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Bakewell and District Historical Society

BULIETIN NO. 6 JULY, 1973 EDITOR: M. L. Knighton,
North Church Street,
Bakewell.

This brief Bulletin is the last one of the present series. The Council of the
Society has decided to produce an annual publication ingtead, in booklet form, to be
called 'Bakewell Miscellany'. It is hoped %to circulate the first issue of the new
venture before Christmas 1973, and this will include the items of news and information
of interest to the Society, as in the 0ld series, but will also contain new articles
covering a wider field.

In this first edition will be an article on 'Iaw and Order in Bakewell! by
C.R.Allcock, with extracts from Assize Rolls and Vestry Accounts as well as from the
notes of White Watson and William Boulsover. An item on South Church Street, based
largely on an account by the late Charles Bradbury, will tell somethinmg of activities
and people in that area sixty years ago: and the long-awaited report an the excavation
of a household well, near Matlock Street, by members of the Society, will be published.

It is hoped that the more cowprehensive annual publication will be as well received
es the biennial 'Bulletin' has been.

Vo welcome Mr, J.T.Brighton, M.A., as the new Chairman, succoeding s, T.P.Knighton,
M.A., and look forward to fresh ideas end objectives. Also welcomed is Miss M Eecritt,
who has succeeded the late ir, D,L.Foxon as Secretary of 'Friends' of the Society.

The portrait of I&.J.Marchant Brooke, founder Chairman and President, purchased by

subscription, now hangs in the Council Chamber and is much admired by his friends and
asgociates, ’

The season at the 01d House has started extremely well as the Museun is getting moxre
widely known; at the time of writing, since its re-opening, there have been over 4,000
visitors, including well over fifty parties, For the work involved in arrangements for,
and organisation of, these parties we are greatly indebted to Mr, and Mrs. A.H.Rogers,
and to those members, who as well as serving as Guides have, somstimes at short notice,
cet at the Museum and comducted round people of all ages, at almost any hour of the day.

Since the last report some 400 items have been given to the Museum, including some
75 historical books and guides to the Peak District as well as large ecale llaps of
Bakewoll in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries., Items of dress are being received
continually (recently a crinolene petticoat) and toys, including marbles, hoops of wocd
and iron, a 'doll's house, as well as a school desk and a perambulator.

Last September marked the end of the reunions organised by ex B-Squadron, Derbyshire
Yeomanry, which mobilised in Bakewell in Auguet 1914 - old souvenirs and relics,
including a map of the finel advance are now displayed in the !Museun,

Older members were saddened by the passing of Charles Bradbury snd Jokn Thommhill,
both of whom did much work for the Sceiety in its earlier struggling days.

Charles Bradbury was rosponsible for some of the first repairs and restoration under-
ta ken on the fabric - he was a fine creftsman in stone, He was proud of his antecedents
and connections - the well-known White Watson was an ances tor, and cousins were
responsible for the founding of 'Punch' and Bradbury Wilkinson of Bank Note fame,

Robert Thormhill of lLongstone was perhaps the most scholarly member of the Society
at the time it was founded. He was responsible for smell exhibitions in the Old House
Yusoum, mainly documents from his own collection. Much research was undertaken by
¥r, Thornhill relative to lLongstone records (where his family had been active for very
many years = indeed Thornhills were Parish Clerks continuously from 1773 to 1879 -
surely a recordl): also the Arkwright Cotton Mill and its successors in Bakewell,
where he had been employed. He was also a valued member of the Derbyshire
Archeological Society and a contributor to its publications.
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COUNTY RECCRD CFFICE

Miss Joan Sinar, M.A,, runs this most efficient section of the Derbyshire County
Council and she and her staff are ever helpful to studants of local.-history.

A large number of doouments concerning Bekewell are in the Brooks«Taylor papers
vhich contain useful lead mining material, A "List of Statute labour for Pakewell™
(1767) mentiems many local names and is signed by "Rd Webster Jnr end William Hicks,
Overseers" whilst interesting documents cover property suctions such ss "at
Mr, Higgotts, the New Inn, Bekewell" (1861) when 19 Messuages and 1 Hovel wers
offered for sale, One can study material concerning roads and turapikes, schools
or the Gas Light Company. The letters of Captain Francis Birds, son of Thomas Birdas
of Bekewall, written from 1776 onwards, concern national as well as local news and
scandal.,

Shown below is an extract from a Freehclders! Book in the Records Office and

containg additional information to supplement the articles "Directorles and
Gazetteers" in Bulletin Nos. 4 and 5.

n Robert Biroch Epquirs Willism Smith Joiner
William Gardom 3 Gent Stephen Brierley do
William Birds Jo. Smith Junr Hatter
¥iilliam Greaves Plumber Jn. Ferrand Carpenter
George Holmes Tanner Edwd Heathcote Snr. Butoher
Matthew Strutt Blacksmith Jn. Bates Victualler
Francis Roe Farmexr Robt Strutt Farrier

Hugh Boam - Constable
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RQADS

New roads render old cnes obsolets, but often in the past there was a reduction
in status to bridleway or footpath.

There was once a oross roads at Haddon, near or adjacent to Heddon Barn, where
the older east-west route crossed the road from Rowslay to Bakewall,

A map of the roads in the Manner of Haddon (1799) has additional information,
That from Alport to Pickering Wood {modern Piccory corner) is described ms "New Rosd",
length 2,860 yarda, and what is now known as Hawley's Bridge 1s Oxclose Bridge.
This new road appears to have taken the traffic from Coalpit lene Road - (Raper Lodge
to Hoddon), Stanton or Oxclose Road (Haddon to Hawley's Bridge), and Upper Heddon Road
(connecting link which extended further north-west towards Derby Gate). These are
shown as "stopped roads", but did in fact continue as bridleways or fooipaths.

A further roed is shown with the note "stopped length 1,350 yerds"- this is the
road from Haddon climbing eastwards past the Bowling Green., In this century it
was, as & bridleway, diverted northward to the parish boundary between Nether Haddon
and Bakewell, crossing the railway just above the north end of Haddon Tunnel,
and joining the old route at the Bowling Green, It was formerly Edensor Road.

RATTHAYS

It is still possible to see trains travelling through Bakewell Railway Station,
for the town side station bulldings and goods shed in the idland Railway Exhibit
at Derby luseum are based on Bakewsll, The architeot, who also designed ths
gimilar stations of Chapel, Hassop and Rowsley (and passengers were known to
have alighted at the wrong stationl), together with two on the London Extension
vas Edward Walters of Manchester - his most notable building was the Free Trade Hell,
There would appear toc be no photograph availeble of Hassop Station when 1t was
cpen to passengers. Can anyane help?

CANALS

The Cromford Canal, authorised in 1789 and constructed in the next few years
by Williem Jesscp, ran from Cromford Wharf to Langley Mill, with junctions there
with the Nottingham as well as Erewash Canals. An extension was proposed to run
to Bakewsll: some plans were prepared but nought came of the proposal.



