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PROGRAMME
2017
Wed 22 Mar

Pre-opening coffee morning 10.30am at the Museum.

Wed 22 Mar

Talk "Renishaw Hall "by Neil Hartburn.
Group visit in June.

Wed 12 April Talk "The History of Cement Making in Hope Valley"
by John McGough and Malcolm Andrews.
Wed 24 May Coach trip to Southwell Minster, guided tours round the
Minster, Archbishop's Palace and Education Garden.
Sat 24 June

Salmon & Strawberries. 7.30pm at the Museum.
Please book. For details see our Newsletter.

Wed 28 June Visit to Renishaw Hall. Car share.
Wed 23 Aug

Coach trip to the National Memorial Arboretum.

Wed 27 Sept Talk "Rowsley, a Village Divided" by Ted Mellor.
Wed 25 Oct

Talk "Pentrich, England's last Revolution" by John and
Jane Entwhistle.

Mon 6 Nov

End of season party, 5 till 7 at the Museum.

Wed 22 Nov Talk "Decoding the Symbolism of Eyam Church's Wall
Paintings" by James Key.

2018
Wed 24 Jan

Talk "Erasmus Darwin and the Lunar Men" by Polly
Morten.

Wed 28 Feb

AGM followed by a short talk "A Forgotten Derbyshire
Athlete" by Stephen Coates.

March

Pre-opening Coffee Morning. 10.30 at the Museum.

All talks are at the FMH at 7.30pm. Non-members welcome.
More details about talks and visits will be in the newsletters.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Jan Stetka
I am continually amazed by the dedication and adaptability of our 100
or so volunteers without whom we could not run the museum or our
projects in the wider community. You will read later that we have had to
adapt the museum to earn a larger percentage of its revenue from events
rather than entrance tickets. Similarly, when we realised what a bad state
Bakewell’s Motte and Bailey castle was in, and I asked for volunteers to
help clear bramble, a work team immediately appeared.
Some long term volunteers are sadly no longer with us. Nancy Pulley
and Frank Saunders worked extensively on both museum and other
society matters for over twenty years. In this journal are obituaries to
them written by members. During the 12 years that I have been chairman,
the number of members has varied between 200 and 240; it is currently
232. New members have been gained by working on our projects, coming
to our talks and coach visits or by personal introduction.
Each generation of Trustees has wanted to leave the museum and its
collection in better condition than they found it. Some faced huge
problems. Soon after the museum was first opened, the front face of the
parlour started bulging forward. It was propped with massive timbers and
then re-built. It was years before the museum re-opened.
In our case the main problem is that building projects such as our
industrial gallery have meant heavy lorries on our forecourt. This has left
the surface severely potholed. We would like to follow the example of
our forebears and resurface these areas with re-cycled stone setts. Also
some of our display cabinets are not fit for purpose. They let in dust and
require heavy glass to be lifted to clean inside.
Fortunately, we have been left bequests by past chairman Brian
Jenkins and museum volunteer Patricia Tolputt. Also John Cooper’s wife
donated the proceeds of his funeral. So now we can go ahead.
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The Old House Museum
There has been a change at the Bakewell Tourist Information Centre
which means that it can no longer provide the services to us which made
it our largest source of visitors for the museum. It is now essentially a
retail operation selling art of the Peak District, cyclist clothing, tourist
books and local artefacts. This means that we are not able to have an
exhibition in the window or a pop-up banner inside; our leaflets are not
near the desk to catch the eye of visitors, but are relegated to the back of
the room. Staff are no longer handing out information on, or taking
bookings for, our trails.
Fortunately, our manager and volunteers started expanding the
number of events at the museum two years ago so that our revenue has
not been reduced in proportion to the reduction in visitor numbers. So
whilst there was a 12% reduction in the number of visitors to 6500 there
was only a 6% reduction in the desk revenue to £31,000.
With our greater emphasis on gift aid, both within the museum and
membership subscriptions, it looks as though we will still break-even this
year in spite of losing a major source of marketing.
Every one involved in running events and catering for visiting groups
is to be congratulated. Their initiative and hard work has meant that 2016
was another successful year.
In 2017 we need to make up for the display space that we have lost at
the T.I.C. We have therefore increased the marketing budget so that we
can, for instance, run museum advertisements on the outside of buses.
Also trail leaflets will be delivered with museum leaflets.
However, there are a number of physical improvements we need to
make to the premises in the coming years. These include the provision
of a hand rail for the steep path bringing visitors to our museum and the
resurfacing of our forecourt, preferably by extending the area of stone
setts which have proved so resilient. So we will gradually increase the
admission price from £4 per adult to £5 over the next two years with
corresponding increases for children and family tickets. The number of
visitors arriving without cash, who expect to be able to pay by card, is
increasing. So we are planning to introduce this facility. The till will be
used as normal to print tickets and then an option will be available to pay
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by cash or by card. Anita will be training all wardens in the procedure
for card payment.
Projects in the wider Historical Society
The Society was very pleased to receive a large quantity of papers
relating to Cockerton’s solicitors of Bakewell. Included in this journal is
an article by our president, Trevor Brighton, on the Cockerton
family. We also received papers from Mr Charles Evans relating to the
work of his father and grandfather as doctors and Medical Officers of
Health in Bakewell.
The aims of the Society include seeking out and recording aspects of
local history in order that they may be preserved for the benefit of
posterity. I thought that it would be useful to try to rank heritage that has
not yet been recorded in order that we might spend our time most
fruitfully. Accordingly, an evaluation grid was prepared.
The Viking age sculpture satisfied the criteria for Grade A, but we have
extensively researched this and reported results in this Journal.
Bath House was only awarded Grade C because the interior is in very
poor condition. It would require much repair and re-configuration. What
you see today is a mid-Georgian building with a later bath. Its vaulting
may be the only remaining original feature.
Castle Hill Motte and Bailey was awarded Grade A since this is the only
proved Motte and Bailey within Derbyshire. So we started work on the
Motte. The first report is in this Journal. I hope you enjoy it.
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Some potential for use or
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to Bakewell’s historic
purpose.
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THE COCKERTONS OF BAKEWELL
Trevor Brighton
(This appreciation of the part played by the Cockerton family in the
history of Bakewell draws upon the papers and photographs generously
given to the Old House Museum by Michael Cockerton. He also
contributed valuable details about his family to this article.)
Vernon Reilly Cockerton (1870-1938), the first Cockerton to live in
Bakewell, was born in Liverpool, but was not without Derbyshire
connections. Vernon’s grandfather, the Reverend John Cockerton (18051862), a graduate of John’s College, Cambridge and formerly of that
county, became headmaster of Dronfield Grammar School and, after he
retired, the incumbent of Beauchief Abbey on the outskirts of Sheffield,
but at that time still within the Derbyshire county boundary.
Vernon Charles Joseph Cockerton was John’s oldest child. He
worked in shipping in Liverpool, but unfortunately died after contracting
pneumonia at the age of 42 when Vernon, his oldest child, was 13 years
old. Vernon’s mother Sarah was left widowed with Vernon and three
younger children to bring up and care for in much reduced circumstances.
Sarah moved her family to the Wirral where she had acquired a corner
shop to provide her with some income and accommodation for her
family.
In his late teens, during school holidays, Vernon would absent himself
from the shop and was found to be working in a local solicitor’s office
without remuneration. As a result of a family contact, namely a Mrs
Swan of Froggatt, Vernon was secured employment with a view to
qualifying as a solicitor, with Frank Swetman Goodwin, solicitor of
Bakewell who was in sole practice at his home, Bridge House.
Vernon is understood to have arrived in Bakewell by bicycle, having
stayed overnight with Mrs Swan and to have immediately taken to the
town whilst cycling down from Castle Hill, with the vista of the church
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spire, the houses, the bridge and the river, before even meeting his new
boss.
He must have taken to his proposed career as he qualified as a solicitor
in 1892 and remained with Mr Goodwin before becoming his partner and
subsequently buying him out. The partnership became known as
Goodwin and Cockerton and remained with that name until the late
1960s.
Vernon became fully involved in Bakewell life and married the third
daughter of the Bakewell banker, James Taylor, namely Edith Augusta
Taylor (1869-1943) on 31st August 1898. Their first home was Riversley
in Cunningham Place, but after the birth of their first child, Catherine, in
1903, Butts House was acquired where they remained to bring up two
daughters and four sons.
Vernon was a cultured man with particular interests in music and
drama. He could sing, play and conduct, was president of Bakewell’s
thriving choral society and organised many of the concerts and dramatic
productions which took place in the new Town Hall. His name crops up
in various local enterprises, from the town’s Reading Room and Library
to the Barmote Courts.
His commanding knowledge of the town’s affairs made him an
obvious choice as Town Clerk of the Urban District Council. This was
a post of some power and influence, especially for a lawyer, such as no
longer exists on today’s emasculated Town Council. Indeed, it was a
legal battle that earned him public acclaim.
Local indignation grew in intensity as the Marquess of Granby sought
to restore Haddon Hall and its surrounding park. His family had vacated
the house and estate to live again in their premier ancestral home, Belvoir
Castle in Leicestershire, in 1703. In the intervening two centuries the
Hall was closed and the park allowed to decay. The Marquess had been
painstakingly restoring the Hall which everyone applauded considering
the depressing state of aristocratic decline and the abandoning of so many
country estates after the First World War. However, the Marquess strove
to protect the privacy of his new home by closing a number of footpaths
that local people and rambling associations had opened up in close
proximity to the Hall. He erected barred gates, built walls and planted
trees across the paths. Notices were erected at these points announcing
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that beyond lay the private property of the Haddon Estate and that
trespassers would be prosecuted. (2)
Ramblers reacted angrily, by tearing down the notices and breaking
through the barriers. Whilst the Marquess pondered how to react, his

V.R.Cockerton’s invasion force approaches Haddon Hall, 28th March, 1924

hand was forced when the Peak District and Northern Counties Footpaths
Society pressed the Bakewell Urban & Rural District Councils to take
action. Accordingly, Vernon Cockerton was given instructions and
power to act. Out of courtesy he informed A. H. Carrington, the
Marquess’s agent in Bakewell, of the Council’s decision to take action.
This followed on 28th March 1924 and the High Peak News described the
day’s activities:
The decision was put into effect on Saturday afternoon. Although no
public announcement of what was to take place had been made, the news
of what it was proposed to do soon circulated and by two o’clock, the time
arranged for the ‘meet’, a few hundred people had assembled on Bakewell
bridge, the meeting place. Someone raised a cheer as eight workmen of
the Urban District Council, under their surveyor, Mr. W. H. Davis,
marched on to the scene, armed with all necessary implements – pick axes,
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spades, wire cutters, crowbars, and so forth. The scene resembled a pioneer
battalion-in-miniature going into the line.
There was some little unavoidable delay in making a start, but eventually
the ‘procession’ wended its way through the meadows on the banks of the
Wye to Haddon Hall. At the head were Mr. V. R. Cockerton, who
controlled the operations throughout, and Mr. Davis, and behind followed
the Council’s workmen and about a couple of hundred of the general
public. As a matter of fact, in the strictly urban portion of the Marquess’s
estate, no obstacles were encountered, but the Urban Council, realising that
the interests of the townspeople of Bakewell have been affected by the
Marquess’s actions, have decided to give every possible help to the Rural
authority. Members of the Urban Council present included Messrs. George
Frost, J.P. (chairman), A Buxton, G. Allsop, H. Broughton, and A. R.
Brand, while Mr. F. B. Wildgoose (of Over Haddon) represented the Rural
District Council. Photographs of the alleged obstructions were taken by
Mr. J. R. Board, of Hunters, Buxton.
The first obstacle met with was near the Sheepbridge in a line with
Broadmeadow gate. This was about 400 or 500 yards from Haddon Hall.
A chestnut paling fence, surmounted by a row of barbed wire, stopped
further progress. The wire was cut and a gap made in the fence, and the
company passed through. A couple of yards further on was a notice which
read: “This footpath, which is the private property of the Marquess of
Granby, is closed to the public.” The notice was torn off the board, and the
walk in the direction of Haddon Hall resumed. At the other end of the
footpath, near the caretaker’s cottage at Haddon Hall, a similar notice was
treated in a similar manner.
The next move was in the direction of the main Bakewell-Rowsley road,
over the Haddon bridge and taking the lower road. On the opposite side of
the main road, near ‘The Echo’, was a notice which read: “This footpath,
which is the private property of the Marquess of Granby, will be closed to
the public for one day in each year.” This notice was also removed from
the board.
A walk back to the site of notice-board No. 2, and then to the rear of
Haddon Hall, was the next item, in the afternoon’s programme. It is
noteworthy that nothing was done in connection with the footpath which
used to run in front of the hall, but that the rear path was taken.
At the entrance to the wood at the back of the Hall the following noticeboard was met with, “Private Notice. Visitors are earnestly requested not
to use this path. By order.” In this instance the notice was painted on the
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board, which was uprooted and laid on one side. Through the wood the
company went, and thence straightaway to the gate which leads out on to
the main road, near Pickering Corner. The gate was found to be securely
locked, but the lock was broken by Mr. Davis with the aid of a chisel, and
the gate opened.
Back through the wood, in front of Bowling Green Farm, and thence
along the lane in the direction of Boun’s Corner was the next move. Up
till now no sign had been seen of any estate official or workmen, but on
approaching the corner where a green roadway branches off in the direction
of Rowsley, coming out on to the main Bakewell-Rowsley road near Wye
Farm, an estate workman was seen. It is understood, however, that no
protest was offered against what the Council’s workmen proceeded to do,
and the estate employee was on the spot for the purpose of taking names.
It was at this point that the hardest manual work had to be done, for two
substantial stone walls had been built, and between them a number of
young ash and spruce trees had been planted. Here Mr. Frank Ivinson (the
highway surveyor to the Rural District Council) was awaiting the arrival
of the company, with three men to re-inforce Mr. Davis’s little gang. A
gap, 12 feet wide, was cut through each wall and twenty-eight trees were
uprooted and placed on the side of what is supposed to be the roadway.
The way having been cleared, progress was made to Boun’s corner, where
a wall on each side of the road was similarly treated. These were the last
obstructions dealt with and the return journey to Bakewell was made by
the Coombs Road.
Although some seven or eight miles must have been covered, and from
the time of the departure from Bakewell to the arrival back again was about
three hours. The proceedings were conducted in an orderly and
businesslike manner, practically all the necessary work being carried out
by the surveyors and their men, the general public being interested onlookers. As stated there was no opposition at the time, but the sequel to
the afternoon ‘s work – if there is one – is awaited with interest. (3)
The Marquess responded immediately and sued both the Councils. The
case was heard in the Chancery Division of the High Court and Vernon
Cockerton engaged learned counsel on behalf of the Urban and Rural
District authorities. Investigation revealed that the Marquess was
vindicated in the case of three footpaths near his Hall which had been
stopped up in 1799 and again in 1813. However, no such precedents could
be revealed regarding four other footpaths. Both parties agreed to settle
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out of court, the Marquess ceding the right of way to the public in the four
disputed cases. He was also ordered to pay the costs of the case.
At a special meeting of the Urban District Council Vernon Cockerton was
fêted. The Chairman, Major H. C. Brook Taylor, declared the legal
settlement was ‘very satisfactory to this Council. Had it not been for Mr.
Cockerton’s tenacity, energy, and perseverance, the rights would no doubt
have been lost to the public… I congratulate him sincerely on such a
satisfactory accomplishment’. Mr. M. E. Brooke Taylor was also
congratulatory. Speaking as a lawyer himself he said, ‘nobody knew better
how much time and thought a lawyer had to put into working up a case
than one of his own craft. It meant a tremendous lot of work…and would
Mr. Cockerton now be able to get a game of golf on Saturday afternoon?
He had missed him from the links during the last three months.

This last reference was to Vernon’s passion for golf. He did achieve
a standard where he was invited to play for Derbyshire from time to time.
He would have been familiar with the game as a teenager having
observed it being played at the Royal Liverpool Golf Club at Hoylake.
When Vernon arrived in Bakewell, golf was being played at the High
Peak golf club in Buxton. He became a member here and also at a basic
nine- hole course that had been laid out near the dew pond on Calton
Pastures by a group of local business and professional people. As this
involved a somewhat arduous walk to reach the course up through the
Outrake and Manners Wood, Vernon took it upon himself to find
alternative land more conveniently accessible to those living in Bakewell.
Plans were drawn for an 18 hole course close to Hassop station, but after
considering all options the land where the present course is situated was
chosen, with arrangements being made with the duke of Rutland and his
agricultural tenants for play over their lands. The closeness of the land
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V.R Cockerton (seated left) and the members of Bakewell Golf Club 1899. Standing
L to R, P Suggett, AG Taylor, CH Brook-Taylor, DS Swanston and H Severn. Seated
right CW Taylor.

to Bakewell railway station, to enable visiting golfers to play, was one of
the considerations in choosing the site of the course. A meeting of
interested parties was held in Bakewell Town Hall on 13th October 1899
with the first hole being cut on the new course on the 18 th October.
Initially Robert Hage’s tea room near the station was used as a club
house, but this soon fell short of the requirements of a growing club and
in 1905 it was agreed to convert the disused building at the end of part of
the former kennels of the High Peak Harriers as a clubhouse.
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Sketch map of the proposed golf course on Calton Pastures.

In February 1920 a special meeting of the golf club was held to
consider the question of purchasing the golf course land as the duke of
Rutland’s estate in Bakewell and the surrounding district was to be sold
to meet death duties. However, in view of the small amount of interest
amongst the golf club members, the purchase was not pursued by the club
and the land was sold at public auction in the town hall. Vernon attended
the sale and a letter from his wife Edith to their son Richard, then at
Rugby School, reveals what happened.
‘Great doings. I know you will be interested to hear how some of the
land went at the Duke’s sale. I cannot tell you prices as I don’t know
in all cases. Wicksop Wood has been
bought by Bob Smith for the timber £3,500, I think.
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Most dramatic of all the Golf Links has been bought by a
Nottingham man for a fowl farm. Fancy looking on that lovely
hillside and seeing it all covered with wire netting like a bird cage. I
was inconsolable and was having tea with Miss Barker when Daddy
came in with the news. I wandered about absolutely miserable in the
garden. At a quarter to eight Daddy came in and I began bemoaning
again. Well, said Daddy, I’ll telephone to the chap and ask him what
he will take for his bargain – no sooner said than done – Didn’t know
the number, didn’t know the man’s address – knew his name, found
he had two addresses, chose the one to his home and rang up the man
in question. Fancy making the Town’s history in one’s own dining
room.
To make a long story short Daddy found out what he would take for
his bargain and bought the Golf Links – he Daddy – that lovely stretch
of land is now your Father’s. He has gone off this very moment with
a cheque out of my cheque book, to the Rutland where the Auctioneer
is staying to pay the deposit money, Three cheers for Daddy and for
Mother indirectly, for making her moan. Genuine sorrow is always
moving – shan’t we have some pleasure in roaming over the dear old
fields now knowing they are our own.
Ever your loving Mother.

Vernon as landowner subsequently agreed terms to lease clubhouse
and land to the club members, so Bakewell retained its nine-hole course
for the time being. Vernon’s ambition was, however, to found a
championship standard golf course for the County of Derby and for that
course to be based at Bakewell. With the arrival of the motor car for
transport Calton Pastures again became feasible for such a project. A
course architect was engaged, plans drawn for both a course and
clubhouse and a lease obtained from the duke of Devonshire. However,
the project never proceeded, partly through lack of support from other
clubs, but also the Bakewell UDC being unwilling to make improvements
to the Ball Cross Road for access to the course, there being no benefit to
the UDC in creating rateable value beyond its boundary.
Vernon’s standing in the town was at its zenith in the 1920s. In
addition to his other activities he was a governor of Lady Manners School
including a term as chairman.
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In 1932 Burre House was placed on the market. Vernon by then was
looking for a larger home as Butts House was not easily able to
accommodate his six children, by now grown up, but not married.
Vernon was able to secure Burre House in 1933 and the family moved
there.
Vernon had been anxious that his children should benefit from a good
education that he had been denied. His eldest son, Richard, and his three
younger sons were all sent to prep school in Rugby and then on to Rugby
School. Richard flourished at school. He took a great interest in the
development of radio communication and may well have pursued a career
in electronics or electrical engineering. However, Vernon withdrew
Richard from Rugby School after only three years, against the wishes of
his housemaster, so that Richard could join Goodwin and Cockerton in
1922 and assist in the development of the practice whilst training as a
solicitor. Richard put his energies into qualifying as a solicitor and
having been denied a university education studied for an external degree
in law through the University of London.
During his early years, back in Bakewell, Richard threw himself with
great enthusiasm into the Boy Scouts movement. He arranged camps on
Calton Pastures. Eventually with Gil Hudson, manager of the DP Battery
Works, as group scout master and commissioner for Bakewell and
district, Richard took the boys further afield – to Benllech on Anglesey
in 1930, to Belgium in 1931 and to Theddlethorpe near Louth in
Lincolnshire in 1932. Richard kept diaries of all these camps and
illustrated them with snapshots of the boys and their activities. (5)
Following the death of Vernon in 1938 Richard became senior partner
in the firm of Goodwin and Cockerton at the age of 34, the other partner
being his younger brother, Oliver (1906-1953), who had also been
brought into the practice. Richard also stood in for his late father as
chairman of the governors to Lady Manners School, then in the process
of moving from the centre of Bakewell to the present site on Shutts Lane.
Following Vernon’s death the Cockerton family wished to dispose of
Burre House, but the outbreak of war in 1939 prevented the family from
achieving this aim. Richard became in charge of the placement of
evacuees within Bakewell and up to six were taken in at Burre House.
Following Edith’s death in 1944, Richard, who had married Muriel Eyre
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of Bradwell in October 1941 and now had two daughters, took over Burre
House as his family home.
The 1939 hostilities also caused the Bakewell Golf Club to give up
their tenancy of the golf course and clubhouse. At that time it was
suggested that the course be ploughed up. However, Richard arranged
for the grazing of the land by sheep and the creation of a proprietory club
to retain golf at Bakewell until the end of hostilities. So the nine-hole
course was saved to be taken in lease again by the members’ club that
was recreated in 1946.
Richard was totally absorbed in the life of Bakewell and involved
himself in so many organisations and activities on its behalf. We can
appreciate his lifetime commitments from his own curriculum vitae
which he wrote in 1975, towards the end of his life.
RICHARD WILLIAM PENN COCKERTON of Burre House,
Bakewell Derbyshire.
Born 14th October 1904 the anniversary of William Penn’s birth.
I am in my 70th year, a native of Bakewell, where I have lived all my
life, except for absence in boarding schools during education, and a
succession of short holidays.
Educated at Oakfield Preparatory School and at Rugby Schoolserved in O.T.C.
I am a Bachelor of Laws of London University, a Solicitor of the
Supreme Court, member of the Law Society and a Commissioner for
Oaths having now spent over fifty years in the practice of the law in
Bakewell and the Peak District.
A founder member of the North Derbyshire Fire Board which
pioneered the National Fire Service during the last War.
A member and later Vice President and President 1972/73 of the
Derby Law Society.
A life member of the Youth Hostels Association, of the Society for
the Promotion of Roman Studies, and of the Derbyshire
Archaeological Society, on the Council of which body I served for
many years culminating in the Vice Chairmanship, and Chairmanship,
and being now a Vice President.
For many years Honorary Legal Adviser to the Derbyshire Parish
Councils Association.
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For 21 years a Derbyshire County Councillor elected for the
Bakewell Electoral Division serving on many Committees including
in particular Education, Bridges and Highways, and Parliamentary
Boundaries. For six of these years leader of the Independent Group.
Continuous service since 1934 as a Governor of Grace Lady
Manners School and Chairman of the Governors in 1938 in 1954-58
and in 1973-4.
Hon. Secretary 1927-1938 of the Bakewell and District Memorial
Cottage Hospital, later Chairman and Founder of the Bakewell and
District 1914/18 War Memorial Charity.
For over 13 years Clerk (part time) of the Bakewell Urban District
Council, serving later for nine years as a Councillor, of which three
years were served as Chairman and also service on and in the
formation years of the North Derbyshire Water Board.
Served as Captain in the Home Guard (formerly the Local Defence
Volunteers).
A Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries (a life member).
Chairman of the Bakewell St. John’s Hospital and Frost Cottage
Homes.
Steward of numerous Private Lead Mining Liberties namely the
United Liberty of Ashford in the Water, Tideswell, Peak Forest and
Hartington, the United Liberty of Stoney Middleton and Eyam and the
Liberty of Crich and Youlgreave and other Haddon Estates Liberties
under which Great and Small Barmote Courts are convened under the
authority of the Derbyshire Mining Customs and Mineral Courts Act
1851, based upon customs which can be traced back to the Roman
period.
Have held many lay offices in the Anglican Church including the
recent lay Chairmanship of the Bakewell Deanery Synod with
membership of the Bakewell Parochial Church Council for over 40
years and periods of office as Sidesman, Warden and Vice Chairman.
Took the initiative in 1941 in founding the Bakewell and District
United Christian Council the fruits of which can be seen in local
movements of Christian Unity.
Engaged since 1928 in the work of the Boy Scouts Association in
various offices as Scoutmaster, District Commissioner and Assistant
County Commissioner. Holder of the Silver Acorn.
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I present myself therefore as a native of Bakewell my interests
having ranged far, and as a great lover of the Peak District, and of the
people who live and work and move and have their being here. (8)
(Signed) R. W. Cockerton, January 1974

No sooner had the Cockertons moved into Burre House than the longstanding concerns about a by-pass around Bakewell was raised by the
Ministry of Transport. The increasing amount of traffic on the A6 road
which passes through the centre of Bakewell, became particularly acute
on market days and holiday periods. The solution offered by the Ministry
was quite horrendous and would have desecrated the town irretrievably.
It shocked the whole of the town and district and was particularly
diabolical to the Cockertons as it would be a visual and audible nuisance
in front of their house. The damage to Bakewell and its lovely
surroundings was highlighted by an article signed by one GGH in the
winter number of Derbyshire Countryside (1937). The article is
accompanied by the following graphic map. (6)
The Ministry of Transport, directing schemes in London on a national
scale and perhaps without due local consideration, propose to
construct a new road 160ft. 0in. wide in order to by-pass the traffic on
the Buxton-Matlock road-route A.6. which road is at present in the
region of Bakewell, about 40ft. wide.
The road as proposed would start on the Ashford road
immediately crossing the river as a broad 160ft. 0in. bridge by the
southern foot of the fine old packhorse bridge.
Through the river pastures known as Scots Gardens to the north foot of
the Bakewell Town Bridge and from the Town Bridge through the
meadows which form part of the agricultural show grounds to a point
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Sketch map of the proposed Bakewell by-pass 1937.

on the Matlock road about half a mile outside Bakewell which would
stretch a vast high-speed road.
From a cursory glance at the proposed route it is obvious how
deplorable the results of the scheme would be. A high-speed road,
encouraging fast and noisy traffic would imprison Bakewell on the
north, for access to the north from Bakewell would be across this road,
making it highly dangerous for pedestrians and vehicles alike.
The injury to the amenities of Bakewell would be vast. The pastures
of Scots Gardens, whose charm lies in the winding river, the two old
bridges, which are both scheduled as Ancient Monuments, and its
seclusion would suffer irreparable damage. The vast new road is
intended to cut through the heart of these pastures and to minimise the
erection of bridges the river will have to be obliterated and canalised.
The peace and seclusion of the remaining pastures would be shattered
and the noise of fast traffic encouraged by the new road.
The two fine old bridges which would flank the by-pass would lose
their identity in the great stretch of the new macadam road and the two
necessary new bridges.
It is hard to imagine simply planned Bakewell half-encircled with
this great by-pass, which one can associate so easily with the outskirts
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of London, capable of accommodating, as it would be, the immense
daily traffic passing to and from any of our great cities.
To thoughtful men the scheme cannot seem a wise measure. The
loss that will be suffered by Bakewell is not easily assessable, but
there are outstanding losses. Visitors no longer attracted by the
peacefulness of Bakewell will pass up and down the Valley urged on
by the new by-pass. The inhabitants of Bakewell will lose all, or
nearly all, the visitors’ trade upon which it relies to a great extent for
its livelihood. Though the loss of trade to the inhabitants is important
and deserves every consideration, the loss that will be felt more
acutely by all Derbyshire and indeed by the Nation is that of the
beauty of Historic Bakewell.
The advantages offered by the by-pass are more easily ascertainable,
they are quite few and they are limited to the through traffic which
uses the Buxton-Matlock road as route A.6 London to Carlisle. The
by-pass will save these motorists about three minutes on their longdistance journey. To the week-end motorist the by-pass is no
advantage. For the sake of saving three minutes in a journey of two
or three hours for a limited number of long-distance motorists,
Bakewell, Derbyshire and the Nation are asked to sacrifice the peace
and beauty of one of our finest Derbyshire townships.
Bakewell has still the stout purpose of accommodating the needs of
the farms and villages. It is a market town and it is in no way
reactionary to fight for its preservation. It is not an attempt to preserve
Bakewell as a museum piece, but an attempt to keep the life and charm
of a township where life and charm are intrinsic factors. (7)

The decision to implement this scheme was delayed as alternative
routes for the by-pass were put forward. The Cockertons, for instance,
favoured routing the road from Rowsley via Beeley and through
Chatsworth Park. Others suggested a road skirting the hills to the west
of Bakewell – a very expensive solution. The debate rumbled on until
the advent of war in 1939 left the matter in limbo.
Of a less contentious nature was the decision to build a new Lady
Manners School to the west of the town on Shutts Lane. Richard
Cockerton had now taken on the mantle of his ageing father who died in
1938. As clerk to the Urban District Council and now as chairman of the
Lady Manners School governors, Richard was prominent in arranging for
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the school’s removal from its inadequate buildings in Bath Street. So in
1936, on land given by the duke of Rutland, a modern grammar school,
with accompanying playing fields, was erected. Richard took a keen
interest in every stage of the discussion through to the school’s
completion and, as ever, was there with his camera to capture its erection.

RWP Cockerton’s snapshots of the building of Lady Manners School 1936
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Ceremony of opening the newly built Lady Manners School
by the Marchioness of Hartington (left), RWP Cockerton, chairman of governors
(centre) and RE Filsell (headmaster).

The outbreak of war in 1939 saw Richard active in a civil and military
capacity. As town clerk he was busy in preparing the town for air raids
and a dreaded German invasion. His military rôle emerged with the
creation in May 1940 of the Local Defence Volunteers, soon to be known
as the Home Guard. Richard’s time in the OTC at Rugby and his work
with the Boy Scout Movement, led to his being promoted from
sergeant to lieutenant to captain in the Bakewell and District Home
Guard. He helped coordinate the various services in the town – the fire
station, air raid wardens, police and hospital services. All were alerted
when a German bomber tried to hit the DP Battery works which triggered
a fear of German invasion troops passing through Bakewell and secret
plans for defence of the town were drawn up.(8)
An inveterate diarist and recorder, he wrote bulletins on the effect of
the war on the town. Among these were the contentious plans to billet
evacuees in Bakewell and district. On 1st September 1939 some 220
boys from Manchester secondary schools arrived at Bakewell station and
were escorted in parties down Station Road by their teachers and
assistants from Richard’s Bakewell Boy Scouts.
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The staff of the 6th Corps of Signals, based at Burton Closes, liaised
with Richard as clerk of the UDC. Anxiety mounted following German
air raids on Sheffield and Chesterfield on December 12th and 15th, 1940.
The abortive attack on the DP Battery Works followed on the 23 rd.(8)
Orders were despatched to the Corps of Signals suggesting that aircraft
carrying parachutists and infantry might try to land in the Bakewell area.
To counter this possibility Major Waters of the third company Corps of
Signals asked for Richard Cockerton’s assistance in neutralising Calton
Pastures by cutting down trees and creating obstacles for enemy aircraft.
A patrol tent was set up near Ball Cross and manned by the Local Defence
Volunteers under the control of sergeant Richard Cockerton. His war
came to an end when as a captain in 1945, he took part in a final parade
of the Home Guard units of the Peak District at Buxton.

Lady Manners School Speech Day 1963. The verger, Eddie Frost leads the
procession from the church, followed by May Alice, dowager duchess of Devonshire
(left), Miss Lucy Keller, RWP Cockerton, chairman of governors (left), and
councillor J F Pidcock, chairman of Bakewell Urban District Council,
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After the war, Bakewell, like the country in general, could not recreate
the life of the 1930s. Rationing continued and shops and businesses
began to change hands as proprietors began to move in from outside. The
old chamber of trade and commerce declined as old shops like Ormes,
Broughtons and Quail & Mellor gradually vanished.
The spectre of the by-pass still loomed over the town as Richard
Cockerton strove to use his influence to avert its progress. Local
government change presented him with greater obstacles. His critics,
who resented his authoritarian approach to Bakewell’s problems, referred
to him as Cocky Dick. He was well aware of his awesome reputation.
This letter, written on 31st January 1977, as a riposte to Lewis Orme’s
critical comments on the state of Matlock Street, illustrates the
patronising tone he could use – especially in the last sentence.
My Dear Lewis,
I was rather surprised when you said “Matlock Street is a mess”.
To me, with a much longer memory than yours, it is much less of a
“mess”, than it used to be, with R. Orme and Co’s Shop creating a
very dangerous corner, and the Royal Oak Hotel sticking out like a
sore thumb. Let me place it on record, in writing, beyond a
peradventure of doubt, that it was a clash between your own
Grandfather, and the County Highway Authority, which caused that
uncritical by-pass line to be laid down on a plan, over 40 years ago. A
by-pass, which is even more remote in the possibility of execution,
than it was over 40 years ago. But the manoeuvre, against your
Grandfather, worked – he agreed to the widening of Matlock Street,
and the re-building of his Shop, and the old Clothing Hall, with shops
stretching down to Foster’s Shop. A most notable improvement in
both the Square, and the North end of Matlock Street.
But the manoeuvre, against your Grandfather, worked – he agreed to
the widening of Matlock Street, and the re-building of his Shop, and
the old Clothing Hall, with shops stretching down to Foster’s Shop. A
most notable improvement in both the Square, and the North end of
Matlock Street.
There remained to be brought to fruition the Royal Oak widening, and
my Father, and I, had all this lined up for completion in 1938, with
Robinson’s the Hotel owners, buying up Harry Ardern’s higgledy
piggery (sic) properties, and a new Hotel to be built further back.
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Matlock Street looking south from Orme’s newly-built shop towards the
Royal Oak protruding into the proposed road.
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Demolition of the cinema and shops along the south east side of Matlock
Street, including the Royal Oak, 1974.

My Father laid out the New Garden’s estate, for Charles Wright,
with a suitable set back for the new Cinema, and there was supposed
to have been a continuous set back building line down to the
Recreation Grounds, where the Bakewell U.D.C. gave a valuable
price of frontage land, for road widening, and I personally negotiated,
from the Ministry of Transport, and secured for them, as Trunk Road
Authority, the frontage down to the old Pumping Station, so as to
ensure that the Ministry had it, before houses were built there.
All improvements for highway purposes have been delayed on this
route.
(a) By the 1939-46 War.
(b) The spurious excuse that a by-pass road, supposed to be
imminent, was a valid excuse for not improving the existing route.
I am firmly convinced that, even if all opposition to the by-pass were
to be withdrawn, there will not be the money available to build it in
any foreseeable future, except possibly in its Southern section, where
it would be of less damage to amenity, than if it went North, and North
West, of Bakewell Bridge. The traffic divides in the Square, and the
Southern section would cater for traffic wishing to proceed from the
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South to Sheffield. But the main mitigation for traffic in Bakewell
would be the re-building of Beeley Bridge, and the removal of the
weight restriction there, impeding commercial traffic in the Derwent
Valley. Many years ago, as County Councillor I highlighted this, and
came into collision with the then Duke of Devonshire. I still think the
7 ton weight obstruction in the Derwent Valley creates a grievous
disservice to the Wye Valley. Traffic over 7 ton in weight has to make
a long detour from Rowsley, through the Wye Valley, in order to
regain the Derwent Valley again near Baslow.
Someone will say “what about Chatsworth?” as though it was some
sort of “sacred cow” entitled to impede the traffic in the Derwent
Valley, potentially twice as important from a road communications
point of view than the Wye Valley.
Some day when Chatsworth House has become National or other
Trust property (it cannot survive the operation of Capital Transfer tax
much longer) someone will wake up to the importance of having an
unrestricted flow of traffic up the Derwent Valley. But I shall not be
here to see it, much as I desire it.
The other mitigating factors to the traffic situation in Bakewell are
(a) The motorways on either side of the Pennines.
(b) The growing realisation of the importance of the old London Road
to the South from Buxton via Newhaven and Ashbourne. A515
(c) The ever increasing congestion of traffic in the streets of Bakewell,
and the ever increasing inadequacy of the motor parking facilities.
Put this letter in your archives as a record of what the “old dragon” is
able to tell you.
Yours ever,
Richard W P Cockerton
Lewis Orme Esq.,
New Lodge
Station Road,
Bakewell.(9)

The “old dragon” still tried to breathe fire, but there had been no heat
by this time. In 1950 the creation of the Peak District National Park with
its administrative centre in Bakewell was a blow to the town’s Urban
District Council. Planning decisions were now transferred to the National
Park’s Planning Board. Richard deplored this move and hoped to make
his voice heard in planning decisions. He longed to be nominated by the
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Derbyshire County Council as one of its representatives on the Peak Park
Planning Board, but the Labour controlled Council wanted
representatives of its own political persuasion. Richard chose to press
home his feelings in letters to the Board hoping for some joint
deliberations between the Bakewell Urban District Council, of which he
was still clerk, and the Board. Here is an extract from one of his papers
written in 1959:
When the Bakewell Urban District Council had planning powers, (it
was one of the first local authorities in the country to make use of
them) it insisted upon the use of natural stone only for building
purposes at a time when the variation in costings between the use of
natural and artificial stone was not wide. I liken this to the application
of the rigid code of the old Law.
Following the unfortunate economic effects, for the country and
district, of the Second World War, and the passing over of the
planning powers by legislation to the Peak Park Planning Board (with
limited delegation of powers to the Urban District Council) the old
rigidity was relaxed, and gradually there crept in a policy of
authorising the use of artificial stone. Like the development of Equity,
this new policy does not seem to be based upon any settled principles.
I look out from here towards the West and I see in as prominent a
position as is possible an undistinguished looking building formed of
artificial gritstone blocks. I do not complain of this nor does it offend
my eye.
I go up Ashford Road and there beyond Lakeside I see an architect
designed building (which seems to me quite out of keeping and
character with the local scene) with an extremely aggressive pink
artificial gritstone wall, which I console myself will, in time, be toned
down by the grime from the D.P. Battery chimney and the smoke from
the Tip, if the wind chooses to blow occasionally from the South. I
try to avoid looking at it every time I pass it.
A short distance up Baslow Road, I see on an Ambulance Station a
yellow panel, which puzzles me, as it is quite out of keeping with
anything in the local scene. If this is permissible I wonder upon what
ground other less obtrusive features in other suggested buildings have
been turned down.
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Looking East across the valley, I find the most conspicuous
buildings in the Urban scene are Castle Hill and the Stationmaster’s
house, both of which have painted outsides, and in respect of which
the colour of the paint has so far as I am aware never come under
discussion with any planning organ, I speculate as to what freedom
there is under planning powers for any owner to paint his building any
colour he chooses. How is this to be controlled under planning
powers? And should it be controlled? And if so upon what principles.
I go up to Monsal Head and find the new and little used Car Park
there disclosing a large expanse of reddish surface quite alien to the
local scene where as I find that in the new stall market at Bakewell a
very much smaller area has had to receive expensive checker board
treatment in contrasting colours for some alleged and obscure
planning purpose. It reaches my ears that some artificial stone blocks
have been approved, and others have not, and I cannot make head or
tail of any principle involved.
The Davy Block has been much used, but no one knows how this is
going to stand up to the elements over a period of 50 to 100 years.
Some builders have expressed serious doubts about it to me. I wonder
what tests have been made as to its durability. In 100 years time the
blocks may be famous, or notorious, and it is no consolation to me to
know that none of us will be there to see the denouement, good or bad.
We ought to be planning for posterity but are we really doing so.
Then there are the artificial limestones versus gritstones. I am told
that some limestone artificials have been approved, and similar
gritstones not. Why? Builders can tell me that some artificial
gritstones are likely to have a much longer life than similar artificial
limestones. Have any tests or enquiries been made in regard to this?
These thoughts lead me on to a much wider speculation, and that is
that once the rigidity of insistence upon natural stone is abandoned,
why deny the use of brick? I have seen from time to time bricks which
would well harmonise with our local scene, and it may well be that if
we have to choose alternatives to natural stone, we ought to consider
specially selected bricks of suitable colour and texture. Behind all this
are serious human problems, and heartbreaks as to costings, of some
little dream house, in which a couple are to start married life or to live
in retirement to the end of their days. My impression is that things are
being made very difficult for such people. Not only is building land
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very difficult to come by, by virtue of planning restrictions, but the
absence of any clearly defined and settled policy is causing much
frustration and comment. Planning applications are tending to be
delayed by these uncertainties, and we are reaching a stage when it
may be said that the planning consents or refusals vary even as the
size of the foot of the person who actually deals with the planning
application. I think the time has come when there should be a
conference between the members of the Peak Park Planning Board
and the members of the Bakewell Urban District Council to clear the
air generally. As the Urban District Council has no representation
whatsoever on the Board, it is more than ever necessary that closer
liaison should be established. As matters stand at present, important
questions are in effect decided by one or more officials only, and it is
high time that the elected representatives of the people were given an
opportunity of making known, on their behalf, some of the problems
and inequalities which tend to bedevil planning with the Urban
District.
I do very much hope that this short paper of mine will lead to some
action and it has been written with that object in view. In other words
from the point of view of constructive rather than destructive
criticism.
26th July, 1959.

Looking back over this correspondence in 1975 he noted with dismay,
‘No action whatsoever was taken by the Peak Park Planning Board in
response to this paper’.
He continued his bombardment. As late as 1976, four years before his
death, he sent a long paper to the Board outlining the history and
architectural development of Bakewell. Having again received no reply
he drew the matter to the Board’s attention. A month later he received
the following letter from the Board’s Architectural Conservation Officer:
I regret delay in replying to your letter… but as requested return
your paper on the development of Bakewell. As you suggested I have
taken a photo-copy of the paper, which I found very interesting to read
and which I would welcome the opportunity to discuss with you
sometime. (10)
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He still clung to the power once enjoyed by the Bakewell Urban
District Council, but that body’s life was now nearing its end. In 1974
the Local Government Act abolished urban and rural district councils and
allocated their powers and assets to new District Councils. Thus the
Derbyshire Dales District Council was given control of a diminished
Bakewell Town Council which had been stripped of its economic assets,
such as its weekly market. Richard Cockerton must have felt that all he
and his father had striven to protect had been taken away. He sought
some comfort in writing about the history and archaeology of the Peak
District. He had for some years been a member of the Derbyshire

As town clerk, Richard Cockerton persuaded the late duke of Devonshire to
present the new chairman of the Bakewell UDC, councillor JF Pidcock, with his
badge of office. Always interested in local government affairs, the duke brought
along his wife and ‘uncle Harold’ Macmillan who happened to be staying at
Chatsworth.
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Archaeological Society and eventually became its chairman. In its
Journal he had published articles on the Anglo- Saxon tomb-slab in St
Marys Church, Wirksworth, as well as his interpretation of Derbyshire
place names. This work enabled him to become a Fellow of the Society
of Antiquaries. Although he corresponded on many matters of local
historical interest and recorded copious notes on a variety of subjects, he
published very little.

Richard Cockerton, late in life, as the assistant County Commissioner
of the Derbyshire Boy Scouts Association.

His industrious involvement in matters legal, political and
administrative naturally afforded little time for close research into
original archives. History for him was often a relaxing pleasure, an
armchair hobby when he could concentrate on reading secondary
sources. This romantic approach to the past led him to accept
unquestioningly the 18th century views of the Romans operating a bath in
Bakewell and the proposed origins of the Bakewell pudding.
A devout churchman, his last years included time spent as chairman
of the parochial church council. He had studied the large Saxon cross
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in the churchyard and his notes on it are now in our Society’s collections.
When the present writer, a newcomer to Bakewell and less than half
Richard’s age, reported to the church council that the cross was being
eroded, he bridled and demanded to know what were the grounds for such
an assertion.

The Anglian cross shaft (c1000)
placed near the south porch of All Saints church.

When told that scientific analysis considered petrol fumes might well be
a factor he replied, acidly, “Vicar, we must stop using a petrol mower in
the churchyard! Next business please.” The old dragon could still snort a
withering flame!
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Yet, if there is one visual monument to Richard Cockerton to signify
his contribution to the life and history of the town he served, it is the
smaller Saxon cross erected just outside the south porch of All Saints
church. Discovered on Beeley Moor, it was Richard who was
instrumental in re-erecting it here.

Burre House 2016

photograph by George Challenger

Richard had one son Michael (born 1947). Michael, after pursuing a
career in engineering, qualified as a solicitor and became a partner in his
father’s firm in 1974, then known as Goodwin Cockerton and Colhoun
following the joining of the practice by Vernon Colhoun. Following
Richard’s death in 1980 Michael became a governor of Lady Manners
School in his place, serving for several years. He continues as a trustee
of a number of local charities, remains as steward to the Barmote courts
and member of the Bakewell golf club. Michael fully retired as a solicitor
in 2015. His continuing partner merged Goodwin Cockerton and
Colhoun with Taylor and Emmet LLP of Sheffield. Michael has three
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grown up sons all of whom married and live away from Bakewell.
Michael took on Burre House from Richard in 1980 and occupied the
same with his wife Heather until January 2016. So ends the service of
three generations of the Cockerton family in Bakewell, principally as
solicitors over 123 years.

Notes:
1. A photograph of Frank Goodwin in his garden at Bridge
House was published in the last edition of this Journal on p.88.
2. For previous references to this action of the Marquess and the
law
suit that followed, see JBDHS, 1984, no.8 pp. 59-60;
1996, no.23 pp. 65-75; 1997 no. 24 p.72. An album of
photographs of the gates and other barriers on the footpaths is
now among the Cockerton papers in the Old House Museum.
3. Report in the High Peak News, 1st March 1924.
4. Cockerton Papers, OHM.
5. These diaries are interesting commentaries on early scouting activities.
Many of the Bakewell boys are named.
6. Cockerton Papers, OHM.
7. Richard Cockerton’s articles on another road – the ancient
Portway –
appear in this same Journal and in its predecessor.
8. See Richard Cockerton’s account of this air raid in JBDHS, no
30,
2003. The secret plans for Bakewell’s defence appear in
JBDHS no.38, 2011.
9. Cockerton Papers, OHM.
10. Ibid
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BAKEWELL’S MOTTE & BAILEY CASTLE
Jan Stetka
Motte and Bailey castles are rare within Derbyshire. There is one at
Holmesfield near the northern border and possibly another at Pilsbury on
the western border. So when it was possible that some of the Bakewell
site might be built on in the early 1970s, an archaeological investigation
was undertaken by students of Manchester University. They were led by
Michael Swanton of Exeter University, whose interest was whether the
site was that of the burh of Edward the Elder. Pottery dating evidence
showed it was not.
However, the Norman Motte has a complex internal layered structure
and rare external features which made it worth scheduling as an ancient
monument. The motte and bailey site was acquired by the Bakewell
Council who granted public access. Since then the land has been leased
to an adjacent resident, still with public access.
The motte had become barely visible due to a tangle of self seeded
brambles and thorn trees. There are also many larger trees growing on
the site whose roots will be mangling the internal layered structure. The
Bakewell Council negotiated with the Peak Park for permission to
remove the bramble so that external features could be revealed. The work
was done by members of B&DHS in conjunction with the deputy mayor,
Steve Baker, to whom we are most grateful. This is the story of that
project.
The Bakewell Council is now negotiating with the Peak Park for
permission to thin the thorn trees so that the public can once again mount
the motte for a superb view of Bakewell, which was its original purpose.
There is a tree preservation order on the site. The Council has offered to
finance a Peak Park tree officer so that we can agree the amount of
thinning.This would again be done by B&DHS in conjunction with Steve
Baker.
The main reference document for this article is Michael Swanton’s
report in The Derbyshire Archaeological Journal, Volume XCII, 1972.
Such references are quoted in this article as DAJ, 1972, page number.
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Pottery shards were found in Swanton’s excavation suggesting that the
Bakewell Motte was built in the late twelfth or early thirteenth centuries
(DAJ, 1972, p23). The two major track ways through Bakewell in circa
1200 were a west-east salt way from Monyash to Ball Cross and the
south-north Portway, locally called Castlegate for it was bound for
Castleton. (Portway is a generic term meaning a portage route to a
market town).
Bakewell’s church, bridge and motte site all lay on or by the salt way.
At the intersection of the salt way and the Portway was Bakewell’s manor
house Moor Hall. Some stone from the hall survived at the intersection
in 1800 at which time the site was called Moor Hall close. So the logic
of a tower at the motte site can be seen. Moor Hall controls movement
west of Bakewell and there is a necessity for another control point to the
east.
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The Gernons
Who lived in Moor Hall and who was in the motte tower? The lord of
Bakewell had been Peveril but his successor, Peveril II, backed the wrong
side in the conflict as to who would succeed Henry I. Henry’s daughter,
Matilda tried to secure the succession but her cousin Stephen seized the
crown. Peveril backed Stephen who was the loser at the Battle of
Lincoln. Peveril’s estates were seized in 1141 but restored to him in 1143.
The royal preference was to grant these estates on to Ranulf, earl of
Chester. However, Ranulf was poisoned, allegedly by Peveril. So Henry
II took Peveril’s estates back into royal hands. His successor Richard I,
granted the Bakewell estate to a loyal lord, Ralph Gernon in the late 12 th
century.Ralph’s pedigree stretched back as far as Peveril’s, and he had
many estates in Essex. So he was an absentee landlord to his Bakewell
estate.
For nine generations, a period of almost 200 years, Bakewell remained
in the possession of the Gernons. But it was run by local reeves, and run
very well judging by the expansion of the Common Field system during
that period. We know the name of the chief reeve in 1291; it was Gerard
Forestar. He acted for the lord of Bakewell (Gernon) in a charter
regarding
‘the transfer of two of the lord’s messuages situate between the
road leading to the Mill of Bakewell and the water called Warmewell,
and the road leading towards the Forum of Bacquelle (Bakewell
Market Place)’.
This charter gives us a list of people administering Bakewell who would
have lived and/or worked at Moor Hall. As for the motte tower, it would
probably be a look-out point for the man-at-arms mentioned in the
Domesday Book, for that role continued through the medieval period.
However, he would not be alone judging by the size of the Bailey. His
family and perhaps other families would have been accommodated
nearby. The continuous role of look-out requires many shifts.
.

41

The motte is a mound
with steep sides indicated
by the lengths of the
hachure lines encircling
it on this OS map. The
observation
tower
surmounting it would
have been made of wood
for no stone remains were
found
by
the
archaeologists.
When a tower was wooden it was the custom to cook out of doors,
preferably away from the westerly winds bringing rain and towards the
south east for the sun during lunch and dinner. On the south-east side of
the motte you can see a terrace between steep slopes.

Cooking out of doors near a house. From the Bayeux tapestry.
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The salt way ran out of Bakewell along the western side of the Bailey on
its way up to Ball Cross. The previous map of the Bailey shows the
embankments of the salt way by hachure lines. Ball Cross means literally
‘the Anglo-Saxon Cross by the Ball-shaped hill. There is diary evidence
of a socket stone for a round shaped cross shaft being taken away to act
as a cheese press for Mr Heathcote.
Look east into the field and you will see the ball-shaped hill top. This
was Moot Hlaw (which we corrupt to Low even though it is always high).
This is where the local Anglo Saxon Hundred met to discuss moot points,
i.e. issues which needed agreement amongst all local communities.
The salt way today is a muddy path through Manners woods. But it was
once well paved.
‘1678 – Pd.Ottewell Broomhead for mending the causing to the
Bawcross’
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The tarmac’d road that slants up the hillside on an easier gradient to Ball
Cross was constructed in 1810; the ancient causeway that climbed
directly through the woods was taken up, broken and used in making the
new road.

The removal of bramble revealed a spiral path
from the base of the motte to the top.

Swanton’s team dug trenches to the north of the motte and found there
had been a defensive ditch there. To the south of the ditch were boulders
to support the motte. It was amongst these boulders that they found the
datable pottery shards. To the north of the ditch was stony hard-standing
suggesting a planked bridge which could be taken away if the motte tower
was under threat (DAJ, 1972, p 230).
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Clearance of brambles to the west showed that there was a separate
path up the motte for visitors approaching from Ball Cross. This path
formed a spiral gradually ascending the motte to arrive at the top at the
same point as those within the Bailey who would use the planked bridge.
Clearance of brambles on the south-west side of the motte below the
spiral path found squared cultivation terraces of an unknown date.

The north-east corner of the motte where Swanton’s team dug trenches to
reveal evidence of a defensive ditch and hard –standing for a planked bridge.
The fore-ground is inside the bailey. We would like to fell the thorn bushes on
the side of the motte to reveal its shape again.
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Above is a photograph taken from the south-west before the motte was
covered with bramble and thorn bushes. It shows the rise from the spur
on which it was built to the cooking terrace in mid picture. Then the
further rise from terrace to the top on which a look-out tower would have
been set. The depression at the top is due to a badger track which can be
seen ascending the motte. The spiral path descends to the left of the
terrace and ascends to the right. Cultivation terraces on the motte side
start to the left of the large tree trunk.

This trench vertical section shows the defensive ditch with limestone
boulders supporting the base of the motte to the left and sandstone rubble
being heaped on an old natural surface to the right. This is the hard
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standing which supported a planked bridge. Today the surface is much
higher due to earth which has drifted downhill against the side of the
motte and filled the ditch (DAJ, 1972, p.22).
Of particular notice is the thick cap of clay, denoted as an area of
horizontal lines, which capped the motte to stop it eroding. There is also
a layer of clay covering the old natural surface with a layer of sandstone
rubble between the clays to give the motte structural strength. Thus this
motte does not consist of a heap of earth thrown up, but a long-lasting
structure of different materials brought from the hill behind.

This picture from the Bayeux tapestry shows the Hastings motte being
built in layers just like the Bakewell motte. A brown layer of clay is
being shovelled over the top of the motte to stop it being eroded by rain.
It is still there today.
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This picture from the Bayeux tapestry shows the Norman motte at
Rennes. The motte with tower is roughly the same height as the width of
the motte.
Michael Swanton thinks that the Bayeux tapestry is the best guide to
how our degraded mottes would have looked when built (DAJ, 1972,
p.25)
If we apply these proportions to the Bakewell motte and tower, a cross
section to the plank bridge would look like:
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The whole structure of the tower, the motte and the spur on which is
built would be about 80 ft high. This is higher than the church which was
built in the 12th century with a squat tower and no spire. The base of the
motte is at the same height as the base of the church, 500 ft above sea
level. So the motte and bailey viewed from the church would be as
impressive as the church viewed from the motte and bailey.
Moor Hall is at a higher altitude, 700 ft above sea level, which would
compensate for the building being a less high structure than the church
or motte tower. Thus in 1200 and for centuries beyond, Bakewell had
three impressive structures all in a line.
If you climb the spiral path to the top of the motte, you will notice that
there is a neat funnel shaped recess into the core of the motte. It is shown
to scale on the above cross section of the motte. Is it an original feature?
Fortunately, William Stukeley (1687-1765) visited the motte when he
stayed at Bakewell and wrote about it in his Itinerarium Curiosum,
Volume 2, 1725, page 26. He was a fellow of the Royal Society and a
friend of Isaac Newton, writing his biography in 1752. He was an
Anglican clergyman and a leading figure in Neo-Druidry!
‘A cold bath at the Angel Inn, arched over, and made very convenient.
Derbyshire marble wrought here, very beautiful, bears a good polish,
full of curious shells petrified together. The castle is a square plot [the
Bailey] with a large tumulus, hollow at top. The prospect every way
is romantic.’
So the neat funnel-shaped recess into the top of the motte was there
then. In other castles such a recess is a water store for when they are
besieged.
The Angel Inn is today Angel House entered from Portland Square.
In his days it would have been entered from Water Lane near its junction
with Water Street. Perhaps Stukeley is right about the Inn having a cold
bath or is he confusing it with having a bath at Bath House which is
‘arched over’. The archaeologists whose offices are in Angel House
might like to search for the remains of a cold bath arched over.
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THE REVEREND CORNISH’S FINANCIAL CRISIS
Peter Barker
This article represents an attempt to record the unfortunate events
regarding the financial affairs of the Rev. Hubert Cornish, vicar of
Bakewell and Archdeacon of Derby. Some of the happenings are
redolent of the financial intrigues recorded in Trollop’s Barchester
Chronicles. These events became critical in 1861, but must have been
some years in the making.
At the heart of the crisis was the vicar’s accumulation of great
financial debt. Most of the indebtedness was to local tradesmen and
people of commerce who had struggled for payment. The debts to be
outlined may seem quite trivial by current standards, but this view
changes when historic values are converted to contemporary values. One
method of measuring relative value over time is to multiply £1 by the
percentage increase in the Retail Price Index (a measure of inflation)
from an historic point to today. The period chosen for our exercise is
1861 to 2016. This measure indicates that £1 in 1861 is equal to £85 in
2016. In more familiar terms a bundle of goods costing £1 in 1861 would
require an outlay of £85 today. Using a multiplier of 85 to bring money
values to present time, better indicates the gravity of the vicar’s problem.
The RPI measure yields the lowest multiplier of the imperfect methods
available for converting values and is chosen so as not to exaggerate the
problem.(1)
It is useful to describe the main players in the drama. These are:Hubert Kestell Cornish (1803-1873)
Of a Devonian family, an Etonian, a Fellow of Exeter College, Oxford,
he later became a classics master at Eton and afterwards vicar of
Bakewell (1840-69) and Archdeacon of Derby. Hubert married Louisa
Warre of Salcombe Regis, Devon, in 1833 by whom four children are
recorded. Louisa died in her late 30s and Hubert subsequently married
Theophania Lucy Vernon of East Grinstead. The 1861 census records
Hubert aged 57, second wife Theophania, aged 32, and three infant
children living in Bakewell.
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James Taylor (1788 – 1863)
Born in Retford, moved to Bakewell in 1801 and was engaged in the
drapery business run by his brother-in-law Robert Johnson. This
business occupied the premises of what many Bakewell residents will
remember as Broughton’s store. By 1835 Taylor had established a bank,
probably in response to the needs of a large,
waged labour force at the cotton mill and
the growing development of Bakewell
commerce. As James Taylor and Son, the
bank was
situated wedged between the rear of the
Rutland Arms and the drapery business. Taylor
established a reputation for promoting the need
for propriety in financial matters and had an
antipathy to the concentration of wealth into a
few hands. His book A View of the Money
System of England, published in 1828, has a
quote from Francis Bacon in its frontispiece
which warns against concentration “for
Portrait of James Taylor reproduced
otherwise a state may have a good stock and yet
with permission from RBS.
starve and money is like muck, no good except
it be spread”. Taylor died in 1863 and such was his reputation in Bakewell that
the town’s shops closed for his funeral as a mark of respect. His obituary in the
Banker’s Magazine said “…….the pure integrity of his character armed him
against the temptations which proved fatal to many of his professional order.”
If only such standards had survived to modern banking practice!

Lord George Henry Cavendish (1810-1880)
Resident at Ashford Hall and was MP for North Derbyshire 1834–
1880. He was the second son of William Cavendish and brother to the
7th duke of Devonshire. He died at Ashford Hall in 1880. His role in this
story seems to have been that of a potential exerter of influence in
reaching a solution.
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Francis Barker (1809-1875)
Member of the influential Barker family, the third son of Thomas
Barker, the builder of Ashford Hall and steward to the duke of Rutland.
The mother of Francis was Sarah Gardom, the grand-daughter of John
Gardom, the founder-owner of Calver mill. Francis’ eldest brother was
John Henry Barker, a barrister of East Lodge, Bakewell (now
Brooklands, Coombs Road). His elder brother was Thomas Alfred, a
London doctor and his younger brother was Charles, a captain in the
Royal Navy. Francis lived at The Cottage, now called Newton House,
Station Road, Bakewell.
The Creditors
A heterogeneous group of tradesmen, commercial and medical people
resident in or close to Bakewell. Also two unidentified people referred
to as ‘private friends’ of Cornish. The accompanying table (Table 1)
presents the debts to trades persons and attempts to identify the
professions and trades which they occupied. The presence of some
construction trade-based creditors may reflect work done on the vicarage
refurbishment.
The Rev. Cornish’s Debts
James Taylor was informed in March 1861 by Francis Barker
regarding the nature and extent of the debts and that a meeting was to
take place between the vicar and his creditors. A letter from Taylor to
Cornish dated 26 March 1861 details the position. It will be noticed that
Taylor is one of the chief creditors and his role of banker gave him access
to information upon which to base his view.
Table 1
Taylor’s summary of Rev.Cornish’s debts as recorded in a letter to Cornish dated
March 26, 1861. The business positions of the named individuals are taken from
White’s Directory of Derbyshire for 1857.
Creditors

£100 +

Taylor
Orme

profession, trade

Banker
grocer, wine merchant
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amount
owed
£ s d
128 8 7
127 3 3

£50 - £100
£20 - £50

£10 - £20

£5 - £10

Tomlinson (2)
Greaves
Goodwin
Evans
Rawsons
Brewery
Masters
2 illegible names
Misses
Heywards
Hutchinson
Frost
Cordell
Mrs Gardom
Irving
Lees Bros
Bowen
Illegible
Brightmore
Bowman
Miss Austin
Illegible
Parker
TOTAL

marble table maker
landlord Rutland Hotel
bookseller, printer
medical officer, surgeon
Brewery

90
20
30
34
22

barmaster, actuary to Savings Bank

28 17 0
20 13 4
11 6 1

Confectioners
landlord Wheatsheaf Inn
joiner, wheelwright
Baslow based surgeon, GP
painter, gilder, fancy repository
linen & woollen draper, hatter
draper,tailor,clothier
joiner, builder
corn factor, seedsman

Sheffield & Rotherham Bank manager

18
12
17
5
9
5
7
8
6
5
6
8
5
634

11
17
10
18
17

18
17
1
14
14
15
14
2
11
6
5
12
14
0

0
7
6
0
6

7
8
6
3
3
2
6
4
5
5
0
0
4
3

(So total debts at x85 = approx. £53,891 at today’s values.)

This debt of £634 at today’s value is about £54,000. An
accompanying letter of the same date written by Taylor estimates the
trade debts to be £750 without extra explanation. The basis of this
estimate is “statements made to me (Taylor) by Mr Barker”. In the same
letter Taylor refers to a further £900 debt to two ‘friends’ who hold
securities worth £750 leaving £150 unsecured. Adding this latter amount
to the trade debt of £750 yields £900 unsecured, about £76,500 in today’s
money.
Taylor wrote to Lord George Cavendish two days later (28 March
1861) to appraise him of what he described as “the present unhappy state
of the vicar’s affairs” and continued that he understood his lordship to
have expressed a strong disapproval of it.
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The Rev. Cornish’s Income
The aforementioned letter of March 26 1861 reminds the vicar of his
income stream (apart from the vicar’s stipend) and shows him to be a
man of some wealth. The income is summarised in Table 2.
Table 2
Rev. Cornish’s Income
Income per annum
Net Income from the church living.
£400 of this is rents belonging to the living.

£
s
457 13

d
6

Rent from Cornish’s Devon estate
(less average outgoings)
Net estate income
Estimated total income

300
20
280
737

0
0
0
6

0
0
0
13

Two points are worth making about the contents of this table. Firstly, the
income from the living has been reduced by £30 paid to the Queen
Anne’s Bounty Office. This was a fund established in 1703 to assist the
financial requirements of vicars. In this case the fund was drawn on to
rebuild part of the ancient vicarage that was located lower down South
Church Street than the present vicarage. The existing Old Vicarage (now
a care home) was built in 1869 by Alfred Waterhouse for the next vicar,
the Rev. Balston.
Secondly, the net income from the Devon estate of £280 p.a. or around
£24,000 in current money, represents an asset worth over £700,000 at
today’s value.(3)
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The ancient vicarage with Rev Cornish standing outside .

Table 3
The Rev Cornish’s Necessary Expenditures
Life Insurance Premium on his own life *
Interest Payments on loans, one of which at least was to a family
member
Insurance premium on life of R. Moore (possibly a family member)
Subtotal
His own stipend as vicar
His curate’s stipend
Total outgoings

£
85
35

s d
0 0
7 3

2 12 0
122 19 3
250
0
0
150
0
0
522 19 3

*This is the amount given by Taylor. It is reduced from the gross premium of £107 3s 2d
because part of it was covered by dividends on London-Western Railway stock belonging to
Mrs Cornish.

Taylor’s communication to Cornish stated, on the basis of the figures
outlined, that after subtracting the ‘necessary’ outgoings, £522 19s 3d,
from the income of £737 13s 6d, an annual balance of £214 14s 3d
would be left which could be used for the liquidation of the unsecured
debts.
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Cornish’s Response to Taylor’s advice.
Francis Barker appears to have been the intermediary in these events.
He passed on to Mr Taylor that any first year payment to creditors was
not likely to exceed £150; afterwards it might approach £250 p.a. If these
targets were realised many creditors of much less wealth than Cornish
would at best have to wait for their money. However, Taylor reluctantly
agreed not to object to such a repayment plan as long as it was
accompanied by a firm guarantee that the debts would be repaid.
Taylor’s letter of the 26 March 1861 refers to intelligence he has
received from Barker that Mrs Cornish had stated that no such guarantee
would be given. Taylor’s response was to assert that he would “deem it
right to dissent from the proposition” (i.e. the repayment plan).
The Reasons for Taylor’s Disapproval.
Apart from the obvious injustice of a denial of payment by a relatively
well-to-do person of established position and social standing to people of
much inferior means, other issues rankled with Taylor. In particular,
issues concerning the insurance policy on Cornish’s own life. Taylor
observed that Cornish had made payments of £107 3s 2d p.a. in insurance
premiums for the 11 years prior to 1861. He had insured himself for
£1,400 or about £120,000 in current value. In 1861 Cornish would have
been 58 years old and, given life expectancy at that time, the beneficiaries
of the policy might well not have had long to wait. In the event of the
vicar’s death the creditors would have had no legal claim on the payout.
Moreover, the previous money spent on premiums could have been used
to pay off comfortably all unsecured debt.
The substance and tone of Taylor’s view of the insurance premiums
indicates that he saw the insurance as the vehicle by which money would
be transferred from the creditors to the Cornish family. This was “a
contingency which ought to be guarded against by a suitable guarantee”.
In the event of Cornish’s death before the creditors were paid, his family
members would benefit, not only by virtue of the insurance policy, but
also the inheritance of the estate. The denial of payment of debt whilst
featherbedding his family was, according to Taylor, to be “more injurious
to the credit and welfare of your own family than any money could
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compensate for”. The sad consequences of failure to discharge the debts
could be assuaged if a guarantee was to be given by Cornish’s eldest
son(4) that in the event of Cornish’s death the son would pay the creditors
out of his presumed inheritance. Taylor pointed out that the son enjoyed
an independent position largely through the expensive education
provided by the vicar.
The attitude of Lord George H. Cavendish.
Taylor appraised George Cavendish of the vicar’s indebtedness by a
letter dated 28 March 1861. According to this communication Barker
had passed on Taylor’s financial data and his request for a guarantee.
Taylor had clearly assumed that Cavendish would deplore the situation
and support Taylor in his quest for a fair resolution. In a responding letter
of a day later Cavendish makes clear that he must “decline to give an
opinion on Mr Cornish’s affairs”. He continues that any information he
had passed on to Barker was in the context of possibly “giving some
pecuniary assistance” to the vicar so that an arrangement with creditors
could be arrived at. Moreover, Cavendish firmly declined to support any
construct that made Cornish’s eldest son responsible for his father’s
debts. The contingency by which Cavendish might offer financial
support had not yet been realised so he declared “I have therefore no right
or wish to interfere in Mr Cornish’s affairs”.
Quite why Cavendish had considered helping the vicar’s finances is
unclear. Perhaps it represented a closing of the ranks by establishment
figures who sought to avert bad publicity and social discord. It is the
more puzzling given the vicar’s underlying financial resources.
Some context and outcome
There is fragmentary evidence that at least some parishioners were not
in harmony with the church. Extensive building work was carried out at
the church in the early 1840s and Cornish was an enthusiastic promoter
of major reconstruction. An extension of these improvements was a plan
formulated in 1846 to reconfigure the ancient paths and gateways of the
churchyard. In particular, the proposal would have removed the entrance
at the south-east corner gate which was much used for funerals. Instead,
funeral parties would have to use a new gate to be called the Vicar’s
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Entrance Gate at the south-west corner of the churchyard. Opponents of
the plan claimed this would impose an unnecessary and inconvenient
walk up what is now Monyash Road in often hostile weather conditions.
Also the reconfiguration of old paths would result in funerals passing
“indiscriminately over graves”. The reason given by the proponents of
the changes was that ground would be freed allowing yet more burials.
Opponents countered that they would favour a well considered plan for a
new cemetery.(5) Opposition to the alterations resulted in a petition which
was signed by more than 300 townspeople including leading opponent
James Taylor.
The following year (1847) the Guardians of the Bakewell Union
Workhouse required a survey of all lands, buildings and immovable
assets to be made. To this end every field, croft and building from the
grandest house down to the most humble cowhouse was measured and
accorded a monetary value. The results of the exercise are recorded in
the 1847 Poor Law Rate Assessment or Valuation and were to form the
basis of the new rating system for poor relief. This difficult task was put
under the charge of William Gauntley, a Bakewell surveyor and tenant
farmer of the duke of Rutland.(6) The point of interest for our story is that
Gauntley was a Quaker and this fellowship rejected all sacraments and
importantly, any ordained, paid clergy. Mr Cornish’s entry in the
assessment is presented below. Written beside the entries for Rev.
Cornish is “vicar of Bakewell so called” and this annotation appears to
be in Gauntley’s hand. The question arises as to whether this comment
was an outburst confined to a particular disgruntled Quaker or
symptomatic of an ill-feeling among a wider section of the congregation.
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Extracts from 1847 Bakewell Poor Law Valuation

Another insight into dissatisfaction with the local clergy is presented
by an undated poem fixed to the church door and believed to be of this
mid-century period.(7) Here just two verses give a flavour of the
sentiment.
Money, Oh money thy praises I sing
Thou art my Saviour my God and my King.
Tis for thee that I preach and for thee that I pray
And make a Collection twice each Sabbath day.
and
Money is my Creed I can’t pray without it
My heaven is Closed to all those who doubt it.
For this is the Essence of Parsons religion
Come regular to Church to be Plucked like a Pigeon
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It may well have been that some portions of the Bakewell
congregation felt uneasy at some of the clergy’s taste for high living and
high church sentiment, perhaps influenced by the Oxford Movement. (8)
Cornish was of Eton and Oxford as was his predecessor, Rev. Francis
Hodgson, and his successor, the Rev. Balston. To country parishioners it
may well have felt that the clergy was a clique or, in modern parlance, ‘a
chumocracy’.
How the vicar’s financial difficulties were resolved is unfortunately
not recorded. In a letter of 28 March 1861 Cornish wrote to Taylor saying
that a meeting would be “held in the course of a few days (I suppose) at
which everything will be discussed”. The phrase “I suppose” perhaps
suggests a lack of conviction at early repayment. Whatever the
repayment vehicle arrived at, if indeed such an arrangement was realised,
the Rev. Cornish remained at his Bakewell post until 1869. In that year
he resigned and became vicar of Hitcham, a village near Maidenhead.
The previous incumbent of Hitcham was the Rev. Balston who
exchanged with Cornish to become vicar of Bakewell.(9)
After leaving Bakewell Rev. Cornish had a note of farewell and thanks
printed and disseminated to the Bakewell congregation. In this he
recorded his gratitude for the gifts he and Mrs Cornish had received on
leaving. These were the “beautiful time-piece, the Inkstand and the
Davenport”. He recorded that they had “experienced the greatest
kindness from first to last from all without exception”. The warmth of
feeling embodied in the letter perhaps suggests a resolution to his
financial problems and justice done to his creditors.
A counter view is that the note states that the vicar was unable to take
his leave of the congregation in person as he was “much pressed for
time”. Also he records that he has had “for years a sense of discomfort
from conscientiousness of duties left undone”. We can only speculate as
to whether, included in these omissions, was the payment of his debts to
his unfortunate creditors and parishioners.
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Notes
1. For historic inflation calculators and methods see
www.measuringworth.com/ppoweruk.
2. This entry is for Abel Tomlinson, in 1861 26 years old, a manufacturer of
inlaid marble tables. His work was of sufficient quality to have been
shown at the Great London Exhibition of 1862. John Tomlinson, Abel’s
father, won a prize medal at the New York Exhibition 1853. The family
ran a small exhibition of work at a property at the junction of King Street
and Matlock Street.
3. Estates were often valued using the term ‘years of purchase’. The annual
income stream was multiplied by usually a 30 year term. In this case
£24,000 x 30 = £720,000 in today’s terms. If an estate included a
particularly desirable house or other assets it would be valued at a
premium in excess of years of purchase valuation.
4. This is a reference to Cornish’s son by his first wife, Francis Warre WarreCornish born in Bakewell 1839. His name was changed by deed
poll.
5. It may be of interest to know that the public case for a new cemetery certainly
had a force. Hamlet Charlton, vicar of Bakewell, was the first recorded
burial in the churchyard on Christmas Eve, 1614. By the end of 1845, the
year before the petition, 9,356 burials were recorded. This figure almost
certainly does not include stillborns, chrissoms, very early baby deaths and
vagrants passing through, but dying in Bakewell. Importantly, the burials of
perhaps 700 years before records began are not included. Oliver Rackham,
in The History of the Countryside, gives at least 10,000 bodies in an average
English churchyard. Bakewell’s status as mother and parish church would
put it well above the average. An all time figure of well in excess of 15,000
is not too fanciful.
6. Gauntley had been appointed in 1806 as the Bakewell and Over Haddon
Enclosure Commissioner, another large task of measurement and
valuation. Quakers were over represented amongst commissioners, the
reason being their great presence in the field of surveying. Not until the
Universities Test Act of 1871 could Quakers, Roman Catholics, non
Christians and non-conformists take up positions at English universities.
Surveying was one of few professions where a degree was not a
requirement for entry.
7. The full poem and the source can be found in the Bakewell & District
Historical Society Journal No.22 1995. Verses submitted by Peter
Robinson. See also Brighton, T., ‘Bakewell’s Martin Luther’ in JBDHS
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No.40, 2013
8. That high church sentiment was not always locally well received is
illustrated by events in Great Longstone in the 1840s. There, a Rev.
Charles Lewis Cornish strongly influenced by a leader of the Oxford
Movement, Edward Bouverie Pusey, so dismayed a portion of his
congregation that they broke away to form the Congregationalists in Great
Longstone. A familial link with Rev. HK Cornish has not been established.
9. An account of Balston’s tenure in Bakewell is to be found in JBDHS
No.37, 2010, ‘Dr Balston’ by Trevor Brighton.
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YET MORE ON THE EARLY DAYS OF THE
BAKEWELL & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
George Challenger
The Society has received a book compiled by John Marchant Brooks
(JMB, the first Chairman of Bakewell & District Historical Society from
1966 to 1978) with newspaper cuttings, mostly referring to the Society,
and lists of members, coffee mornings and museum guide rotas.
Cuttings are mostly about Society lectures, outings, suppers and the
many coffee mornings which, in 6 years, raised £950 towards restoration
of the Old House.
The numbers of museum visitors and income are mentioned: 2600 in
1965 with £152 takings rising to 5000 in 1971, 10,000 in 1976 and 12,139
in 1978. In 1972 tickets cost 10 p and 5p and the museum was open every
afternoon from Easter Saturday to the end of September.
In 1966 there was a dress parade.

In 1968 Mr Gillingham was given a cash gift for opening up the
museum during a successful year.
On 9 March 1969 Miss Violet Kate Harrison died. Until 1966 she lived
in the cottage which is now the office and kitchen and the rooms above.
Her family donated the Old House to the Society.
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In 1969 it was reported that the change of name of Mill Street to
Buxton Road was not approved by all Bakewell Urban District
councillors.
JMB’s book included cuttings from 1970 about the demolition of
properties to widen Matlock Street (Royal Oak, Red Cross headquarters,
saddlery and vet's) and restoration of the market hall by the Peak Park
Planning Board for use as an information centre.
In 1970 the Society set up a register of finds of archaeological and
historic interest and the precursor of the Journal was launched.
JMB's portrait, painted by his successor as chairman, Paivio Knighton,
was presented in 1972.
The first open meeting of the Society, held in the town hall in 1972,
attracted many people.
In 1973 an appeal was launched to repair the roof. Philip Roose
(JMB's successor in the estate agent and auctioneer business) conducted
an auction of donated items which made £515. Derbyshire County
Council made a grant of £1124, 20% if the cost.
The BBC programme The Object in Question featured artefacts from
the museum in October 1976. A video was made of it.
The pole from the barber's shop on the corner of Buxton Road came
to the museum when Les Hodges retired in 1976 after 40 years. Trevor
Brighton was the last to have his hair cut there. Les gave him the pole so
he restored it.
In 1977 there was a needlework exhibition.
THE PRIEST'S HOLE The discovery of the 'priest's hole' (in 1967, after
the two northern cottages came to the Society) led to a number of press
reports, including in the Daily Telegraph and The Universe, which
referred to the chapel (Pitt's bedroom), the vestment cupboard* and holy
water stoup. Other newspapers mentioned the stone bench and aumbry
for communion vessels at the foot of the priest's hole, a trap door leading
to the roof space and a ventilation shaft. Finds in the hole included a metal
candlestick with a mutton fat candle, Elizabethan windows and salt glazed ware which was subject to nuclear bombardment at Harwell to
establish that it was 17th century from Germany.
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Dr Winifred Hodgkiss (Howard), an expert on priests' holes, gave a
talk in which she was reported as vouching for this one. A report on
Trevor Brighton's talk on the Gells in November 1970 did not mention
his debunking of the priest hole theory! The difference of opinion was
aired in his letter to the press in 1974 and an article in 1976.
* JMB recorded later that he rescued the Tudor cupboard from a council
lorry taking it to the tip.
NB. Many papers and photographs relating to the history of the Old
House and Historical Society are available on a CD for £10.

65

BAKEWELL’S CHURCH SPIRES
Trevor Brighton
In the past villages, towns and cities were distinguished by their
church towers and spires, the highest and most conspicuous of their
buildings. These heavenward pointing landmarks directed the thoughts
and prayers of their communities aloft.
Bakewell has had such a feature for almost seven centuries with the
exception of some thirty years in the first half of the 19th century.
Today the spire and tower still stand secure. However, to the visitors
to the town and to some of its residents it would seem to be in jeopardy
and to be secured by a sheath of scaffolding and platforms rising up to
and above its weather vane. The effect resembles an oriental pagoda.
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The scaffolders – David Troth, Glyn Bond, Jason Wilson
(Empire Scaffolding)

Steeplejacks who repaired the spire –
Will Ball, Darryl Archer, Shaun Wholey
(Central High Rise)
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The scaffolding is there to enable the steeplejacks to repair and repoint
the stonework, to check the lightning conductor and to re-gild the weather
vane.
Imagine the excitement in the large parish of Bakewell around 1350
when the structure of a four-arched tower surmounted by an octagonal
belfry and a slender elegant spire began to rise on the newly extended
church. The masonry, quarried from the hillside across the valley, was
cut to size in the churchyard and gradually lifted by block and tackle into
position. A treadmill crane was probably erected within, and then above,
the four-arched tower and scaffolding platforms would have been
erected. However, the medieval builders had no tubular steel poles or
steel clamps, bolts and locks such as are visible on today’s spire. The
townsfolk would have gazed up at a bulkier, more precarious looking
frame of stout timbers lashed together with strong rope.

Bakewell c1720. The town is dominated by the splendid church steeple.
Anonymous water-colour sketch in Sheffield City Library (Bagshawe Ms.779)
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The resulting belfry and steeple were more elegant than their present
successors and were sixteen feet higher. For centuries the steeple of All
Saints church was acclaimed as the finest in the county.
However, anxiety began to temper the town’s pride when cracks
appeared in the arches of the tower, which eventually threatened to
buckle. The signs must have been evident by the 16 th century, but the
earliest records are found in the Churchwardens’ Accounts of the late 17 th
century:
1676 £4-00 for and towards ye cost of a Buttress
raysed for ye support of a pillar of ye steeple.
1677 For you to make ye great piller crampes
To Charles Hadfield for cramping
Sp(ent) when about ye parish about ye Great Piller

16 - 0
14 - 0
2–0

The causes of this impending collapse lay in the ground on which the
tower and its superstructure stood. First, the steep fall of the ground from
west to east was not an ideal location for a tall expanding mediaeval
church. Secondly, the foundations of the tower rested on the rubble infill
of the old Saxon/Norman crypt. Add to these deficiencies the weight of
the bells in the octagon and the activity of the over-zealous ringers. By
the early 19th century new bells were hoisted into place and a carillon and
clock joined them. The tower and spire vibrated when the bells peeled
and the fissures in the tower arches began to widen. Wooden sprags and
metal cramps were used to brace the arches – all to no avail.
Architects consulted by the Dean and Chapter of Lichfield warned that
unless the spire and belfry were taken down they might fall on the
congregation. Therefore, in 1810 the spire was carefully dismantled,
followed by the bells, clock and belfry in 1820. The tower crossing was
capped. The church stood decapitated and silent.
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Now began the debate whether the tower and steeple could or should
be restored. Some counselled against such a structure on so unreliable a
site. Others proposed building a new tower to house the bells, without a
spire, at the west end of the nave. At this juncture the duke of Rutland
intervened, insisting that the church, which contained the tombs of his
ancestors, should be restored to its original form.
Amid the general reluctance of architects to hazard such a task,
William Flockton, a little known provincial architect from Sheffield,
undertook to recreate the church in accordance with the duke’s wishes.
To create new and reliable foundations on the old site it was necessary
to dismantle the Newark and the small north transept chapel. The old
tower arches were discarded so the church was cut in two and closed for
worship.
This seemingly extreme approach enabled Flockton to excavate new
foundations, in the process raising the rubble of Saxon and mediaeval
sculpted stones, many of which were placed in the south porch. After
thoroughly pounding the new footings he reconstructed a new fourarched tower robust enough to carry a belfry and spire. Throughout he
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used the more durable Stanton stone, incorporating metal cramps and
steel chains to brace the octagon.
So the townsfolk looked up to see wooden scaffolding accompanied
by pulleys and steam-driven cranes. First the transepts were rebuilt and
the four arms of the church were ‘stitched’ together again. The result
approximated to its mediaeval predecessor with a few of Flockton’s
idiosyncratic details such as faux gargoyles around the parapet of the
octagon, the ‘toothpick’ pinnacles and new fenestration on the Newark.
The newly installed bells rang out to herald the service of dedication
attended by the duke of Rutland in 1841.
Flockton’s achievement received universal acclaim and should stand
for centuries to come needing only occasional cosmetic treatment such
as is presently being carried out. As Christmas approaches the cross and
the gothic weather vane have been re-gilded and installed. 2017 should
see this important steeple unsheathed and crowning the church and the
town once more.

The top of the spire
Photograph by Jason Wilson
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The grave of Thomas Straffon.
Inscription reads
In memory of Thomas Straffon who while working at the north arch of the
tower of Bakewell church was by an accident suddenly cut off in the prime of
life and vigour of health October 1842 aged 32.
Pass the time of your sojourning life in fear.
Erected by a few of his fellow workmen.
Thomas Straffon was a stonemason from Northumberland. He left a widow
and three children.

72

NOTES FROM AN HISTORICAL OBITUARY
RECORD AT HASSOP.
Brian Cain
Amongst the many historical documents relating to All Saints Church
at Hassop is one that stands out for its intrigue and is simply entitled
‘Obituary’. It is not the parish record as such but a document beautifully
hand written by the Rev.Canon John Nickolds, Missionary Rector, (now
known as Parish Priest), from 1852 until 1886. In his own words ‘N.B.
All Saints’ Chapel Hassop having been made a Rectory by due authority
in January 1856 the foregoing notices of death have been made chiefly
from memory by me’. All Saints was completed in 1818, but by virtue of
the reorganisation of the Church in 1852 it became a ‘Rectory’. Canon
Nickolds adds another line. ‘A note of interrogation is placed after
names, when no clue is found to the proper mode of spelling them.’ What
wonderful words, ‘note of interrogation’ – an upmarket question mark.
Perhaps the most prominent entries relate to Francis, Earl of Newburgh,
and his sister Dorothy, Countess of Newburgh. Francis died of gout aged
58, on October 1852. Local papers give an elaborate account of the
procession to All Saints and some indicate he was buried in the Church.
He was actually buried in the Moorfields Chapel, London, and when this
chapel was demolished in 1899, his remains were removed to a cemetery
in Wembley. Dorothy also provides mystery. She died on 22nd November
1853 and was buried in the Church on 1st December. However she was
exhumed on 3rd January 1854 for reburial in her husband’s family grave
at Fettermear, Aberdeenshire. The Burial Act was enacted in 1853 which
prohibited burials in a building and the burial may therefore have been
illegal. The death of Dorothy’s husband, Col. Charles Leslie, is recorded
on 10 January, 1870, and he too is buried at Fettermear.
The document contains many familiar local names – Gascoyne, Frost,
Fidler. Edward Gascoyne died in 1871 at the Newburgh Arms, Hassop,
now the Eyre Arms.
Joseph Frost, 1865, had been a groom at Hassop Hall for 39 years.
Francis Moor, 1862, aged 62, had been the housekeeper to the priests at
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Hassop for 39 years. Peter Furniss, 1855, was for many years a carpenter
at Chatsworth.
Sadly it highlights the rate, not just of infant mortality, but also of
child mortality. In 1874 a small girl of 16 months died ‘of poison from
Lucifer Matches’, what we know today as ordinary matches.
There is not a wide range of causes of death, but unfamiliar names to
illnesses we know today. Two of the most common are ‘consumption’
(tuberculosis) and ‘dropsey’ (inflammation caused by heart or kidney
disease). A very descriptive title was ‘gravel’ which today is known as
kidney stones. Quite a number died of ‘internal disorder’ - not a very
imaginative diagnosis and hardly likely to be accepted by the Coroner
today.
Not surprising, a number are recorded from the Union Workhouse,
Bakewell. One associates terrible conditions and premature deaths in the
workhouse, but surprisingly many lived to quite an age, the eldest being
82 years.
An unusual entry reads, ‘John Hayes died at Monsall Dale from the
fall of a Beam in January 1861 about the age of 30 years, interred at
Great Longstone. NB – From a cross they found upon him J.H. was
supposed to be a Catholic’. Most likely he would have been working on
the construction of the railway.

Dorothy, Countess of Newburgh, died aged 65 on 22nd November 1853, and was
interred in Hassop Chapel (All Saints) on 1st December 1853 and disinterred 3rd
January 1854 for removal to Fetternear Chapel, Aberdeenshire.'
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In conclusion, numerous causes are recorded as ‘exhaustion’ – a sober
warning to those undertaking historical research projects!
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EARLY CARE AT NEWHOLME HOSPITAL
Trevor Brighton
Bakewell is to lose its hospital at Newholme, just as some years ago
its cherished Cottage Memorial Hospital opened in 1920 to
commemorate the fallen of the district in the First World War, was
closed. Newholme was the older of the two; its origins lay in the
Bakewell Union Workhouse built in 1841 to accommodate 250 people.
An infirmary was soon added which gradually expanded to become a
small hospital treating residents of the town as well as the occupants of
the workhouse. By 1915 it had also become a hospital to treat wounded
soldiers in the First World War and a plaque inside the main entrance
records this service. Eventually it became part of the NHS.
Among the papers given to our Society by Mr. Charles Evans (whose
father and grandfather were medical officers in Bakewell) are three
interesting photographs of Newholme Hospital in the early years of last
century.
The first shows a spotless ward with daylight streaming through the
curtained windows and gas lighting suspended from the ceiling. Two
heart-shaped shields adorn the walls on either side of the central entrance
bearing Christian messages of exhortation. The one on the left reads
REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS and on the right REJOICE THE
LORD IS KING. The star on the wall over the first bed on the right reads
COME UNTO ME beneath a cross. Its counterpart on the left cannot be
read. The three tables in the ward have flowers in pots and in vases and
a ceramic ewer and bowl for washing. The central ‘table’ appears to be
a stove standing in a raised hearth. The elderly woman patients are
attended by three nurses and a doctor.
The second photograph is of a large sitting room also with pendant gas
brackets. There are pictures on the walls, vases of
flowers on the tables, newspapers and a sewing-work box. Seated in
Windsor chairs around the central stove are eleven elderly women
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wearing long white aprons, shawls and mob caps. Among them are three
children in white smocks. Together with the patients in the previous
photograph, they all appear to be workhouse residents. Two nurses are
again in attendance.
The final photograph, taken outside the main entrance to Newholme,
shows the staff of the institution and its infirmary, some of whom appear
in the two previous photographs. The gentleman in the frock coat and
top hat was the Bakewell Medical Officer, Dr C. Evans FRCS.
All three photographs are signed on their mounts Geo. A. May,
Bakewell. Judging by the costumes, the furnishings etc. they were taken
on the same day in the early Edwardian period.

78

Footnote. Also among the Evans papers are various items relating to
medical and public health including the Medical Officer’s Health reports
on the town.
1. Notes on St. John’s Hospital Alms houses.
2. Reports of annual meetings with the Bakewell Urban District
Council’s appointed medical officer for Bakewell Dispensary
and Lying-in Institution 1851, 1859, 1865, 1886, 1907.
3. Medical Officer’s of Health reports on the town. 1875 by Dr.
John Knox, 1898 by Dr. C.W. Evans (manuscript), 1901 ditto.
4. Cuttings from and copies of The High Peak News and the
Derbyshire Times containing notices of the Bakewell
Board of Guardians (workhouse) and other references to the
town. 1890s Derbyshire County Council Public Health Dep.
(n.d. early 20th century). ‘Advice to Women about to become
mothers’.
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BAKEWELL’S FIRST NATIONAL SCHOOL FOR
BOYS 1872 – 1894
Marian Barker
Educational provision in Bakewell in the late 18 th century and early
19th century was unregulated and of varying quality, provided by private
individuals or initiated by churches in the town. In the late 1840s there
was a national movement to provide a more comprehensive provision for
children’s education. Impetus came from the National Society for the
Education of the Poor who worked with Anglican churches and the
British and Foreign School Society who supported non-conformist
churches in setting up schools.
The first National School in Bakewell was opened in 1849 for girls
only, initiated by the parish church with the advice and financial
assistance of the National Society. (See Barker, M. ‘The First National
School in Bakewell in JBDHS No.43, 2016 p.41.). It was built at the
junction of Mill Street (Buxton Road) and Little Bagshaw Hill (The
Chimney) on land given by the duke of Rutland. The girls remained there
until 1872 when a new school was built for them in Bath Street (now the
site of the Infant School).
Forster’s Education Bill of 1870 required boroughs and parishes to
assess their existing school provision and to consider what further
accommodation was necessary to provide educational facilities for all
children. Where voluntary bodies like churches were not able to provide
sufficient accommodation, school boards were set up to take on the
responsibility. Parliamentary grants could be applied for (up to 50% of
the cost) to build, enlarge, improve or fit out a school. Therefore, as soon
as the girls had moved into their brand new school in Bath Street,
arrangements were made by the parish for boys to be taught in the vacated
building which then became the National School for boys.
There are two main sources of information on the boys school – the
Admission Registers dating from 1872 and the schoolmaster’s log book,
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a record of the daily happenings in the life of the school, which dates
from 1874, both in the Derbyshire Record Office.
The first schoolmaster recorded in the Admissions Register in 1872 is
Charles Cooper who is 31 years old and formerly a National School
teacher at Litchurch. Alongside his signature is written ‘1st class’. This
means either that he was at a training college for 1 year (2 years training
would qualify for a 2nd class certificate), or, more likely, that he was
awarded the certificate by HM Inspectors during his time at Litchurch.
No log book written by Mr Cooper from 1872 has come to light, but
we know from the first available log book that sometime before 1874 he
left the school and was replaced by Humphrey Gladwin. Mr Gladwin
was about 21 years old and had been a pupil teacher at Belper.
During 1872, the year in which the school opened, 30 boys, aged
between 6 and 13, enrolled and in 1873, another 42. (See Table 1.)
However, attendance was irregular; many boys only stayed for a few days
or weeks. It is likely that children were assisting parents either in the
home or at work, or were finding the discipline of school hard to take.
Although up to 1875 116 boys had registered at the school, Mr Gladwin
reported that the average number of children attending in 1875 was only
36. It was not until the 1880 Elementary Education Act that school
attendance became compulsory.
Funding for the school was dependent on academic success, i.e.
payment by results. HM Inspectors visited annually, tested the pupils
and increased or reduced the government grant according to the results.
Inspectors also judged the quality of the teachers who could be awarded
a certificate, if found satisfactory, which would entitle them to a small
addition to their salary. Fees of a few pence per week were also payable
by pupils until a change in the law in 1891.
When in June 1875 HM inspectors visited the school Mr Gladwin
would have hoped to gain his teaching certificate. However, HMI
reported that
‘the state of this school is very unsatisfactory both as to efficiency and
numbers. Out of 22 who were examined 14 failed in reading, 6 in writing
and spelling, 1 in arithmetic. I am disposed to think that the unsatisfactory
result of the examination is due to want of proper exertion on the part of
the master, Mr Gladwin. My Lords have ordered deductions of two tenths
from the grants to the school…..’
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Mr Gladwin was told that unless there were improvements in the
following year, there would be further deductions and he would not
receive his certificate. However, Mr Gladwin left the school a few
months later, in November.
A week later a new master was appointed. Henry Smith was a 1st
class certificated teacher who also came with a “full drawing certificate
and several science certificates of the advanced examinations”. His first
entry in the log book indicated that he was going to find the job
challenging. He wrote “Found the discipline and order deplorable …”
Unfortunately, in January 1876, Mr Smith fell ill and his illness was
“directly traceable to the very imperfect sanitary arrangement”. We do
not know how effective a teacher Henry Smith was because he left the
school in April before the arrival of HMI.
In May 1876 a newly-married master arrived. James Frederick
Radford, age 23, had trained at Saltley College for two years and been
employed as 2nd master at Clements School, Birmingham. He remained
in post in Bakewell until 1892, a total of 16 years. He left eighteen months
before the final closing of the school and its move to the new school in
Bath Street.
Like Mr Smith, his earliest entry in the log book was about the poor
discipline in the school and the poor attendance. The number of boys
then on roll was only 27.
“Parents are very careless about the attendance of their children and have
very paltry excuses for keeping children away.”

However, Mr Radford seems to have become fairly effective. Inspections
in 1876 by the Diocese and HMI noted some improvement. The Rev.
Inman “expressed his pleasure at the improvement in the religious tone
of the school". HM Inspector reported
"The school appears to be improving under the present master.” Inspectors
again in 1878 praised the efforts of Mr Radford. “The numbers have
increased and the standard work was fairly done………. The master has
taken great pains; he is an earnest and diligent teacher .”
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By the 1870s the monitorial system of teaching was losing favour.
This was a method which required the teacher to pass on key facts to a
group of older pupils who would in turn instruct younger children. This
meant that large numbers of children could be taught at one time. The
Bakewell school had only one large classroom where children of all ages
from 5 to 13 were taught. By 1877, due to Mr Radford’s efforts, the
number of pupils had risen to 67, prompting the church authorities to
appoint an assistant master. Horace Duckenfield, 19 years old, had been
a pupil teacher at St Pauls, Sheffield, and master of Hartshill school in
Yorkshire,
School attendance continued to be a problem. HMI, in 1878, were
critical.
“The cooperation of the attendance officer is urgently needed, the number
in attendance is very far from what it ought to be."

The Education Act of 1876 had placed a duty on parents to ensure that
their children received elementary instruction in reading, writing and
arithmetic and it had created school attendance committees which could
compel attendance. The Factory Act of 1876 also prevented the
employment of children under the age of 10. In July 1877 Mr Radford
wrote
“cautioned the boys about coming irregularly after the holidays, the
Education Act of 1876 being in force”.

Children were absent for a variety of reasons. At various times in
1875 it was reported they were working in the gardens, or watching a
rifle review of the Derbyshire Yeomanry at Calton, or haymaking, or
blackberrying. On May 22 boys were absent to witness a ‘battery of
artillery’ passing through the town.
Discipline was enforced with a birch rod. Boys were caned for
truancy, lateness, not remembering to bring their slates, bad language and
smoking. On October 30th 1892 Mr Radford wrote in the log book
“Several boys this morning entered the school before 9 o’clock and locked
the door, refusing to admit the teachers for some time. By direction of one
of the managers one of the windows was taken out to gain an entrance. The
boys in school who took part were punished and ordered to pay the expense
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of replacing the window. It appears it is a custom in this district to lock the
teacher of the school out on 30 October”.

Illness was a constant presence. Colds, bronchitis, influenza, scarlet
fever, whooping cough, measles, were frequently reported, not helped by
the cold and crowded conditions in the schoolroom. In 1888 there was a
serious outbreak of smallpox and many parents decided to keep their
children at home. The schoolroom was disinfected daily with carbolic
powder. In 1890 the Medical Officer of Health ordered that the school be
closed for three weeks owing to an epidemic of measles and later that
year there was an outbreak of scarlet fever. The schoolroom had to be
“sprinkled with ‘Sanitas’ as a disinfectant four times a day”.
The headmaster also had to deal with frequent changes of assistant
teachers. In September 1878 the assistant master, Mr Duckenfield, left
Bakewell for a post in a parish church school in Sheffield. Mr Radford
had to manage the school on his own until a month later when 17 year
old William Withers, a pupil teacher from New Mills, was appointed
assistant master. We know from the 1881 census that William, originally
from Essex, lodged in Bath House with the parish clerk, William Staley.
William Withers left in 1882 and was replaced by a new assistant
master, Alfred Wallwork, age 20, formerly a pupil teacher at New Mills.
He was replaced in 1885 by 20 year old Joseph Kesteven from
Nottingham.
In 1891 a new assistant was appointed. Harry Sprigg, age 24, had
been a pupil teacher at Ashton under Lyne. Unfortunately, Mr Sprigg
was liable to epileptic fits and on one occasion in January 1892 his attack
frightened the children and caused a few to run home. Doctor Knox,
Medical Officer for Bakewell, ordered Mr Sprigg to be taken home. It
appears from the log book that Mr Sprigg had a fit several times a year
in school and it is obvious that the headmaster was often frustrated at not
being able to keep to a timetable.
Life at the school was not just routine. There were occasions to lighten
the week, although rare. On September 27, 1876 the boys were “given
a treat by the Band of Hope connected with the Wesleyans”. What the
“treat’ was is not revealed. The boys were treated again in September
1882 in Buxton. Assistant teacher, Mr Withers, formed a choir at the
84

school and they were frequently invited to sing at local weddings and
sometimes funerals. In May 1891 Mr Withers took a group of boys to a
concert at Haddon Hall and in June he took the choir to Lichfield choral
festival. The choir continued after the departure of Mr Withers and in
August 1887 had a trip to Liverpool, in 1889 to Blackpool and in 1890 to
Ashbourne. On July 26, 1879 the school was closed due to the opening
of the church at Over Haddon. On July 20, 1884, all the boys were given
a holiday to attend the opening of the recreation ground by the duke of
Rutland. In September 1891, probably to the great delight of the boys,
the new curate, Rev. Fuller, called at the school to discuss the formation
of a football club.
The boys were organised in standards 1 to VI which corresponded
generally to ages 6/7 to 12, but boys who did not make satisfactory
progress could be relegated to a lower standard. HMI examined the boys
according to set criteria and their performance determined how much
grant the school would be awarded. Academic success at the school was
very variable. Mr Radford was congratulated by HMI on effecting some
improvement during his first few years. In 1881 HMI reported
“Discipline and order good. School in creditable state of efficiency.
Standard work and class subjects well done.”

However, by 1884 standards in arithmetic were slipping and the school
was in danger of losing some of its grant. HMI reported
“The 4th, 5th and 6th standards should improve in arithmetic, in other
respects the standard work was fairly done. English fair. Geography good.
Better results will be looked for in arithmetic on condition of a reduced
grant next year.”

In 1885 HMI were very critical.
“The boys required watching during the examination for the purposes of
order and discipline. The elementary work was badly done especially in
regard to spelling, writing and arithmetic. Some of the failures in Dictation
were owing to the bad writing. In English the grammar was a complete
failure. The answering in Geography was only fair and the maps were very
badly done. Only some children of the 73 examined passed well in all three
subjects. Reading, Writing and Arithmetic all done well in the 1st and 2nd
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standards..... A better report ..... will be looked for next year or the grant
will be reduced."

The school continued to struggle and the yearly grant was grudgingly
awarded. In 1891 HMI conceded that there had been
“much illness amongst the children during the past year, but a fair
amount of improvement has been effected”.

Some children were successful and Rev. Balston, vicar of Bakewell,
came annually to present prizes.
The working conditions within the school were a frequent reason for
complaint. In February 1875 parents were complaining about the
draughts and poor heating of the school causing their children to suffer
from colds and chilblains. Mr Gladwin had a meeting with the vicar,
Rev. Cornish, about the problem. He reported
“There wants a stove in the lower or north end of the school and
the door wants making to fit better…”.

No stove appeared, but in March a screen was put against the outer door.
The sanitary arrangements complained about by Mr Smith in 1876,
which were blamed for his illness and subsequent departure, led to the
complete rebuilding of the closets two months later. The school was also
painted and whitewashed throughout during the summer holidays.
As the number of boys attending increased, the problem of space in
the schoolroom became evident. The HMI report of 1880 stated
“The room is so crowded with desks that it must be difficult for the master
to give suitable instruction to the classes. Additional accommodation is
greatly needed.”

In 1890 HMI were more critical.
“The closet accommodation is not sufficient. The classroom is too small
and it is badly lighted. Sufficient closet accommodation should be
provided without delay, the classroom should be enlarged and the lighting
improved. Plans of any new buildings or alterations that may be
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proposed………must be submitted to the Department for approval before
work is begun.”

In November that year Mr Radford wrote
“A new ‘Tortoise’ stove has been placed at the north end of the school
making the room much warmer.”

(Fourteen years after the first complaints about the cold!)
Again in 1891 HMI were becoming impatient with the school managers.
“The attention of the managers is again requested to the insufficiency of
the offices of the boys’ school and the defect of the classroom.”

By 1893 there had been moves by the managers to provide new
accommodation. HMI were threatening closure of the school.
“My Lords desire to know when the proposed alteration will be completed
as the present boys’ school is reported unsuitable. The boys’ classroom
cannot be reckoned in the accommodation after the end of the current
school year.”

Finally in June 1894 the boys moved to their new premises in Bath
Street behind the Girls school.
Mr Radford had left the school in December 1892. For a short time he
ran a private school. His wife, meanwhile, was described in the 1891
census as a sauce and spices manufacturer and living in Castle Street. By
1901 Mr Radford had become an auctioneer, valuer and assistant
Overseer of the Poor. In 1911 he was still an auctioneer, but also a rate
collector for Bakewell UDC. He and his wife had 11 children.
James Radford was succeeded as principal master at the school by
Arthur William Henry Hill, a 23 year old, certificated and trained teacher
who oversaw the move to the new school. He was succeeded in 1896 by
Sydney Allcock, age 26.
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Appendix:

Table 1. Age of boys at admission to the Boys National School
5
Age
Year
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894

1

1
2

1

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

7
9
11
10
14
8
7
7
6
12
10
10
7
14
12
7
4
13
7
3
3
13
15

6
9

2
4
1

3
6

5
3
1
1
5
3
3
1

3
4
1
3

2
4
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2

1
1

10
5
2
19
11
7
7
8
7
1
5
4
10
5
4
12
9
12
11

1
5
7
4
2
2
2
1
3
3
2
6
6
4
3
3
2

3
3
7
2
2
3
3
2
2
2
1
3
2
2
4
1
2
2
5
4

2
1
3
4
3
4
1
1
2
4
3
1

4
1
7
1
3
1
2
1
1
1
1
3
3
2
1
1
5
3

14

1
1
1

1

Age
unknown

Total

1
2

30
42
15
29
27
34
26
40
25
31
25
25
21
20
32
20
39
36
25
23
25
47
37

2

1

1
1
1

1
3

1

4
1
2

3
1
1

5

2
3

3
3

1
1

From Table 1 it is noted that 5 year old boys were not normally admitted to the school.
This is because when the Girls School moved to the new building in Bath Street, a
separate Infant Class for boys and girls was set up. After 1872 many of the 6 and 7
year olds admitted to the Boys School came from the Infant Department. The
Wesleyan school was opened in 1867 and there is evidence of movement between the
two schools.
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Table 2.
Year/age at
leaving
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893

Age of boys leaving school
10+

11+

12+

13+

14+

5
2
5
1
1

6
2
5

5
1
2
2
4
2
2

4
7
6
8
2
4
1
2

3

8

4

1
1

1894

15+

4
6

1
2

1

1

It can be seen from Table 2 that as the years passed more boys stayed on at school until
they were older. The Elementary Education Act 1880 insisted on compulsory attendance
from 5–10 years. The Elementary Education (School Attendance) Act 1893 raised the
school leaving age to 11 and in 1899 to 12.

Table 3. Reasons for leaving school
year/
reason for
leaving
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894

work

4
3
4
7
5
10
4
4
12

left town

1
4
3
3
7
6
1
10
7

moved to
different
school (1)

2
4
3
6
3
1
4
2

other
(2)

1
2
2
1

not
recorded
23
12
17
10
6
5

1

(1) 13 boys moved to the Wesleyan school, 8 to private schools, 1 to a masonic
school, 1 to a Catholic school, 2 to unknown school.
(2) 3 owed school fees, 2 left the Bakewell Union, 1 was ill, 1 died.
It is only from 1886 that the schoolmaster became more consistent in recording why
boys left the school.
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FURTHER OLD VIEWS OF BAKEWELL
Trevor Brighton
As in our last Journal, here is a selection of old photographs of Bakewell
from the Cockerton collection.

A. Views within the town

1. A rare view looking down King Street.
This postcard in the ‘Ivanhoe Series’, published by J. Crowther Cox,
12 The Crofts, Rotherham, is inscribed on the reverse;
Thompson’s Chemist shop on left with Broughtons and Rutland Arms
Hotel beyond. On the right Frost’s Grocers shop, next Holywell House,
the home of Mr. and Mrs. James Taylor, later let to vicar Spink as a
vicarage.
Beyond, sticking out, Tomlinson’s, watchmakers and jewellers and
then premises of R. Orme & Co. Grocers, before Matlock Street was
widened and beyond the Clothing Hall (Mr. Wright).
Note the gas lighting on the right, the front of the Chemist’s shop and
the awnings on the shops. The photograph dates from c 1920.
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2. A postcard of the Square, ‘published by P. Gratton, Bakewell’.

Views of the Square are common. This one shows the streets more
cleanly swept than in earlier views. Horse-drawn vehicles are giving way
to motor vehicles and cyclists. There are no road-markings for right and
left driving and the car and the cyclist are well across the road.
The photograph may have been taken during, or just after, the First
World War. It certainly dates from before 1921 since the triple gas-lit
lamp commemorating Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee has not yet
been replaced by the present War Memorial.
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3. The Chantry House.
This historic house of the pre-Reformation chantry priests has been
empty and subject to considerable restoration involving
re-roofing and re-fenestration for the last three years. These three
postcards show it at different times early in the last century.
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The first two, taken from the churchyard show the garden wall
surmounted by iron railings. These were removed to assist the war effort
after 1940. The older view shows ivy or Virginia creeper reaching the
top of the gable.
The third photograph, taken from the edge of North Church Street,
shows a gas light fixed to the house and between it and the window above
the half-horse, half human head referred to in our last Journal.
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4. Bridge House Garden.
To add to the views published in our last Journal here is a picture of
the gardener who maintained the grounds for the solicitor, Frank
Goodwin. The gardener is identified on the reverse of the card as ‘Mr.
Mason’.
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5. Site of the present Town Hall.
The Society has published this photograph before in ‘Bakewell, the
Ancient Capital of the Peak’, but it is worth further comment. It
graphically illustrates the contrast between the old and the new Bakewell
at the end of the 19th century. Standing three storeys proud and built with
ashlar in imposing ‘Jacobethan’ style are the premises of Goodwins the
printers and of Andreas Edward Cokayne, Antiquary, writer on
Bakewell, Cokayne also sold art pottery and books as well as maintaining
a library and a museum of archaeological antiquities. Beside and beneath
his shop is a range of decrepit two-storey buildings of random limestone
consisting of two small dwellings and adjacent stabling. This small
fragment of the old town typifies what John Lowe described when he
visited Bakewell in 1765.
The whole of Bakewell (a few houses excepted) exhibits a very
wretched appearance, consisting for the most part of low, smoaky (sic),
mean edifices; the streets are very dirty.
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6. A procession up North Church Street.
Headed by the processional cross and the banner of the sacrificial
lamb, the church of All Saints celebrates its patronal festival (?) This
photograph was probably taken in the 1950s. The size of the choir is
indicative of the date – 18 boys, 8 men and not a girl or a woman in sight.
The clergy and another choir at the rear suggest the occasion may have
involved neighbouring churches which were once chapels of ease of the
older large parish of Bakewell. Or was it a choral festival organised by
the Royal School of Church Music? Notice the number of boys at the
front wearing the pendants awarded by the School.
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7. Bakewell’s Old Vicarage.
This rather indistinct photograph seemingly reproduced from a glass
plate is inscribed;
The Rectory (sic) Bakewell from Butts Wood. Reproduced from
original print taken by George Bankart 1868.
This is perhaps the oldest photograph in our impressive collection.
Perhaps as old, is our only other, and better, view of the vicarage which
we published in ‘Bakewell, the Ancient Capital of the Peak’. (This view
is included in Peter Barker’s article in this Journal.
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B.

Views outside Bakewell.

1. ‘A Birds Eye View of Bakewell’.
This Kingsway Real Photo postcard shows the linear edge of the town
before the development south of Granby Road took place in the last
century. In the foreground is the old Horsecroft Meadow belonging to
the Duke of Rutland divided by metal park railings. Various games had
been played here by Bakewellians since the 19th century. From 1864 to
1926 The Bakewell Farmers’ Club held what is now the Bakewell Show
here. In 1923 the Duke and the Marquess of Granby gifted the Horsecroft
Meadow to Bakewell Urban District Council as a Recreation Ground.
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2. Anglers on the Wye.
What is this group of fly fishermen peering at in the Wye – a brown
trout, a rainbow trout or a grayling? The large, torn photograph gives no
written information. The location is just upstream of the farm track off
the A6 to the bridge over the river which can be seen behind the
fishermen. Vernon Cockerton may well be one of the group.
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3. A Stone.
A small photograph inscribed ‘BALL CROSS, BAKEWELL,
DERBYSHIRE. STONE FROM DITCH OF IRON AGE FORT. 3’ long
about 1’6” square. Believed to have gone to Weston Park Museum,
Sheffield.
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BAKEWELL FIRE SERVICE, 1941/2
Trevor Brighton
Increasingly retrospective tributes are being paid to the invaluable
contribution Britain’s women made to the war effort in the 1940s. We
automatically recall their contributions in the munitions factories, in the
Land Army and in the nursing profession but we must not forget their
involvement in keeping so many services operating in cities, towns and
villages throughout the United Kingdom.
This photograph, given to our Society’s collection by Mr. and Mrs.
James Mellor of Orchard House, Church Lane, Rowsley, shows a smartly
uniformed body of seventeen women who helped to staff Bakewell Fire
Station during the Second World War. Mr. Mellor’s mother, Agnes, is
at the end of the front row on the left. We do not have names for the rest
of the group. Can anyone help with identifications?
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NANCY PULLEY 1922 - 2016
Jane Martin
Nancy was a long-time member of the Historical Society and sat on
our Society's Council and the Museum Committee for many years. Her
knowledge about textiles and historical costume was second to none.
Nancy was always artistically creative and as a young woman she
gained a place at Birmingham to study art. However, before she was able
to take up the place, war intervened so she put her career plans on hold
and joined the WRNS. That was when the unexpected happened. She
found herself on a train travelling through Buckinghamshire towards a
hitherto unimportant little town called Bletchley and a manor house
beside a small lake surrounded by trees. Nancy had arrived at Bletchley
Park. Along with other new arrivals she was required to sign the Official
Secrets Act and told that if anyone asked about her wartime occupation
she was to say she was a writer. The truth was that she was put to work
on Alan Turing's decoding machine known as Colossus. (Nancy met
Alan Turing and liked him.) This machine was made up of many small
units called 'bombes', each of which contributed to the decoding of
German naval messages, saved hundreds of lives in the war in the
Atlantic and shortened the war by as much as two years. The 'bombes'
were notoriously unreliable and needed to be replaced regularly; this was
Nancy's job. She worked shifts and had lodgings outside Bletchley. Girls
coming off shift in the night were transported back to their digs in a large
vehicle that could seat a number of passengers. Nancy said that no-one
ever spoke of anything that had happened on the shift, even to another
woman with whom they had been working that night. Sometimes they
sang in the vehicle, just in case they were tempted to talk. Secrecy was
absolute.
When the war in Europe ended Nancy was posted to Ceylon where
she was to continue her decoding work, this time on Japanese signals.
This never happened thanks to the surrender of Japan, so Nancy then
worked for the Red Cross helping with the repatriation of Allied POWs.
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She was unable to speak of her work for 30 years; she and her husband,
John, who was in the army, had been married for 25 years before she told
him about Bletchley. John was sometimes posted overseas and they lived
in Sierra Leone, where their son Jonathan as born, and in Germany.
Later, back in England, Nancy gave her Bletchley Talk to numerous local
groups - you may have heard it.
Nancy had also picked up her textiles career. She worked in London
for couturier Hardy Amies, honing her skills in dress-making and ladies'
tailoring. When she and John moved to Derbyshire, where he worked for
the Red Cross, Nancy became a tutor in dress-making.
She joined 'The Peacock Players' and made wonderful costumes (some
of which have now found a home at the Society's museum) as well as
taking part in productions. I understand her 'Lady Bracknell' was
memorable - how I wish I'd seen it!
Her husband, John, died in 1993. By then, of course, Nancy had
joined the Historical Society and become a volunteer at the Old House
Museum. By the time I met her, in 2002, she had become 'Queen Bee' of
the costume team and, by chance, as a new volunteer, I was pointed in
her direction. What a happy day that was. I had no knowledge whatever
of costume but was welcomed to the team which at that time was Barbara
Weaving (also ex-WRNS, who had worked in one of the Bletchley Park
out-stations) and Jan Hambleton, working under Nancy's guidance. She
was knowledgeable, creative, meticulous and had an incredible eye for
details. Also a wonderful sense of humour! What a good time we had
arranging new costume displays as well as caring for the collection. Jan
and I learned so much from Nancy while enjoying working with her.
Inevitably time marched on and both Nancy and Barbara gradually
withdrew from the costume team. Ten years or so later we're still saying
"What would Nancy have done?"
In retirement Nancy continued to enjoy activity and to be independent
and determined. She didn't give up driving until she was 91, despite
getting a speeding fine when she was 80!
In Nancy's later years she found close companionship with her dear
friend Alan. She died at home, peacefully, in her sleep. She had had one
fear; that of being alone. Thanks to Alan she never was.
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Nancy and Elizabeth Wilbur, seen in this picture with Eric Knowles, the
antiques expert, took our Noah's Arm from the museum to a very long day at
Chatsworth for the BBC's Restoration Roadshow. The ark underwent
restoration and appeared, briefly, with our two lovely ladies on television.
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FRANK SAUNDERS 1930 - 2016
Trevor Brighton
Frank died in July of last year after a brief but brave battle with cancer.
He had trained at Liverpool College of Art and the Central School in
London as an artist and graphic designer. Along with George Butler, one
of our Society's founding fathers, he was one of its most accomplished
artists. Frank's expertise ranged from anatomical illustrations for London
hospitals to closely observed floral studies as a member of the Society of
Botanical Artists.
In the early 1970s, whilst employed as a graphic designer by South
Yorkshire, he became a member of our Society and joined me as coeditor of our annual Journal. He designed its covers and contributed line
drawings, sometimes humorous to accompany the articles. When he
joined the Peak District National Park he enabled the Journal to be printed
at Aldern House.
He and I produced the Society's 'Recollections of Bakewell' (1994)
which he designed and embellished with pen drawings.
Frank gave freely of his talents and painted the Society's plaque
commemorating the Queen's Silver Jubilee. This meticulously designed
map of Bakewell's historic sites is set within an heraldic frame of the
lords of the manor from Edward the Confessor to the dukes of Rutland.
At the base is Her Majesty's full heraldic achievement.
Frank also helped to illustrate the Society's history, 'Bakewell the
Ancient Capital of the Peak', with maps and line drawings of the town's
castle and market hall as they might have originally appeared.
Photography, naturally, was among his interests and we owe the
arrangement of our display of cameras to his knowledge and enthusiasm.
A general, genial and modest man with a quiet sense of humour, his
life was celebrated at a gathering in the Medway Centre, a building to
which he contributed much voluntary work.
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Trevor Brighton and Frank Saunders (right)
at the BDHS 60th anniversary celebrations in 2014.
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