible from
Moot Low.
The third stroll was inspired by a charter of 1306 concerning the
enclosure of land for cattle and sheep at the foot of Shutts Farm. The
word Shutt is Anglo-Saxon for Enclosure. The charter is a very early
example of enclosure and gives the dimensions of the land in perches,
which are a quarter of a chain. To us a chain is 22 yards or 66 feet, the
length of a cricket pitch. But in Bakewell, the charter tells us that a chain
was 80 feet long, 21% more than today. So Bakewell’s mile would have
been 21% longer also. You may remember a talk by Vic Barnett to the
Society when he showed ancient maps with scales of short, medium and
long miles. Vic sadly died in 2014.
The field over the lane from Shutts farm in called Stump Cross
indicating that the remains of a cross-shaft once stood there. John
Corbridge showed us an Anglo-Saxon strap end that a metal detectorist
had found in Stump Cross and kindly donated it to the museum. After
cleaning, the belt end has proved to be made of bronze and inscribed in
the Viking Jellinge pattern. This pattern consists of entwined snakes and
was first recorded in the Jelling area of Denmark.
Viking Age belt end found by metal detectorist
Andrew Ballington at Stump Cross field which
belongs to John Corbridge who correctly I
dentified it. It is probably the only AngloSaxon belt end which has been found in
Derbyshire and the first personal item found in
Bakewell from that time.

7

BATH STREET AND BANK HOUSE, BAKEWELL
Trevor Brighton
Until the late 18th century Bath Street was a back lane in
Bakewell, opening out on the north side to crofts and fields bounded by
the stream from the town’s corn mill. This lane gradually developed into
a back street allowing drovers from Ashford, Sheldon and beyond to turn
left on Mill Street (now Buxton Road) in order to sell their livestock in
the town’s market, then held in the streets. Along this back street were
low limestone cottages with stone-slated or grass-thatched roofs, with
barns, byres, stables, cart-sheds and slaughter houses. As John Lowe
commented in 1765:
Bakewell … (a few houses excepted) exhibits a very wretched
appearance, consisting for the most part, of low, smoaky, mean
edifices: the streets are very dirty … The number of houses cannot be
readily ascertained; few are deserving of the name of a house, so that
we must not hastily apply the term to the buildings, though they are
most of them inhabited.
The street’s early importance derived from The Bath, which gave it its
name. The warm spring here was assumed by some early writers on
Bakewell to have been established as a bath by the Romans, but no
evidence, archaeological or documentary, supports this. The spring was
adapted for bathing by the Manners family in 1637 and is represented as
a square enclosure with no attached buildings on the 1799 town map.
Shortly after this date living and attendance accommodation were added.
White Watson and his wife lived here. He exhibited his collection of
minerals, fossils and other curiosities and scientists from around England
and from abroad, including Josiah Wedgwood, Erasmus Darwin and
Matthew Boulton, came to Bath Street.
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Views of the west side of Bank House
taken from the Infants School Yard
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The plots of land by the Bath House, extending to the new centre of
Bakewell, called The Square, were let to White Watson to develop a
botanical garden. Slowly Bath Street was becoming ‘civilised’. On the
same side, to the east, the new Garden was overlooked by run-down
barns, haylofts and stables. These were pulled down in 1894 to make
way for the new Lady Manners Grammar School (1896).
On the opposite side similar clearances of barns and a slaughter
house allowed the Woodhouse, an uncharacteristic piece of ‘magpie’
architecture, to be built (1875). Next to it the High Peak Savings Bank
(now Lloyds) was built in a classical style (1848).
In the centre of this side of Bath Street is Bank House, so called
because of the adjacent Savings Bank, although an older part-17th century
range. Divided into nos. 1 – 3 this is the most important building in the
street after the Bath House and, viewed from the south, the most
imposing.
Next to Bank House, and set back from the Street, is the
Bakewell Church of England Infants’ School (1872). Slightly in front of
the school and facing the street were 17th century limestone domestic
buildings adapted over the centuries and at the west end a total rebuild
now housing the Baslow Insurance Office.
Returning to the Bank House, this is a long range presenting a
two-storeyed, single bay to Bath Street. The 1799 Town Map of
Bakewell shows the property within a long curtilage of land extending to
the mill stream. Two entrances to the property, as shown on early maps,
still exist. On the west side, between the Infants School and the property
is the main agricultural passage that once led to the barns and stables at
the north end of the long range and then beyond into the field. Livestock
and carts would have passed this way. The entry on the south side,
perhaps a later access, would have passed along the fair face of the range
giving access to the carriage house, also at the north end. Today this
entrance from Bath Street leads to gardens and is furnished with
Victorian cast-iron gates.
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1799 Haddon estate map of Bakewell

Detail of 1799 map showing Bath Street
and the farmhouse
known in the 19th century
as Bank House.
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The long range of Bank House dates from the turn of the 17th century
(Pevsner suggests) and is constructed of random limestone, two storeys
high, under a low-pitched roof with stone mullioned windows. Early in
the second half of the 18th century the central part of the range was given
a ‘polite makeover’ in a symmetrical Georgian style that was making an
impact on Bakewell. Instead of the whole building being pulled down it
was raised to three storeys with a unified south façade with diminishing
12-pane sash windows. This face is neatly constructed of coursed,
dressed limestone with plain, ashlar window surrounds and long and
short quoins. The stone slated roof, with coped
gable-ends, is fronted with a coped parapet. The chimney stacks at the
gable ends are later brick replacements. The two ground floor windows
to the right of the entrance still have a single stone mullion with squarequarried, leaded casements on either side. Such refacing of a 17th century
property can be seen at Ivy House in South Church Street where the
rainwater hoppers bear the crest of the Walthall family and the date
1743.

The east side of Bank House
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Detail from the 1851 Bakewell Town Plan
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Architect’s section of
Bank House (no.2)
illustrating the geeorgianisation of the
17th C house.

Whilst the south side of no 2, Bank House
presented an elegant cosmetic solution, the
north side remained a pastiche of earlier
and later limestone doorways and
fenestration. A drawing of the crosssection shows the asymmetry of the new
roof slopes and the differing heights of the
north and south parapets. The earlier,
thicker walls indicate how the new
Georgian work was ‘grafted’ on to the older core.
Only a few years later the lower, southern extension of the main
block, now known as no. 1 Bank House, was Georgianised, but not in an
identical manner to that of no 2. Also of random limestone this part had
probably served as servants’ quarters for no 2. In this case the street
façade was pulled down and replaced by a geometric one-bay gable-end
in the simplest Georgian manner of the 1760s. Two storeys high with an
attic above, there are four sash windows within the ashlar front, each
with ashlar surrounds, now painted white. The symmetry is accentuated
by chamfered quoins. Two plain string courses run above the groundand first-floor windows, the latter forming the base of a classical,
triangular pediment. Within this, to light the attic space, is an oval oculus
(Latin-eye) or oeil-de-boeuf (French-bull’s eye) with four key-stones
enclosing glazing bars and an opening pane. An oculus window was
used earlier on the former apothecary’s shop (now Spirit of the Andes)
and the adjoining former dispensary in King Street.
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.
Bath Street façade of No. 1 Bank House.

Behind the front of no 1 Bank
House are two nicely proportioned
rooms looking across Bath Gardens.
The one on the ground floor has
painted wooden panelling and a
plastered ceiling with a border adorned
with swags of fruit.
The focal point of the room is a
contemporary fireplace composed of a hearth of polished crinoidal
limestone and bird’s-eye marble. The surround has typical egg-and-dart
moulding and the frieze is a carved and painted rococo panel of flowers
and scrolls. This charming feature must be the work of the sculptor and
marble mason, Henry Watson (1714 – 1786), who owned and operated
the Ashford Marble Works. He took up residence at the Bath House in
1764, which is about the date of
the fireplace.

Fireplace, probably by
Henry Watson, in first
floor sitting room of
No.1 Bank House.
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Lock-up dog kennel under the
steps of No.3 Bank House

At the further, or north, end of the
range is no 3 Bank House created
from a service wing between no 2 and the coach house. The twostoreyed stables, of random limestone, have parts of their exterior,
gritstone steps intact on the west and south sides. The former have an
integral stone dog-kennel beneath, somewhat similar to that beside the
original stone stables at nearby Holme Hall.
When the whole range of Bank House was divided into three
properties is not clear. By the late 19th century various development
beside and around the range changed its agricultural character.
The Ordnance Survey of 1893 shows the changes that had taken
place since the Town Map of almost a century earlier had been drawn up.
The land to the north of the range was gradually being occupied by a
smithy and stables. The map enclosed in the duke of Rutland’s catalogue
for the sale in 1920 of his Bakewell properties shows this more clearly.
Among the thirteen lots in Bath Street to go under the hammer were a
builder’s yard (now Midco’s), the school house in front of the Infants’
School, the Woodhouse (now Piedaniel’s) and the Castle Hotel. In
addition were auctioned various plots of land for development, four
cottages and gardens, stables and three slaughter houses.
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First Ordnance Survey Map of Bakewell 1876.
Detail showing how Bath Street had been developed since 1799.
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The smithy came up for sale with no.2 Bank House in 1933 and was
purchased by George Buer of Bakewell. He and his brother worked the
smithy and opened up alongside it a garage with a bicycle repair shop.
The smithy closed in the early 1980s and its furnace, bellows and anvil,
together with tools and horseshoes, were given to our Museum. These
are on display in the new extension. The garage closed about the same
time and the land to the north of the Bank House range was sold for
development which included earlier houses built along the mill stream.
Thus the last traces of Bath Street’s agricultural past faded and
with it the sounds and smells of horses, sheep and cattle. Bank House
remains as one of the last farmhouses in the town and Bath Street has
been commandeered by the motor car.

Photography by George Challenger
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BANK HOUSE AND ITS RESIDENTS TO WW1
Peter Barker
Bank House owes its name to its proximity to Derby Savings
Bank (later Lloyds) built in 1848. Pevsner in The Buildings of England,
Derbyshire describes it as “Bank House (No.1) a 17th C house with an
18th C façade on the short side of the street”. Before the 1861 census
individual houses were not identified by names or door numbers. The
earliest censuses were merely headcounts, but those of 1841 and 1851
identify individuals within streets, but not specific houses.
The first strong attachment of an individual with Bank House (as
opposed to just Bath Street) is in the 1861 census. The house next to the
Savings Bank and across the street from Bath House Newsroom and
Institute is occupied by the household headed by George Fentem. I
believe Fentems to be the residents of what was to become known as
Bank House.
The Fentem Pedigree (lines 1 and 2 of the family tree)
Youlgreave parish records are replete with Fentem vital events –
baptisms, weddings and burials. The earliest Fentem baptism recorded is
of 1666, the parents being of Stanton. By 1766 at the latest the Fentems
were living at Bowers Hall in the parish of Youlgreave.
Our starting event is the baptism of George Fentem at Bakewell
church in 1730 who went on to marry Joyce Moorcroft in 1760 at
Doveridge, likely to have been her home village. The records show that
George died in 1803 at Bowers Hall. Joyce had died in 1795 again at
Bowers Hall. George and Joyce had 10 recorded children (see line 2 of
the pedigree). William, the eldest son is the child of most interest.
William (b1764) and his elder sister, Elizabeth (b1762) are the only two
of the children baptised in Bakewell: all succeeding siblings were
baptised in Youlgreave and the parish records state that they were all
born at Bowers Hall.
William married Sarah Riddiard at Bakewell in 1788. The
marriage record gives both William and Sarah as of Bakewell. It is a
speculation, but quite possible that William became resident in Bakewell

21

before marriage in 1788 and as the eldest son was charged with the
family land which was located in Bakewell, not close to the family seat
at Bowers Hall. Father, George, stayed at Bowers Hall until his death in
1803.
William’s marriage to Sarah would have linked a commercial
scale farmer of land within Bakewell to the Riddiards who operated in
Bakewell as millers and corn dealers. Riddiards had a local presence
since at least 1550. It is also of interest that Sarah’s mother was née Ann
Wild. The Wilds were major tenants of the Duke of Devonshire’s land at
Birchill (north side of Baslow Road). Both Sarah’s and her mother’s
marriage are good examples of well-to-do farming families cementing
their mutual interests. It is again speculative, but quite possible, that
William and Sarah started married life in what is now 2-3 Bank House
and with growing prosperity paid for, or at least were instrumental in,
extending the house providing a more refined Georgian façade to become
what is now No.1 Bank House.

Fentem family tree

Fentem pedigree line 3
William and Sarah had 6 children of which three were sons; the
last son William died in infancy leaving George (b1791) and John
22

(b1793). By the time George was 20 his father would have been
approaching 50 and George and younger brother John became the
farmers of the Bakewell land.
The Bakewell lands
The 1805 Property and Income Tax Assessment records William
Snr as liable for £2. 4s. 3d duty. Duty was payable at 3.75% of the
annual value of the land, and William’s duty liability was the third
largest assessment levied on Bakewell residents. The annual value of the
land was thus £59. We know also from the assessment that the Fentem
land was owned by the Duke of Rutland as was the house they occupied.
Fentems, though substantial farmers, were occupiers rather than
proprietors.
The Fentem presence in Bath Street is further confirmed by the
Duke of Rutland’s tenant list of 1799. William Snr is identified as the
tenant of a “House, Barn, Stables, Orchard and Croft in Bath Street”.
His tenancy of land amounted to 93 acres making him the Duke’s largest
Bakewell tenant and biggest Land Tax payer.
The two dates referred to above (1805 and 1799) represent the
pre-Enclosure situation. The Bakewell Enclosure Act was of 1806 up to
which point farmers tenanted strips of land in open fields which were
“confettied” around the town. The tenants list confirms that William’s
strips were scattered around Moorhall field, Stanage, Middlefield and Far
Field, these being open fields progressing from Monyash road and
northwards along Sheldon Lane.
William Snr. had a younger brother, John, who died in 1800 and
who survived long enough to appear on the 1799 Tenants list. He is
identified as being the tenant of 55 acres, again scattered around the town
in strips. Interestingly, John is described as occupying a “House, Barn,
Stables and Croft in Bath Street” raising the possibility that the two
brothers lived in the same or adjacent houses in Bath Street (possibly
now nos 2 and 3?)
That farmers of this time should occupy town centre houses is not
surprising. A central location minimised travelling time to scattered
strips. Evidence of farmhouses, yards, barns and gate posts survive off
Bath Street and also the lower end of South Church St attesting town
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based farms.The two brothers’ combined tenancy of nearly 150 acres of
land in Bakewell made them the Duke’s main occupants.
William’s mother-in-law, the previously mentioned Ann Riddiard
( née Wild), wife of the miller and corn dealer, and by 1799 a widow, is
listed as tenant of a house, three shops and a stackyard.
Fentem land holding after Enclosure 1806
The Poor Law Assessment of 1823 records William paying
£5. 4s. 6d of which only 3/- was assessed on the Rutland house. In 1827
William died and the 1828 Poor Law Assessment has his sons, George
and John jointly paying £5. 6s. 6d for the house and land. It is perhaps
significant that they are for local tax purposes treated jointly as an entity.
It may also suggest that they occupied the same property.
The 1833 Poor Law Assessment explicitly states that George
occupies 81 acres and John 66 acres. The 1839 PLA states that George
owns about 9 acres of his occupancy and John owns about six and half
acres. Both still reside in Rutland owned accommodation. These
acreages are confirmed by an assessment for a mole catcher made in
1839.
The Poll Book and Electoral Register for 1832 indicate that both
George and John have the vote by virtue of the value of their rented land.
The 1841 census records George as a farmer with wife Elizabeth and
three “living in” servants. The three servants were Frances Peach age 20
who was probably a ‘maid of all work’, George Roebuck age 20 and
Henry Downes age 15. Although described as servants, farm workers
living on a board and lodging basis were commonly referred to as farm
servants to distinguish them from agricultural labourers who lived in
their own independent households. Brother John by this time is head of a
separate household, but unmarried. The household is at Church Lane
and composed of John, a farmer, his sister and housekeeper Mary
Holland and one servant 16 year old John Roebuck. Thus by 1841 the
brothers had independent households with George remaining in Bath
Street.
In 1847 Bakewell was mapped and land holdings identified as
part of an assessment for revaluing property upon which future Poor Rate
contributions could be determined. By this time the patchwork of
geographically scattered strips and small pastures had been erased and
24

the current structure of modern farms largely established. For George
and John their slightly reduced holdings of 76 acres and 64.5 acres
respectively were physically more consolidated. Also in the postenclosure land re-configuration George had acquired ownership (as
opposed to being a tenant) of 10.5 acres of land.
Their fields though separate were adjacent to each other. The
three areas under their tenancy were along the hillside to the south of the
present golf course which is now quite wooded and an area of pasture
either side of Coombs Road. The second area was to the right of
Sheldon Land as one heads to Sheldon and which was originally part of
the arable open-field system. Finally, George had about 10 acres
approximately located where Highfields School buildings are and
bounded by Shutts Lane and Monyash Road.
1850 to WW1
There is no record of John ever marrying and George, though
married is not recorded as having offspring. In the 1851 census George is
living in Bath St with wife Elizabeth. A retired relative, Thomas
Fentem, a 78 year old ex-draper, is living with them. Thomas is
described as ‘a gentleman’ which is a distinction marking him as
recognised as parish gentry. George also has three resident helpers –
Ann Clayton, a house servant, a farm labourer, Joseph Turner and a farm
boy, William Mottram.
John, in 1851 and now 57 years old, resides in Church Alley and
is described as a farmer and corn dealer. His co-residents are Mary
Holland, his 52 year old sister and housekeeper and nephew John aged
eight. The household is completed by Sam Wragg, a 16 year old
agricultural servant and Mary Rowland, a house servant aged 18.
White’s Directory of 1857 lists George as still in Bath Street and
he and wife Elizabeth are still there in 1861. In the 1861 census the
enumerator worked from the Castle Street end. The first house after the
Savings Bank is that of George Fentem, his wife and servants. Across
the road is Bath House (News Room and Institute). It is this entry which
ties George specifically to Bank House and occupying the extended 18th
century portion which became No.1 Bank House. The 1861 census
confirms John’s continuance in Church Alley.
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White’s History and Gazeteer of Derbyshire of 1857 confirms
George Fentem and his elderly relative, Thomas, still in Bath Street, but
also introduces the complication that Francis Roe, clerk to the Bakewell
Poor Law Union and superintendent registrar, is living in Bank House.
Also George and William Roe are resident in Bank House and described
as ale and porter agents. However, the 1861 census shows George, wife
and servants, to be the only residents of Bank House. As the house was
composed of three units it is likely that one or two parts were sub-let to
accommodate the Roes’ temporary stay.
By 1871 George Fentem is still at Bank House, but now widowed
and no longer described as a farmer. The census of that year states he is
living by ‘interest on money’. He is helped by one Mary Hollis, a 40
year old housekeeper. A year later George has died.
At some point between 1861 and 1871 a section of the Bank
House complex has become a Ladies Boarding School headed by
William Kay Senior (born 1816 in Yorkshire). The school at Bank
House seems to have been a development from a ‘Ladies Seminary’
housed in the old town hall according to the 1861 census. The
advertisement (fig.1) for the Ladies School indicates it was established in
1858 and shortly after the 1861 census became housed in Bank House.
One of the schoolmistresses of this institution was Ann Elizabeth Kay
aged 16. There were three other mistresses and eight boarders aged 7 to
18.
Simultaneously the old Town Hall is housing a boys school
headed by William Kay (b1816) aided by two assistant masters teaching
23 boys aged from 8 to 14. This free grammar school for boys is the
forerunner of the modern Lady Manners School (LMS) and its origin is
from a Manners foundation of 1636. The same William Kay also
operated a private Grammar and Commercial Academy in Bridge Street.
The Bridge Street ‘Gentlemen’s school’ according to the advertisement
(fig.1) had been established in 1850. The private school and the
grammar school (LMS) ran in parallel under Kay’s tutelage. However,
in 1866, a School Inquiry Report stated that the grammar school (LMS)
had become “a mere appendage and advertisement to an inferior
commercial boarding school kept by the headmaster”. This poor state of
affairs led the vicar of Bakewell, Archdeacon Balston, former head of
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Eton and the duke of Rutland’s agent to agree the closure of the grammar
school in 1874. It did not reopen until 1896.

Fig.1. Advertisement for William Kay’s Boarding School

It may well have been that Kay’s headship of the Ladies School at Bank
House rested on an infirm financial basis. A note recorded by Mr Dick
Alcock refers to a deed of covenant* dated 1 February 1859 between
William Kay and 23 Bakewell tradesmen involving a total of
£661.13s.4d. In today’s money this is roughly equivalent to £54,000
allowing for inflation over the period.

Fig.2. Advertisement for Mrs Kay’s Boarding School
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By 1871 the Ladies School (see fig.2) had moved and it was
occupying part of Bank House headed by William Kay Junior (b 1834).
He is accompanied by family members and two governesses. There are
also 3 female servants and 7 pupils ranging from 7 to 16 years.
The census of 1881 indicates that Marion Taylor (age 31) who
was born in Scotland, was resident in Bank House being ‘Principal of the
Young Ladies School’. Co-residents include her brother, James Taylor,
an officer of the Inland Revenue, a visitor, Jane Smith of Scotland, three
teachers, a female servant and only three boarders. Given that there were
four teachers and only three pupils named it may well be that most of the
students were day pupils from Bakewell and therefore not recorded by
the census of Bank House. The teacher of French was a Belgian, 22 year
old Jeanne Dielman and the teacher of English was Martha Croshaw, age
18 and a native of Blackburn.
By 1881 William Kay Jnr is located at Stanedge Road with his
wife, his grandmother and four of his own children plus two day
boarders.
By 1891 a Miss Frances M. Taylor is resident at Bank House.
She is the 23 year old headmistress of a private ladies school. Her
teachers are 21 year old Swiss national Alice Turrell, Governess of
Painting, Drawing, Music, and Florence Cooper, a 17 year old from
Worcestershire, governess of Arithmetic and English. Four girls are
listed as boarders along with an 18 year old cook and 14 year old servant.
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Bank House School, Bath Street, Bakewell, unknown date.

The 1901 census shows the leadership of the private school in
Bank House to have changed. The headmistress is Miss Barbara Knight
and there are two live-in teachers – Anne Klinger of Austria and Martha
Hamilton of Ireland. There are eight students in the age range 9 – 18
from a national intake area including Lichfield, Crouch End, Manchester,
and Bury St Edmunds. One servant, 35 year old Emma Bailey from
Stone, Staffordshire, is listed. It is likely that some non-boarding local
girls were attending. In 1911 Miss Knight (age 42) and her younger sister
Evelyn (age 28) are joint principals. There are also two assistant
teachers – Gladys Kenning (22) born Gloucestershire and Henriette Noil
(22) a native of Paris. At this time the school had 27 pupils of which 13
are boarders in the age range 10 – 18. Again the intake is national
including Manchester, Kettering, Leicester and Weston-super-Mare.
There are 3 local servants, two from Bakewell and one from Buxton. The
arrival of the railway in Bakewell in 1863 facilitated this national reach.
*A deed of covenant is defined as a legally binding agreement between two parties
(presumably Mr Kay and the tradesmen) in which one party agrees to pay the other
an agreed amount of money without receiving benefit in return. (Citizens
Information Board)
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THE TOLL COLLECTORS OF ROWDALE BAR
Ann Hall
The basis of this article is taken from “The Toll Collectors of
Rowdale Bar” due to be published in Derbyshire Miscellany, Autumn
2014. On 14 May 2014 I was invited to speak to the Bakewell & District
Historical Society on this subject. Several helpful suggestions were
made by members during the discussion period at the end of the talk. As
a result of these I made further searches. This article reflects how these
suggestions influenced the final article.
Introduction
In 2012 the “Decoding The Bakewell Crosses” Project aimed to
see if the Great Cross from Bakewell churchyard had originally stood at
a long lost road junction in a field near old Hassop Station1 (Fig.1).
Desk-based assessment, prior to excavation within the field, resulted in a
wealth of information about roads in the area. The present day A6020
between Ashford and Hassop roundabout was part of the Edensor to
Ashford Turnpike and the Rowdale Bar was one of two toll collection
points on its length (the other being Birchill Bar, from 1863).
Much information was gathered from Edensor to Ashford
Turnpike Trust minutes2, but there were only a few references to the
families who lived and worked at the Toll Bar. The occupation of toll
collector was an important part of the economy of a turnpike road; the
tolls being used to finance both the everyday road repairs and to pay the
interest on the loan which paid for the original road construction. In this
case the payments were to the Duke of Devonshire, who had provided
the initial finance.
Further research into the families who were toll collectors at
Rowdale Bar was carried out in the census records and in the local
registers of births, marriages and deaths as well as other documents in
the Derbyshire Record Office and the Railway Employment Records.
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Fig.1 showing location of Toll Bar House (Rowdale Bar) and the site of the
excavation associated with the “Decoding the Bakewell Crosses” project.
Ordnance Survey Data Crown Copyright. All rights reserved No.100045420

It is uncertain when the Toll House was built. According to the
website (www.turnpikes.org.uk) it was built in 1824. Alan Rosevear
who manages the website found that there was evidence of toll
collections from 1824. Alan Roberts records the “known date” of 1824
to 1868 for its existence in Turnpike Roads around Buxton3 using similar
toll collection returns.
Of course the collection of tolls does not necessarily mean that
there was a toll house at the gate. However, it is likely that a shelter of
some type would have to be in place in order for the collector to unlock
the gate and collect tolls throughout the day and night in such an isolated
spot and personal communication with Alan Roberts supports this view.
Taking all the evidence into consideration Rowdale Bar is likely to have
31

been built around 1817 when the first toll collector was appointed but it
could have been any time until 1827 when the Bar is recorded as an
address for the first time. It was built and owned by the Duke of
Devonshire rather than the Turnpike Trust and was not sold when the
Trust was realising its assets when the Turnpike Trust was wound up in
1878.2 Unfortunately, the Chatsworth archive has as yet failed to
produce evidence for the building of the house.
(At the BDHS meeting it was suggested that the pictorial
evidence pointed to the building being similar to the “polite” style
favoured by Sir Joseph Paxton and John Robertson when they rebuilt
Edensor. This lead me to consult the accounts of the Trust in more detail
with the result that I determined that the toll house was itself rebuilt
about ten years before the works at Edensor. Who knows, but the
successful remodelling of Rowdale Toll Bar may have been a influential
precursor to the more thorough makeover of a whole village during the
1840s.)
Some parts of the building were changed in 1831.
A
“specification ... for the alteration” was sent to the road surveyor, Mr
Matthew Frost, which itemised changes to the windows and door which
were to be the same as the Robin Hood Toll Bar (which once stood on
the present day A619 Chesterfield to Baslow Road). Furthermore, the
building was to be rough cast and the fireplaces were to be moved and a
new chimney stack built in the centre of the roof.4 The fireplace
alterations did not take place although ornate chimneys at either end of
the building were constructed. This suggests that originally it had been a
vernacular building made of limestone with a chimney on each gable end
and that the gothick features in sandstone and the render were added at
this time. A record of the payment for the alterations is to be found in
the 1831 Turnpike Trust accounts.5
The Toll Collectors of Rowdale Bar
The earliest records are less detailed so that it is only possible to
recognise which people were collecting tolls during occasional periods
between 1817 and 1841. Therefore, there are likely to be some
omissions from the following record. (At the BDHS meeting it was
suggested that I might find a search of the Poor Law rate assessment
records would fill in some of the gaps. Sadly, the32 archives at Derbyshire
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Record Office had very few records for the Great Longstone parish
which survived and no further names of toll collectors emerged.)
George Heathcote 1817
The Edensor to Ashford turnpike road opened around 18122 , but
there is no mention of toll collection at Rowdale Bar in the early
accounts of the Trust.2 In 1817 the Surveyor of Road was ordered “to
appoint a fit person to collect the Tolls to be paid at the Turnpike Gate
now erected at Rowdale Lane”.2
Two months later the Surveyor
reported that George Heathcote, who lived in Ashford and who was paid
2/- per week to mend the road, was “in receipt of the Tolls at Rheudale
(Rowdale) Bar”. How long he carried out this duty and if there were
other toll collectors appointed after him in this early period is not
recorded. He continued to mend the road until his death in 1865. The
Surveyor's accounts of road mending from 1850 always itemised George
Heathcote's payments, first suggesting that he had a senior role.6
Heathcote Close was the name given to the field south of the
present Toll Bar House and the site of the 2012 excavation.1, 7, 8 When the
Turnpike Road was proposed in 1812, the schedule gave the occupier of
the field as “Heathcote widow”.7 It might be that George was part of the
same family who owned the field and may have used the small quarry on
the land as a source of road stone. This is supported by the census of
1851 when he was described both as a labourer and as a farmer of
11acres living in Fennel Street, Ashford. Further evidence that the
family was a little bit more prosperous than those of some labourers is
suggested by the four rather ornate monuments in Ashford churchyard to
George and several family members.
Samuel and Hannah Frith 1827
In 1827 Samuel and Hannah Frith had a daughter, also called
Hannah, who was born in Rowdale Toll Bar (Roadhill Bar, Longstone)
and the address is recorded in both the Eyam and Bakewell baptism
registers. Samuel Frith is described as a tollkeeper in the Eyam record. 9
All the other records for the family births, including census returns
between 1825 and 1883, indicate that the family stayed in Eyam,
suggesting that their period of toll collection may have been a short one.
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Joseph and Elizabeth Raby 1835
It is not clear when the Raby family came to live in the Toll
House. There is evidence from the baptismal and burial records that the
family were living in Ashford between 1822 and 1838, the burial record
showing that one of their children, Ann, died at Rowdale Toll Bar in
1836.10 Ann had been born in Brushfield Toll Bar in 183511 and the
parish records of Joseph's second marriage give his occupation as
keeper12, suggesting that the family were occupied with toll collecting in
the district. The records also say that Joseph was a framework knitter so
the family may have been carrying on both toll collecting and knitting at
the Rowdale Toll House. In the context of the size of the cottage with
only two rooms and a scullery and the amount of space the knitting
frame would occupy it would have been quite congested with up to six
children to accommodate as well.
John and Mary Jones 1841-1852
This is the next family to appear in the records with links to the
Rowdale Bar. The 1841 census did not record addresses but the entry for
the Jones family is the last record in the Great Longstone schedule. The
occupiers of the Toll House were often recorded last in future censuses
so this evidence suggests that they were in residence by this date. By the
1851 census the family address was Rowdale Toll Bar and John's
occupation was given as agricultural labourer and toll bar keeper. They
had had three more children since the last census called John, Samuel
and Jane. They were recorded as being born at Rowdale (Barr) in the
Ashford baptismal records.10 In 1852 the minutes of the Turnpike Trust2
report that the Surveyor of the Road was asked to discharge John Jones
and for a new toll collector to be appointed. Surveyors’ accounts show
that this change took place over the course of a month because James
Stone, one of the road menders, collected tolls and may have lived at the
Toll Bar for a short time.6
The record is silent about the reason for the termination of John
Jones's employment. It is clear from reading about other trusts that there
were problems with dishonest or unreliable toll collectors and that
inspectors were appointed to check that they carried out their duties
correctly. The reason for his discharge is only speculation and there may
have been other reasons for John Jones's new life, recorded in the 1861
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census, when he was a gamekeeper, living in Greaves Lane, Ashford.
His association with the Turnpike continued as the Surveyors’ accounts
from 1850 show that he was occasionally paid for road mending. 6 One of
Jones's sons, (Moses) Peat Jones who had lived at Rowdale Toll Bar later
joined the Midland Railway and rose to become an engine driver. He
had to leave living in the district when he was caught poaching on the
estate where his father worked.13
Abraham, Ann and Selina Goodwin 1852-1892?
The Trust minutes record that in 1852 Abraham Goodwin was
appointed the toll collector at Rowdale Bar. 2 Prior to this, Abraham
(b.1824) and his wife Ann (b.1810) lived in Longstone and even though
they appear to be members of the Wesleyan Church they were married in
Bakewell Parish Church in 1847. This was because Non Conformist
chapels were often only registered for baptisms. In fact, all the future
children's baptisms are recorded in the Bakewell Wesleyan registers.
In the 1851 census the family were living in Little Longstone where
Selina had been born in 184814 but in the 1861 census they were recorded
as living at the Toll Bar by which time they had a second daughter
Agnes, born there in 1852.14 Abraham's occupation was given as both an
agricultural labourer and toll collector. In 1865 Ann Goodwin, who was
14 years older than her husband, died and was buried in Great Longstone
churchyard. Agnes, their daughter, was described in the 1871 census as
an “imbecile”. It might be speculated that she was suffering from
Derbyshire Neck, a condition caused by lack of iodine in the diet.15, 16
This deficiency was particularly prevalent in the White Peak and leads
to a swollen thyroid gland which makes the neck swell greatly and can
also cause cretinism. It has been shown that many inmates of Derby
Asylum were suffering from this condition16 so this idea is not without
foundation. Also the Toll Bar is built in a limestone area and the water
used by the Toll Bar families during this period came from two wells
near by. Within a few days of this census being taken, Agnes had died of
scarlet fever. She was buried in Great Longstone churchyard on 20th
April 187117 and shares a headstone with her mother Ann.
Selina was named as the Toll Collector with her father in the
Trust minutes from 1866 until 1878 when the turnpike road stopped
taking tolls.2 It was likely that the wife of a Toll Collector and other
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family members always contributed to manning the bar as it was a 24
hour, 7 day a week commitment. It is only in 1864 when the Trust
minutes started to record the toll collectors by name that the
responsibility of other family members was recognised. They were
together paid 4/- per week for carrying out their tasks.
The years after Agnes died were eventful ones for the residents of
the Rowdale Bar. In 1872 Selina gave birth to a child at the house.
Baptism records14 state that he was the “natural” son of Thomas Fidler
and Selina Ann Goodwin. This, and the fact that Selina never used the
Fidler surname, is evidence that he was illegitimate. The 1871 census
shows that Thomas Fidler was living with his family in Hassop. He was
16 years older than Selina and in a position of authority being the Clerk
to the Board of Guardians (associated with managing the relief for the
poor of the district). Selina lived with her child, Charles, and her father
Abraham at Rowdale Bar. (A member of BDHS noted that Selina's
occupation in the 1871 census was given as a dressmaker and suggested
that she may have met Thomas while sewing for his wife and family.
This is an intriguing and rather ironic suggestion but it was impossible to
find supporting evidence.)
Two years later in 1874 Selina married Thomas Bagshaw from
18
Baslow and they had a daughter, Agnes Hannah, in 1875.19 For a few
years Selina and Thomas and the children Charles and Agnes were likely
to have lived with Abraham at Rowdale Bar while Selina continued to
help Abraham with the toll collecting duties. There is evidence in the
Trust records6 that Thomas helped with road mending during this time.
This came to an end in 1878 when the tolls were lifted and the Turnpike
Trust was wound up. As the property was owned by the Duke of
Devonshire it is likely that the family were allowed to stay as it would be
more difficult to find a tenant for a house in such an isolated position.
In February 1881 Selina died of pleurisy at Rowdale. It is
interesting to note that the “Bar” usually included in their address had
been dropped from the death certificate reflecting that the house was no
longer a toll bar. She was buried in Great Longstone churchyard17, but
there is no memorial stone. The next record of the family was made
three months later in the 1881 census. This shows that after Selina's
death Joseph and his young daughter Agnes Hannah moved into Bubnell
Hall, Baslow where Joseph was employed as an indoor servant and
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agricultural labourer. This left Abraham, now out of business, and
Charles, the illegitimate grandson, living at the Rowdale Bar.
In 1886, when Charles reached the age of 14, he started work as a
machine youth at Hassop Station, helping with the goods trucks on the
weighing “machine”.19 He rose to become a goods clerk and the
grandfather and grandson were living in the house when the 1891 census
was taken. By then Abraham was running a grocery business from the
Toll Bar providing “refreshments of a non-intoxicating character” to the
thousands of tourists who visited the area using the railway. 20 There are
two photographs believed to be taken in 1888 which show Abraham then
aged 65 with a long white beard outside the now redundant Toll Bar with
John Holmes from Edensor. One of these came to light in the Derbyshire
Record Office21 and a copy of the other one is in the private possession of
Terry and Sheila Bettney.

Plate 1. Rowdale Toll Bar cottage with seated elderly gentleman
and boy with horse and cart, c1888.

A little seat can be seen below one of the windows which would
be well used by the weary travellers of this period. It is difficult to find
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out when the Goodwins finally left the Toll Bar but it is likely to be the
case that they moved to Sheffield when Charles took the job of counter
clerk at the Midland Railway station in the city in 1892.19 They were
recorded as living together in Sheffield by 1901. In this census Charles
was married and had a son and daughter, whose name it was touchingly
recorded as Selina, the name of his unmarried mother. Abraham
Goodwin died in Meersbrook, Sheffield in 1903 aged 80 and was buried
in Great Longstone churchyard in an unmarked grave.22
Around the turn of the century the cottage at Rowdale became
unoccupied and there is a photograph of the forlorn semi derelict
building
from this period in the Derbyshire Record Office23 albeit printed back to
front. In the 1911 census the house is unoccupied.
The house deeds, made available for research from the current
owners, Bruce and Kim Edmonds, show that the Duke of Devonshire
sold the Hassop Old Toll Bar to Francis and Wheatley Cox Wilson in
1919 for £40 and a next phase in the occupation of the Rowdale Toll Bar
had begun.

Plate 2. Photograph of cottage and cattle grazing, possibly Rowdale Toll Bar
cottage, mid 20thC, (shown after flipping the archive image from left to right).
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THE HISTORY OF MILFORD HOUSE, BAKEWELL
Stephen Hunt
Despite having had many searches through old records, no
account of the exact date when the house was built can be found.
However, the oldest part of the house is the piece with the stained glass
windows and under this room are the cellars which originally would have
been used to house cattle. The whole of the ground here would have
been about three feet lower. Evidence of this is the stone door frames
which can be seen on the front side. The building on the street side
would have been added at a later date and the Georgian designed front
added in 1870. Around this time the Victoria corn mill would be built
and the ground altered to accommodate the leat from the mill.
The 1871 census seems to show Milford House provided
accommodation for a number of different families, one being Charles
Alsop (32 years old) quarryman, with his wife Sarah (20 years old). ( Is
this the man who owned the quarry at the top of Monyash Road ??)
There were two domestic servants called Charlotte Knight (23) and
Louisa Smith (20), Elias Allcard (58), a plasterer and wife Caroline (51),
daughters Elizabeth (23) and Ann (13), both domestic servants, Martha
Bown (62) with son John (29), a solicitor’s general clerk, and finally
Ann Warhurst (65), a nurse.
The earliest I can go back to is 1876 when Robert Cross bought
the house, I presume from the duke of Rutland. Perhaps he may have
rented it before that date. Robert Cross (who, I was told, originated from
Bolton, but according to the website listed buildings records, originated
from Blackburn, was the son of a wealthy mill owner. (Perhaps the mill
was in Bolton.) His wife Esther was the daughter of a wealthy mill
owner in Tintwistle and her maiden name was Sidebottom. This mill
still exists. At the time, the house next door, called ‘Ormonde’, (which is
joined on to Milford House) was not built. This was built in 1881 (see
photograph). The house at the bottom of the garden, called ‘Milford
Mews’, was the stables and coach house. The semi-detached houses
called ‘South Croft’ and ‘Brentwood’ were where the tennis court was
and where the Medway Centre is was the orchard.
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It is reputed that Milford House gardens were laid out by Joseph
Paxton, because Robert Cross was a water engineer and he helped with
the water features at Chatsworth House. The stone obelisk at the bottom
of Station Road was erected by Robert Cross to commemorate the
bringing of piped water into Bakewell. There is a sunken bath in the
garden, not quite as big as the one in the Bath House in Bath Gardens.

Milford House with “Ormonde” house on te left
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The Cross family at Milford House
Standing: Constance, Robert, Dorothy
Middle row: Ida, Eleanor, Esther, Mary
Front row: Zoe, Robert Cross’s sister, Esther

Robert and Esther Cross raised a total of seven daughters (see
photograph). The eldest were the twins, Esther and Mary, then Ida,
Eleanor, Constance, Dorothy and the youngest, Zoe. Of the seven
daughters only two ever married, Mary and Dorothy, and only Dorothy
produced a daughter. It is from this daughter, who married a solicitor
called Whitehead, that I have gleaned this information. Mrs Whitehead
and her husband came to stay with us at the Hotel and brought this
photograph and also a quilted bedspread made by the Cross family to
celebrate Queen Victoria’s golden jubilee. This is now on show at the
Old House Museum in Bakewell. The Cross family were also
responsible for the white trinity altar frontal in the parish church.
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It is reputed that Robert Cross built the extension which is now
called ‘Ormonde’ (I will come back to this) to keep out of the way of the
seven daughters. The top room had a full sized billiard table in it and the
downstairs was used as a bedroom. The daughters were taught in the
upstairs room with the stained glass window, over the cellars, by their
own governess. At the front of this building were two small rooms, one
on top of the other which would have been staff quarters. I remember
this room had a cupboard and behind the door was a blackboard and a
locked section with Pears soap adverts on it.
There is a story about Mountney the gardener and one of the Miss
Crosses. Miss Cross asked Mountney to play tennis with her. His reply
was “I can’t play tennis, Miss Cross”. “I’ll teach you”, said Miss Cross.
Miss Cross served first. Mountney missed every ball and Miss Cross
said, “First game to me, Mountney, balls to you”. Mountney replied,
“And balls to you Miss Cross. I told you I couldn’t play tennis”.
Robert Cross died in 1912, aged 74. There is a tablet to him on
the left hand side of the pulpit in Bakewell church.
Esther Cross continued to live at Milford House until her death in
1922, aged 77.
The 1881 census records show the head of the household was
Robert Cross (43), his wife Esther (36), the twins Esther and Mary (9),
Ida (8), Eleanor (6), Constance (5), Dorothy (3) and Zoe (2). Others
were Lucy Shaw (26), cook, Elizabeth Wilkinson (26), housemaid,
Annie Ward (23), nurse and Amy Holmes (18), nurse.
The house was sold to the Critchlow family who were butchers in
the town. Their original shop was in the main square. The shop with the
same name is now on Bridge Street. As far as I know they had three
children, Albert, William (Billy) and Irene (Poppy). The two houses
(semi-detached) built on the tennis court were for Billy, who had
(semi-‘Brentwood’ and married a lady called Freda Foulstone, and
Poppy who married Frank Nelson, owner of the pork butchers shop on
Buxton Road and lived at ‘South Croft’. Albert Critchlow was sent out
to Australia on a ship called the ‘Ormonde’ (the name then given to
Robert Cross’s extension) for allegedly getting a local girl in the family
way. Albert married in Australia and had a son called Albert who later
became the benefactor of the Critchlow’s estate because neither Poppy
nor Billy produced any children. ‘Ormonde’ was separated from
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Front cover of Milford House Hotel brochure

Milford House Hotel garden as seen from one of the bedrooms
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‘Milford House’ and was lived in by Mr. Mellow who owned the
gentleman’s outfitters in Bakewell Square, called Quail and Mellor.
Whether he owned it or rented it, I don’t know.
Milford House was sold after the Second World War in 1946 to a
man who owned the Red Lion public house in Bakewell. His name was
Pass. He converted it into a hotel and used it as an annexe to the Red
Lion. However, it is alleged that he was drunk one night and burnt the
deeds to Milford House, leaving the property without its history.
In 1949 the house was sold to a Mrs Bingham who owned
Riversdale on Castle Street, where she provided accommodation and
food for visitors to Bakewell. She was an older woman with money and
she was persuaded to buy Milford House and expand her business.
Sadly, she employed a business partner to help her run the business, but
he helped himself to the takings and she became bankrupt. Milford
House was put on the market in 1954 along with ‘Ormonde’ and
‘Milford Mews’ for a total of £12,000. No buyer came forward so in
1955 the property came up for auction in separate lots. Milford House
was bought by the Hunt family from Sheffield, Milford Mews was sold
to Mr. Cyril Truelove and ‘Ormonde’ was sold to a Miss Sayer, a retired
hospital matron, but not until 1957. She died in 1965 and my father
bought it and opened it up into Milford House again.
A marquee was put on the Milford lawn and all the contents and
fixtures sold. My father bought many of the contents to set the hotel up
again. These were hard times, not much money and very difficult to buy
furniture, carpets, etc. However, things did improve, business picked up
and then the Suez crisis hit us and petrol was rationed. I can remember
standing at the top of the road with my father waiting for a car to pass on
the A6. We were lucky if one passed every twenty minutes.
I worked at the D.P. Battery until its closure in 1970. I then
joined my father and brother Arthur at Milford House.
The business took off in the sixties when Harold McMillan said
“You never had it so good”. The Milford continued its success until we
sold out in 1999 to T.C. Harrison, motor factors from Sheffield, who
needed to find new premises for their head office. I am pleased to say
the house is continuing to be well maintained.
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JOHN LOMAS AND THE BLACK MARBLE WORKS
IN BAKEWELL
Stephen Briggs1
John Lomas was a significant figure in the history of the black
marble industry in Bakewell. Throughout the nineteenth century,
between 1816 and 1884, his family firm, John Lomas & Sons operated a
marble works from the mill which still stands on the River Wye.
This account of John Lomas and his family grew from a piece of
family history research, which we undertook to explore our maternal
ancestors. We found that the family history is closely connected with the
rise and fall of the marble industry during this period, and with wider
social and economic trends. The industry thrived during the midVictorian prosperity, and declined in the economic depression in the later
decades of the century. The impact of rapid social changes, migration to
the cities and emigration from Britain to America and Australia/New
Zealand all feature in the family history during this period.
The focus of this article is on the family members, John Lomas
and his children, and their involvement with the black marble industry.
The account draws chiefly on census data, registrations of births,
marriages and deaths, supplemented by published material, and we draw
particularly on two papers by Trevor Brighton (1995 and 1997) and
J.M.Tomlinson’s book (1996). Some internet sources –particularly those
provided by Derek Smith are added, though the information in some
instances requires corroboration.
Origins: 1816 - c1840
We know that John Lomas (1797-1853) was born in Derby, the second
of five children2 of Robert Lomas (1777-1822) and Elizabeth (née Hilton
1775 -1815), but how he began his career in the black marble industry is
1
Address for correspondence: Professor Stephen Briggs, 97 The Ridge,
Orpington, Kent BR68AG, stephen.briggs36700@gmail.com

2
One of his brothers is called Robert (b 1798), and one of this brother’s
children may have been the father of Robert Lomas, who became the manager of the
Marble Works in Derby in 1860. See below page 8.
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uncertain. Derek Smith suggests he was apprenticed as a marble mason
in Derby before moving to Bakewell in around 1815, probably, therefore,
after the death of his mother. He married Elizabeth Smith (1787-1878) in
1816 in Bakewell Church.
John Lomas may have begun working in Ashford before
purchasing the mill at the Grammer Croft site in Bakewell from Henry or
White Watson. Trevor Brighton (1997) assesses the date of purchase to
be 1806, based on a trade advertisement, but this date is clearly
impossible and 1816 is more likely. The trade advertisement posted by
Francis Norman in 1886, from which Brighton derives his dating for the
purchase of the mill refers to the mill being ‘established 80 years’. Either
this is a mistake - perhaps 70 years would have been possible - or there
must have been someone else owning the mill before 1816. The
suggestion made by Derek Smith that a dowry formed the capital for
Lomas’ introduction to the business seems plausible, but is as yet
unverified. It does seem that the business appears to have flourished,
with a new mill being built in Bakewell, and a significant workforce
being taken on to cut and polish the marble, quarried from the duke of
Rutland’s estates. There is a reference that in the Bakewell mill, ‘blocks
of the finest quality were sawn and polished for various uses” (Glover,
quoted in Brighton 1995, page 64).
After purchasing the mill in Bakewell, John continued to work at
Ashford for a time, certainly between 1827 and 1829 (Tomlinson 1996,
source Derbyshire Directory); the Derbyshire Directory lists the firm
active in Bakewell between 1828 and 1884 while in 1829 Pigot lists John
Lomas at Marble Mill, Bakewell. In 1833, 12 men were employed in the
works (Tomlinson 1996).
Lomas & Sons and the Great Exhibition c1840-1853
Bagshaw3 (1846) lists John Lomas & Sons at Wye Mill, Bakewell and
this references that at some point in the early 1840s John Lomas renamed
his business as a family firm. His sons, John (1819-1876), William (1820
-1888), Joseph (1824-1886) and Edward (1826-1893), were all ‘marble
men’ but their lives followed quite strikingly different courses.
3
Cited in Tomlinson 1996, p43
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By 1847 the Bakewell Marble Works was recorded as being
operated by John Lomas & Sons, and they also held the lease from the
duke of Rutland of a black marble quarry, at Blackstone Hollow below
Green Cowden beside the Bakewell to Monyash Road (Brighton 1997,
p66). It appears the business prospered as the Victorian boom in black
marble reached its peak during the years of mid-Victorian prosperity.
In 1851, Joseph, married by then, was living in Great Longstone,
but the other sons continue to be registered in the 1851 census as living
in the marble works. John junior was married in 1848 but continued to
give the Marble Works as his address. This raises a curiosity about the
way the families lived in relation to their work; family living and
working ‘on site’ is depicted, like the pre-industrial cottage industries
and unlike the Victorian factories. Further study of the social and family
lives of these marble families is indicated.
The Great Exhibition in London in 1851 elevated John Lomas &
Sons to the national stage; the exhibition catalogue has the following
listing:
Page 138, Class 27; North side: Manufacturers in Mineral substances,
for building etc
81 Lomas, J. Bakewell, Manu. – Pedestals and Chimney piece of
Derbyshire marble, the frieze inlaid
Tomlinson lists a longer entry:
81 Lomas, John, Bakewell – Manufacturer: Pedestals of Derbyshire
marble, intended for busts. Chimneypiece of Derbyshire black and Siena
marbles, inlaid with design in mosaic. Chimney piece of the Derbyshire
rosewood marble, parts of which are sculptured (1996, p62)
The Exhibition Juries awarded a prize medal to John Lomas for a
“Chimney piece of Black Derbyshire Marble introducing inlaid work in
marble” (1996, p62). Prize medals were also awarded for black marble to
three other Derbyshire exhibitors and an honourable mention to a fourth
(Tomlinson 1996 p 62). The Jury report comments on John Lomas’
exhibit:
“Mr Lomas, who sends a chimney-piece of black marble, inlaid in
mosaic, in a pattern to a certain extent original, though adopted from the
antique. The attempt of this exhibitor to introduce good designs in
Derbyshire mosaic into house decoration, is referred to with satisfaction
by the Jury; and they consider not only the idea, but, in a great measure,
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the design and execution of the work a worthy of the Prize Medal. The
inlaid work is well done, though the introduction of Sienna marble in the
capital of the columns supporting the mantelshelf is injurious to the
general effect” (Tomlinson 1996, p65)
There is a photograph of John Lomas, thought to be one of the
earliest of its kind in Derbyshire, photographed by B.W. Bentley (see
below):
“A daguerreotype submitted by Derek Smith has been identified as being
of John Lomas of Bakewell, who died on 26 June 1853. Family
members state that prior to being damaged successively by damp and in a
robbery, the date of 1851 was legible on the book being held by the
subject, and they believe that the photo was taken at that time. If this is
the case, then this may be one of the earliest surviving photographs taken
in Derbyshire” 4. The photograph of John Lomas seems a remarkable
image for the early 1850s, showing a robust man in apparently good
health, the proprietor of the firm, which is clearly successful and gaining
recognition. The date on the book, 1851, has some significance for the
family firm, as the year of the success at the Great Exhibition; it could
possibly be a guide to the exhibition.
Trevor Brighton (1997, page 61) refers to John Lomas’ son, the
younger John Lomas, managing the stall at the Great Exhibition, and this
may well be accurate5. However, the census evidence for 1851 places
John senior as the proprietor and John junior as a ‘marble mason’ and it
would seem most likely that John senior was still actively involved in the
business. John senior died, perhaps suddenly, in 18536 and the mantle of
proprietor at that point passed to John junior and his brothers.
Despite their success at the 1851 Great Exhibition there is no evidence to
indicate the family took part in subsequent exhibitions, either nationally
or locally (Tomlinson 1996, pages 67-70), though why this should be the
4
Retrieved from
www.Freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~brett/photos/bwbentley.htm

5
It would be interesting to be able to discover more about the experiences of
actually travelling from Bakewell to Crystal Palace (along with the bulky marble
exhibits). Bakewell railway station did not open until 1863.

6
He is buried in Little Longstone churchyard
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case is not easy to understand, given the success in 1851. Following
John Lomas senior’s death in 1853 there may have been a change in
emphasis in the firm, as it is known that the firm came to focus on
producing chimney pieces, monuments and tables (Tomlinson 1997, p
43).

Dagguerrotype of John Lomasc1851
Photographed by B.W. Bentley
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The next generation 1853 - 1874
In the 1851 census all four sons, John, Joseph, William and
Edward, are registered as marble masons working in the family firm. In
the years following John Lomas’ death, three of the four sons left
Bakewell. William was the first to leave. By 1861 he had moved to
Sheffield, married Maria (née Hill) and had two children. In 1871 the
family had a servant and by occupation William was an engraver in
stone. He was the first member of the family to move into the city, but by
no means the last, and later he was listed in the 1881 census as a
‘memorial engraver in stone’. After his death in 1888, his older son
Frederick was taken into the workhouse, the shadow of which lay around
these families in hard times.
Joseph was still in Bakewell in the 1861 census. He married
Hannah (née Rhodes), who came from Sheffield, and they had eight
children (three died in childhood). In 1851 they lived at 88 Holme
Cottage, Great Longstone, with a servant, and Joseph was a marble
mason. In 1861 he lived at 56 The Hill, Bakewell, and his occupation is
listed, specifically as “marble chimney piece manufacturer”. It is not
clear if he was still working within John Lomas & Sons or whether he
had already started a separate business specialising in marble chimney
pieces. By 1871 he and his family had moved to Scarborough, and
Joseph was then working as a ‘manufacturer of Marble Chimney Pieces”.
In 1881 they had moved to 21 West Square, Scarborough, and Joseph
lists his occupation as “marble mason”.
It seems probable that Joseph had left the Lomas & Sons firm by
1861, and that John jnr. and the youngest son, Edward, were partners,
probably working together in this way from the mid 1850s. It seems
reasonable to conclude that the firm could not support, economically.
all the brothers. In the 1861 census John and Joseph are listed as
‘proprietor’ of the firm. We also learn about the existence of a legal
partnership between the two brothers through its dissolution in 1874. On
3rd July of that year, an advertisement in the London Gazette and one in
the High Peak News the following day, as discovered by Trevor
Brighton (1997 p61), announce the end of the partnership. The
advertisement reads:
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“Notice is hereby given that the Partnership heretofore subsisting
between John Lomas and Edward Lomas, in the trade or business of
Marble Manufacturers, carried on at Bakewell…under the firm of John
Lomas and Sons, was on the 30th day of June last dissolved by mutual
consent; and in the future the business will be carried on under the same
style of John Lomas and Sons by the said Edward Lomas alone on his
own account, and he will pay and receive all debts owing from and to the
said partnership in the regular cause of trade”.
The wording of the Notice indicates the partnership between the
two brothers has been operative for some time, adding credence, through
the absence of reference to him, that the other brother, Joseph, had left
the firm earlier, probably by 1860. The reason for John leaving the
marble company is that he, along with his son, John Mitchell Lomas,
emigrated to New Zealand in 1874. A record of the son’s epic journey
exists; he left Liverpool on February 12th and travelled via New York and
San Francisco, to arrive in Auckland on March 8th 1875, before settling
in Dunedin. The record of John Mitchell’s journey, retrieved from an online source posted by Derek Smith, is appended below. However, there is
no record available for John’s journey and we can only speculate
whether he travelled with his son, John Mitchell, on 14th February, or
followed afterwards. It seems clear that John Lomas severed his links
with John Lomas and Sons as a consequence of making the decision to
leave for New Zealand, though there are two possibilities for the exact
sequence of events. He could have left the legal niceties of the
dissolution of the Marble partnership to be finalised in June 1874 after
his emigration. Alternatively, he could have travelled after his son,
leaving Bakewell when the arrangements for the business had been
finalised. John Mitchell Lomas was, unusually, an only child and we do
not know if John’s wife, Harriet Margaret Lissant (née Mitchell) was
involved in the travel plans as we have not been able to locate evidence
of the date of her death. The journey they undertook would have been
extremely arduous7, and the motives for joining the many emigrating at
this time would have needed serious consideration. In fact John reached
7
Emigration to the New World became safer with the arrival of steam ships
from around 1870, and loss of life during the voyages decreased then compared with
the years of sail; it was nevertheless a considerable undertaking.
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New Zealand and died soon afterwards in Dunedin, on 18 Sep 1876.
John Mitchell Lomas became established in Christchurch as an organist
and music teacher8.
Decline and fall of John Lomas & Sons 1874-1884
Edward Lomas was the last proprietor of John Lomas & Sons. In
consecutive census returns he is listed as ‘proprietor of marble works
(1861), ‘marble mason master (1871) and ‘marble master and employer
of 6 men’ (1881). He married Caroline Lucy Milward (born in Edensor,
1826, and died Bakewell, 1890) and they had seven children. In 1861 he
lived at 147 South Church Street, in 1871 at 130 South Church Street,
and in 1881 his address was the Marble Works, Coombe Lane.
With 6 men employed in the firm in 1881, John
Lomas & Sons continued to be a substantial firm,
but in 1884 Edward Lomas sold the Coombe Lane
mill to Francis Norman, builder and timber
merchant, for the sum of £1,100. Edward also
undertook to work no longer as a dealer in marble
manufacturing or polishing ‘within 12 miles of
Bakewell church’ (Brighton 1997, page 62). In
1891 he was recorded as living at 90 Baslow Road
and working as a coal merchant.
One theory about Edward’s sale of the mill is that it was brought
about by the decline of the black marble industry, due to difficulties in
both supply and demand. There are contradictory accounts as to whether
black marble was still available to cut from the quarries or whether the
accessible stone ran out in Ashford, but demand did fall and the markets
in the late Victorian period ceased to support the industry: “It is a
lamentable fact that this beautiful industry seems to be dying out” (24th
May 1884, exhibition of Marble and Inlaid Works, Matlock Bath, in
Tomlinson 1997, p70). However, Francis Norman continued to
manufacture marble products at the Marble Works in Bakewell until his
death in 1891. C F Groom then became proprietor and the marble works
continued to be productive until around 1900, when it became a timber
8
Another family member to emigrate was Edward Lomas’ son, also called
Edward (1858-1938), who left Bakewell for Sacramento, California.
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works (Brighton 1997, p 63-64). Edward Lomas’ sale of the mill in
1884, when he was approaching his 60th birthday, may have been based
on an assessment that the industry was less viable at that time, but it
could equally have been based on a preference for a different way of
earning a living. Edward may have had some financial need which was
met by the sale of the works, and the implication of his agreement not to
practice the trade “within 12 miles of Bakewell church” is unexplained.
It is clear that Edward did end the family’s direct involvement in
the marble industry rather than becoming involved in a venture in the
marble industry in Derby, as Trevor Brighton suggests (1997, p62). The
Robert Lomas who became manager of the Hall and Co. Marble Works
in Derby is not Edward’s son, as Brighton records, but probably the
descendent of the Robert Lomas of Derby who was John Lomas senior’s
father.
Whether the sale of the Marble works amounted to a fall or a rise
in the family’s fortunes, smart business or a response to perhaps
straightened circumstances, we see during these years that the family
appeared to have middle class aspirations, in education and music. John
Mitchell Lomas was not the only family member who had a musical
apprenticeship, leading eventually to his successful musical career in
New Zealand; the mantle was passed down to the next generations. The
way of life and the aspirations, and social vulnerabilities, of the family so
immersed in the marble business require further exploration.
Summary
This account traces the family of John Lomas & Sons during the
period that they owned the Marble Works in Bakewell, that is, between
1816 and 1884. The business John Lomas founded flourished, receiving
recognition in the Prize Medal awarded at the Great Exhibition in 1851.
John Lomas’ sons followed in the business, with the final years of the
firm being under the proprietorship of the youngest son, Edward.
As a postscript, the next generation of the family continued to be
involved in the marble industry through one of Edward’s sons, Frederick,
who was a marble mason in Bakewell in the 1890s, living on The
Avenue in 1891. Frederick then moved to Sheffield in pursuit of his
trade, and the 1901 census found him staying in Sheffield while the rest
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of his family were living in Bakewell. But soon thereafter his family
joined Frederick in Sheffield.
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Appendix:
John Mitchell Lomas’ journey to New Zealand: “LOMAS, John Mitchell - b
17 Aug 1851 in Bakewell Derbys, son of JOHN LOMAS - Marble Mason
living at the Marble Works Bakewell. Left
Liverpool on the White Star Line vessel "Celtic"
at 5pm on the 12th February 1874 bound for
New York. Arrived in New York Monday 23rd
February 1874. Left New York on Saturday 28th
February 1874 (noted a long procession of
policemen for the funeral of chief commissioner
SMITH). Reached Aspinall at 5.30 am on
Monday March 7th 1874. Took a train to
Panama and boarded the paddle steamer
"Arizona" at 5.30pm bound for San Francisco
via San Jose, Acapulco, Mansanillo and
Marvizatlan arriving in San Francisco harbour
at2.00pm on March 30th 1874. Stayed in the
USA until January 1875. Set sail for New
Zealand on Sunday February 7th 1875. Landed in Auckland at 4.00pm on
March 8th 1875. Carried on to Port Chalmbers and then to Dunedin. Married
Margaret Letitia SHAND in New Zealand and started an extensive family who
are still in New Zealand. John Mitchell LOMAS died on 23rd April 1933 in
Dunedin New Zealand”. He became a music teacher in New Zealand.
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THE ORIGINAL LOCATION OF LADY MANNERS
GRAMMAR SCHOOL IN BAKEWELL?
Trevor Brighton & Hilary Young
Lady Manners Grammar School was first established by Grace,
widow of Sir George Manners of Haddon, on 20th May, 1636. In her
deed of foundation she determined ‘to make some provision for
mayntayninge of a Schoolemaister for ever to teach a free Schoole within
the Townshippe of Bakewell and Great Rowsley, aforesaid in good
learninge and Christian religion’.
To this end she granted £15 per annum to enable the new school’s
trustees to recommend ‘an able and sufficient person to be
Schoolemaister, to teach and train upp youth… in a convenient place in
Bakewell aforesaid, to be appointed by Lords of the Manor of Haddon’.
She stipulated further that ‘Noe person shall be appointed, nominated or
placed to be a Schoolemaister in Bakewell, aforesaid, or receave or take
anie benefit by the said Annuitie or rente, but such a person as shall be
sole and unmarried. And if the said Schoolemaister shall at any time
afterward marry, or shall live disorderly or scandalously then (he) …
shall have no benefit by the said annuity or rent charge, but shall be
displaced from the said Schoole’.Lady Grace reiterated the terms of this
deed in her will of 1649 and increased the annuity to £20 per annum to
be guaranteed in perpetuity ‘for the use and maintenance of the said
Grammer Schoole’.
Such endowments for small schools were quite common in the
towns and villages of 16th and 17th century England and Wales. The
premises were correspondingly small, more often in an adapted house
than a new building. The Bakewell school adopted the former solution
and naturally was housed in rented Manners property in the town. A
strong tradition locates the school on the south boundary of the parish
churchyard in what at the time was the most westerly of a range of grassthatched cottages (now in South Church Street). Some have scoffed at
this suggestion considering the cottage far too small to accommodate
a grammar school. However, let us consider the following points:57

Monument of Grace, Lady Manners
in the Newark of Bakewell Church
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1.
The school would initially attract only a handful of boys, perhaps
six or so, who could be taught in a living room.
2.
None was a boarder.
3.
The master had to be a bachelor. Usually such men were lately
out of university and were eventually seeking ordination into the
Anglican Church.
Whilst the boys could be taught in the master’s house, the
proximity of the church might well be read into ‘a convenient place’ for
the school. The master and boys were expected to attend some services
there and some teaching would almost certainly have taken place there.
Such an arrangement was well known in town and village churches
before and after the Reformation where the origins of many later
grammar schools were in vestries, chapels and chantries. This last
location would certainly suffice in Bakewell. The chantry of the Blessed
Virgin in the Newark had been dissolved in accordance with an Act of
Edward VI in 1547. Part of the Newark now accommodated the
monuments of the Vernon and Manners families. The last of these
monuments to be installed was that to Sir George Manners and his wife
Lady Grace. It would seem appropriate, then, for the school’s foundress
to look down on the recipients of her charity. There is no documentary
evidence to prove that boys were taught in the Newark, but there may be
‘written’ indications in the graffiti incised on the alabaster effigy of Sir
Thomas Wendesly (died 1403).
The gradual growth of small country grammar schools in the late
th
17 century often required a new school or further makeshift
accommodation. My own (T.B’s) grammar school in Staveley,
Derbyshire (founded 1572) was rehoused in a purpose-built school a
century later. The building still survives and illustrates perfectly how the
unmarried master’s accommodation was integral with a single
schoolroom for up to twenty non-boarding boys of varying ages. The
panelling around the classroom is carved with names, dates and other
graffiti; even the fine surviving master’s desk didn’t escape – just like the
torso of Sir Thomas Wendesley. Such defacement indicates the absence
or inattention of the masters or the idle hands of the boys.
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Staveley Netherthorpe Grammar School,
Headmaster’s house and integral classroom built c1690.
(Watercolour by Sheila Smith)

Bakewell’s little grammar school also grew as better-off residents
increasingly saw the benefits of educating their sons. More room was
needed and it appears that another and larger cottage was attached to the
original one on the edge of the churchyard. This is known today as the
Old Cottage in South Church Street. Hilary Young who lives there has
contributed the following information:It has been assumed that the school was in one of the row of the
then thatched cottages that back on to the churchyard. What is now
known as ‘The Old Cottage’ was built later – the tie beam in the centre
of the cottage has been dated by dendrochronology as having been felled
in 1683/5. However, it may have been a reused timber, so the building
could be of early eighteenth century date. It is recorded in the terrier of
the 1799 estate map as ‘house, shop and stackyard’.
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The thatched cottages in South Church Street c1900.
The Old Cottage is at the top with the school’s suggested original location immediately
below.

Exterior of The Old Cottage looking west. 19thC restoration of door and windows.
Stone slated roof and brick chimney stacks. The lower cottage was where the school
traditionally began.
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The site from the churchyard wall.

The church stands on a natural hill and the land would have
originally sloped down to a narrow lane which is now South Church
Street. At some point the boundaries of the churchyard were defined by
stone walls. Dick Alcock’s papers refer to an inspection in 1663 which
records how the various subsidiary chapelries were each responsible for
maintaining a specified section of the churchyard wall. The lychgate was
then at the south east (Church Alley/South Church Street) corner. The
record goes clockwise around the churchyard and shows that Rowsley
and Nether Haddon were responsible for the wall starting at the lychgate
and continuing ‘to the House of The Ladys Chantry, formerly so called,
now The School House’. That would seem to be the cottage immediately
below where The Old Cottage would later be built.
The question is why did the Manners Estate build the house?
With its garden it takes a big slice out of what was part of the burial
ground of the churchyard (bones carbon-dated 1280-1320 have been
found). The suggestion is that it was built to expand the school and that,
in particular, the first floor room on the east side would have been a
schoolroom. For a cottage, this room is large, being 12’x16 ’with a
ceiling height of 10’.
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. It has a doorway that used to give access to the thatched cottage below –
the former Lady’s Chantry. The short stepped passage through the wall
is skewed to get between the two chimney breasts. The room would have
been self-contained with apparently no door into the western first floor
room. The doorway on the right was made through to the bathroom
extension in 1960. (The books on the right sit in what was a north-facing
window). The staircase was cut into the floor probably when the Victorian
improvements were made.

.

Looking NW to a doorway cutting through a c1685 tie beam.
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.

Skewed NE doorway beside chimney
breast from next cottag

Tie beam cut to make a doorway
to the west room.
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Unfortunately, the roof of that thatched cottage below collapsed and it
was demolished in the 1950s. It was rebuilt in the 1980s. The timber
lintel to the doorway into the Old Cottage was visible in the party wall
before rebuilding.
In 1709 the Duke of Rutland extended the accommodation of the
almshouses of St. John’s Hospital, just below the school house, and built
what is now known as the Old Town Hall. The upstairs room served as a
meeting place for discussion of town business, the magistrates’ court and
the church vestry. Sometime after 1709 this also served as a classroom
for the grammar school which had outgrown the cottage accommodation
higher up South Church Street.

Photography by George Challenger
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RIFLE RANGES OF BAKEWELL
John Cooper and George Challenger

On Haddon Estate land, near Coombs viaduct, is a large structure
which was where targets for rifle practice were raised above a concrete
bunker for the operatives’ safety. We were given permission to
photograph it.
Bakewell, The Ancient Capital of the Peak (2005) by Trevor
Brighton records that the duke of Rutland provided a shooting range near
Coombs viaduct for the volunteer rifle corps which had been formed by
1860. C R Allcock's Bakewell, an Illustrated History (1978) mentioned
that 'one result of the Boer War was an upsurge in voluntary military
training. A Bakewell company of the Derbyshire Rifle Volunteers had
existed for many years, but now better facilities became available for the
training of a local company of the Sherwood Foresters and for a troop of
the Derbyshire Imperial Yeomanry’.
To the south east of the butts, beyond the road to Elliotholme
Lodge, is the stepped hillside shown on the map and now well wooded.
Richard Marshall (keeper at Elliotholme Lodge nearby and son of a
keeper) thinks the steps in the hillside behind would have been for
further targets, He thinks that the range was used by the Home Guard in
the Second World War. He remembers picking up cartridge cases.
`Other rifle ranges are thought to have existed in Bakewell.
Richard Marshall thinks that there was a range at the head of Coombs
with the steps still showing.
I recall Dick Allcock saying that a rifle range in Deepdale (now
the business park on Ashford Road) was opened by Lord Kerry, probably
Henry Charles Kerry, 5th Marques of Lansdowne (1845-1927. Like his
grandfather, he was a prominent statesman and was Secretary of State for
War from 1895 to 1900.
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OS map, 6 inches to 1 mile, dated 1955 but not revised since before 1930, showing the
butts, flagstaff and shooting positions stretching 600 yards to the north west.

Bakewell Rifle Club meeting addressed by Mr Morton in May 1908.
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The head of Coombs showing steps which may have been for targets
(or may be just animal tracks)

Steps in the hillside
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Bunker wall
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i
Mechanism for hoisting the targets

Butts near Dolgellau
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Self-portrait of John Constable
about the time of his tour of the Peak in 1801.
Courtesy of National Portrait Gallery, London
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JOHN CONSTABLE AT HADDON HALL
17TH AUGUST 1801
Trevor Brighton
This year, 2014, has been notable for the celebration of landscape
painting in Britain in the Romantic Period. First, the National Museum
of Wales mounted an exhibition on Wales’ greatest artist entitled
Richard Wilson and the transformation of European Landscape Painting
(3rd July to 26th October 2014). This was followed by a brief
appreciation of Wilson (1714 – 82) on the BBC’s Countryfile in
December. Wilson influenced John Constable (1736–1837) who was
commemorated in the Victoria and Albert Museum’s exhibition The
Making of a Master, John Constable (20th September, 2014 to 11th
January 2015). These exhibitions paved the way for the release of the
film Mr. Turner, in which Timothy Spall played the title role of the artist
J.M.W. Turner (1775 – 1851).
Against this flurry of interest three sketches by John Constable
have come to light at Haddon Hall and Lord Edward Manners has kindly
allowed them to be reproduced here. These are sketches I had not known
about when I compiled a catalogue of the drawings from Constable’s
broken-up and dispersed sketchbook of 1801. The article I wrote in this
Journal (vol. 22, 1995) was entitled Constable’s sketching tour of the
Peak, 31st July – to 20th August ). In 2001, on the bi-centenary of
Constable’s tour, I mounted an exhibition of his known sketches in
Bakewell Town Hall as part of the Bakewell Arts Festival. Now the
newly-discovered sketches can be set within the context of Constable’s
tour.
Aged 25, Constable had decided not to join his father in the
family milling business. He enrolled at the Royal Academy Schools
under the tutorship of Joseph Farrington R.A.
In the fine summer of 1801 he travelled to Staffordshire to visit
his sister’s in-laws of the Whalley family at Great Fenton, a village
outside what is known today as Stoke on Trent. From here his tour into
Derbyshire began and Daniel Whalley senior, father of the family,
recorded in his diary on 31ST73 July, 1801:
“ Abt 9 this morning Son
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Daniel and Mr. John Constable set out on a tour in the Peake in
Derbyshire.”

Sketch at V. and A. of fishing bridge and chapel at Haddon Hall.
Pencil and wash by Constable dated August 17th, 1801.

North entrance to Haddon Hall,
Pencil and wash by Constable dated ‘August 17th’ 1801. See JBH
S.

They travelled on horseback and in the Journal for 1995 I traced their
journey. Constable took a sketchbook of white paper, some blue paper,
pencils, watercolours and chalks.
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What concerns us here is the sketch book, which contained most
of his Peak views. This was broken up some years after his death. In
1888 his last surviving daughter, Isabel, gave 12 of the sketches to the
Victoria and Albert Museum, where they are still kept; the remainder
were sold by auction and scattered.
The V. and A. has two of the sketches Constable executed at
Haddon Hall – ‘(Fishing) Bridge with Trees and Buildings at Haddon’
and ‘Haddon Hall (North entrance tower)’. Both are inscribed and dated
’17 Aug.’ and are illustrated in the 1995 Journal.
However, Constable, who probably stayed at the White Horse in
Bakewell, spent a whole day exploring external views of Haddon before
proceeding to Edensor and Chatsworth the following day.
The three additional sketches now at Haddon Hall are as follows:
1. A pencil drawing taken from across the River Wye with the
carriage bridge on the left and the south side of the Hall from the
chapel to Peveril’s Tower. The view is picturesquely softened by
the trees of the overgrown Tudor gardens. It is inscribed top right
in Constable’s hand, ‘Haddon Hall 17 Aug’. It is mounted and
framed. The 9th Duke of Rutland acquired it around 1933 when
he was accumulating material associated with the house he had
restored and lived in.
2. This is the uppermost of two sketches mounted together but
unframed and is again a view from across the Wye. It looks up to
the chapel and its belfry with the carriage bridge on the extreme
left and the fishing bridge on the right. The buildings form a
triangularity against which to sketch the trees.
3. Below is an associated sketch looking up to the chapel from the
near bank. A sensitive drawing of a large tree frames the chapel
in its branches. Again it is inscribed in Constable’s hand,
‘Haddon Aug. 17.’
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View of Haddon Hall from the river Wye. Pencil sketch by
Constable. Mounted and framed. (At Haddon Hall.)

View of entrance bridge, fishing bridge and chapel at Haddon Hall.
Pencil sketch by Constable. Dated ‘August 17th’and mounted.
(At Haddon Hall.)
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Study of tree beneath chapel at Haddon Hall by Constable.
Pencil sketch dated ‘August 17th’ and mounted. (At Haddon Hall.)

Sketches 2 and 3 were bought as lot 48 at Sotheby’s on 26th November,
1929 for £10. The Duke placed them in a large folio of watercolours of
Haddon Hall by John Buckler (1812) together with others by Thomas
Allen (1802). The 9th Duke inscribed the bound folio: ‘I bought this
book from Lord Belper for £150 in 1927. Rutland.’
Having stayed in Bakewell on the night of the 17th August,
Constable rode over to Edensor the following day where he made two
studies in pencil and wash on the 18th, both inscribed ‘Entrance to the
Village of Edensor’. On the 19th he travelled again to Dovedale and
made his last two sketches of the tour.
Interestingly he met his tutor, Joseph Farrington, who was also on
tour in the Peak. Farrington recorded in his diary for 19th August:
“At 9 o’clock we entered Dovedale – I made a sketch of the first
appearance of the entrance and while I was so employed Mr.
Constable came up to me. He having come a second time to make
studies here. He was accompanied by a Mr. Whalley who lives near
Newcastle in Staffordshire.”
The next day the pair returned to Great Fenton where Daniel
Whalley senior entered in his diary:
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“Son Daniel and Mr. John Constable return’d from their 3 weeks Tour
into Derbyshire abt Ten in the Ev’ing – a very fine excessively hot
harvest day.”

Acknowledgements: The writer is grateful to Lord Edward Manners for
permission to publish the three Constable sketches at Haddon Hall.
The self portrait of John Constable is in the collections of the National Portrait
Gallery, London.
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ROBERT BLINCOE,
A SLAVE OF THE FACTORY SYSTEM
George Challenger
The title of John Waller’s The Real Oliver Twist (Icon Books,
2005) refers to the fact that Robert Blincoe’s story became so well
known that Charles Dickens was certain to know it when he wrote Oliver
Twist.
It has several points of interest for Bakewellians, though it is
incorrect in its description of Bakewell (perhaps forgiveable in someone
writing in the USA).
The main thread of the book is to show how A Memoire of
Robert Blincoe by John Brown, published in 1832 (and in 1977 by
Caliban Books) brought awareness of the appalling conditions and
brutality meted out to parish ‘apprentices’ (i.e. slaves) sent to cotton
mills from workhouses to reduce the ratepayers' burden. Litton Mill in
Millers Dale was probably the worst example and was endured by Robert
Blincoe for many years. He looked back fondly to the better conditions
in St. Pancras workhouse. He refused to be ground down and eventually
made good with his own business in Manchester (employing people
crippled by machinery who would otherwise be beggars). He brought up
a son, also Robert, who graduated at Cambridge and became a famous
evangelical Anglican preacher.
The book sets in much detail the social, economic and political
scenes for the period after Richard Arkwright pioneered the factory
system at Cromford in 1771 and hundreds of cotton mills had started up
in the north of England. Some mill owners, like Arkwright, Strutt at
Belper and Robert Owen at New Lanark, provided reasonable conditions
and realised that they were good for production. Most mill owners
opposed statutory regulation, citing political economists like Adam
Smith who argued that self-interested competition in the free market
would tend to benefit society. Any regulation would mean that foreign
competitors would gain an advantage. (Don't we today hear the same
arguments against regulation by exploiters of child labour in Asia and
even by bankers?) After decades of campaigning for a ten-hour
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working day a committee was set up which questioned former mill
workers including Blincoe. They described how workers fell asleep over
machinery and were too tired to eat before going to bed. Edwin
Chadwick's * report led to the 1833 Factory Act which restricted 9 to 13
80

year old children to 8 hours of work a day (usually done in shifts) and to
12 hours a day for children up to 18. The youngest workers were to have
two hours schooling each day.
An earlier act was the 1802 Health and Morals of Apprentices
Act, promoted by Sir Robert Peel, a mill owner and father of prime
minister Peel. It required magistrates to appoint inspectors to visit mills
to check on their conditions in the mills and apprentice houses. The act
was widely ignored and inspectors were not very critical as they aspired
to the same gentlemen's milieu as mill owners. Bakewell's Dr Joseph
Denman** comes into the picture with his appointment as one of the
inspectors for the High Peak. He reported in 1807 with praise for
Bakewell and Calver mills, and also Cressbrook Mill (without
mentioning whether children there worked at night and received lessons).
He criticised weaving shops in Eyam for cramped conditions He was
critical of Litton Mill and was particularly displeased with the apprentice
house. This was the other side of the River Wye so that apprentices who
died there would be buried at Taddington and not add to the total buried
at Litton:
“Two rooms were clean and all the working rooms whitewashed and
in all was free ventilation. The privies were not well conducted. There
are about 80 apprentices, many of them I believe from the Foundling
Hospital, who are kept in a lodging house at no great distance from
the mill. These apprentices work successively at night though this is
prohibited by the Act. It is by no means certain to what hours they are
confined. They are not instructed during the working hours.”
Blincoe records how preparations were made for the inspectors' visits
and how it was made clear that apprentices who complained to the
inspectors would suffer.
Robert Blincoe and his wife are buried in Pott Shrigley
churchyard in the west of the Peak District. To find the grave stand at the
west of the church with the main tower door behind you, proceed along
the gravel path towards the gate. The grave is just to the right of the path
just under the edge of the canopy of the yew trees by the gate. Part of the
engraving (including part of the surname) has detached and is lying at the
foot of the headstone.
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*Edwin Chadwick was later employed by the Royal Commission enquiring into the
poor laws which resulted in the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834. It set up poor law
unions and new types of workhouse like Newholme. He was also a key member of the
commission which surveyed London's antiquated sewerage system and set about
ridding the capital of an estimated 200,000 cesspits, insisting that house drains should
connect to sewers and empty into the Thames (ultimately, a major contributing factor to
"The Great Stink" of 1858). The Commission was notable in that it employed Joseph
Bazalgette as Engineer. Bazalgette was then appointed chief engineer of the
Commission's successor, the Metropolitan Board of Works in 1856, and by the end of
the decade after "The Great Stink", his proposals for major sewers were being
implemented. (from Wikipedia). Incidentally, Joseph Bazalgette is an ancestor of Sir
Peter Bazalgette , Chair of Arts Council England, which now has a remit for museums.

** Joseph Denman was one of two sons of John Denman, apothecary. His epitaph in
Bakewell church mentions that Joseph became an eminent physician. He published a
book called Treatise on Buxton Water. He was a social climber and married the heiress
of Stoney Middleton Hall. The tablet was erected in 1815 by Joseph's brother Thomas
who became famous as court obstetrician and whose eldest son became Chief Justice,

