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PROGRAMME
2016
Mon 21 Mar

Pre-opening Coffee Morning from 10.30am at the Museum.

Wed 23 Mar

*Richard III’s life and death by Dr Trevor Brighton,
with briefing notes for May’s coach trip to exhibitions.

Wed 13 Apr

*Local archaeologist Major Harris was featured
on BBC precisely 80 years ago. The programme
and his discoveries are presented by members
Lillias Bendell et al.

Wed 18 May

Coach trip to Richard III exhibitions at Bosworth
Field and Leicester Cathedral. 8.30am from
Bakewell police station. Coach and entrance fees
£30. Bakewell DE45 1BG. For details see our
Newsletter.

Wed 15 June

Walk in Lathkill dale incl. mining history, with
the Civic Soc. Book with George Challenger.

Wed 22 June

*Anecdotes of Nelson’s Navy: an illustrated talk
by our member Clifford Mansfield.

Sat 25 June

Salmon and Strawberries, 7.30pm at the Museum. Please
book; for details see our Newsletter.

August

Visit Welbeck Abbey Portland Collection, by car
share. Please book with Trevor Brighton. For details please
see our Newsletter.

Wed 14 Sept

Visit historic Glossop by car share with the Civic
Society. Book with George Challenger.

Wed 28 Sept

* Illustrated talk by Clive Hart, archaeologist, on his
work of ‘10 years looking at Derbyshire villages’.

Wed 26 Oct

*Illustrated talk by Jan Stetka on Bidulph Grange
which the National Trust calls its ‘best existing
Victorian garden’.

Mon 7th Nov

End of season party, 5 till 7pm at the Museum.

Wed 23 Nov

*Illustrated talk by food historian Dr Mark Dawson
on the Derbyshire Oatcake.

2017
Late January

History Society New Year’s lunch at Hassop Hall.

Wed 25 Jan

*Illustrated talk de-coding the political symbolism of
Chatsworth interior decoration by Peter Day.

Wed 22 Feb

*AGM and projects update by Jan Stetka.

Late March

Pre-opening Coffee Morning from 10.30am at the
Museum.

*At the Friends Meeting House at 7.30pm. Non-members are welcome.

There are many other evening events at the Museum. These are described in
our Newsletter and on our website www.oldhousemuseum.org.uk.
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THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Jan Stetka
The Charity Commission requires an annual report of our
accomplishments compared with our declared aims. Our first aim is ‘to
conserve the Old House and provide education to the visiting public by
enhancing the museum contained therein’.
One of the ways that we enhance the museum is to provide an
annual exhibition of historical costumes on authentic mannequins. It is
a considerable challenge to conserve and exhibit our costume collection
in a Tudor house condemned as unfit for human habitation sixty years
ago. Two years ago we realised that we had an infestation of carpet
beetle. So we began a programme of trapping the insects, freezing over
a thousand costume items to rid them of the infestation and trying to
exclude them from all parts of the house. We owe it to our costume
team that the costumes are now free of carpet beetle and we have won
the Derbyshire museum award of the year for their ‘behind the scenes’
activity.
The project included the fitting of filters to chimneys to avoid
the ingress of insects and it was while our sole surviving open chimney
was being sealed that loose stone work from high up tumbled down into
the fireplace. The chimney and its supporting structure were unsafe.
There could have been a nasty accident as the chimney was over our
entrance porch and I suppose we owe the discovery to the search for the
beetles. Our local builder examined the chimney and immediately
ordered scaffolding so that it could be rebuilt. The job was completed
the day before we reopened for a new season.
Visiting groups to the museum are provided with food and a guided
tour of our house so that they can spend more time studying the exhibits in

depth. The income from these activities means that this year we will
make a profit of £7,000 over the regular costs of running our museum.
£7,000 just happens to be the cost of the chimney re-building work!
However, do try to respond to the plea from our catering team for help,
particularly with the chairs and tables set up for group visits.
5

The base plinth of our chimney before rebuilding.

Chimney and base plinth rebuilt.
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Our second aim is to ‘seek out and record aspects of historical
interest especially in the Bakewell area, in order that they may be
preserved for the benefit of posterity’.
Over the last five years a working group has recorded the
fragments of pre-conquest sculpture from the Bakewell area, which
probably has the largest collection in any one location in England.
With the help of the Heritage Lottery Fund, archaeology has been
undertaken to show that the cross-shafts are not on their original sites.
With the help of English Heritage, the composition of the stone has
been analysed to determine the strata from which they were quarried.
Chemical analysis of the dark grey surface has shown that this is due to
oxidisation rather than carbon deposits. Botanical analysis of surface
growth has shown it is algae rather than harmful lichen. Structural
analysis of the largest cross shaft has shown micro fractures due to a
fall. These are causing flaking of the sculpture. A failed base is likely
to result in a further fall. Taken together, this is probably the largest
scientific analysis of this type of sculpture, which dates back to the
formation of England.
The likely meaning of the sculpture on the two cross shafts has
been investigated and reported in previous journals. The meaning of a
third piece is reported in this current journal. The scientific analysis
pointed to the need to bring the two cross shafts in-doors for
conservation. However English Heritage (now Historic England) felt
they were designed to be out-doors. So a compromise conservation
strategy has been arrived at. I expect it will take the next five years to
implement, but what is ten years in the life of 1100 year old sculpture?
Finally we aim to ‘publish an annual journal and to provide a
programme of talks and visits’ for the continuing education of Society
members. We are very grateful to our President who has edited our
annual journal, recording local historical research for over 20 years.
Last year we had three visits by car-share, public transport and
coach. The programme included seven talks and four social events. All
were well attended. We are very grateful to the catering team who
provide food for our social events and refreshments after each of our
talks.
Looking back over 15 years, the museum has had £500,000 of
refurbishment and extension thanks to the Heritage Lottery Fund and
7

the Peak Park Sustainable Development Fund. It now requires the
services of our very capable manager for at least 4 days per week. So
we had planned to put the admission prices up on completion of the
extensions. But then the recession hit and people’s wages were reduced
in real term, so we held off. However, by the start of 2015 people’s
wages had recovered and visitor surveys showed that they thought a
price rise would be reasonable.
I am glad to say that visitor surveys still show over 90%
satisfaction with the service they receive and the new prices. Indeed we
had a record number of groups visiting in 2015. This has meant extra
work for the 100 or so volunteers who help. I am pleased to see
younger volunteers have joined us for office work. The number of
society members has increased to 240 so that will result in further
volunteers.
The number of forms we have to complete for central bodies has
resulted in a huge administration load this year. The time fell due to
reapply for museum accreditation and the numbers of questions asked
about our little museum are the same as for the British Museum. Also
we were required by Museum Development East Midlands to complete
a business diagnostic. They wanted to know our plans for the next five
years and what we felt to be our weaknesses that could threaten our
future business. We console ourselves with the fact that this results in
specialist help and grants to improve our future business.
Her Majesty’s Revenue & Customs has also extended its reach.
All the Gift Aid forms now have to be keyed into their spread-sheet and
the claim transmitted to HMRC via an on-line system. This enables
more extensive checking, but it does mean we are paid more promptly.
Also the 2015 Finance Act means that charities have to fill in a
corporate tax return on-line as though they were a large corporation.
The Charity Commission itself has extended the number of
areas for which we must have written policies, but these will help us for
the future. Notwithstanding all the above, it has been a very good year
financially and our splendid end of year party was well-deserved.
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HERALDRY IN BAKEWELL
III - THE ROYAL ARMS

Trevor Brighton
There is no lord of the manor of Bakewell today, but in late
Saxon times it was in the lordship of the King. After 1066 such royal
manors passed to the new Norman king, William I and in many cases to
his successors. This transference is recorded in the Domesday Book of
1084. Such royal ownership was established before the emergence of
heraldry in France and England in the second half of the 12th century
and thus there were no royal heraldic symbols in the church or town of
Bakewell at this time.
In the late 12th century Richard I granted the royal manor of
Bakewell to a loyal follower, Ralph Gernon, a wealthy Essex
landholder. During Richard’s absence on a crusade, his brother Prince
John, count of Mortain, granted the advowson (right to appoint the
priest), land endowments and tithes to his friend and counsellor Hugh
Nonant, bishop of Coventry and Lichfield. These awards in turn passed
to the Dean and Chapter of Coventry and Lichfield.
Since the manor and the church had passed from royal control
no royal arms are known to have been set up, even after the emergence
of heraldry and the succession of the Plantagenet line of kings. Oddly,
however, the first known appearance of the royal arms of England and
those of the later Plantagenet kings are the earliest example in the
church. Painted on a wooden shield they aroused much discussion
among writers in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. They were
attributed to Prince Arthur, the older brother of Henry VIII and first
husband of Catherine of Aragon. But this shield, which is neither a
battle nor a jousting shield, is of a later date and has been wrongly
attributed to the Prince on the tenuous reasoning that Sir Henry Vernon,
his governor and treasurer, must have entertained him at Haddon Hall.
Indeed, in the 19th century a room at Haddon was called ‘Prince
Arthur’s chamber’ and a fictitious story tells of his reveries beside an
ancient cross between Bakewell and Hassop. There is no evidence that
the young Prince ever came to this area.
9

Drawing of the 17th century funeral shield
of the Plantagenet arms of England.

The three dowelled pieces of wood which comprise the Plantagenet
shield have an iron loop behind them for hanging. The shield would
have been fixed with others on a splendid funeral carriage which bore
the body of Sir John Manners (d1611) or his son Sir George (d 1623)
from Haddon to Bakewell church. These Plantagenet arms derive from
the direct descent of the first earl of Rutland from Edward III.
The earliest appearance of royal arms in the church relating
directly to the reigning monarch is the full achievement of Charles II.
This display on a wooden ground is in keeping with England’s
protestant Reformation and the Act of Supremacy of 1534.
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Henry VIII used Parliament to remove the power of the Pope
from the English Church and to establish himself as its Head. Any
references to the Pope were forbidden and he was now addressed as the
bishop of Rome. Instead, the loyalty of the English Church and its
congregations was hailed by the erection of the royal arms in parish
churches. These arms were usually placed over the chancel arch to face
the congregation in the nave and to impress upon it that the power and

The heraldic achievement of King Charles II, 1678

authority over the Church and State was now vested in the English
Crown. Many churches replaced these arms on the accession of a new
monarch, eventually incorporating those of Scotland and Ireland after
1603.
Today most of these heraldic emblems have decayed and not
been replaced. However, Bakewell is fortunate in retaining this
exuberant display of the Royal Stuart Arms which once adorned the
pre-restoration arch into the crossing and chancel. The work is naïve
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and rustic, probably executed by a local sign writer or carriage painter,
rather than a professional heraldic artist. It certainly emphasises the
regal power in its display of royal crowns – two on the initials of the
royal cipher, another on the lion passant of the crest, a fourth on the
dexter lion supporter of England and an open coronet around the neck
of the Scottish unicorn. The largest crown surmounts the royal helm.
So many crowns are meant to eclipse the triple tiara (representing the
Trinity) borne by the Papacy.
Encircled by the Garter strap which warns the viewer not to
think ill of the King’s claims (in this case the right to the throne of
France – Honi soit qui mal y pense – Shame to whosoever thinks ill of
this) are the quartered arms of the United Kingdom. Yet the arms of
France, azure three fleurs de lys or, still take precedence and Charles II
still styles himself King of France before his kingship of England,
Scotland (2nd quarter) and Ireland (3rd quarter). The arms of France
were retained until the Treaty of Amiens in 1802 when, on the
insistence of Napoleon Bonaparte who held that France had been a
republic since the Revolution, they were dropped.
Beneath the ermine-lined mantling stand the royal supporters on
a mount strewn with red roses of England and bearing the ancient ‘cri
de guerre’ of the Plantagenets – Dieu et mon droit – God and my right.
The two supporters are clumsy renderings of what should be fierce yet
noble beasts, but their initial poor draughtsmanship has not been
improved by subsequent over-painting.
Most interesting of all in this royal achievement is the date 1678
following the royal motto. It does not refer to Charles II’s regnal years
(1660–1685). However 1678 was a very important point in the King’s
reign. Anxiety spread through the realm in that year as a plot was
revealed which proposed to murder Charles II and replace him with his
Roman Catholic brother James, duke of York. Britain would then
revert to the Roman Catholic faith. The king’s murder was to leave
nothing to chance. He was to be waylaid by Irish ruffians, or stabbed
by Jesuit priests, or shot in St. James’s Park, or poisoned by the
Queen’s physicians.
The prime mover in this plot was the rogue whose name it bears
throughout subsequent history – Titus Oates. This unprepossessing
scoundrel was described as squat, bull-necked and bow-legged with a
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jaw so enormous that his mouth appeared to be hideously in the
middle of his face. He was a
notorious liar and, by profession, a perjurer in an age when there was no
police force and the testimony of individuals went straight to the
magistrates. As a man of the cloth he had been an Anglican clergyman
and later a Jesuit priest! By 1678 he had reverted to Anglicanism again
and was intent on denouncing his former Catholic co-religionists by
swearing they were implicated in a Jesuit plot.

Contemporary Dutch print showing Titus Oates in the pillory. Below the
seven innocent victims are being carted off to Tyburn for execution. They are
13

displayed around the perjurer. Notice the nooses around their necks and the
knives plunged into their chests preparatory to disembowelling.

The King himself questioned Oates when he was brought before
the Privy Council and heard how the Pope, the General of the Jesuits,
the King of France and the Archbishop of Dublin were all involved in
the plot. Although Oates was exposed as a liar and perjurer, the general
public believed him and some hailed him as the saviour of the nation.
Undaunted, Oates went further and tried to implicate the King’s
Portuguese Queen, Catherine of Braganza in the plot.
The King survived the plot and its dangerous ramifications.
Oates was exposed to public derision in the stocks and later imprisoned.
He had horrified the nation and the Anglican Church. This is the
significance of the date on the Royal Arms in Bakewell church.
The only other surviving instance of the Royal Arms in the
church concerns the re-roofing of the nave in 1906. The new oak
beams were decorated with painted armorial bosses recording the arms
of ancient families such as the Gernons and Vernons and the Sees of
Lichfield and Southwell of which the parish of Bakewell had been part.
Finally, the eastern-most boss displays the arms of Edward VII
who was monarch at the time. These arms were first used by his
mother Queen Victoria, and are still the arms of the United Kingdom
today, as represented by the quarters of England (twice), Scotland and
Ireland. Since Wales is a principality its arms are subsumed by those of
England.
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The arms of Edward VII first borne by his mother Queen Victoria
in 1837 and still borne by Queen Elizabeth II.
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A MYSTERIOUS STONE HEAD FOUND IN
BAKEWELL

Jan Stetka

Gill Roberts, a member of our Society, found this medieval
looking stone head buried in her garden. It is about 7” wide and high.
Gill had been working with us on the pre-conquest sculpture at the
church. (See Chairman’s report p. ) With its drilled eye sockets, she
wondered if this could be from the same period.
This article relates what we know about the carved stone heads
at the church and compares them with Gill’s find.
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This broken fragment in the church shows, from the left, a
warrior with sword, next to an upside down body with head on the
ground next to another similar head with other people behind. The
warrior is probably Wayland the smith. The story is that he was
captured by the king along with his damaged magic sword. He was
asked to mend the sword, but kept the original and returned a replica.
With the mended magic sword he killed the king’s two sons and made
goblets from their skulls and jewellery for the queen from their eyes.
He intoxicated the king’s daughter with spirit served in one of the
goblets and raped her. His son was born and inherited the kingdom. A
similar scene appears on the Franks casket in the British Museum next
to a scene of the Nativity. The practice of juxtaposing pagan myth with
Christian story is typical of sculpture of this period. It is Dr. Phil
Sidebottom who first pointed out the above as Wayland the smith. For
our purpose, look at the shapes of all three heads in this sculpture. They
are all ‘oval’ rather than the ‘tri-angular’ shape of the newly discovered
head.
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Our next head was recorded at the church by NADFAS in 1989
who attributed it to the 9th or 10th century. Unfortunately the sculpture
was found to be missing in 1990, along with other small sculptures.
Again look at the oval shape of the head. Also the eyes are correctly
positioned about half way between the top of the head and the chin.
Whereas the eyes of the newly discovered sculpture are positioned
unrealistically high.
The next piece, the 9th century Bakewell Angel, was drawn by
Jean Stetka. She coloured it in the manner of the Lichfield Angel.
Again look at the oval of the head and the correct position of the eyes.

18

So the head shape and eye line of the newly found sculpture is different
from our church examples.
They are more like this:

Brigantia, the goddess of the local Iron Age tribe, as exhibited at the Castleton
information centre. Her image was found near a local Well.

So the Castleton Brigantia has a similar high eye line, long nose
and triangular taper to the chin. However, the eyes have eye lids, up at
the top of the nose, rather than drilled sockets. And the mouth has lips,
rather than the skeletal teeth of the newly found head.
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Brigantia (in Latin) or Briganti (in ancient Celtic) was the
fertility goddess of the Brigantes tribe which lived in the Pennines
during the Iron Age. She was revered locally from about 1,000BC to
about AD 1,000. The fact that her head was found near Russett Well
may be associated with the life-giving properties of water sources. And
Gill’s garden is near the course of Holy Well flowing to the river Wye.
It may be relevant that Richard Allcock once lived in Gill’s
house. He was headmaster of the Bakewell Boys School and led their
digs on local pre-historic sites. He was an early member of our
Historical Society and produced a splendid Illustrated History of
Bakewell in 1979. Colonel Wright, then mayor of Bakewell, thanked
him ‘for his painstaking research and tremendous care in compiling the
work’.
The newly discovered head might have been found on one of
these digs, but his son cannot remember it.
It has the appearance of a medieval sculpture which has been
influenced both by the Castleton Brigantia head shape and the preconquest surviving fragments at Bakewell, where eyes were usually
formed by drilled sockets, presumably holding coloured glass.

If anyone has any suggestion I should like to hear it. Perhaps
the best we can do is plan an archaeological dig where it was found, if
Gill will allow us to dig her garden!
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JOHN ROBERTSON OF BASLOW – ARCHITECT
Ann Hall
I was invited to speak at a BDHS meeting on the history of the
quaint toll house near Hassop roundabout. During a question and
answer session Trevor Brighton raised the possibility that its charming
gothick features were similar to some of those displayed by houses in
Edensor. Could Paxton and Robertson have extended their rebuilding
spree further afield?
I researched the date of the rebuilding of the toll house to find it
was too early (1831) for this to explain its inspiration and so it does not
seem likely that Paxton or Robertson were involved. However I
became very interested in Robertson, who like me, lived in Baslow.
There was a number of inconsistencies in the literature about his birth,
residency and employers and this article is the result of my further
enquiries. I am very grateful to Trevor for bringing John Robertson to
my attention.
Summary
John Robertson lived between 1808/9 and 1852. He worked
with J.C. Loudon from 1829 until 1838, publishing many plans for
buildings and articles on architecture as well as a book of thirty cottage
designs. In 1838 he began his contact with Chatsworth, possibly via
work with Hurst and Moffatt, and he became a salaried member of the
Chatsworth planning office in 1840. He lived in Baslow and worked
with Paxton until his death in 1852. He was buried in Edensor
churchyard. It is difficult to assign particular projects solely to John
Robertson, but it is certain that he helped to complete many designs
often attributed to Paxton alone. Most notably, evidence is presented
that he drew the first plans of the Crystal Palace from Paxton’s initial
pen and ink sketch. Finally, a list of his works is given at the end of
this article.
Introduction
John Robertson was a very useful architect who is believed to
21

have worked in Joseph Paxton's planning office at Chatsworth between
1840 and 1846, helping with many of Paxton's works during the mid1800s. He lived in Baslow during this period. I have researched what
has been recorded about his life from books and the internet as well as
in the Chatsworth archives and I have received a great deal of help from
his great, great grandson, Fraser Robertson. This article gathers
together the results. Some authors (Chadwick, Colquhoun, Markham
and Naylor) have researched the existing Markham and Chatsworth
archives and their primary evidence has been very helpful.
In the light of the evidence discovered by this research several
commonly held beliefs about Robertson’s life are shown to be incorrect
or questionable and this article aims to re-examine his contribution to
architecture in the mid-1800s.
Life from 1808/9 to 1840
Details of John Robertson’s early life are uncertain except for
the fact that he was born in Scotland in 1808/1809 and his father's name
was confirmed as James Robertson, gentleman, on his marriage
certificate.1
The first substantiated record of John Robertson is from the
period when he worked as an architectural draughtsman for J.C. Loudon
in 1829 in Bayswater, London.2, 5 J. C. Loudon wrote magazines and
encyclopaedias on glasshouses, gardening, architecture and agriculture,
all of which propagated Enlightenment ideas. John Robertson was his
“admiring assistant”.3 In 1834 Robertson was based at Loudon's office
in 39 New Street, Paddington.4 He was listed as a contributor to JC
Loudon's Encyclopaedia of Cottage, Farm and Villa Architecture of
1832 doing many of the explanatory diagrams and designs and all the
lithography5 and he published a supplement to this in 1833 in his own
name.6 This contains “designs for dwellings in the cottage style” which
some consider to be the source of the plans used for buildings at
Edensor. Also Robertson wrote instructive articles in the Architectural
Magazine of 1834 on varied topics such as “A descriptive Account of
the Hungerford New Market”, “Elements of Grecian and Roman
Architecture practically explained for the general reader” and “A
descriptive account of the Duke of York's monument...”, and in the
22

same journal of 1837 “On the Ancient castles of Britain” assessing their
practicality.” These publications suggest that he was a competent
architect in his own right and well respected by Loudon even though he
never formalised his status by becoming a member of the Royal
Institute of British Architects or practising alone.7
It is uncertain how Robertson met Paxton and came to live in
Baslow. There are several references which state that Robertson came
to Chatsworth from Derby some time between 1838 and 1840 and that
he returned there after his employment at Chatsworth ceased in 1846.8
In the late 1830s Loudon was working on Derby Arboretum and Paxton
was occupied with development of the Midland Railway in Derby. It
has been speculated that if Robertson was helping Loudon with the
Arboretum design it is possible that Robertson met Paxton in Derby,
although no evidence of this has come to light. Alternatively, Paxton
may have met Robertson at Loudon's London office as they “were on
good terms with each other by 1835”. 2, 9 However, I have been unable
to find evidence that Robertson had any connection with Derby, either
before or after his service at Chatsworth.
There is some evidence of an alternative course of events. He
may have been working on an informal basis for Chatsworth prior to his
appointment, which suggests that he might have moved directly from
London to Baslow. Between 1836 and 1840 Paxton built the
Conservatory at Chatsworth. He is believed to have been under the
influence of Loudon's pamphlet on Experimental Hothouses 10, 11 and
John Robertson designed some of the exterior garden works and the
entrance arches which still remain in place.12, 13 Robertson wrote letters
in 1841 and 1842 defending aspects of the conservatory architecture
which suggests that he had a working knowledge of its construction.14
Swiss Cottage, an “eye catcher” building overlooking the lakes above
Chatsworth gardens, was built between 1839 and 1842 and is another
possible collaboration between Paxton and Robertson. 15, 16 Also he was
paid for designs of ten cottages in Edensor in 1838, again in the period
prior to his formal appointment.9, 13, 17, 18 Documents in the Chatsworth
archive about these plans suggest that they were for the houses which
give Edensor its character.19 It is interesting that Paxton went away to
the Continent with the 6th Duke of Devonshire for nine months
immediately after this and work continued on the remodelling of
23

Edensor during this time leaving the question of how much Paxton
influenced the work in progress and how much Robertson acted alone.
Letters between Paxton and his wife during this time show that there
were long periods when there appears to have been little
communication between Paxton and the Chatsworth staff.13
A further possible route to his employment at Chatsworth is
provided by one of his first formal commissions for the 6th Duke of
Devonshire. He designed improvements to Ashford Marble Mill in
1840 not long after he first appeared on the Duke’s accounts in
February when it is assumed that he joined the staff at Chatsworth
working in Paxton's planning office.2 These improvements were never
completed, but there are two houses which still exist on Buxton Road,
Ashford which are believed to have been of his design. (Rose Cottage
1158587 and the cottage to the east 1335249.) 20 It is interesting to
note that these designs are signed by JR, Doncaster. Chatsworth
Archive holds records of payment to Hurst and Moffat, dated 1839, “for
measuring and valuing and making plans” for unidentified buildings.2, 13
This firm worked in Doncaster so it is possible that Robertson may have
been working for them in 1838/9 and provides an alternative
explanation as to how he came to work at Chatsworth. In fact he may
have arrived in Baslow from London via Doncaster.
From 1840 to 1846
In addition to the Ashford Marble Mine plans of 1840 Robertson
is believed to have made some changes to Churchdale Hall, Ashford in
that year.21 He started the building of Park Lodge, Baslow for the
Duke's doctor which was eventually completed in 1842.2, 21 He is
known to have been the architect of the castellated Gate Lodge,
Edensor, built 1840-1842 2, 21, 22 and may have been responsible for the
building of other houses in Edensor when Paxton was extremely busy
with other projects.2, 19 A number of “folk tales” have arisen, centred
upon John Robertson, about the decision to erect such a range of
building in ornate styles and it is impossible to know which version is
closest to the events which led to its unique design.23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28
Architectural assessments of the Edensor housing are given by Donner
and Darley.8, 29 One of the stories is that the plans were taken from a
24

design book compiled by Robertson. This book does exist 6 and no
previous authors appear to have compared the buildings in Edensor with
plans in this book. Examining an on-line copy of his supplement of
1833, Robertson’s designs are quite restrained and typical of Georgian
cottages and do not reflect the breadth of styles shown

Gate Lodge, Edensor
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Edensor Fountain

Edensor Fountain (detail)

In the 1841 Baslow census John Robertson, architect, was a
lodger in Woodside, in a lane opposite the present day Devonshire
Hotel 31 and on 26 June that year he married Emma Farrer of Baslow in
Baslow Church. Emma was the daughter of Robert Farrer, school
master at the Stanton Ford Charity School and granddaughter of John
Farrer who had been a minister of Baslow Church for 27 years.31 John
Robertson was recorded in Bagshaw's 1846 History, Gazetteer
Directory of Derbyshire as an architect living in Baslow and by the
1851 census he was living in his wife's old family home which was
likely to have been in the vicinity of the Italian restaurant, Il Lupo,
across the road from the present day Cavendish Hotel 31 with Emma and
their two children, Kenneth (christened in Baslow Church on 29
October 1843) and Ida (christened in Baslow 17 May 1845). 32
In 1841 9, 33 Paxton is believed to have designed the School and
Schoolmistress's house in Beeley and Robertson's involvement is a
possibility. He may also have designed some buildings attributed to
Paxton in Pilsley as its remodelling was taking place in this decade.
26

During the 1840s Paxton was occupied with many projects
further afield and the extent of Robertson's contribution to these
remains unclear. His initials are to be found on many designs, but the
extent to which he was briefed by Paxton is still under discussion. 2
In 1842 Robertson drew the plans for Prince's Park, Liverpool
2, 17, 34
itself
and the design of the lodges, boat house and the little shelter
on the island is likely to have been by him. 2, 19, 35
In 1842 to 1847 he planned the rebuilding of Barbrook, Paxton's
home in the Chatsworth kitchen gardens to the north of the House and
some of the plans and alterations are described by him in the
Gardener's Magazine. 2, 36
In 1843/4 Robertson started to draw the plans for Birkenhead
2, 17, 37, 38
Park.
He also wrote an obituary poem for J C Loudon who died
in 1843. During this period Bolton Hall (Abbey), the Duke's Yorkshire
home, was being remodelled and he helped with the preparation of the
proposed alteration to some unknown extent as there is evidence that
Paxton corresponded with him about it.2, 13
In 1845 he drew some of the earlier designs for Burton Closes,
Bakewell as well as a lodge, gardener's cottage and, possibly, the
gates.17, 39 More details are given in Pevsner.21 Another aspect to his
relationship with Paxton at this time is illustrated by the following two
pieces of evidence. John Robertson was described as the secretary pro
tem of the Manchester and Lincoln Union Railway while Paxton was
the deputy chairman, in newspaper advertisements in 1845. 40 Then
early in 1846 Paxton asked his wife to “desire Mr. Robertson to come
up in the train on Monday and bring with him all the books and papers
connected with the Manchester and Lincoln Union Railway” This
suggests that for a short time, at least, Robertson was required to help
with Paxton’s railway affairs.
From 1846 to 1852
After April 1846 payments to him no longer appeared in the
Chatsworth accounts. This has led to speculation that he was dismissed
or resigned from the office at Chatsworth. It is commonly understood
that there was some dissatisfaction with his work as outlined in
correspondence between Joseph Paxton and his wife, Sarah 2, 13 and
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other commentators are unclear whether it was Sarah or Paxton or
Robertson who may have initiated the departure. It is usually assumed
that Paxton appointed the young architect G.H. Stokes in Robertson’s
place, but it was several years later that Stokes married Paxton’s
daughter so nepotism could not be the reason for Robertson's departure.
A possible alternative explanation has recently surfaced which
suggests that Robertson may have disappeared from the Chatsworth
accounts because he went to work at Paxton’s own drawing office
which was at Paxton’s home in Barbrook and that there was less
dissatisfaction with his work than has been proposed by other
commentators. From Barbrook Paxton managed many of his projects
unassociated with the Chatsworth House, garden and estate. Stokes may
therefore have been appointed to take on Robertson’s role in the
Chatsworth estate office.
There are several pieces of evidence in the Chatsworth Archive
which support the idea that Robertson was not dismissed for
unsatisfactory work, but continued working for Paxton until his death in
1852. There are four plans signed with his characteristic JR initials
which were drawn between 1848 and 1850. Also in a letter written in
1849, Paxton asks his wife Sarah to “let ….Robertson be at Derby by
the time I come up”. Further, I examined Sarah’s letter to Paxton which
proposes Robertson’s dismissal when he had failed to show up at
Birkenhead in 1844. The full text is “You will see by Kemp’s note that
Robertson had not shown up yesterday. What a very disgraceful affair.
I should discard that gentleman. The young man Hornblower is going
to Liverpool in the morning to see what is to be done and to do the work
he (Robertson) went to do as he has nothing to do here. It had made a
pretty stir, his wife is wild I believe and wanting to go too.” From this
transcript a possible interpretation is that Robertson’s absence at
Liverpool resulted from an incident to do with his private rather than
working life which upset both Sarah Paxton and Emma Robertson.
Further evidence that Robertson worked for Paxton beyond
1846 is to be found in three articles written in the Derbyshire Times in
1882 reminiscing about the design of the Crystal Palace.41 It is well
known that Paxton had a very short time in June 1850 in which to
convert his famous sketch on blotting paper into a workable form.2, 17, 42,
43, 44
Two locals still remembered this feat thirty years later and
28

described their thoughts in the local newspaper. They make it clear
that it was someone with the name of Robertson or Robinson, with help
from one other person in Paxton’s drawing office, who was responsible
for completing them within nine days. There is some discussion about
exactly where the plans were drawn, the name of the draughtsman
(Robertson/Robinson), the payments to be made and the nature of the
drinks which were supplied to help them on their way. However,
Robertson’s home was identified and corresponds with his 1851 census
record. Also reference in the correspondence to his death early in the
1850s points to John Robertson being the identity of the architect in
Paxton’s Chatsworth office who drew the first set of plans for the
Crystal Palace. Paxton said “These plans … had … been prepared by
me at Chatsworth”45, possibly the view of a great man of ideas working
with an expert technical team supporting him with the practical matter
of preparing drawings. An alternative version to events is given by
Markham who says “Paxton took the blotting paper sketch back to
Chatsworth the same night. His ordinary assistants in the Estate Office
set to work to prepare more detailed plans”. 43 Given the very short
period in which the first architectural plans were drawn it is quite
difficult to attribute all of the many innovative ideas to Paxton
alone. Possibly Robertson, with his assistant, would be recognising
problems as they arose and trying to find solutions. These might have
been discussed with Paxton as the originator of the design. This
procedure was likely to have occurred in many architectural practices in
the past and is still practised to this day in firms led by an
internationally renowned architect, the final attribution and all the
honours being awarded to the head of the firm. We may never know
how much Paxton’s knighthood for the building, which was awarded in
1851, was in some part based on the hard work and ideas of these and
other unsung heroes from the local area.46
Robertson would have been the obvious choice for drawing the
plans for Crystal Palace in 1850 when speed was of the essence. By
then he had been working in Paxton’s planning office since 1838
and had already helped with the erection of the Chatsworth Great
Stove (conservatory). The plans drawn in 1848 and 1850 and signed by
JR, mentioned earlier, are for the glassing in of the conservatory wall
uphill from the present day garden entrance and he may have been
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involved with the plans for the glasshouse at Burton Closes and the
development of the Victoria Regia House at Barbrook which was used
to cultivate the famous lily. Several of the latter’s innovative ideas
were incorporated into the Crystal Palace plans.

Conservatory Wall, Chatsworth, under repair in 2015
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Entrance Gate to Chatsworth Great Stove, Conservatory)
during the sculpture exhibition in 2015.

After 1846 Robertson is known to have worked on several
projects which are associated with Paxton beyond Chatsworth. He
completed many plans at Birkenhead Park where he is believed to have
designed the Grand Entrance, the Italian Lodge and other park lodges
and the Roman Boathouse 43, 47, 48 and helped with the design of the
Anglican Chapel and lodge and gates at Coventry Cemetery in 1847. 49,
50
There are several buildings, some built for the Midland Railway,
which are attributed to Paxton, which were erected at the end of the
1840s in Matlock, Darley and Rowsley; it may be that Robertson was
involved in planning these too. In the 1851 Baslow census, his
occupation was described as journeyman architect supporting the case
that he was a “time-served” architect and still employed in building
design. Had circumstances been otherwise, possibly with the aid of a
benign father in law or other mentor, Robertson may have been
recognised as the architect of many more buildings in his own right in a
similar way to George Stokes.
However, it will be very difficult to work out any further
contributions made by Robertson to any designs attributed to Paxton
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between 1846 and 1852 because all the papers concerning Paxton’s
private practice were transferred to Rockhills, his house in Sydenham,
when he moved there after the 6th Duke’s death in 1858. Most were
subsequently lost when the House was demolished in 1960.19
I have been unable to trace any of Robertson’s work undertaken
outside Paxton’s shadow. He certainly did not make his fortune
working with Paxton on the design of many iconic buildings and his
family seem to have become working people after his death. Earlier in
his career he had the appellation of “Mr. Robertson” in many of
Paxton’s letters and Emma, his wife was from a middle class Baslow
family implying a certain level of social standing. After John
Robertson’s death his wife became a seamstress, his son Kenneth
became a joiner and, in later years, a butler on the Chatsworth estate
and his daughter worked as a nursemaid and then in a dairy. In fact
Kenneth is likely to have worked for the Chatsworth estate all his life as
he received a pension on retirement and this continued to be paid to his
wife after his death.19
For almost a year before his death John Robertson suffered from
tuberculosis and a melancholy poem written by him from this period
was published in the Derbyshire Times.51 He died on 23 February, 1852
in Baslow aged 43 and was buried in Edensor churchyard. There is no
marked grave and this may be explained by the fact that many of the
grave stones were removed when the churchyard was remodelled in
1868 at the same time as the church.9 His death record and the
previously described census and birth records support the view that he
did not return to Derby or to London to live as has been suggested
elsewhere. 8, 9, 52 It may be speculated that consent was given to bury
John Robertson at Edensor rather than at Baslow because his
contribution to the remodelling of the village and the support that he
had given Paxton with many local and national projects was well
known and appreciated.
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Works of John Robertson
Works with substantial evidence for his sole or major contribution.
Date
1833

Work
Many plans in the
Encyclopaedia of
Cottage, Farm and Villa
Architecture and
Furniture.
Book of 30 plans of
cottages.

Notes
Loudon ref. 5.

1834,
1837

Articles on architectural
matters.

Architectural Magazine ref 4.

183841

Entrance arch and
external works for Great
Stove.

1838

He was paid for plans for
10 cottages.

Chatsworth Archive ARC/144
unsigned, of the same style as
other JR work. Chadwick, ref.
12.
Chatsworth Archive, possibly for
cottages in Edensor. Duke’s
green book accounts, buildings
and repairs, September 20.

1840

Plans for Ashford Marble
Mill and two cottages on
Buxton Road, Ashford in
the Water.

T. Brighton ref. 20.

c1840

Churchdale Hall,
Ashford in the Water.

Pevsner Derbyshire ref. 21.

184042

Park Lodge, Baslow.

Chatsworth Archive, Duke’s
Green Book Buildings and
Repairs, July 4. Pevsner
Derbyshire ref.21.

1841

Fountain, Edensor.

Chatsworth Archive ARC/127,
ARC/128.

1833

John Robertson ref. 6.
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1841

Stepped wall, Edensor.

Chatsworth Archive ARC/122
signed JR.

1842

Tower Lodge (Gate
Lodge), Edensor.

Loudon ref. 21.

1842

Plans for Prince’s Park,
Liverpool and for lodges,
boat house and shelter on
the island.

Chadwick, ref. 2, Colquhoun,
ref. 17, Pevsner ref.34.

184247

Barbrook, Chatsworth
Park.

Gardener’s Magazine, 1842,
Chadwick ref.2.

184346

Grand Entrance, Roman
Boathouse, Italian Lodge
and other lodges,
Birkenhead Park.

Chadwick, ref. 2, Colquhoun,
ref. 17, ref. 37, ref. 38.

1843

Bolton Abbey (Hall).

Chatsworth Archive, Paxton
Correspondence, 172.

1843

Obituary poem for
Loudon.

Loudon, J.C., Self-instruction for
Young Gardeners, Foresters,
Bailiffs, Land Stewards and
Farmers. Publ. 1845.

1844

School, School House
and Roman Villa,
Edensor.

1845

Burton Closes.

1847

Anglian Church, lodges
and gates, Coventry
Cemetery.
Plans for the
Conservatory Wall.

Bannister, ref. 30
(Roman Villa, built for William
Strutt, Park Keeper with separate
stair for housekeeper? Christine
Robinson)
Colquhoun, ref. 17, Pevsner, ref.
21.
Ref. 49, ref. 50.

1848

Chatsworth Archive
ARC/160,ARC/161 signed JR.
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1850

Plans for the
Conservatory Wall.

Chatsworth Archive
ARC/156,ARC/158 signed JR
ARC/155 unsigned, of same
style as ARC/156,158.

1850

Original plans of
Chrystal Palace.
Poem.

Derbyshire Times, ref. 41.

1852

Derbyshire Times, ref. 52.

Works assigned to Paxton,
but contributions by Robertson are likely.
Work
Notes
Date
1838

The Old Vicarage, Edensor.

Bannister, ref. 30.

Rock Villa, Edensor.
Swiss Cottage, Chatsworth
park.
New and remodelled houses
in Edensor.

Bannister, ref. 30.
Bannister, ref. 30.

1841

School and Schoolmistress’s
House, Beeley.

It is unclear what
contribution was made by
John Robertson.

1840s

Housing in Pilsley.

It is unclear what
contribution was made by
John Robertson.

1839- 40s

Midland Railway buildings in
Matlock, Darley Dale and
Rowsley.

It is unclear what
contribution was made by
John Robertson.

1839
1839-42
1839-42
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On weighing the evidence,
John Robertson is likely to
have made major
contributions. Bannister,
ref.30, Read, H. Edensor
1760-1860 A Century of
Change, 1995 in Chatsworth
Archive.

THE FIRST NATIONAL SCHOOL IN BAKEWELL
1848-52*
Marian Barker
On a February day in 1849 a young woman arrived in Bakewell
from London. Her name was Sarah Eleanor Brown. She was to be the
first schoolmistress of the newly built National School for Girls. The
site of this new school was at the corner formed by Mill Street and the
steep pathway known locally as “The Chimney” leading up to Bagshaw
Hill. The building is still there, but subsumed by shops.
During the late 18th and early 19th century educational
provision, where it existed, was unregulated and of varying quality
throughout the country. The state did not aid or control any educational
agencies. It was up to private individuals, often under the aegis of the
church, to take the initiative. There was considerable rivalry between
influential groups such as the Church of England, nonconformist
churches and liberal groups who wanted a non-secular system. There
was also fear amongst the governing classes that instruction of the
masses might result in discontent and revolution; they thought that any
instruction should be to fit the people for their lowly stations in life. In
addition industrialists were eager to obtain child labour. These all
conspired to hinder educational opportunities for the majority of
children. Until the 1870 Education Act, only a small proportion of
children were receiving any kind of schooling on a regular basis.
Bakewell was typical of many small towns in that, during the early 19th
century, it had a wide variety of provision, much of dubious quality.
There was a proliferation of private schools. Many of them did not
survive more than a few years. For example, the Rev. Coates opened a
school for young ladies and gentlemen in 1814.
*The limited dates for this article are due to the fact that information held by the
Derbyshire Record Office on the first National School for Girls covers only the years
1848 – 1852.
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Annie and Francis Girdler ran Springfield House Academy for Girls on
Rutland Terrace, Jane Wilson ran an 'academy' on Mill Street in the
1830s, Martha Swindell had an 'academy' on Water Street in the 1850s.
William Kay ran a boarding school in Bridge Street and would
eventually take over the running of Lady Manners Grammar School
which catered for boys from the professional classes and local
businesses.
For the children of the poor in Bakewell there were fewer
options. They could attend 'dame schools' which were run by women of
little or no qualification who charged a few pence per week and taught
reading and writing to a very basic level. The 'schools' were often
offering little more than a childminding service. There was also Hague's
charity school. In 1715, in her will, Mary Hague of Bakewell gave her
house, garden and stable and nine square yards of ground lying in
Allen Burton's garden, wherein Francis Gold's oven stood, for ever, for
teaching so many poor children belonging to the poor of Bakewell, in
reading, as the yearly rent would amount to, until they could read the
Bible and then other children would take their place.
It is unlikely that the children of paupers in the Bakewell
workhouse would have received any education before 1834 when an
Act of Parliament required the Poor Law Unions, who administered
workhouses, to appoint a schoolmaster and/or mistress to provide
schooling for at least three hours a day in "reading, writing, arithmetic
and the principles of Christian religion and such other instruction as
may fit them for service and train them to habits of usefulness, industry
and virtue". Boards of Guardians were often reluctant to spend any
money on the education of paupers, but the Parish Apprentices Act of
1844 obliged them to make sure that all pauper apprentices could at
least be able to read and write their own names unaided. Pauper
children continued to be educated on the premises of the Bakewell
workhouse until the reorganisation of the local schools in the 1870s.
Alternatively there were schools set up by religious
organisations. Sunday schools had been in existence since the 18th
century and could be said to be the forerunners of popular education.
Some sections of the community, concerned about the moral well-being
of children working in factories and, supported by the Sunday School
Movement led by Robert Raikes of Gloucester, set up Sunday school
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classes where children would be taught to read the Bible. Writing and
arithmetic were not to be taught on Sundays.
In the early 19th century the government started taking an
interest in elementary education, particularly that of the poor. Two
nationwide surveys were undertaken in 1818 and 1833 looking at what
schooling was available and the educational needs of all parishes. There
was also a movement to extend the scope of the Sunday schools into
weekdays with the help of government grants to suitable institutions.
The non-conformist British and Foreign School Society, formed in
1808, set up what became known as 'British Schools' with the aid of
government grants. The Church of England followed in 1811 with the
'National Society for the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the
Established Church' and created the 'National Schools' system. Both
were set up to assist local communities to build their own schools.
Thus in 1848, with a grant from the government and from the
National Society, a project was launched to build a new school for girls
in Bakewell. The project was led by the Rev. H.K. Cornish, vicar of
Bakewell, and on June 10, 1848 a parcel of land belonging to the duke
of Rutland was formally acquired for the building of the school. This
was a plot on the corner formed by Mill Street and Little Bagshaw Hill
(also known as ‘The Chimney’).
To fund the building of a school, including accommodation for
the school mistress, Bakewell residents were asked to make a
subscription towards the building. Below is a list of subscribers and the
amount they subscribed, part of an audit carried out by James Taylor, a
Bakewell banker, following completion of the school in 1849. (Table 1)
The most generous donors were the duke of Rutland and the Rev.
Cornish who each gave £50. On November 29, 1848 the government
awarded a grant of £137.5s and £90 was received from the National
Society. It can also be seen from the list of subscribers that the duke of
Rutland made up the shortfall following the completion of the building.
Bakewell residents were also asked to contribute towards the
fitting out of the school with furniture and equipment. The list below
shows the subscriptions received towards the fitting out of the school.
(Table 2) Table 3 lists expenditure for the first half of 1849.
Local builders, George Ellis and son Charles built the school,
using “greet stone from Bakewell Edge quarry”, for £605. Pipework
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was done by Isaac Rowland who also supplied a coal scuttle and
candlesticks. A very important item of expenditure was the Benham
stove, probably for the mistress’s house. Fire grates were supplied by
Doe and Sneath who were recorded in the 1851 census as blacksmith
and iron moulder.
Table 1. Subscriptions received towards building the school

£. s. d
Allcard, J
Anon
Anon
Barker, Capt C
Barker, Francis, Esq
Barker, GR, Esq

5.0.0
20.0.0
0.10.0
10.0.0
20.0.0
5.0.0

Barker, James, Esq
Barker, J H, Esq
Barker, Mrs (The
Cottage)
Barker, Mrs J
Barker, Miss
Barker, the late Miss
Jane
Cavendish, Hon GH,
MP

Collection at church
Oct 1848
Corfe, Miss
Cornish, Rev HK
Devonshire, His
Grace Duke of
Evans, Wm Esq, MP
Friend, A
Ditto
Greaves, Mr J
Hull Brown, Rev.RP

£. s. d

10.0.0
10.0.0
8.0.0

Hunt, George Esq
Lees, Mr W
Mills, Mr Thomas
Milne, Rev RM
Moore, Rev Robert
National Society's
grant
Nesfield, Robert, Esq
Privy Council Grant
Bitson, Mr T

5.0.0
137.5. 0
0.10.0

5.0.0
3.0.0
2.0.0

Robinson, John, Esq
Rogers, Rev Saltren
Rutland, Duke

10.0.0
5.0.0
50.0.0

10.0.0

43.11.6

15.8.6

Rutland, Duke
(to meet shortfall in
subscriptions)
Sunday School fund

10.0.0

1.0.0
50.0.0
25.0.0

Taylor, Mr James
Walthall, Peter, Esq
Wilmot, Edmund, Esq

5.0.0
3.0.0
1.0.0

20.0.0
1.0.0
1.0.0
5.0.0
10.0.0

Wilmot, Rev R Coke
Wilson, Mr Jonathan
Yonge, Rev Duke
Interest

2.2.0
10.0.0
1.0.0
3.17.10
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5.0.0
2.0.0
2.0.0
1.0.0
10.0.0
90.0.0

Table 2. Subscriptions received towards fittings

Anon
Barker, Capt.
Barker, Francis, Esq.
Barker, GR, Esq.
Barker, JH, Esq.
Barker, Mrs (The
Cottage)
Cornish, Rev. HK
Diocesan Educ. Soc.
Fritche, Miss Theresa
Farnsworth, E, Esq.
Goodwin, Mr J.

£.
0.
2.
5.
1.
2.
1.

s. d
5. 0
2. 0
0. 0
0. 0
2. 0
0. 0

3. 3. 0
10. 0. 0
1. 5. 0
3. 0. 0
4. 0 .0

Total subscriptions were for the building
for the fitting
Church collection
Total subscriptions

Hunt, G, Esq.
Mander, Miss M
Mander, M
Matkin, Mrs
Peterson, Mrs
Rogers, Rev. S

£. s. d
1. 0. 0
1. 10. 0
1. 10. 0
1. 1. 0
1. 5. 0
2. 0. 0

Sunday School Fund
Walters, James
Walthall, R,
Wilson, Mr Jno.
Young, Rev. IG

5. 0. 0
1. 5 0
2. 0. 0
2. 0. 0
1. 10. 0

£641 14s 10d
£39 18s 0d
£9 6s 8d
£680 19s 6d

Audited July 28, 1849 by James Taylor
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Table 3. Expenses from December 1948 to July 1849

Dec 5
Dec 28
Dec 28
Feb 8
Mar 28
Mar 30

Mar 31
April 12
April 21
April 21
April 21
May 3,4
June 13
July 17
July 17

July 25

stamps
G Ellis as per contract ( mason)
G Ellis for extras
Apparatus from National Society's
Depository, Westminster
Redfearn's bill for carriage
Brightmore bill for fittings
(carpenter, see below)
Hill's (plasterer) bill
Doe & Sneath's bill for grates for
mistress's house
Rowland's bill for pipes etc
Benham's bill for stoves, etc
Post office orders
Simpson's bill for coke, drying
school and house and carriage
Ellis bill for grates, etc
Wm Stanley for attending to fires,
fetching coke, etc
Present to Mr Cooper for
superintending erection of school
(1851 census surveyor living at
Rose Cott)
Frost's bill for extras

Total

£ s d
0. 8 0
605. 0 0
14. 16. 0
12. 18. 17
0 . 14 .8
13. 0 .0

1. 9 .0
4. 0 .0
2. 17. 4
12. 10. 0
0. 1 6
2. 2. 8
2. 6 .5
4. 10. 0
5. 0 .0

0. 5. 4
£680.9 .6

William Staley was responsible for keeping the fires going, for
supplying wood for the fires and for cleaning the school house for
which he was paid 6d per week. Mrs Staley also did some washing and
cleaning. In the first few months of the year of 1849 coal was delivered
by James Turner three times a week at 10d per hundredweight. Coke
was delivered by Sampson & Son several times each week at 18/- per
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ton. Blacksmith George Frost of Bakewell supplied bootscrapers and
fire guards and did odd repair jobs. John Brightmore, a Bakewell
carpenter employing four men, supplied cupboards, tables and chairs,
rails and pulleys to hang maps and 50 feet of bonnet rails amongst other
items. (see Table 4)

Table 4. Part of Invoice from John Brightmore, carpenter, Feb/Mar 1849
£ s d
Cupboard with folding doors & 4 drawers
2 17 0
50 feet of bonnet rails
8 4
Table with drawers
15 0
2 chairs
8 9
5 rails & pulleys to hang maps & fixing
10 0
bedstead
1 3 0
Pembroke table
14 6
Repair old bedstead
3 0
Window blind rollers & pulleys
8 9
cupboard
1 6 0
4 rush bottom chairs
15 4
2 kitchen chairs
7 6
Table with drawers
18 0
7 feet shelves for pantry
7 0

Having applied successfully to the National Society for a grant
to build a new school in Bakewell, the Rev. Cornish then applied to the
same organization for a suitable teacher.
Sarah Eleanor Brown was appointed in December 1848. She
arrived in Bakewell in February1849 and it is possible that she would
have travelled on a Midland Railway train as far as Ambergate. The
Rev. Cornish may have sent a carriage to collect her. The line passing
through Bakewell was not completed until 1863. She received
travelling expenses of £1.10s.0d
Miss Brown had been trained at the Westminster Training
Institution, an organization run by the National Society for Promoting
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the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established Church,
the same organization which had provided grant towards the building of
the school.
Masters and mistresses were trained separately at this institution
and for a minimum of six months. They were to be ‘comfortably
boarded and lodged, accustomed to regular and domestic habits and
instructed in religious and useful knowledge’. Each young man or
woman applying for admission had to produce testimonials of their
moral and religious character from three housekeepers known to them
and countersigned by the clergyman of their parish.
Prior to acceptance for training, applicants were examined on
knowledge of the bible and prayer-book, sacred history and geography,
reading, writing, spelling, grammar and arithmetic. Women were also
examined in domestic matters and sewing, etc.
Board and lodging were charged at 9 shillings for men and 7
shillings for women. Laundry was not included. Instruction was free.
All trainees were required to attend the Model Practising Schools.
Before they could be put forward for a teaching position they had to be
skilled ‘in all the practical details of school-keeping’. Parishes
requiring a teacher would apply to the Society for a suitable person.
Miss Brown took up her duties at the new Bakewell National
School for Girls on February 9th. She was paid £11.5s per quarter.
Attendance by pupils was voluntary and girls were charged 2d
per week. National figures suggest the average leaving age was 10. In
Bakewell, girls would probably leave to work at the cotton spinning
mill, go into service, or stay at home to assist the family.
The Trust Deed of the school outlined the nature of the
instruction to be given to pupils.
“To train up children in the love of God and of their neighbours and
with this end in view to educate them in the Holy Scriptures and in the
Catechism and Liturgy of the Church of England.
To instruct them in such matters as may seem best calculated to
improve the mind and render them useful in the stated life in which it
has pleased God to place them. To this end they will be taught Reading
in secular books as well as religious, Writing, Arithmetic, Needlework,
including the making and mending of their own clothes.
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The regular attendance of the children at the parish church, on
Sundays, being one of the conditions on which they are admitted to the
school, they will be assembled every Sunday morning and afternoon, in
the school room for Sunday school instruction and for going from
thence to church with the mistress.”
There is no record of an assistant teacher being employed at this
time, so we could assume that the monitorial system of teaching was
used, i.e. pupils who were more able and had learnt by rote the required
information from the mistress, would pass on this learning to small
groups.
We have no details of daily life at the school, but the first invoice for
classroom equipment ordered from the National Society, dated Jan 9, 1849, a
month before the arrival of Miss Brown, gives us a glimpse of the learning on
offer. (Table 5)
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Table 5. Equipment ordered from National Society, Jan 9, 1849
12 doz copy books ruled
4 doz framed slates 8 x 6
8 doz framed slates 7 x 5
8 doz unframed slates7 x 5
1000 slate pencils short
Packet of script cards
Set of progressive lessons on
cards
2 sets of printed letters on cards
4 doz earthenware wells
2 quart bottles of ink
2 boxes chalk, 1 chalk holder
12 balls of string
1 gross of pin cases
1lb pins
6 cards of prayers
Chambers map of Palestine
Map of the Ancient World
Map of Europe, Map of England
1 easel 6 ft
Admissions book with index
Register of daily attendance
Visitors book
Ink stand for teacher

round ruler
2 gross of school pencils
2 doz lead pencils
2 doz slate pencils
1 pair compass 15”
2 script alphabets
Set of progressive lessons
mounted
1 alphabet mounted
Gross of penholders
½lb sponge
¼ lb india rubber
1 framed register slate
Needles, 500 sharps, 500
darning, 500 betweens*
6 doz thimbles
12 prints of animals ,coloured,
mounted
Modern atlas
Map of world
2 small deal lesson stands
6 long pointers, 6 short
1 school whistle
Weekly payment book
Eight/day striking clock
Blackboard, ruled one side for
music

Total £12. 18. 7 ½ d
*Subsequent invoices show that calico and cotton were ordered regularly for
sewing lessons.
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Once the school was built it then became the responsibility of
the local community to keep it running. Again, local people were asked
to subscribe to the upkeep. Below is given the amount of subscriptions
received for 1849, 1850 and 1851 and the corresponding expenses
incurred by the school.
1849 School Expenses and Subscriptions
Account book
Coal bill
PO order for school mistress travel expenses
Window cleaning
Miss Brown 6 weeks salary Feb 9 to March 25
Miss Brown quarterly salary Midsummer,
Michaelmas, Christmas
Books from National Society
Cotton, calico, etc
Books from SPCK
Quarter salary
Coal, wood, etc
School cleaning
Stove mending
Minute book
Balance

0. 0. 6
1. 1. 0
1. 10. 3
0. 1. 3
5. 12. 6
33.15. 0
0. 3. 9
0. 9. 0
1.17. 10 ½
11. 5. 0
1. 6. 0
0. 2. 0
0. 7. 0
0. 4. 6
18. 18.0

Total £65 9s 5 ½

1849 subscriptions received £65 9s 5 ½
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1850 School Expenses and Subscriptions
Quarter salary Lady Day
Quarter salary Midsummer
Quarter salary Michaelmas
Quarter salary Christmas
Poor Rates 5d in £
Gas rate *
Highway rate
Coal, wood, coke
Calico, cotton, etc
Brightmore’s bill
Mills & Greaves
Cleaning windows
Fire shovel

11. 5. 0
11. 5. 0
11. 5. 0
11. 5. 0
2. 14. 8
0. 8. 0
0. 6. 8
2. 9. 2
0. 17. 6
1. 6. 6
0. 4. 0
0. 2. 6
0. 0. 10

Total £58 4s 2d
1850 Subscriptions received £58 4s 2d
*1850 saw the introduction of street lighting by the Bakewell Gas Co.
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1851 School Expenses and Subscriptions
Quarterly salary Lady Day
Quarterly salary Midsummer
Quarterly salary Michaelmas
Quarterly salary Christmas
Poor rates
Gas rate
Goodwin's bill (printer,stationer)
G. Frost's bill (blacksmith)
Coal, wood, etc
Calico, cotton, etc
Chalk, soap, etc
School cleaning
Coal
Cleaning
Books bought in London on acc. of school
Repairing clock
Bracket for clock
Chalk, soap, etc
Coal and carriage
Wood
Poor rate
Cotton, needles, etc
Coal, wood

1851

11. 5. 0
11. 5. 0
11. 5. 0
11. 5. 0
1. 0. 0
0. 8. 0
2. 4. 9
0. 19. 0
0. 18. 9
0. 3. 8
0. 0. 10
0. 1. 2
1. 11. 9
0. 4. 0
1. 13. 8
0. 5. 6
0. 2. 6
0. 1. 0
0. 10. 6
0. 3. 0
0. 13. 4
0. 7. 7
0. 17. 0

Total £57 6s 1d
Subscriptions £46 15s 11d
(shortfall of £10. 10s 2d)

Signed by H.K. Cornish, vicar.
Examined by Thomas Masters and G.R. Barker, churchwardens.
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In 1851 a report was published (by whom is not given) entitled
“A Statement of the Affairs of the Bakewell National School for Girls
from its establishment to end of 1851”. It included the accounts for
1849, 1850 and 1851. It was noted in the report that the subscriptions
received from the local community were insufficient to cover the
expenses of the school. “It is hoped that the great importance of
keeping up an institution so useful as a good National School is may
tend to increase the annual subscription and donations towards it.”
It was suspected that the shortage of funds was in part due to
“unwarrantable fears …that children are taught too much at the
National School, and that instead of being benefited by such education
they become unfit for their stations in life. When it is remembered that
after twelve years of age all positive schooling ceases in the vast
majority of children under education throughout the county it seems
almost ridiculous to think that too much could be infused into their
minds at such an early age. It is hoped that no fears of this kind may
interfere with the persons’ goodwill towards the institution at Bakewell
and that it may meet henceforth with more extensive support.”
The school was designed to accommodate 150 girls. However,
the 1851 report considered that a town with a population of 2000 could
have allowed for a larger number of girls when planning the school.
The 1851 census lists 177 girls between the ages of 5 and 12. Twelve of
these girls were in the Bakewell Union Workhouse. Other girls would
have been attending other schools, or were being educated at home.
The size of the building site given by the duke of Rutland may have
limited the space available for pupils.
We have no information about the actual number of girls who
attended during that first year 1849. No admission register for this new
Bakewell National School has come to light. The only mention of girls’
names is in several small receipts in payment for ‘schooling’ for two or
three girls, e.g.
1851 Capt. Underwood
To S.E. Brown
For instruction given in The National School
from Dec 25 to June 24
M. Burgess
3s 8d
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F. Bramwell
Settled July 3/51 Signed S. E. Brown

3s 8d

Captain Underwood was agent to the duke of Rutland. Was this a
charitable payment? The Rev. Cornish was also named on similar
receipts. Mary Burgess was daughter of a shoemaker in Diamond Court
and Fanny Bramwell was daughter of the innkeeper of the Devonshire
Arms on Church Alley.
Unfortunately we know nothing about how a school day was
organized. Were the hours 9am to 3pm? Did the girls have a ‘playtime’?
The yard behind the school building is quite narrow and probably
would have had a ‘privy’.
Little is known about the first Girls National School after 1852.
Miss Brown was still there in 1852, but how long she stayed we do not
know. White’s Directory records a vacancy at the school in 1857.
According to the census of 1861 Mary Barrow was the schoolmistress.
From 1862 headteachers were required to keep records of daily
activities and some log books for the school in the 1870s are held at the
Derbyshire Record Office. The 1870 Education Act ensured provision
of education for all children aged between 5 and 13, attendance
registers were required and there would be regular inspection.
We know that a major development came in 1872 when a new
school for girls was built in Bath Street and the old girls school became
the National School for Boys. This will be the subject of a future article.

Notes
Information about the Bakewell National School for Girls is based on
documents held at the Derbyshire Record Office.
Information about the National Society Training Institute is based on
documents held at the East Sussex Record Office.
General background on 19th century education is taken from H.C.
Barnard, A History of English Education from 1760.
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FURTHER CURIOSITIES ON THE BUILDINGS OF
BAKEWELL II
Trevor Brighton
The Castle Inn.
The article in the Journal of the Bakewell & District Historical
Society (no 39, 2012) entitled ‘Two Curiosities on the Buildings of
Bakewell’ aroused much interest. Julia Zamoyski replied with further
information about the Cyclists’ Touring Club whose ensign is mounted
on a cast iron plaque on the right hand chimney of The Castle Inn.
Known earlier as The Castle and Commercial Hotel, this 19th century
establishment provided set-menu, fixed-price meals for groups of
people, clubs and societies. Other pubs in Bakewell did the same,
especially on market days. ‘Ordinaries’ were served in hostelries
throughout Britain, but variations in the standards of food were very
marked ranging from low ordinaries to high ordinaries. Touring clubs,
such as cyclists, could never be sure what fare they would be offered
from one place to another. Food standards’ organisations and good
food guides were non-existent and there was a growing need for general
information regarding quality and price. Julia Zamoyski writes as
follows:
The New Cyclists
The new ‘safety bicycle’ of the 1880s and 90s increased
popularity of cycling among the richer and more leisured professional
classes, making it more accessible to those who had been unwilling or
unable to use the earlier High Ordinaries. The expectations of this
class were higher, and their influence and spending power carried
weight. They demanded, and got, a system of hotel and inn grading and
discounts long before the AA came into existence and instituted its
‘star’ ratings. Stanley Cotterell himself set up the first network of hotels
after some false starts in 1879, six months after his founding of the
CTC. He enlisted members’ help and appointed regional officials who
were later to be known as Consuls. By 1881 he had 785 establishments
under contract, and proprietors jumped to enter into contracts with the
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CTC, offering fixed tariffs, reserved rooms and exclusive lounges for
cyclists to use.
Winged Wheels
It was not until 1888 that the Club devised and placed its 2ftdiameter wheel on buildings as evidence that they were ‘CTC
appointments’. Until that time proprietors had often made their own
signs, opening up the possibility of fraud. Such was the competition for
appointment that jealousy between establishments was often in
evidence relating to the awarding of the coveted ‘Headquarters’meriting tariff A, or ‘Quarters’- qualifying only for tariff B. The status
was clearly shown by a small tab on the sign.
Despite the Bakewell CTC plaque boldly advertising its
‘HEADQUARTERS’ at The Castle, this may not be accurate. Julia
received the following information from Carole Jones, archives
assistant at the Modern Records Centre of the University of Warwick;
I’m afraid Bakewell isn’t one of the places listed in the index in
William Oakley’s history of the Club ‘The Winged Wheel’. The
Cyclists’ Touring Club was founded as the Bicycle Touring Club in
1878. A young man in the Midlands, Stanley Cottrell, wrote a letter to
the Bicycling Times which put him in touch with a member of the
Bradford Cycling Club, S.H. Ineson, who had brought cyclists together
for a rally in Harrogate and proposed a meeting at the next year’s rally
there. The meeting blossomed into the inaugural one for the new Club.
It adopted the name Cyclists’ Touring Club in 1883 and was
incorporated in 1887. The winged wheel badge was first used in 1886.
Plaques of the emblem were awarded to hotels, hostels and inns the
CTC recommended to touring cyclists. You may be interested in this
website where your CTC sign is listed: http://www.wingedwheels.info/
All Saints’ Parish Church
A number of curious adornments has been added to the external
structure of the church over the centuries, some of which have been
moved about the fabric.
The two crudely cut coats of arms of the Vernon & Pype
families on the south aisle clerestory battlements have been discussed
elsewhere.
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Sundial by White Watson 1799

Also mentioned has been the circular stone sundial carved in 1799 by
White Watson of Bakewell. It seems strange that the church should
need an outmoded timepiece such as a sundial, a device which by this
period was more usually a garden ornament. It is more strange since, as
White Watson himself tells us, the first clock in the church tower had
been set up fourteen years earlier in 1785. Indeed, he himself had
painted the clock face which was ‘8 feet diameter - letters 14 inch
long’.

Bakewell’s first church clock
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Perhaps the church clock was erratic and the sundial served as a rough
time check – when the sun shone! The clock did not last long since
Watson again tells us that a new clock by Mr. Baddaly of
Wolverhampton was placed in the tower in 1813. The clock face was
taken down and re-gilt, probably by Watson. In the following year
Baddaly added a carillon which played the following tunes on the
hour:Monday
Grammachree Molly
Tuesday
Highland Laddie
Wednesday Lovely Nancy
Thursday
Fro, night til Morn
Friday
Valance a Straw
Saturday
Miller of Mansfield
Sunday
Psalm 104
This extravagant daily bell music, together with the overzealous bell ringers chiming the newly hung (1797) bells, weakened the
mediaeval spire and octagon tower. The former had to be taken down in
1809. The latter held out until 1830 when it, the bells, the clock and the
north and south transepts were dismantled. The bells and the clock
(with a new face) were restored to the new tower. The old clock face
was sold at auction and replaced by the one we all look at today.
Watson’s sundial was also saved, but not restored to the south
face of the Newark of 1841. Instead it was placed over the entry to the
south porch. Its face is barely legible though its gnomon is still intact.
It desperately needs conserving.
Also transferred from the mediaeval south transept is the mural
monument visible on Morrison’s lithograph. It is the epitaph to Edward
Buxton, notable for his charitable donations, who died in December
1798 at the amazing age of 92. This slab was removed to the external
wall of the south-west corner of the nave and is still there.
From the same workshop, probably White Watson’s, and in the
same style, is the monument shown by Morrison on the south face of
the south porch. Still there, it records the death of Jonathon Brunt,
surgeon on board The Sturdy Beggar, a privateer out of Liverpool. He
was shipwrecked on the island of Payel in the Atlantic in September
1779. He was nineteen.
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Jonathon Brunt memorial

Lithograph by Douglas Morrison (1840).
South face of the Newark and south porch showing sundial.
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Walking from the south-west corner to the north-west corner of
the church one usually misses the curious carving in low relief on the
westernmost battlements of the north aisle. It is necessary to climb the
graveyard bank to have a clear view of this curiosity which is crudely
cut with three motifs. In the centre is a chalice and to the left is a mass
book, or missal, closed with a clasp. To the right are the initials t h.
This slab refers to the priest Thomas Hayward who, as vicar of
Bakewell, was charged with non–residence in 1418. As a fine or
penance he was to complete the battlements on the north aisle.

Now walk round to the east end of the church, and look to the
top of the central buttress. There, beneath a cross-bearing, central
battlement is a boar’s head. It has nothing to do with the boar’s head
crest of the Vernon family and is far older than the Vernon presence in
these parts and far older than the mediaeval chancel to which it has been
fixed. It appears, from ground level, to be Anglo-Saxon and belongs to
the pre-Conquest period when boars roamed in the Peak and were a
common motif in Anglo-Saxon designs. It almost certainly was part of
the collection of sculpted stones excavated during Flockton’s rebuilding
of the tower and spire. It was either placed on the chancel at that time
(1841) or, more likely, at the time when Gilbert Scott the Younger
‘restored’ the chancel in the 1880s.
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Before leaving the churchyard look at the Chantry House on the
north-west. There, on its roadside wall is a grotesque head, half human
half horse. Again it was probably excavated during the reconstruction
of the church. The Chantry House was almost totally rebuilt in the 19th
century when the strange head was incorporated into the new structure.

62

Head on the north side of the Chantry House

Photographs by George Challenger
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denominations, the Catholic church was faced with the task of meeting
the needs of the expanding parishes, often requiring new churches, and
with very little finance available. Bakewell was no exception.
However, the burden was somewhat eased by developments in the
construction industry.
In 1829 Henry Palmer, an architect for the London Dock
Company, patented corrugated sheets of iron which had been processed
by die-rolling. The corrugation gave the sheet metal self-supporting
strength over greater lengths of the material and, in consequence,
reducing building costs. The material was lighter making transportation
easier and cheaper. However, Palmer’s patent expired in 1843 and the
first pre-constructed building using this material was exhibited at the
Great Exhibition of 1851. There followed the rapid expansion of preconstructed corrugated iron buildings, including numerous churches,
chapels, and mission halls, which became known as the ‘Tin
Tabernacles’. Whilst they served their purpose, in a pamphlet of 1890,
William Morris described corrugated iron as ‘a pestilence spreading
over the country’.
The world of archives should be eternally grateful to those
people, many of whom are long gone, who could not resist the urge to
write things down, often ‘on the back of an envelope’. The parish of
All Saints has much to be grateful for, to their parish priest from 1936
until 1951, Father R. J. Hunter, who scribed pencil notes quite literally
on the backs of old envelopes, some bearing postage stamps of King
George VI. In one he refers to the celebration of Mass by the then
parish priest, Father Arthur McKey, in the rooms above the stables of
the Rutland Hotel in Bakewell prior to 1889. (Bakewell was then, and
still is, part of the parish of All Saints, Hassop.) In a further note (also
in pencil on the back of an envelope) he refers to the rooms as the
Rutland Mews, later to become the Rutland Garage. Although a much
appreciated place for the celebration of Mass, by 1889 there was a need
for larger premises.
That year saw the arrival at Hassop of a priest familiar to many
readers, the Rev. James Browne – Parish Priest, Councillor for Hassop
on Bakewell Urban District Council, and one-time captain of Bakewell
Cricket Club. In addition to his many roles he was a great builder of
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churches and on arrival at Hassop he immediately set about finding a
more permanent building for the celebration of Mass in Bakewell.
Never to be one to allow the grass to grow under his feet, on 16 th
December 1889, the Rev. Browne and the parish Bank Manager and
Trustee of the Diocese, Mr A. J. Adams, signed a ‘Memorandum of
Agreement’ with the duke of Rutland (through his agent R.W.M.
Nesfield) for the letting of ‘a garden situated in the parish of Bakewell
aforesaid, now in the occupation of Mr Benjamin Thompson’. The
garden was located in Granby Road. Although the tin tabernacle had
been previously referred to as a ‘more permanent’ building, the
memorandum agrees to the letting ‘for a term of seven years from the
29th day of September 1889, for the purpose of erecting a removable
iron church’. The cost was to be 10 shillings per year payable half
yearly at the Estate Office in Castle Hill, Bakewell. Although the
agreement was for seven years it was renewed several times.
No time was lost in obtaining quotes for the supply and building
of the new church. Quotes normally included the delivery of the
materials by rail, in this case to Bakewell Station. The cost of a church
to seat about 105 persons, including rail delivery, was £168.12s.0d.
Minuscule by today’s standards it measured just 46 by 16 feet with an
added vestry measuring 6 by 8 feet. Without the bell turret the costs
would have been £159.10s.0d. However, the quote included a 9 foot
turret – for a 10 foot turret a further £4.4s.0d would be added.
Another oddity of the quote was that, although it included the
cost of rail transport from the place of manufacture to the nearest
station, it did not include transportation from the railway station to the
site which was the responsibility of the purchaser. Considering the
sheer volume of materials, even the journey from the railway station to
Granby Road must have been a considerable task. Although an
economical means of construction, the cost of the tin tabernacles had
actually dropped since their first appearance from approximately 35
shillings (£1.75) per seat to 20 shillings (£1) within ten years.
However, this did not include foundations, heating and lighting.
Two companies, Isaac Dixon and Co. of the Windsor Iron
Works, Liverpool, and the London Iron Building Co. of Battersea,
London, submitted bids. It would appear from the available
documentation that the submission of the London Iro6n Building was
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successful. The terms included that half should be paid on delivery and
the balance paid over six or twelve months at interest of 6% per annum.
Other timber work was supplied by Norman and Groom, Saw Mills,
Timber Yard and Marble Works of Coombs Road, Bakewell.
In the publicity material it was stressed that ‘tin tabernacles’
were ‘temporary’ buildings with foundations often being constructed in
such a way that the whole structure could be moved if so desired. They
came with the advice that they ought to be painted on a regular basis.
In the summer of 1890 the first Catholic church of the English
Martyrs opened in Granby Road, Bakewell. On 30th July 1855, the
Royal Assent (of Queen Victoria), was given to the Places of Worship
Registration Act 1855. Although not compulsory, by not registering,
churches were left at some disadvantage, not least of all that marriages
could not be celebrated in unregistered churches. Therefore, ‘The
within-mentioned Building has been duly recorded in the Official
Register as a place of Religious Worship this Sixteenth day of May
1905, pursuant to the Act of 18 & 19 Vict., cap 81 by me, Wm Dunbar,
Registrar-General’ . English Martyrs, Bakewell, became number 41099
in the register.
Unfortunately the word ‘temporary’ was eventually to manifest
itself. In the aftermath of World War I, the duke of Rutland found
himself in a position of having to raise money to pay death duties and,
in consequence, the land in Granby Road was included in a sale of a
number of the duke’s properties at Bakewell Town Hall on Thursday 8th
July, 1922.
However, prior to the sale, the land was purchased by private
treaty by the Diocese and the church continued to serve the needs of the
Catholics of Bakewell for another twenty years.
By the mid-1940s the iron church was proving to be too small
and repairs uneconomical. In 1948 the Diocese purchased the former
Congregational Church on Buxton Road, the present English Martyrs
Church. The Granby Road site was sold to Bakewell Urban District
Council for £85, plus the vendor’s legal costs,…..without the iron
building in place.
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Ode to the Town Hall Stairs
Lillias Bendell
A poem entitled ‘Later On’, also known as ‘The Bakewell
Jubilee Song’ was reproduced in the 1976 edition of the BDHS Journal.
It originally coincided with Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee. The
writer in 1887 was making an ironical comment on the forty years of
discussion and proposals that had ensued before the New Town Hall of
Bakewell materialised in 1890. The poem mentions 26 of the town’s
personalities with a brief account of each individual written by
C.R.Allcock.
In a similar vein to ‘Later On’, an anonymous poem entitled
‘Ode to the Town Hall Stairs’ was written around 1905. Reading
‘between the lines’ the writer was eager to convey some dubious
opinions regarding the members of the Bakewell UDC!
‘Ode to the Town Hall Stairs’
There’s a lot of funny fellows
That resemble smithy bellows,
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs;
They are cram-jam full of knowledge,
Though they’ve not all been to college,
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs
Some are sure to get a tumble,
Then perhaps they’ll be more humble,
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs;
Some think they’re deuced clever,
But they’ll never, never, never
Reach the top of the town Hall Stairs.
Now there’s Allsop, clever chap,
He can give them all a lap,
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs;
He never turns or bothers,
‘Bout any of the others
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs.
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Little Bamford’s got a craze on,
It’s for co-operation,
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs;
But he’d better never worry
If he’s busy in the quarry,
He’s better off the Town Hall Stairs.
There’s Bramwell on the stump
‘Cos we haven’t got a Pump,
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs;
He declares that we ought’er
Develop Bakewell water,
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs.
Now it may sound rather funny,
But will he find the money
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs
If he won’t, he’d better drop it,
Or perhaps he’ll have to hop it,
From the top of the Town Hall Stairs.
There is also Mr. Brown,
Who goes strolling round the town,
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs;
He might have cares and worry,
For he’s always in a hurry,
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs.
I believe he’s got a notion,
To move some kind of motion
When he gets up the Town Hall Stairs;
But in the Parish Choir
His voice will rise much higher
Than it will up the town Hall Stairs
Young Fentem’s very clever,
His head’s not made of leather.
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs;
He will make his mark, I’m certain,
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If he can but raise the curtain
At the top of the Town Hall Stairs.
He’s a barrister-at-law,
So in him there is no flaw.
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs.
If you’ll give him half a chance
He’ll make all the others dance
On the top of the Town Hall Stairs.
The next is Joseph Howard,
We all know he’s no coward.
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs.
He’s the daddy of a hero,
So of course he has no fear’o
A tumble off the Town Hall Stairs.
There is also Dr. Knox,
But he’d better cure smallpox
Than bother with the Town Hall Stairs.
If he would, he’d get our thanks,
And that’s better than the pranks
They’ll serve him up the Town Hall Stairs.
encore verse
Yet another, “Whip and Thunge,”
Who would like to take a plunge
From the top of the Town Hall Stairs?
Whittaker may rave and shout,
But there’s not another doubt
He’d get knocked off the Town Hall Stairs.
So he’s better making ‘pop’,
For the summer might be hot,
Climbing up the Town Hall Stairs.
If you’d dress him in a frock,
And label it “Matlock”,
T’would be better than the Town Hall Stairs.
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The Town Hall was opened on September 18th, 1890 by the duke
of Rutland. It was built of stone in a gothic design by architect, George
A Statham, of Nottingham. A few months later on January 11th, 1891, a
‘Rearing Supper’ to celebrate the completion of the building was held
in the Royal Oak Hotel.
Bakewell Urban District Council, previously known as ‘The
Local Board’, was created in 1895, meeting on the first Wednesday of
the month in the New Town Hall. The change of name did not
necessarily make a force for the good as the installation of electricity
was not accepted until after 1899.
Severe winters, especially in 1904, affected employment in the
area and the Council made provision for soup kitchens.
Notes on the eight personalities,
all members of Bakewell UDC, named in the poem.
Thomas Allsop who was born in 1852, was a member of the Board and
later UDC from 1887–1906. He had previously lived in New Street and
Castle Street, and finally Woodbine Cottage, Bakewell. His trade was
builder, contractor and builders merchant in Bath Street. My
grandfather Ernest Thorpe was a young apprentice stone mason with T.
Allsop in the 1890s.
John Bamford was a stone merchant and quarry owner, later farmer,
who lived at Prospect House, Stanage, Bakewell.
He gave Parsonage Field in 1942 to the town of Bakewell.
William Bramwell, born in 1848, was a builder and contractor of
South Church Street and Butts Road, Bakewell.
He was a member of the UDC from 1899–1906.
In 1908, town water was connected to the fountain over the bridge,
updating the previous Wicksop system which had been prone to
interruptions. New schemes were discussed and tried out with regard to
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provision of a swimming pool or bath house, utilising the river water or
warm springs. All met with failure and were eventually abandoned.
Tom Hampson Brown was an accountant and auctioneer of Rutland
Chambers. He resided at The Avenue, Bakewell.

Advertising a Sale by Hampson Bros. in 1905.

Fentem, should this be Fenton?
The verse suggests that the person is a ‘barrister-at-law’ in which case it
is much more likely to be lawyer, William Fenton D.L. of Churchdale
Hall, Ashford.
He was chairman of the County Magistrates for the Bakewell Petty
Sessional Division.
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Dr Thomas Fentem MD., B.Sc. of King Street, was also a member of
the UDC and was due to retire from office in 1906. He was a surgeon
by profession.
Joseph Howard was born in 1846 living in Matlock Street, and later
Bridge Street, carrying out the trade of blacksmith.
His son, John Howard, was a Boer War hero for whom, along with J.
Littlewood, a ‘Welcome Home’ was held in the Town Hall, with gold
watches being presented to them.
Dr John Knox originated from Co. Tyrone, Northern Ireland and
resided at Church House, North Church Street, Bakewell. He was
Medical Officer for various official bodies, including being Surgeon.
Lieut. Col. Medical Officer for the 2nd Volunteer Battalion, Sherwood
Foresters.
An outbreak of smallpox occurred in 1893 when two cases were
isolated in the Fire Engine premises on Butts Road, while the manual
fire engines were moved to the Butter Market for the duration. An
Infectious Diseases Hospital opened a year later on Shutts Lane. In
1912 the Council purchased a steam fire engine.
Earlier, in 1899, council concerns were raised as gutters were still being
used as open sewers and there was also the problem of finding sites for
refuse and cinder disposal. A town tip had been opened in 1895.
William Henry Whittaker’s name is brought into this satirical verse as
he was the well known mineral water manufacturer of Matlock. The
reference to the ‘frock’, could relate to the formidable Mrs. Mary
Whittaker’s management of the Matlock Bath branch of the Company.

74

Whittaker Mineral Water Bottle.
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PHOTOGRAPHS AND POSTCARDS OF BAKEWELL
AND DISTRICT.
THE COCKERTON COLLECTION
Trevor Brighton
In June last year Michael and Heather Cockerton generously
gave a collection of items, principally photographic, to our Society.
Such collections enhance our excellent archive of photographs of the
town and its surroundings. The images were largely taken in the first
half of the 20th century and the majority is of classic views of the river,
bridges, the parish church and the Square, all of which helped to attract
tourists to the town. A few privately taken shots of parts of Bakewell,
not usually the focus of attention, were taken to Gratton’s photographic
shop in Matlock Street and reproduced as postcards for personal use.
Beside the photographs there are a few documents in manuscript
and print relating to the town.
The views reproduced here are drawn from the following
general categories.
1. Views of the town
2. Views of the church
a. exterior
b. interior
3. Bridge House, Bakewell
4. Haddon Hall
5. Places around Bakewell.
1.

Views of Bakewell
These are almost invariably taken with the parish church as the
dominant feature. Two of the most comprehensive are taken from
Castle Hill. A coloured view from Station Road to Cross’s Folly is
interesting in that it shows the allotments beside the bridge at the
beginning of Coombes Road. Judging from the horse droppings in the
road it dates from the early 20th century before the motor car had
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replaced horse-drawn vehicles.
lighting.

Notice the town’s extensive gas

Lower Station Road showing allotments.

Various views towards the church are taken from the north, the
south, the west and from the river. Interestingly there are no views
incorporating the church from the north. This side of the church is the
least interesting architecturally.
For the tourist on a fine summer’s day, then as now, the river, its
bridge and weir presented the most picturesque prospects. The water is
limpid, and the island crowded with trees and not a single waterfowl or,
indeed, a tourist is to be seen. All this stillness suggests these views
were taken in the early morning.
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Tory Island with a flourish of rhododendrons.

Upstream, is a lively shot of the packhorse bridge at Lumford.

The pack-horse bridge
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Downstream is a picture of ‘The Gardens’, a neatly kept corner of the
Recreation Ground by the Holywell.

The Holywell in ‘The Gardens’.

Nearby, spanning the river in the form of a stone clapper bridge, are
the ‘Stepping Stones’. This was a fly-casting station for anglers which,
sadly, has now gone.

The Stepping Stone
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There are three postcards of interesting buildings.
(a) The old Vicarage from the garden front. This bears the title
‘The School House’. In 1919 the boarding house of Lady
Manners School was transferred from Dagnall to the Vicarage.

The School House (Vicarage)

(b) The Memorial Cottage Hospital. The Duke of Rutland gave the
land and laid the foundation stone in 1920. It commemorated
the 263 men from Bakewell and district who gave their lives in
the First World War. Their names are recorded at the entrance
of what is now a private nursing home.

The Memorial Cottage Hospital
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(c). The house in King Street once owned by James Taylor, the banker.
See Trevor Brighton, Bakewell, Ancient Capital of the Peak, 2005, p.57.
Note the extension in the foreground of this photograph.

James Taylor’s house in King Street, Bakewell

For the tourist interested in Bakewell’s old houses the view of
St. John’s Hospital (Alms Houses) and the cottages below the church in
South Church Street was one of the most photographed scenes in the
town. Half a dozen postcards of these buildings were taken just after
the First World War showing them draped in ivy and two of the
cottages still thatched. The one on the left is the likely first location of
Lady Manners School (1636). This was discussed in the last edition of
this Journal.
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The Almshouses (St John’s Hospital)

Old Cottages in South Church Street
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Next are cards of the town’s so-called Square which dates from
around 1804/5. One shows the elegant lamp in the centre of the Square
erected in honour of Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in 1897.

Rutland Square

Subsequent views show the Square’s present cenotaph which
replaced the lamp in 1921. The fine iron railings outside the Rutland
Hotel, festooned here with climbers, were sacrificed, along with those
opposite on Bath Gardens, for the munitions effort in the Second World
War.
One interesting view in the Square is taken over a sea of hats as
a large crowd watches the arrival of Bakewell Town’s carnival. A float
of policemen with outsize heads and helmets is in the centre. On the
right is the Old Clothing Hall which fronted the market place when the
stalls were held in the streets. It was pulled down and rebuilt in 1936.
This photograph was taken in the late 1920s.
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Bakewell Carnival in the Square c1930

2. The Parish Church
(a) Exterior
These views are taken from various points in the town with the
church’s spire predominant. They are so familiar and have changed
little since William Flockton restored the building in the 1840s.
However, one private and unusual view is taken from the garden of
Butts House.
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William Flockton’s rebuilt steeple from Butts House.

The only detailed picture of the
outside of the church is that of the
large Anglo-Saxon cross in its
railed enclosure outside the south
transept.

The Anglo-Saxon cross shaft.
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(b) Interior
These are the monuments of members of the Vernon-Manners
families in the Newark. That of Sir John Manners and his wife Dorothy
shows the monument complete before thieves stole the effigies of the
children at its base in the 1970s. For the construction of this monument
see JBDHS, 2008, no.35, pp65-70.

Monument to Sir John and Lady Dorothy Manners
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3. Bridge House and gardens

This is an interesting group of private photographs converted
into postcards, more for the use of the owners of Bridge House since the
gardens were not then open to the public. The views were probably
taken in the 1930s. The house is festooned with climbers and
manicured lawns are set up for croquet. The owner, Mr. F. S, Goodwin,
is seated outside in meditative mood. He was a partner in the Bakewell
firm of solicitors, Goodwin and Cockerton, latterly known as Goodwin,
Cockerton and Colquhoun.

Bridge House
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.
Bridge House, Mr F.S. Goodwin

.

Bridge House croquet lawn.
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Bridge House rock garden

4. Haddon Hall

An album of 24 black and white photographs of stiles, gateways
and notices on the Haddon estate may seem of little interest. Apart
from those labelled ‘Bowling Green Lane, most are not named and are
difficult to locate now. In 1924 they formed part of the evidence in the
law suit between the Bakewell Town Council and others and the
Marquess of Granby. The former partly accused the Marquess of
closing well established public footpaths after he had taken up residence
at Haddon. For details of the case and the judgement see JBDHS Nos
59, 65 and 72.
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The other views are tourist postcards of the Hall and gardens.
Some are reproductions of etchings by Arthur H. Hammond and
published at the Studio in Youlgreave. The garden views reveal little
planting, neatly kept lawns and the Hall clad in ivy. There are views
taken early in the last century, when the Dorothy Vernon legend was
still believed, which are captioned ‘Dorothy Vernon’s Door’ and
‘Dorothy Vernon’s Bridge’. The latter is captured in an unusual view of
the 17th century fishing bridge below the garden.

Haddon Hall,’ Dorothy Vernon’s Door’
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Haddon Hall, ‘Dorothy Vernon’s Bridge’.

Among the items on Haddon Hall is a lithograph of William Hage, the
inventive guide to Haddon Hall, in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.
It was he who pedalled the legend of Dorothy Vernon’s elopement
together with other fanciful tales about the Hall. The artist is Samuel
Rayner who published The History and Antiquities of Haddon Hall in
two volumes (1836–37).
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Lithograph by Rayner of William Hage.
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5. Views around Bakewell

These photographic postcards range from the churches of
Youlgreave and Tideswell to a peaceful scene in Lathkil Dale and a
view looking down into Monsal Dale as a passenger steam train crosses
the famous viaduct on its way to Manchester.

Monsal Dale

Finally, there are four views of local watermills at Ashford and Alport
from etchings and water colours by Arthur H. Hammond.
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Ashford Mill by Arthur H. Hammond.

Alport Mill by Arthur H Hammond.
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An unusual view of the Peacock Hotel at Rowsley is taken from the
gardens with the building cloaked in ivy.

The Peacock Hotel at Rowsley from the gardens.

a. Printed and manuscript
items.
(a) An obituary notice of Major Eric Barker of Brooklands on Coombes
Road (from the Bakewell Parish Magazine, 1975).
(b) Two copies of Bakewell’s Good News for April and June 1979.
(c) Richard Cockerton’s account of ‘The Bakewell Blitz, 22nd
December, 1940’ recorded in January 1978. (This was published in
JBDHS, No 30, 2003.)
(d) A manuscript commentary by Richard Cockerton, chairman of the
parish church council, entitled ‘Waterclosets for All Saints Parish
Church’.
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WIGGERDALE TROUT HATCHERY
Warren Slaney
Head River Keeper for Haddon Estate

In the poplar plantation in Wiggerdale, within sight of the public
footpath leading south from Bakewell (map reference SK222668), is the
ruin of a small stone building. It had troughs used for rearing fish. The
babies were taken in milk churns, via the many meres where the water
was refreshed, to Raper where the fish were released into the ponds.
Spring water is disease- and parasite-free and a constant 10 degrees C,
perfect for rearing fish. Fred Burton, a previous river keeper, knew Mr.
McClatchy who was keeper after the war to 1964. Clatchy used to say it
was the hardest day of the year bringing the fish over. They did lose the
fish some years from de-oxygenation. When we were fish farming we
costed repairing the Wiggerdale Hatchery to use it to hatch and firstfeed our trout. But it was too derelict.
A BAKEWELL ACCOUNT
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Lillias Bendell
Mrs. Rachael Ewings and her husband Joseph resided at Burre House,
Bakewell, for more than 20 years until she was widowed in the 1880s,
followed by her own death in 1896. She
had employed a cook, parlour maid and
housemaid, all living in the house. A
coachman and his family occupied
Burre House Lodge.
She had her curtains cleaned in March
1894 for 11s and 5d at Booth and
Wright of King Street, Bakewell.
By 1899 Burre House was occupied by
John Hamilton Openshaw, JP.

Water Rate receipt for the Ewings at Burre House.
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NEW STREET EN FÊTE 1902
Trevor Brighton
This interesting, if faded, photograph gives us a glimpse into the
working class of Bakewell in proud celebration. The scene is New
Street (now gone) built by Sir Richard Arkwright as terrace housing for
his employees’ close-knit community with their ‘local’, The Anchor Inn
(now gone), at the end of the street.
Even after the destruction of his cotton mill in 1868, when
residents were drawn from other occupations in the town, the
communal spirit never waned, as photographs in our Museum’s
collections show.
This view, given to our Society by Steve and Annette Moody of
The Yeld, reveals the preparations for a street party with tables laid out
as women in pinafores, together with children, briefly paused to face the
camera. No men are to be seen; presumably they were at work.
The decorations are very impressive. Each house has a
‘triumphal arch’ of evergreens outside its door, but what was being
celebrated is not very clear. However, above the screen beyond the
tables, one can just discern a representation of the imperial crown of the
United Kingdom. This indicates the coronation of King Edward VII on
the 9th of August, 1902.

99

Aims of the Society
The Bakewell & District Historical Society conserves the Old House
and provides education to the visiting public by enhancing the museum
contained therein. The Society seeks out and records aspects of
historical interest, especially in the Bakewell area, in order that they
may be preserved for the benefit of posterity.
To this end it publishes an annual journal and occasional books and
papers. A programme of talks and visits is provided for the continuing
education of Society members.
Membership of the Society
Membership of the Society, for which the annual subscription is £9
(£12 for two people at the same address) permits the member to take
part in all of the Society’s activities, including attendance at lectures,
outings and social functions. In addition, membership permits free
admittance to the Old House Museum and use of its library. Student
membership is encouraged, for which the annual subscription is £4.50.
A complimentary copy of the annual journal is sent to each member
(one copy per address). Further copies may be purchased at a cost of
£5.00.
Articles for inclusion in the next Journal should reach the editor no later
than November 1st, 2016.
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